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Big Blue Women’s Basketball

2004-05 NCAACHAMPIONS
Coaches vs. Cancer Tournament Champions

Harriett Crannell Tournament Champions

CCIWCo-Champions (13-1)

CCIWTournament Champions

No. 1 In All Final National Polls

School Record 29 Wins (29-2)

Front L-R - Ariel Lamb, Abby Gerlesits, Audrey Minott, Heather Miller, Lindsey Koehn, Karin Olson, Niki Korda. Middle right (crouching) L-R - Stacey
Conrad, Andrea Riebock, Alayna Hirsch. Back L-R - Asst. Coach Dick Marshall, Head Coach Lori Kerans, Kristin Trotter, Lindsay Ippel, Joanna
Conner, Adriane Turner, Christi Blackburn, Angela Vollmer, Tracy Kwasny, Laura Zimmerman, Carsen Himes, Asst. Coach Brianna Morrow



2004-05 Big Blue Schedule/Result s
Overall 29-2  n CCIW 13-1 n Home 15-0 n Away 10-2 n Neutral 4-0

11/19 vs. WEBSTER UNIVERSITY (Mo.) % W 63-50
11/21 vs. COE COLLEGE (Iowa) % W 61-39
11/27 at Aurora University W 60-41
12/13 vs. Rose-Hulman Institute (Ind.) & W 68-59
12/14 at DePauw University (Ind.) & L 64-55
12/9 vs. MCKENDREE COLLEGE W 60-50
12/14 at Maryville University (Mo.) W 73-46
12/17 vs. WARTBURG COLLEGE (Iowa) ^ W 67-56
12/19 vs. THE APPRENTICE SCHOOL (Va.) ^ W 71-42
1/5 at University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire W 69-65
1/8 at Illinois Wesleyan University * W 78-61
1/11 vs. CARTHAGE COLLEGE * W 62-41
1/15 at North Park University * W 80-69
1/18 vs. AUGUSTANA COLLEGE * W 74-55
1/25 at Wheaton College * L 64-47
1/27 at Elmhurst College* W 70-41
1/29 vs. NORTH CENTRAL COLLEGE * W 69-51
2/1 vs. NORTH PARK UNIVERSITY * W 67-49
2/5 vs. ELMHURST COLLEGE * W 50-39
2/8 vs. WHEATON COLLEGE * W 61-58
2/12 at North Central College * W 64-57
2/15 at Augustana College * W 80-60
2/19 vs. ILLINOIS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY * W 81-76 OT
2/22 at Carthage College * W 72-60
2/25 vs. ELMHURST COLLEGE $ W 74-52
2/26 vs. ILLINOIS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY $ W 82-64
3/5 vs. WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY (Mo.) # W 67-58
3/10 vs. University of Wisconsin-Stout + W 59-56
3/11 vs. Calvin College + W 63-56
3/18 vs. Southern Maine (National Semi-Final) ~ W 66-60 
3/19 vs. Randolph-Macon (National Championship) ~ W 70-50

% - Millikin University Coaches vs. Cancer Tournament (Decatur, Ill.)
& - DePauw University Tournament (Greencastle, Ind.)
^ - Millikin University Harriett Crannell Holiday Classic (Decatur, Ill.)
* - College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin Games
$ - College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin Tourn. (Decatur, Ill.)
# - NCAA Tournament 2nd Round (Decatur, Ill.)
+ - NCAA Tourn. Sectional Round - Sweet 16 (Grand Rapids, Mich.)
~ - NCAA Tournament Final Four (Norfolk, Va.)

Millikin University Final Four S tarters
# Name Yr. Ht. Hometown PPG/RPG

G 23 Lindsey Koehn Jr. 5-8 Geneva, Ill. 12.2/4.8
G 34 Audrey Minott Sr. 5-5 Moweaqua, Ill. 6.6/3.2
F 15 Laura Zimmerman Jr. 5-11 Bellflower, Ill. 8.4/5.2
F 31 Joanna Conner Jr. 6-2 Geneva, Ill. 12.5/8.4
F 44 Lindsay Ippel Fr. 6-2 Decatur, Ill. 9.3/4.4

Off the Bench
G 05 Christi Blackburn So. 5-6 Decatur, Ill. 6.0/2.7
G 11 Niki Korda So. 5-5 Streamwood, Ill. 0.0/0.0
G 12 Angela Vollmer So. 5-10 Bartonville, Ill. 4.4/2.6
G 13 Stacey Conrad So. 5-6 Streamwood, Ill. 0.0/0.3
G 15 Alayna Hirsch Fr. 5-5 St. Louis, Mo. 0.0/0.0
G 20 Ariel Lamb Sr. 5-8 Chicago, Ill. 0.7/0.5
G 21 Abby Gerlesits Sr. 5-7 Wheaton, Ill. 1.0/0.2
F 22 Karin Olson Jr. 5-10 Plainfield, Ill. 12.0/5.9
G 24 Andrea Riebock Fr. 5-6 Decatur, Ill. 0.0/0.0
G 25 Carsen Himes Fr. 5-5 Assumption, Ill. 0.0/0.0
G 32 Heather Miller Sr. 5-5 Sherrard, Ill. 0.4/0.0
F 33 Adriane Turner Jr. 6-0 Plainfield, Ind. 1.1/0.4
F 42 Tracy Kwasny So. 5-11 Oak Forest, Ill. 0.8/0/6
F 50 Kristin Trotter Sr. 5-9 Robinson, Ill. 2.7/0.8

Millikin won its first-ever NCAA title in any team sport with the 70-50 win over
Randolph-Macon. The team became the first CCIW school to advance to the
NCAA Final Four since the CCIW began crowning a women's basketball champi-
on in 1987. The only other CCIW school to advance to the Final Four in the his-
tory of Division III women's basketball prior to the Big Blue was North Central,
which won the national title in 1983. The win also gave the Central Region some-
thing to cheer about. As the perennial powerhouse of Division III women's bas-
ketball, Millikin's national title gave the Central Region its 11th of the 24 national
titles awarded at that level.

Fans Make The T rip, Add S pport T o Special Season
The Big Blue had quite a following during the post-season
run, and it was more than fans who stayed home and lis-
tened on the radio. After playing just one NCAA game at
home, Millikin spent the rest of its trek to the national title
on the road. And so did its fans. Nearly 60 fans made the
trips via fan bus during both the Sweet 16-Elite 8 trip to
Calvin College, and to Norfolk, Va.'s Final Four. 

When the Big Blue women's basketball team
announced that it was going to have a community-wide
post-season celebration, the fans didn't disappoint. Close
to 600 members of Millikin and the Decatur community
crowded into Griswold Center to get a look at the champi-
onship trophy, see some NCAA highlight film and hear from
Millikin president Doug Zemke, head coach Lori Kerans
and CCIW Commissioner Chris Martin. 



Sophomore T racy Kwasny
Oak Forest H.S.

Sophomore Christi Blackburn
Decatur S t. Teresa H.S.

Junior Joanna Conner
Geneva H.S.
Coaches vs. Cancer, DePauw All-Tournament Teams
CCIW Player of the Week (x3)
d3hoops.com Team of the Week
1st Team All-CCIW
NCAA Sectional and Final Four All-Tournament Team
Final Four Most Outstanding Player
d3hoops.com All-America (3rd), All-Region (1st)

Sophomore S tacey Conrad
Streamwood H.S.

Senior Abby Gerlesits
Wheaton W arrenville South H.S.

Freshman Carsen Himes
Central A&M H.S.

Freshman Alayna Hirsch
Parkway North H.S.

Freshman Lindsay Ippel
Decatur S t. Teresa H.S.
NCAA Sectional and Final Four All-Tournament Team
NCAA Sectional Most Outstanding Player

Junior Lindsey Koehn
Geneva H.S.
Coaches vs. Cancer All-Tournament Team
Crannell All-Tournament Team
DePauw All-Tournament Team
CCIW Player of the Week
d3hoops.com Team of the Week
2nd Team All-CCIW

Sophomore Niki Korda
Streamwood H.S.

Senior Ariel Lamb
Chicago Christian H.S.

Senior Heather Miller
Sherrard H.S.



Senior Audrey Minott
Central A&M H.S.
Crannell All-Tournament Team
2nd Team All-CCIW
NCAA Final Four All-Tournament Team

Junior Karin Olson
Plainfield, H.S.
Crannell All-Tournament Team
3rd Team All-CCIW

Freshman Andrea Riebock
Decatur S t. Teresa H.S.

Senior Kristin T rotter
Robinson H.S.

Junior Adriane T urner
Avon (Ind.) H.S.

Sophomore Angela V ollmer
Bartonville Limestone H.S.

Junior Laura Zimmerman
Farmer City Blue Ridge H.S.
Coaches vs. Cancer All-Tournament Team

Head Coach Lori Kerans

2004-05 Coach of the Year Honors
College Conference of Ill. & Wisconsin

Molten/Women’s D3 News

Illinois Basketball Coaches Assoc.

Women’s Basketball Coaches Assoc.
(Region 7)

Assistant Coach Dick Marshall Assistant Coach Brianna Morrow





Millikin Dominates CCIW Conference 
The No. 6 ranked Millikin wrapped up a 72-60 win and its fifth CCIW title
in the last six years. Millikin has now won or shared 10 of the last 12
league titles, and captured 11 since the CCIW began recognizing a
women's champion in 1987. No other CCIW team has come close to
catching Millikin in CCIW championships won. The Big Blue has cap-
tured 11 titles, distantly followed by Augustana's five.

A Rebounding Machine
Junior Joanna Conner was unstoppable under the basket this season. She
wrapped up the season No. 10 on Millikin's career rebounding list (617) with
her senior year still ahead of her. In addition to her climb up the Millikin
record books, she was named the Final Four's Most Outstanding Player, an
Elite 8 All-Tournament team selection, earned d3hoops.com All-America third
team honors and was a d3hoops.com Central Region first team selection.

Minott Milestones
Senior Audrey Minott was Millikin's lone 4-year starter and
set a new career record for games played (109) in the
national title game. Minott, the Big Blue's point guard, hit
the 100-assist mark for the season in the NCAA Sweet 16
game vs. UW-Stout. Minott also garnered All-Final Four
team status after Millikin's championship run.

Senior Class Record
Millikin's graduating class of Audrey Minott, Kristin
Trotter, Abby Gerlesits, Ariel Lamb and Heather Miller
amassed a record of 83-26 in their four seasons with
the Big Blue. That's a win percentage of .762, which
included three CCIW titles, three NCAA appearances
and an NCAA Championship.

Records Fall During Championship Season
On their way to the national title, the Big Blue set
new team records for ...

n Victories In A Season (29-2) 
n Home victories In  A Season (15-0). 

n Audrey Minott, Christi Blackburn, Laura 
Zimmerman and Lindsey Koehn set new single-
season marks for games played (31). 

n Audrey Minott set a new record for games 
played in a career (109) 

n Joanna Conner moved into No. 10 on the 
career rebounding list (617).



Title Adds T o Kerans' Many Accomplishment s
Millikin Head Coach Lori Kerans wrapped up her
19th season at the helm of the Big Blue women's
basketball program in 2004-05, leading the pro-
gram to its 14th NCAA appearance and its first-
ever NCAA Championship. Millikin's all-time win-
ningest coach, Kerans owns a 382-120 mark in
her 19 years with 18 winning seasons and a .761
winning percentage. Kerans, who is thought to
be the first woman to both play in and coach at
the NCAA Tournament, owns a 17-11 career
record in NCAA games. 

In 2004-05, the Big Blue earned Kerans her
11th career NCAA playoff berth and 11th College
Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin crown. She
has been named CCIW Coach of the Year seven
times, including 2004-05 when she led Millikin to
a school record 29 victories and a national cham-
pionship. After the NCAA title she was honored
by the IBCA as its Women's Division III Coach of
the Year (10th time) and the Molten/Division III
News Coach of the Year for the second time
(1997-98, 2004-05). She also garnered WBCA
Region 7 Coach of the Year honors in 2004-05.
In her career to date she has coached six of the
CCIW's "Most Outstanding Players," 16 All-CCIW
first teamers and three Final Four All-Tournament
players.  

Playing Like A Freshman...
Millikin freshman Lindsay Ippel certainly didn't play her age during Millikin's post-season run.
A 6-2 forward, Ippel spent most of the regular season on the bench learning the Millikin pro-
gram. But a season-ending injury to starter Karin Olson put Ippel in the heat of post-season
competition. In 19 games (with her first starts coming in the last four games of the season),
Ippel averaged 9.3 points and 4.4 rebounds after leading Millikin's scorers in four of the five
NCAA games. In the NCAA run, she averaged a double-double of 19.8 points and 10.2
rebounds with 1.2 assists, 1.2 blocks and 32.2 minutes per game. She was also named the
Sectional's Most Outstanding Player and was an All-Final Four team selection.

Class of 2006 Always Showed Potential
The Class of 2006 has been an integral part of
Millikin's success. Three-year starters Karin
Olson, Joanna Conner and Lindsey Koehn,
and two-year starter Laura Zimmerman, are
shining examples of what Millikin women's
basketball is all about. The junior class, which
also includes Adriane Turner, opened its
career with a 13-11 record (Millikin's worst
since 1990-91) and a sixth-place CCIW finish.
Last season, they blossomed into a Top-32
team and earned a conference championship,
doing the same this year en route to Millikin's
first-ever team national championship.



All-Final Four T eam (L-R) - Joanna Conner, Lindsay
Ippel, Audrey Minott, Southern Maine’s Megan Myles,
Randolph-Macon’s Megan Silva. Conner was named the
Most Oustanding Player.

The Big Blue’s national championship was also
highlighted at the NCAA Men’s Division I Final
Four, as seen on the scoreboard in this year’s
Championship Game between Illinois and North
Carolina.

The Big Blue was honored by several community and state entities
after the championship run. Above, the Big Blue with the Illinois House
of Representatives and Bob Flider’s Office. Below, with Illinois Senator
Frank Watson. And the bottom photo at a Decatur City Council meet-
ing.

GO BI G BL UE! !
photography by Chase Agnello-Dean


