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What James Millikin envisioned when he
founded the University in 1901 was
unique: the university would embrace the
"practical" side of learning along with the
"literary and classical;" and, while affiliated
with the Presbyterian Church, it would not
be narrowly "sectarian" and would remain
open to all. 

The result is one of the nation's first
small, comprehensive universities that, a
century later, has four colleges and
schools: College of Arts and Sciences,
College of Fine Arts, School of Nursing
and Tabor School of Business. 

With an enrollment of approximately
2,400 students, Millikin is a devoted part-
ner to the Decatur-area community. Its
students learn through real-world projects
and learn to see connections with other
academic disciplines to demonstrate the
diversity of human experience, the interac-
tions between technology and society….
They learn about themselves and others,
developing a respect for differences and
for the dignity of all. 

The University subscribes to the phi-
losophy of the NCAA Division III and offers
no scholarships for athletes, but Millikin
has enjoyed a broad and successful ath-
letics program for many years. Teams and
individuals in every sport have earned
national recognition.

Sports for women include cross 
country, tennis, volleyball, basketball, 
soccer, swimming, softball, indoor and 
outdoor track & field and golf. Sports for
men include cross country, football, soc-
cer, basketball, swimming, wrestling, golf, 
indoor and outdoor track & field and base-
ball.

Type - Coed, independent 4-year univer-
sity, studies in Arts & Sciences, Business,
Fine Arts and Nursing.

Location - Decatur, Ill., population 80,000,
is 120 miles north of St. Louis, 180 miles
south of Chicago, and 150 miles west of
Indianapolis.

Academic Year - Fall and Spring
Semesters, Summer Session and
Intersession Immersion Courses.

Student Body - Appx. 2,400 students

Average Class Size
23 students

Student/Faculty Ratio 
13.7 to 1

Campus Size
75 acres

a 
unique private 
university

Students learn to see connections
with other academic disciplines to
demonstrate the diversity of 
human experience... developing a 
respect for differences and for 
the dignity of all.
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media information & protocol
Interviews - Media representatives are at liberty to
find their own post-game interviews. Please contact
Julie Farr, Sports Information Director, at
217.362.6429 or via e-mail at
jfarr@mail.millikin.edu, to schedule player interviews
at all other times. Coaches may be contacted direct-
ly at any time.

quick fact s
Location  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Decatur, Illinois
Founded/Opened  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1901/1903
President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Douglas E. Zemke
Enrollment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Appx. 2,400
Nickname . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Big Blue
Colors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Royal Blue and White
National Affiliation  . . . . . . . . . . . . .NCAA Division III
Conference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Illinois and Wisconsin
Head Coach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Marilyn Dechert
Golf Office Phone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .217.424.3502
2003 CCIW Finish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .DNF
Letterwinners Returning/Lost  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1/3
Sports Information Director  . . . . . . . . . . . .Julie Farr
Sports Information Phone  . . . . . . . . . .217.362.6429
Athletic Department Fax  . . . . . . . . . . .217.362.6414

The Millikin men’s and women’s golf teams use some of the
best public golf courses in the United States right here in
Decatur. The Big Blue plays and practices at two of the cities
five public courses, Scovill Park Golf Course and Hickory Point
Golf Course.

Scovill is located just two miles from the Millikin campus and
provides a 5,782-yard, par 71 course. Scovill is often referred
to as the “shot-maker’s course” because of its narrow, mani-
cured fairways that are hilly and tree-lined. Its greens are
undulating and are surrounded by mounds. 

In the June, 1999 edition of Golf for Women, Scovill was
ranked the third-best golf course in Illinois for women. 

Hickory Point is located in Forsyth, Ill., just five miles from
campus. It provides a 6,200-yard par 72 course. Hickory Point

is a course for both the beginner and the competitive golfer. Its
flat, wide fairways are perfect for learning, while long distances
and the ever-present wind provide challenges for more experi-
enced golfers.

Hickory Point hosts the annual LPGA Ladies Futures Mini
Tour as well as many high school and college tournaments. It
has a lighted driving range and hosts a variety of golf clinics
for children and adults.

For year round instruction and training, this indoor
practice facility on campus includes golf simulators, hitting
areas, sand trap, chipping and putting areas and training and
exercise equipment specifically for golf. With instructors and
facilities available this provides a great opportunity to move
your golf game up a couple notches during the off season.

practice & competition facilities

millikin university media outlet s
newsp apers:                                                                                  _______________________________ wire service:         ____                  

Chicago Sun-Times Chicago Tribune Decatur Herald & Review Decatur Tribune Associated Press

ph: 800.572.7003 ph: 312.222.3474 ph: 217.421.6979 ph: 217.422.9702 ph: 800.572.2585

fax: 312.321.3084 fax: 312.828.9392 fax: 217.421.7965 fax: 217.422.7320 fax: 312.781.1989

television:                                                       radio:                                                      _______________________________________________  

WAND-TV WCIA-TV WICS-TV WDZ WSOY WHOW

ph: 800.252.1601 ph: 800.252.3349 ph: 800.263.9720 ph: 217.423.9595 ph: 800.500.9769 ph: 217.935.9590

fax: 217.424.2583 fax: 217.373.3663 fax: 217.753.5681
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golf magazine credit s
The 2004 Women’s Golf Magazine was prepared by Julie Farr, Sports Information Director with assistance from intern Adrienne
Wirth. Cover design by Chris Weibring. Photography by Chase Agnello-Dean.

On the Cover - Sophomore Lydia Lindemann

CCIW website - www.cciw.org CCIW Hotline - 309.7947723

head coach marilyn dechert
E-mail: mdechert@mail.millikin.edu
Office phone: 217.424.3502

Marilyn Dechert begins her third season as the head coach of Millikin University’s women’s golf team in 2004
after leading her team to a third-place finish the CCIW Championships in 2002. Despite her impressive golf
resume, this is Dechert’s first coaching position.

A nine-time winner of the Decatur City Amateur, Dechert is only two wins shy of the record 11 wins. She
earned her first championship in 1950 at the age of 17 and has won five City Senior Amateur Championships.

Also on her list of achievements, Dechert finished second in the Illinois Senior State Championship in 1988. 
A Decatur High School graduate and former Millikin student, Dechert competed for the Big Blue in the National Collegiate

Tournament at Ohio State during her freshman season. Despite losing to future LPGA player Kathy McKinnon in the first round,
Dechert worked her way back through the tournament to earn the consolation championship.

In 2002, Dechert took over a six-year old program that had won two consecutive College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin
(CCIW) Championships and finished sixth as a team at the 2000 NCAA Championships.

Assist ant Coach Dick Dechert
Dick Dechert joins the women’s golf staff for the first time in 2004.

2004 big blue golf - 2

looking at 2004
Head coach Marilyn Dechert begins her third season with Millikin University and will see if her first solo recruiting efforts will pay
off as the entire team are her selections.

Missing from last year's team are four-year letterwinners and solid players Diane Imburgia, McKinzie Cloyd, and Erin O'Neill.
Imburgia capped off an impressive collegiate career with a 28th place finish at the 2004 NCAA Championships after finishing
45th in 2003. She also won the CCIW Individual Championship in 2002 and won three tournaments in 2003.  Cloyd finished 28th
at the CCIW Championships in 2003. O'Neill finished fifth at the 2003 CCIW Championships, one stroke behind Imburgia.  

Sophomore Lydia Lindemann tied for second place at the Knox College Invitational and finished seventh at the Illinois
College Invitational. Junior Rachel Reimer and sophomore Laura Rusk, as well as freshmen Maggie Edwards, Jessica Pavesic,
Holly Inman and Diana Schallert also look to filter into the mix.

2004 big blue preseason roster
Name Year Hometown High School
Maggie Edwards Fr. Bloomington, Ill. Tri-Valley
Holly Inman Fr. Mendota, Ill. Mendota
Lydia Lindemann So. Morton, Ill. Morton
Jessica Pavesic Fr. Naperville, Ill. Naperville Central
Rachel Reimer Jr. Decatur, Ill. Eisenhower
Laura Rusk So. Decatur, Ill. Eisenhower
Diana Schallert Fr. Effingham, Ill. St. Anthony
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Lydia Lindemann, Sophomore *
Morton, Illinois (Morton H.S.)
Fall 2003 - Led Millikin at Illinois College (88, 7th) and Knox (79, Tied 2nd)...Shot a 163 at IWU Invite and tied 18th at
UW-Oshkosh (177)...Averaged 87.6 for 2003-04 season. Spring 2004 - Tied 33rd at Augustana (95) and Hickory Point
(184) and tied 44that at IWU Spring Fling (90). Personal - Born 11-13-84...Elementary Education major.

Rachel Reimer , Junior 
Decatur , Illinois (Eisenhower H.S.)
Spring 2004 - Finished tied 51st at Augustana (104) and tied 62 at IWU Spring Fling (100)...Finished tied 57th at
Hickory Point (202)...Averaged 101.5 during spring season. Personal - Born 8-27-84...Nursing major.

2003-04 Averages

Imburgia, Diane 83.8
O'Neill, Erin 87.3
Lindemann, Lydia 87.6
Cloyd, McKinzie 100
Reimer, Rachel 101.5 (spring only)

NCAA Championship s

Diane Imburgia, Individual
(Tied for 28th overall)
Round One 84
Round Two 86
Round Three 82
Round Four 87
Total 339

2003-04 averages

returning player profiles

2004 big blue golf - 3

2003-04 in review
Illinois College Invit ational (9-2-03)
Millikin placed third (368)
Millikin Top Finisher: Lindemann (88, 7th)

Knox College Invit ationa (9-12-03)
Millikin placed eighth (356)
Millikin Top Finisher: Lindemann (79, Tied 2nd)

Illinois W esleyan Invit ational  (9-20/21-03)
Millikin finished tied 15th (668)
Millikin Top Finisher: Imburgia (151, Tied 5th)

Carthage Invit ational (9-26-03)
No Team Scores
Millikin Top Finisher: O’Neill (89, Tied 16th)

UW-Oshkosh Invit ational (9-27/28-03) 
Millikin placed tied fifth (728)
Millikin Top Finisher: Imburgia (170, tied 10th)

CCIW Championship s (10-4/5-03)
Millikin did not finish
Millikin Top Finisher: Imburgia (165, 4th)

photo
not 

available
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Year Place Coach
1996 - Fifth Jerre Fercho
1997 - Fifth Jerre Fercho
1998 - Third Jerre Fercho
1999 - Third Jerre Fercho
2000 - First John Bertges
2001 - First John Bertges
2002 - Third Marilyn Dechert
2003 - DNF Marilyn Dechert

2004 - Tied 28th- Diane Imburgia, 339 (84-86-82-87)

2003 - 45th - Diane Imburgia, 357 (89-91-91-86)

2002 - 19th - Donya Tetrault, 342 (88-89-82-83)

2001 - Team placed sixth with a 639 (328-326-328-311)
Tie 19th - Stephanie Feeney, 318 (81-81-79-77); Donya Tetrault (79-83-83-79)
Tie 28th - Diane Imburgia, 324 (80-79-84-81)
Tie 46th - Angela Hess, 338 (89-83-86-80)
54th - Katie Harp, 350 (88-89-82-91)

MU at NCAA championship s

2004 big blue golf - 4

top-10 CCIW finishers

1998 - Donya Tetrault (4th, 180)
Stephanie Feeney (5th, 181)

1999 - Stephanie Feeney (3rd, 170)
Donya Tetrault (8th, 183)
Angela Hess (10th, 185)

2000 - Stephanie Feeney (1st, 159)
Donya Tetrault (2nd, 165)
Diane Imburgia (7th, 174)
Erin O’Neill (9th, 177)

2001 - Diane Imburgia (1st, 77)
Donya Tetrault (Tie 3rd, 82)
Emily Woodward (Tie 10th, 89)

2002 - Diane Imburgia (2nd, 162)
Katie Harp (9th, 175)

2003 - Diane Imburgia (4th, 165)  
Erin O'Neill (5th, 166)  

big blue record book
Team Low Round (18 holes) - 
1. 311, Final round NCAA Championship (5-18-01)
2. 319, Illinois Wesleyan (9-22-01)

Team Low Round (36 holes)
1. 639 (328-311), Final round NCAA Championship (5-18-01)
2. 643 (321-322), Illinois Wesleyan (9-17-00)

Individual Low Round (18 holes) 
1. 73, Donya Tetrault (5-18-01), Diane Imburgia (9-28-02)
2. 74, Donya Tetrault (4-13-02), Diane Imburgia (9-21-03)

Individual Low Round (36 holes)
1. 150 (75-75), Stephanie Feeney, (9-16/17-00)
2. 151, Diane Imburgia (9-20/21-03)

Low Individual Average (Season) 
1. 80.1 - Stephanie Feeney (2000-01)
2. 82.7 - Diane Imburgia (2001-02)

past CCIW team finishes
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Griswold Physical Education Center 
Griswold Center is perfect for the intercollegiate athlete or intramural
player. The Center provides a gymnasium to seat 4,000, a running
track and three regulation-size basketball courts. Millikin hosts several
high school tournaments and games including the annual IHSA Class
A Girls and Boys Supersectionals.

The men’s and women’s bas-
ketball, women’s volleyball and men’s
wrestling teams also compete in
Griswold Center’s gym and its six-lane
McIntosh Pool is home to the Big Blue
men’s and women’s swim teams. The
building also houses classrooms, staff
offices, athletic training facilities and
locker rooms.

Just north of Griswold Center,
Millikin’s track & field teams take
advantage of 1997 renovations that

included an eight-lane, all-weather track. The
USATF Youth Athletic Championships were
held on the track in both 2000 and 2001 and
Millikin also hosted the NCAA Division III
Outdoor Track & Field Championships in 2001. 

Several Big Blue teams make use of
off-campus facilities. The men’s and women’s
tennis teams play and practice at the Fairview
Park Tennis Complex, located just across the
street from campus. The men’s and women’s

golf teams frequent the city’s three golf courses while the Big Blue baseball program
calls Sunnyside Park home. The softball team plays its
home games at Borg-Warner Sports Complex while the
cross country teams do most of their training at Fairview
Park on the paved, grass and dirt trails that trace the his-
toric Interurban Railway. The trails lead through Kiwanis
Park to the Macon County Conservation District Bikeway to
the Rock Springs Environmental Center. The men’s and
women’s soccer teams play
their home schedule at
Stephen Decatur Middle
School and also make use of
Fairview Park’s spacious areas
for practices.

Decatur Indoor S port s
Center (DISC)  at Millikin
Newly constructed in January
2000 in conjunction with the
Decatur Park District, the DISC
is a 87,000 square foot, on-
campus athletic facility. 

The DISC's new weight rooms are the perfect place
for the serious athlete or amateur to work up a sweat.
Upstairs facilities include machine weights and cardio-
vascular equipment while the lower-level room pro-
vides an expanse of free-weights and dumbbells. The
DISC also features a 200-meter indoor running track. For year round golf instruction and training, this indoor practice facility on
campus includes golf simulators, hitting areas, sand trap, chipping and putting areas and training and exercise equipment specif-
ically for golf. With instructors and  facilities available this provides a great opportunity to move your golf game up a couple
notches during the off season. For more information on the DISC, call 217.429.3472.

big blue athletic facilities
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