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The Millikin Mission:
To Deliver on the Promise
of Education
At Millikin, we prepare students for
• Professional success;
• Democratic citizenship in a global
environment;
• A personal life of meaning and value.

2007 Millikin Quick Facts*
We are...
a coed, private, four-year, comprehensive university
with studies in arts and sciences, business, fine arts
and professional studies
We were founded...
in 1901 by James Millikin, a prominent Decatur
businessman
We are located...
in Decatur, Ill., a metropolitan area of 100,000
residents, just 120 miles north of St. Louis, 180 miles
south of Chicago, and 150 miles west of Indianapolis
We have...
• 2,400 students;
56 percent female and 44 percent male
• a 75-acre campus
• fall and spring semesters, summer sessions
and immersions
• an average of 23 students in each class
• 145 full-time faculty, 74 percent of which hold
doctorates or the highest degree in their field
• 12.9:1 student/faculty ratio
• 20 NCAA Division III men’s and women’s
sports, fall and spring intramurals, members
of the College Conference of Illinois and
Wisconsin (CCIW)
We are ranked...
as a College of Distinction in the areas of engaging
students, great teaching, a vibrant community and
successful outcomes by collegesofdistinction.com.
Did you know...?
99 percent of Millikin students receive aid totaling
about $27 million. Millikin aid is awarded on the basis
of academic merit, talent and financial need.
We’re especially proud of this fact:
In 2006, 100 percent of graduates either gained
employment or entered graduate/professional school.

* Statistics taken from the
2007-08 admission e-viewbook.
To view the entire book, visit:
www.millikin.edu/viewbook

A

As an undergraduate student at Millikin
in the 1960s, I had the opportunity to
learn from some exceptional professors
whose legacies live on at the university
today. One of those influential professors was the late Dr. Daniel Gage, a
professor of history who taught at the
university for more than 20 years beginning in 1943. Dr. Gage presented his
subject in such a living, vibrant way that
you never forgot it. He was a marvelous
teacher and a mentor to many students,
including me, a business major with
limited interest in history at the time.
Early on, Dr. Gage noticed my lack of
enthusiasm for his course and proposed
a trade. If I came prepared and sat
in the front row each day of class, he
would show his support by attending
each of my home wrestling matches.
And that’s exactly what he did. I
could count on Dr. Gage to be in the
crowd (sometimes on the team bench),
cheering on the Big Blue. At one point
in class he discussed the history of
wrestling as a Greek and Roman sport,
further sparking my interest. I was so
absorbed by his teaching that I enrolled
in other history courses, cementing a
lifelong love of history that continues
to this day. The lessons I learned from
studying history with Dr. Gage provided
me with invaluable insights that helped
me in my business career and stimulated my desire for foreign travel to learn
more about the world in person.
Dr. Gage was one of several university professors who not only affected
my way of thinking but also changed
my life. My experience is not unique. In
fact, I ask each of you to reflect back on
your own college experiences and the
memory of at least one professor who
impacted your life in a significant way. I
see that clearly in conversations I’ve had
with alumni across the country; invariably the mention of the Millikin experience will instantly kindle memories of
professor lectures, classroom discussions, one-on-one discussions, and lessons learned and never forgotten. That’s
the kind of mentoring you get at Millikin;
classes personally taught by extraordinary professors who have dug deeply
into their field of study, not just labored
in the field.
And that’s why I’m concerned about
an apparent nationwide tendency in
higher education to depersonalize and
devalue what a professor brings to
his or her classroom. Part of this is no

doubt sparked by a growing dependence
on the Internet and online courses, in
which exchanges with a professor are
limited and seldom face-to-face. Some
proponents have even gone so far as to
suggest that a majority of higher education could be accomplished through the
Internet and the traditional professor
and classroom experience are becoming
obsolete.
This notion deeply disturbs me.
Clearly, these individuals have not experienced (or have forgotten) the value
you get from interaction with caring
and capable teachers. Setting aside for
a moment the Internet’s strength as
an information access tool, we see the
value of professors placed in front of
our students who can explain, interpret,
and put issues in context for them;
otherwise, we could have kicked off this
fall semester at Millikin by distributing
textbooks and calling it a day until it
was time to administer a final exam. The
benefits derived from a student’s faceto-face interaction with an enlightened,
well-educated, mission-driven – and
most importantly – student-focused
faculty cannot be underestimated.
That’s not to say that Internet learning doesn’t have worth. When used
effectively, it is a vital teaching tool. For
example, it can be and is utilized by Millikin professors to distribute information,
allowing more time in the classroom for
discussion. It also allows trained professionals to acquire additional training
and continuing education credits to help
them advance in their careers. However,
it is not a replacement for a residential
campus experience and the personal
interaction found there. Online study
assesses a student’s knowledge base; it
doesn’t necessarily develop and assess
the student’s critical thinking skills and
build face-to-face interpersonal skills.
At the end of the day, we must never
forget that we are creating intellectual
capital. We are not mass-producing accountants or dancers or nurses or one
of hundreds of other professions. Just
as our mission says, we are developing
minds that can and do achieve professional success, democratic citizenship in
a global environment, and personal lives
of meaning and value. That’s the true
promise of higher education, and it cannot be accomplished without dedicated,
dynamic and inspiring faculty members
mentoring our students daily in the
campus-wide classroom.

President’s
Perspective
Douglas Zemke ’66, Millikin President

“The art of teaching is the
art of assisting discovery.”
– Mark Van Doren

Campus
News
Kirkland hosts
‘An American Salute’
The School of
Music and Kirkland
Fine Arts Center
will present “An
American Salute” on
Sunday, Oct. 14, at
2 p.m. at Kirkland.
The concert will
feature the Millikin University Symphonic
Band and special guest conductor Col.
Thomas Rotondi Jr., a 1974 Millikin
graduate and leader and commander of
the U.S. Army Band, “Pershing’s Own.”
The concert will feature patriotic and
popular music by American composers.
The Symphonic Band is under the musical direction of Dr. Gary Shaw.
Rotondi will be recognized with
a Millikin Alumni Merit Award prior to
the afternoon performance since he is
unable to attend the awards ceremony
at homecoming this fall. The award
recognizes individuals who have distinguished themselves in their profession
or field of endeavor in such a way as
to reflect credit upon themselves and
Millikin. Originally from Chicago Heights,
Ill., Rotondi earned a bachelor’s degree
in music from Millikin and a master’s
degree in business administration from
Golden Gate University. He returns to
the Kirkland stage April 10, 2008, when
he brings “Pershing’s Own” to Millikin to
perform.
Tickets are $10 each through the
Kirkland Box Office, (217) 424-6318 or
online at www.millikin.edu/kirkland.
In conjunction with the above concert,
Kirkland is sponsoring “Profile a Patriot.”
Central Illinois residents are encouraged
to submit a biography of 250 words or less
about someone who exemplifies patriotism,
describing that person’s act or actions.
The patriot may be someone who currently serves or has served in a patriotic
way. By Oct. 5, send the biography and a
wallet-sized photo to kirkout@millikin.edu
or by mail (photos cannot be returned) to
Kirkland Fine Arts Center, Attn: B.J. Warren,
1184 West Main Street, Decatur, Ill. 62522.
Kirkland will post as many profiles as possible in the lobby.

International speakers highlighted during
campus celebration of International Month
International speakers and performers highlighted Millikin’s celebration
of International Month in September,
giving students, faculty, staff and community members the opportunity to
learn more about world cultures. One
of the speakers was 2007 Alumni Merit
Award recipient Steven R. Hurst, a 1970
Millikin graduate, who presented “Iraq
Today Through a Journalist’s Eyes,”
describing his experiences as current
bureau chief for the Associated Press in
Baghdad. The internationally recognized journalist accepted his award
Sept. 15 on campus during a brief
respite from his war-time assignment
that kept him from attending the award
ceremony held during homecoming in
early October.
One of the speakers, Sundeep Vani of
India, works at Archer Daniels Midland
Co. as a technical director working on
biodegradable plastics technology. He
has degrees in chemical engineering
and worked with NASA at the Johnson
Space Center developing biosensors for
use in space flight.
Austin Maguire of Ireland also spoke
on campus. He is president of Tate &

Lyle Sucralose. Maguire has worked for
Tate & Lyle for 20 years in various positions in Canada, the United Kingdom
and the United States.
The Argentinean Theatre group, Tres
x Tres were the featured performers in
late September, presenting “H&H,” the
story of a former repressor and a deafmute who live and work at a cemetery
maintaining and caring for the grounds.
The play, an analysis of the historical
time and the consequences of globalization: poverty and unemployment, was
performed in Kirkland Fine Arts Center.
On Mondays and Tuesdays in
September, there were presentations
by Millikin faculty and students on
recent and future foreign travel courses
and learning opportunities at Millikin.
Countries represented in the presentations included Argentina, Costa Rica,
South Africa, Ecuador, the Galapagos
Islands, Chile, Dominican Republic,
Nigeria, Thailand, India, Canada and
a course to Europe that examined the
Holocaust.
International Month was presented
by Millikin’s new Center for International Education.

Three alumni named to the university’s
Three new staff members joined the alumni and development office this summer.
Paul N. Scherschel ’04 has been named associate director of
major gifts, responsible for grant development and the scholarship program. Scherschel was previously a program specialist with
the Office of the Speaker in the Illinois House of Representatives.
Prior to that, he was a state service representative/writer with the
Governor’s Office of Citizens Assistance. As a student, he was
active on campus and received several awards, including the 2004
Student-Alumni Relations award.
Pattie Smith-Phillips ’96 has been named associate director of donor relations. In this role, she is responsible for planning and implementing a stewardship program and maintaining donor relations
and recognition. Smith-Phillips previously was executive director
of the Mental Health Association of Macon County Inc. in Decatur.
She also has served as small groups coordinator of the Boys and
Girls Club of St. Joseph County in South Bend, Ind.; sexual assault
support group facilitator and advocate coordinator for the S-O-S of

Three join Millikin board of trustees
Two Millikin alumni and an officer for
a Fortune 100 company recently joined
the Millikin board of trustees.
Karen DeWerff
Crapse of Columbus,
Ind., a 1988 Millikin
graduate, is international quality leader
of parts and service
at Cummins Inc. She
has worked at Cummins for 18 years in various manufacturing and quality leadership positions
and received professional certifications
as a Six Sigma master black belt and
a Society of Manufacturing Engineers
certified manufacturing engineer.
Crapse, who earned a master’s
degree in industrial engineering from
the University of Illinois, was inducted
into the Millikin Athletic Hall of Fame
in 2004 for her achievements in track
and cross country and still holds the Big
Blue records for the 5K in cross country
and the 3000-meter in track.
She has served as a deacon and elder
at Fairlawn Presbyterian Church in
Columbus for six years. She has also
served on the building and grounds
committee for six years.

Douglas S. Basler of
Lake Forest, Ill., a
1983 Millikin graduate, is president
of United Conveyor Corporation in
Waukegan, an international supplier of
engineering and ash
handling systems for coal-fired electric
utility plants. Basler joined the company in 1985 and worked in positions in
the field service group and engineering,
sales and production departments before
becoming president in 1999.
In addition to his bachelor’s degree
in production management from Millikin, Basler earned a master’s degree
in business administration from Northwestern University’s Kellogg Graduate
School of Business.
Basler is an active member of the
Young Presidents Organization, Vistage,
Chicago Council on Foreign Relations
and National Mining Association, and
he also serves on the biological sciences
visiting committee for the University of
Chicago Hospital.

Douglas J. Schmalz
of Decatur is senior
vice president and
chief financial officer
at Archer Daniels
Midland Co. (ADM).
Schmalz joined
ADM in 1985 and
has served as chief
financial officer since 1986. He was
appointed senior vice president in 2002
and also held the position of controller from 1985-1994. Prior to joining
ADM, Schmalz spent four years with
ConAgra, two years with Leisure
Dynamics Inc., and 10 years in public
accounting with Ernst & Young.
Schmalz earned a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Minnesota and is
a certified public accountant.
He is an active member of the
Decatur community, serving on boards
for Decatur Memorial Hospital, The
Community Foundation of Decatur/Macon County, The Boys & Girls Club
of Decatur and the Decatur Area Arts
Council.

alumni and development team.
Madison Center and Hospital in South Bend; medical/legal advocate for the Growing
Strong Sexual Assault Center in Decatur; and adjunct instructor of sociology at Millikin.
A 2007 graduate of the Decatur Leadership Institute, she is a member of the board
of directors of Growing Strong Sexual Assault Center. She has researched trends in
addressing the needs of the homeless for the Decatur Homeless Council and also
conducted research for the NWRAPS neighborhood organization.
Daniel F. Stuby ’07 has been named to the position of associate
director of young alumni relations. In this role, Stuby will plan,
implement and evaluate alumni programs, volunteerism and fund
raising for alumni who graduated from Millikin during the last
decade. His position will also provide oversight and direction for an
alumni volunteer admission counselor program developed in consultation with the admission office. As a student, he was active on
campus, including as a member of OneVoice vocal jazz ensemble,
supervisor of finance and business affairs for First Step Records and transportation/
logistics coordinator for Showchoir Camps of America Inc.

Millikin Quarterly wins 2007
APEX award of excellence
Millikin Quarterly has been awarded an
APEX award of excellence for the second
year in a row. The magazine is produced
by the alumni and development office.
The annual APEX Awards for Publication
Excellence is an international competition that recognizes outstanding publications from newsletters and magazines
to annual reports, brochures and Web
sites. Awards are based on excellence in
graphic design, quality of editorial content
and overall communications effectiveness.

BIG BLUE

Sports
For most of us, fall means a change of
seasons. For Chris Andriano ’74, head
football coach for Montini Catholic
High School in Lombard, Ill.; Chuck
Martin ’90, head football coach for
Grand Valley State University in Allendale, Mich.; and Josh Jostes ’97, head
football coach for Maroa-Forsyth High
School in Maroa, Ill., it means another
quest for an award-winning season.
Each coach has already achieved success on the field. Martin, who heads the
winningest Division II football program
in the country, has led his Lakers to two
NCAA national football championships
and the nation’s longest active winning
streak at 28 games. In 2004, Andriano
led his Broncos to a class 4A state football championship. Two years later, Jostes led his Trojans to a perfect season,
a class 2A state football championship
and a state record for most touchdowns
scored in a season after reaching the
state playoffs for each of the previous
two years.
Their records are also proof of
their winning ways. Prior to the start
of this fall, Andriano set an overall
record of 190-105 in his 30-plus years
of coaching. In his three years as head
coach, Martin set a record of 38-3. And
in the last three years, Jostes compiled a
33-5 record. “We’re all out of the same
mold,” Andriano says.
Although a connection to Millikin
ties these coaches together, the reasons
they began coaching varied. Andriano’s
interest began in his childhood neigh-

Three ways to win

ers. “The toughest part was
making everyone want to be
a part of Trojan football,”
he says.
Andriano describes his
losses as “haunting and
heartbreaking. You remember the losses a lot more
than the wins,” he says.
For Martin, losses are
made tougher by the high
expectations fans place on
him and his team not only
to win but to win big.
And yet these coaches
keep winning, overcoming
obstacles that come their
way. Andriano cites preparation and fundamentals
as his secret weapons for
success. “It’s not what you
do but how you do it,” he
says. “Developing the right
attitude” is also equally
important, he notes.
For Martin, placing emChuck Martin’90 (Grand Valley State University photo) phasis on the team dynamic
does the job. “Teamwork,
sacrifice, being unselfish,
borhood where he and his friends
hard work and strong character are all
passed time playing sports. Later, while
parts of success,” he says.
playing for the Big Blue football team,
Jostes emphasizes good behavior.
his coaches encouraged him to consider
“If they do what they are supposed to
a coaching career. Similarly, Jostes
do, we will have a ball, win games and
looked up to his coaches. “Throughout
learn a little bit about life along the
my life, we put coaches on a pedestal
way,” says Jostes.
and I always thought that is where I
“It’s not really about winning and
wanted to end up,” he says.
losing but developing the athletes’ charIn contrast, Martin began coachacters,” says Andriano.
ing in order to stay
Jostes agrees. “We constantly stress
involved in football
to our kids that commitment and makafter he finished
ing good decisions on and off the field
school. “When
are the key[s] to success in everything,”
you’re older, coachhe says.
ing is the next best
The coaches also stress to their
thing to playing. You
student athletes the importance of
miss the competition
teamwork. “Being part of a team applies
when you get done,”
to any business or organization later in
he says.
life,” says Martin.
Success hasn’t
All three men rely on their “home
always come easily.
teams” for support. “In coaching, you
Jostes struggled
have to have a supportive spouse,”
in his first year at
says Martin, who describes his wife as
Maroa-Forsyth High
“pretty much a single mom between
School, finishing
August and February.”
with
a
1-8
record
Chris Andriano ’74 (on right) and his son, Matt, who is also
Similarly, Jostes and his family feel
and only 27 playan assistant coach for his team

Do you miss listening
to WJMU
WJMU,, The Quad?
the weight of
his sacrifice.
“It is tough.
My boys and
my wife are
obviously very
understanding.
They understand it is my
passion,” says
Jostes.
Andriano
Josh Jostes ’97 savors a
agrees that
championship moment.
family support (Stop-Action Sports
is key to a ca- Photography photo)
reer in coaching, but finds that with his own family,
coaching is a family affair. His children
graduated from Montini Catholic and
his son, Matt, helps coach the Broncos.
“The whole family has a commitment to
sports, so for me it isn’t really hard.”
Jostes and his wife, Heidi, live in
Maroa, Ill., with their three children:
sons Reed, 7, and Wade, 5; and daughter Brynn, 1. Andriano and his wife,
Deanna Moore Andriano ’75, also have
three children: sons Matt, 29, and Scott,
23; and daughter Lisa, 26. They live in
Aurora, Ill. Martin and his wife, Dulcie,
live in Hudsonville, Mich., with their
two children: son Max, 6, and daughter
Emma, 2.
What do the coaches have to say about
their alma mater and shared kinship?
“So many Millikin grads are coaching
because of the excellent education and
teaching program,” says Martin.
“I have had two job interviews and got
both of them, so I think Millikin diplomas speak for themselves,” says Jostes.
“I think these alumni are great guys
before they’re great coaches and that’s
what’s most important,” says Andriano. ●
by Jamie Steward ’09
Editor’s Note: These are just
three of the many Millikin
alumni who are successful
coaches. Know of others who
have achieved excellence as
coaches? Let us know by sending an e-mail to alumnews@millikin.edu or by calling toll free
to 1-877-JMU-ALUM.

Now you can listen LIVE
through the Internet to
WJMU-FM, “the voice
of the Quad,” 24 hours a day,
right from the comfort of
your home or office.
Be sure to tune in for
Big Blue football game
coverage on Saturdays, too!
So get clickin’ and
start listenin’:
mms://streaming.millikin.edu/wjmu
(Local listeners: Set your dial to 89.5 FM)

Can’t get enough
of Big Blue Sports?
Check out MU’s athletics history website, where you’ll find photos
and info on top Big Blue athletes through the years, including captains,
MVPs, and an index and photos of Athletic Hall of Fame recipients:
www.millikin.edu/athletics/history
Comments and questions about the site should be e-mailed to:
BigBlueHistory@millikin.edu.

Career
advice
by Pam Folger,
Director of Millikin’s Career &
Experiential Education Center (CEEC)

According to the U.S. Department
of Labor, the average length of
time a person stays in a job has
decreased over the past several
decades. Therefore, you have less
time to “make your mark” and
demonstrate the value that you
bring to the organization before
moving on to the next career
opportunity. The good news is
that today’s fast-paced workplace,
which has been transformed by
technology, economic factors and
other influences, also presents
tremendous new opportunities for
you to succeed. By creating
a powerful personal brand you
can make your mark quickly and
achieve your desired level of
professional success.
What is your “personal brand”?
According to “Career Distinction:
Standing Out By Building Your
Brand” (2007), it consists of your
credibility, visibility, personality
and personal style, and is the most
effective and innovative strategy

What is your online
identity? Google yourself
regularly to find out. Do
the results communicate
your personal brand? To
those who don’t know
you, you are your Google
results. To advance
your career, you must
proactively manage your
online identity.

Brand yourself for professional
you can use to achieve professional
success and career satisfaction. It
allows you to distinguish yourself
from others and demonstrate your
value to employers. Your success will
depend on the personal brand you
create and your ability to nurture
and manage that brand.
Building your personal brand
takes time. Think of brands that
are familiar to you – i.e., Coke,
Microsoft, Nike – these brands didn’t
happen overnight. It took time to
build the reputation of quality and
excellence. And these brands are
constantly improving their products
and strategically positioning
themselves in the marketplace. You
should be doing the same with your
personal brand.
To define and develop your personal
brand, you must first know yourself.
This process of self-evaluation
helps you to identify your values,
strengths and passions; clarify your
goals; and articulate your vision and
purpose. For some people, reflecting
on these is enough. For others, it
may mean completing values and
interest assessments to gain insight.
And for a few it may mean careercounseling sessions to guide them
through this process.
In addition to knowing yourself,
it is important to know how
others perceive you. In today’s
world, success means consistently
demonstrating your value not only to
your boss, but to your colleagues as
well. Knowing how others perceive
you gives you insight to your brand
attributes – the adjectives people
use to describe you – both positive
and negative. You may already
have some sense of this perception
from your previous performance
evaluations. Some organizations
give performance evaluations that
include feedback from those at all
levels of the organization – these
are particularly helpful in developing

and/or assessing your brand. For
those who don’t have this, getting
feedback from colleagues is as
simple as asking for their input.
While you may not agree exactly
with how people describe you,
remember that their perception is
their reality. Therefore, your goal
is to emphasize your positive brand
attributes and to minimize your
negative attributes.
Next you need to identify your
network – those people who know
you and will communicate your
brand message. This network
has several layers – those who
know you best, family, friends,
co-workers; peers, supervisors,
customers, external associations
and acquaintances; and the general
population. Obviously, those further
away from your inner network have
less awareness of your brand.
Your brand message should be
clearly communicated to those
in your brand network, targeting
those who can help you to achieve
your career goals. But don’t wait
until you are in job search mode;
your connection to your network
and communication of your brand
must be ongoing to be effective. In
your current workplace you need
to promote your brand by being
visible and developing solid working
relationships. If possible, seek
out a mentoring relationship with
someone who has experience that
is relevant to your career goals,
as this can help you in further
developing your brand and building
your network.
What is the message you will
communicate to your network of
contacts? Your personal brand
statement should consist of
a sentence that can be easily
understood and recited from
memory. For example, someone who
works as a regional manager for
pharmaceutical sales might say, “I

success
inspire and motivate high-achieving
pharmaceutical salespeople through
my enthusiasm, focus, empathy and
strong spirit of competition.”
After developing your personal
branding statement, expand it to
a brand profile. This includes a
more in-depth summary of your
vision, purpose, values, passions,
attributes, strengths and goals. You
can then use your brand profile
to develop your marketing tools
– resume, portfolio or biography.
Cover letters also give you another
opportunity to convey your brand.
While your resume will focus on
hard skills, your cover letters give
you the opportunity to demonstrate
your soft skills and personality. You
should also use your brand profile
when making career decisions and
measure it against your employer’s
brand or a job you are considering.
It helps you to stay true to what is
important to you in your career.
Personal branding means shifting
to a new mindset; to see yourself
as your own career manager and
understand that career management
is an ongoing dynamic process.
Remember, in today’s fast-paced
work environment your reputation
is your most valuable career asset –
and your reputation is your personal
brand. By taking time to define and
document your personal brand, you
increase your chances of “making
your mark” quickly and achieving
career success as you navigate the
ever-changing work world.

Pam Folger, director of Millikin’s
Career & Experiential Education
Center, has more than 20 years experience in career and employment
services, nine of them at Millikin.
She earned her bachelor’s degree
from Eastern Illinois University and
her master’s degree from the University of Illinois at Springfield.

Meet Kevin Braden ’09
Hometown: Decatur, Ill.
Major: Psychology
Year: Junior

Why are you a Millikin Fund caller?
“I am a caller because it is a way for me to be
giving back to the university while I am still
attending. It is such a great experience as well
as a great time, too!”

What do you enjoy most about calling?
“What I enjoy most about calling is the
conversations I have with the alumni. Usually
we strike up a conversation about what the
university was like when they were attending the
school. It is interesting getting to compare the
differences from then to now. They always have
great stories to tell!”

Thanks for answering.
For the Millikin Fund*, it’s all about the numbers, and our friendly Millikin students help those
numbers add up.
Last fall, 15 student callers worked 2,078 hours over 137 days to call 10,560 households
in 45,350 attempts.
Because you answered when Millikin called, the students raised $73,065 with an average
pledge of $67.31. Because you answered, the Millikin Fund raised over $2.4 million in
2006-07, with $385,000 of that total coming from alumni giving their support.
And although those numbers are signiﬁcant, they’re not nearly as important as the number
of ways your support helps our students fulﬁll their dreams by updating technology, bring-

Ofﬁce of Alumni
and Development
Millikin University
1184 W. Main
Decatur, IL 62522
Phone: 217-424-6383
Toll Free: 1-877-JMU-ALUM
www.millikin.edu/alumni
*The university’s fundraising
campaign to support its annual
operating budget.

ing top faculty to campus and more. For that, Millikin students say “thanks for answering.”
Didn’t make it to the phone in time last year? Kevin and other Millikin students are calling
now, Sunday through Thursday from 6 to 9 p.m.

Thanks for answering!
Afraid you’ll miss our call? Make a secure gift online at
www.millikin.edu/alumni/gifts.asp

MU HISTORY

Just the beginning

I

In December 1920, a Millikin English Club was born, and with it, plans were
hatched for a reading room for English majors. Under the guidance of Dr. Grace
Patten Conant, then English department chair, the students of the English Club
began raising funds and reviewing interior design plans for the remodeling of
room 127 in Liberal Arts Hall (today’s Shilling Hall). Chicago decorator Leon
Pescheret provided draperies, tapestry, carpet and small chairs for the room.
Pescheret also designed the lamps and lampshades, which were made by the
art department under the direction of Miss Emma Bates Robbins. Faries Manufacturing Co. of Decatur made much of the furniture, including bookcases and
tables, all with an Elizabethan and Renaissance flair.
Finally, on May 29, 1923, the new Elizabethan Study was dedicated and
opened to students. According to a Decaturian published June 1, 1923, Millikin
students now had a “beautiful room where they may work surrounded by the
proper atmosphere.”
To maintain the “proper atmosphere,” use of the study was governed by
eight rules. Rule No. 5: “Silence is a cardinal rule. Even whispered conversations are disturbing to those who are reading. Two persons should not converse
even though they are alone in the Study.” Other rules reminded readers to “step
lightly” and “close the door quietly,” that “eating is out of place” and that they
were “not encouraged to use the room, as a rule, for a few minutes only. An
uninterrupted hour is desired. Unnecessary entrances are to be avoided.”
Under the guidance of Professor Davida McCaslin, who was named English
department chair when Conant left Millikin in 1926, the English Club (which
was renamed the Conant Society in their former mentor’s honor) continued to
add books and furnishings to the room over the years.
Shortly after World War II, a huge influx of students entering Millikin on
the G.I. Bill created a shortage of classrooms, and the Elizabethan study was
dismantled and stored. In 1962, renewed interest gained momentum, including
letters and support from Conant (who had been living in Massachusetts since her
retirement), and the study was reassembled, redecorated and reopened in Gorin
Library. Conant sent a number of items to help decorate the new version of the
study, including a framed drawing of Pescheret’s original design plans.
The Gorin Library Elizabethan Study was dismantled in 1978 when the
library moved into Staley Library. The original bookcases, many of its volumes
and some of its décor now reside in the University Archives and Special Collections room in Staley Library. ●

Bookmarks distributed at the study’s 1923 dedication read:
Oh for a booke and a shadie nooke
Eyther indoore or out;
With the grene leaves whispering over hede
Or the street cryes all about
Where I maie rede all at my ease,
Both of the newe and olde
For a jollie good book wherein to looke
Is better to me than golde.

Shhh!
Remembering
Millikin’s
Elizabethan
Study
The Elizabethan Study was
an elegant and luxurious
place for quiet study, reading
and contemplation.

by University Archivist
Amanda Pippitt and
Archives Associate Todd Rudat

Above, the Elizabethan Study
in Shilling Hall in the 1920s.

Dr. Millie Boaz

Mentor becomes pupil
This summer, Dr. Mildred “Millie” Boaz
did what any young-at-heart retiree
would do: She went to camp.
Boaz, a trained cellist, followed a
long-time dream to Interlochen, Mich.,
for an intense week of music making.
“That is where my life has taken
a passionate direction,” she says in
describing the way music fills her postMillikin years.
Even during her Millikin days, from
1981 to 1999, Boaz shared her passion
for literature with students by day and
indulged her love of music spare time by
playing in local quartets. It is a chapter
in her life she remembers fondly.
“Millie was a wonderful teacher
– all her students really loved her,”
says Randy Brooks, chair of the English
department. “She was also a wonderful
colleague – always cheerful and upbeat
and calm. She had a good perspective
on things and always saw the big
picture.”

While at Millikin, Boaz served as
chair of both the English department
and the humanities division of the
College of Arts and Sciences, and was
director of the James Millikin Scholars
Honors Program. In recognition of her
contributions to the university, the
Millikin board of trustees named her
professor emeritus of English at her
retirement.
One of her students was English
major and James Millikin scholar Stacy
Welsh Cavanaugh ’96, who enjoyed a
number of Boaz classes.
“Dr. Boaz always encouraged looking
at both the music and art of a period
when we studied literature,” says
Cavanaugh. “It was exciting to be able
to draw connections between disciplines
as we studied.”
That unique interdisciplinary
approach would become a hallmark
of every Boaz class, where students
learned about the multifaceted
influences on the authors whose works
they were reading.
Building bridges between the arts to
illuminate common themes and convey
a vivid message is a practice Cavanaugh
– now a minister – has borrowed from
her former professor for use in the
pulpit.
“Drawing on my experiences from
Dr. Boaz’s classes, I pull in illustrations
based on art, music and literature as
I am proclaiming the Scriptures to my
congregation,” says Cavanaugh.
As Brooks recalls, “Millie truly
understood and appreciated an
integrated approach to education.
She loved making those connections
between the arts, and she personally
lived that theme – integrating art into all
areas of her life.”
It was the arts, in fact, that drew
Boaz and her husband, John, to their
current home in Chicago, where they
immerse themselves in the city’s cultural
scene and stay fit with tennis and
bicycling.

Boaz studies cello with Richard
Hirschl, a Juilliard graduate and member
of the Chicago Symphony. She is also
an active member of several chamber
groups, string quartets and piano trios.
But true to her roots as an English
professor, Boaz also finds time to
participate in a book group and is
completing her own private reading
agenda.
“I re-read George Eliot’s
‘MiddleMarch’ for my own sake, and just
savored it,” she says.
Boaz also was drawn in by a
collection of “insightful” David Foster
Wallace essays called “Consider the
Lobster.” Also at the top of the Boaz
reading list are biographies, including
those of Virginia Woolf and Edith
Wharton, as well as works exploring the
lives of musical luminaries like Brahms
and Beethoven.
“Even my musical interests have
opened up some areas new to me in
history and politics,” says Boaz.
The same might be said of her
travels, which include destinations like
Egypt, where Boaz gained an “eyeopening” perspective on the ongoing
questions facing the Middle East.
Some of her favorite trips, however,
take her closer to home, such as San
Diego, where son Andrew lives with his
wife and their twins. Boaz also regularly
visits daughter Julia and her husband in
Boulder, Colo.
Wherever you may find her –
whether it is reading a biography about
Beethoven, admiring the art that may
have inspired him, traveling to Vienna
to walk in his footsteps, or playing his
music on her cello – Boaz’s life remains
true to her teaching philosophy.
“Integrating the arts in my life has
been quite important to me,” says Boaz.
“I’m enjoying retirement immensely
– learning new things, making some
improvements in my musical technique
and finding new outlets for my
interests.” ● by Celeste Huttes ’88

She handles it well
Director of Millikin’s Pre-Professional Program trains students to succeed in health fields

I

In boxing, a “handler” assists in the

“I knew I wanted to get into the

training of a fighter or is the fighter’s

health sciences, and Millikin’s pre-

second during a match.

professional program – and specifically

In Millikin’s pre-professional

Dr. Handler – were the most impressive

program, students have their own

by far,” says Christina Hansen ’05. “I

“handler”: Dr. Cynthia Handler ’65,

wanted a school dedicated to helping

who trains them to fight their way

me transition to medical school and

through complex professional school

beyond, and that’s why I chose Millikin.”

applications, stringent entrance
examinations and more.
As director of Millikin’s Pre-

Two years ago, Christina and four
other Millikin graduates – Eric Kotel
’05, Lauren Hedenschoug ’05, Ben

Professional Program, Handler advises

Veenstra ’05 and Jamie Martin Mackin

students in more than 13 health

’02 – then enrolled in graduate and

professions. She has a working

medical programs at Tulane University

knowledge of 127 medical schools,

in New Orleans discovered the depth of

dozens of osteopathic medical schools

Handler’s dedication when they found

and many post-graduate programs in

themselves caught up in the chaos of

physical therapy and physician assistant

Hurricane Katrina.

training, as well as other allied health

“Dr. Handler was a real lifesaver

professions. But more importantly,

for us,” Hansen says. “When we had to

she has a wealth of experience in the

evacuate and leave Tulane, we really

complicated application process and a

didn’t know what to do.”

very personal interest in her students’
success.
Although she also serves as chair

So they came “home” to Millikin and
Handler.
“I walked into my office after

of the pre-professional committee and

teaching class one day, and there they

associate professor of biology, one

were,” Handler remembers. “I just

of her favorite roles is that of health

thought, ‘Thank God you’re safe.’ It was

professions advisor. It’s a responsibility

so good to see those kids and know

she’s held for more than 10 years,

they were OK.”

giving her an insider’s knowledge of the

But soon after that joyful reunion,

intricate path students must navigate

Handler was tracking down basic needs

to enter a professional school – a path

for the students, including clothing,

that often starts before the student even

since four of the five evacuees had been

enrolls.

rushed out of New Orleans with only

“I work with admissions and

their backpacks. One of the students

participate in campus visit days,”

had an interview for a medical school,

Handler says. “I’m pretty persuasive at

so Dr. Handler arranged the loan of a

promoting Millikin as a place to get a

suit through her contacts in Decatur’s

wonderful liberal arts education and a

retail community, enabling the student

good foundation in science.”

to “dress for success” for the interview.

Many of her former pre-professional
students agree.

Dr. Cynthia Handler, a 1965 Millikin
graduate, has taught at the university
since 1997. She earned her master’s
degree and doctorate at Ohio State
University and previously held faculty
appointments at Ohio State University,
the University of Delaware, Barnard
College/Columbia University, and
Brandeis University. As director of
Millikin’s pre-professional program,
she is the faculty advisor for Alpha
Epsilon Delta, the pre-professional
honorary fraternity, as well as the PT/
OT Association. She is a member of
Sigma Xi, the American Physiological
Society, the Canadian Physiological
Society and the Society for
Neuroscience. Her father, the late Jere
Mickel, taught theatre and speech at
Millikin from 1953-70.

That level of preparation for success

continued next page
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Dr. Cynthia Handler

“The program is tough and Dr.
Handler is tough, but if you do what she
says and do your best, you will succeed,”
says Andrew Dunn of Decatur, a senior
currently applying to medical schools.
As secretary of the Illinois Gamma
chapter of Alpha Epsilon Delta, a national
honor society for health profession students,
Dunn emulates his mentor and assists his
chapter’s mentoring program for preprofessional freshmen.
“Our goal is to help them stick it
out for all four years and just be there for
them,” he explains.
And that, according to Handler, is the
crux of being a health professions advisor
– just being there for the students.
“The students know that they have
access to me, and I’ll be straightforward
with them,” she says. “In spite of the
formality of the program, I try to make it

continued from previous page
is a hallmark of the students and the program, as confirmed

personal and friendly, so they know they can come to me.”
That personal touch has been especially important to Frederik

by the high rate of student admissions to professional schools.

Rebling, the program’s first international student. A senior from

Nationwide, only about 50 percent of students who apply to

Tutzing, Germany, Rebling is an enthusiastic proponent of the

medical school are actually admitted, but Millikin’s admission

program and of Handler.

rate for pre-med students is 80-85 percent since Handler

“When I arrived at Millikin, it was intimidating,” he says. “But

joined the faculty. And for the just-completed application year,

I knew straight away when I met Dr. Handler that this was the

eight of the nine Millikin students who applied were admitted

right program. She tells you how it is and gives you a reality

to medical school.

check of what you have to conquer, because it’s a big mountain

Handler says it’s important to keep the lines of

and you have to slowly make your way up. She’s got the map,

communication open with students and be completely honest

and all you need to do is follow the trail and you’ll get where you

about their progress and opportunities.

want to be.”

“I’ll always be honest with students,” she says. “They may

As for Handler, she’s pleased to be director of the

not hear what they want to hear, but I have to be truthful

program that’s helped many students get their start as health

about where they stand.”

professionals.

For some students, that honesty can be intimidating.

“I know they’re happy and doing what they want to do,” she

But for those who stick with the program, Handler’s honest

says. “And I know they’re grateful for what they received from

communication, as well as her ready availability, makes the

Millikin. I know how I feel about Millikin and I know they feel the

difference.

same way.” ● by Margaret Friend

Living in
Mr. Rogers’
Neighborhood

Paul K. Taff ’41 was instrumental in the success of
several iconic television shows for children, including
“Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood” and “Seasame Street.”

I

magine, if you can, a world with
no Elmo. No Neighborhood of
Make Believe. And no French Chef
and cheery cry of “bon appetit!”
Without Paul K. Taff ’41, we could
lack all that and more. Taff has spent
more than 60 years in the broadcasting
industry, dedicating himself to bringing
educational programs into American
homes. As director of children’s programming at NET (National Educational Television, a forerunner to PBS),
he brought a local public television
program to national acclaim – “Mr.
Rogers’ Neighborhood”– and followed
it by bringing Julia Child’s first cooking program, “The French Chef,” to
television screens nationwide. Taff was
also one of the planners and served on
the national board of advisors for the
creation of “Sesame Street,” a program
that debuted in 1969 and is still educating and entertaining children today with
Elmo and his colorful, furry friends.
Taff is also proud of his role in bringing college-level curriculum to public
broadcasting nationwide, providing
people of all ages with the opportunity
to use their TV as a tool to help advance
their education.
“Education is the most important
thing,” he says. “I believe that’s what
television should be used for.”
Taff’s first job in broadcasting came
during his time as a Millikin student,

working as a control room operator at
Decatur’s WSOY radio station in 1940.
He also did some announcing and had
his own Saturday afternoon program,
“Echoes of the Opera.” After graduation, he began his career as continuity
director at St. Louis’ KFUO, leaving
to serve in military intelligence during
World War II and becoming KFUO’s
assistant programming director when
he returned. He went on to serve as program director at WBEZ-FM in Chicago
and as the first general manager for
WMVS-TV in Milwaukee. He was also
assistant manager and program director
at WTVP-TV in Decatur (now WANDTV), and holds the distinction of being
the first person shown on WTVP on its
first day of broadcasting. He also found
time to complete a master’s degree in
radio and television at Northwestern
University.
Taff rose to become president and
CEO of television and radio at Connecticut Public Broadcasting and also
served as president and CEO of the
Connecticut Broadcasters Association
(CBA). Today, he prides himself on
“still working every day” by serving
as president emeritus of the CBA. In
recognition of his ground-breaking career, the National Academy of Arts and
Sciences named him a 2005 Gold Circle
inductee, only the third person ever to
receive the award. He also received the

first-ever Lifetime Achievement Award
from the Connecticut Broadcasters
Association and a Connecticut radio
station he helped found changed its call
letters to WPKT (for Paul K. Taff) in his
honor. In 1976, he was recognized with
a Millikin Alumni Merit Award.
In addition to his years behind
the scenes in broadcasting, Taff has
interviewed a who’s who list of the
well known during his career, including
legendary figures such as British Prime
Minister Clement Atlee, Illinois governor Adlai Stevenson, television host
Rod Serling, actress Gloria Swanson
and entertainment duo Roy Rogers and
Dale Evans. He exerted his influence
as a member of the children’s program
experts group of the European Broadcast Union and also served as co-chair
of a media and communications task
force for the White House Conference
on Families.
It is a career he could not have envisioned while growing up in Belleville,
Ill. In fact, Taff had not even planned
to go to college after high school. “It
was always out of the question – until
I received a small scholarship at high
school graduation and another from
Millikin,” he says. “I hitchhiked there
for a look-see and finally enrolled.”
While at Millikin, Taff was featured in
Who’s Who in American Colleges

Living in Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood

A note from the writer

continued from page 18

and Universities, served
as president of the Student
Council and the Independents, was a member of Alpha
Omega’s men’s honor society
and earned a varsity letter in
baseball.
Taff has fond memories of
his time as a Millikin student.
“The German class put on
a drama and I played Hitler
– which caused a minor problem when later on during the
war I was being considered
for acceptance in the Intelligence Service,” he says.
Another memory is musically related.
“Dawn Odell ’41 and
Taff met his wife, Dawn Odell ’41, at Millikin.
I participated in student
produced/acted radio plays
on WSOY,” he says. “One year, we collaborated in playing records of Christmas
music from the tower of [Shilling Hall]. One evening, in the midst of the beautiful Christmas carols, everyone listening heard a raucous rendition of ‘Hold That
Tiger.’ To this day we think it was someone from the SAE fraternity.”
Dawn turned out to be much more than just Taff’s collaborator on the radio
– they have been collaborating in all aspects of life for more than 66 years now.
After meeting Dawn, Paul even switched his major from science to English, her
major, in order to see her more often, and they became inseparable. They graduated together in June 1941 and were married that July 13. Today they live in
Glastonbury, Conn., and have two sons, Paul and Richard, and one granddaughter, Stephanie.
Sarah Corso ’08

During my 21 years, there isn’t an
aspect of my life that hasn’t been
influenced by public television. I
grew up watching PBS’s KETC-TV
St. Louis, which showed children’s
educational programming in the
morning and afternoon with an hour
break around lunchtime for cooking
shows. Because of a childhood that
included educational children’s programming like Sesame Street, I have
become an avid reader and love to
learn new information about a wide
variety of topics. Watching “Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood” taught me that
it was okay to be a unique individual
with thoughts and feelings of my own
– something I have learned to value
more and more as I’ve grown up. And
with the help of pioneering television
chefs like Julia Child, I developed a
lifelong love of being in the kitchen.
So, while completing a writing
internship for Millikin Quarterly
magazine this summer, you can imagine my excitement at being asked to
write about the Millikin alumnus who
had a hand in making national icons
out of “Sesame Street,” “Mr. Roger’s
Neighborhood” and Julia Child.
Thanks to the dedication of Paul K.
Taff, these three shows had a positive
impact on my life and the lives of
countless others. – Sarah Corso ’08

Millikin’s legacy program

• Annual $1,000
scholarships for children
and grandchildren
of Millikin alumni
• Must be full-time,
degree seeking
students enrolled
in traditional
undergraduate
curriculum

Questions?
Call the Student
Service Center
toll free 1-800-373-7733
(locally, dial 424-6317)
or send an e-mail to
studentservicecenter@millikin.edu

Sibling scholarships are also available for families with multiple children
attending Millikin concurrently. Pictured above are six Millikin hopefuls,
all children of Brad Rademaker ’85. From left: Jack, 5; Thomas, 2; Hannah, 11; Luke, 7; Olivia, 9; and Benjamin, 3.
For more information about legacy and sibling scholarships,
contact the Student Service Center.

Looking for Millikin gear?
Look no further than the comfort of your own home!

The online Millikin bookstore is THE campus destination for college and Greek apparel,
accessories, great gifts and cards. Browse through our merchandise and purchase Millikin
gear right from your home!

www.striglos.com/millikin/index.asp
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Best in
show

An alum’s lifelong passion
became a successful career.

S

hirley Simcox Parkinson
’51 of Decatur loved
horses from a very tender
age.
“When I was 10 days old my sister,
Virginia, took me for a ride on her
horse,” she says. “I always had a horse
to ride as I was growing up and began showing horses when I was 14.”
Those early experiences bloomed into a
lifelong love of horses and a nationally
recognized career in the industry, most
recently as steward for the 2007 Illinois
State Fair horse shows.
It is an industry she has served with
distinction through the years: Parkinson was named the national United
Professional Horsemen’s Association’s
(UPHA) 1989 Horsewoman of the Year,
and she was inducted into the UPHA
Hall of Fame in 2001. The UPHA, an
organization she served as secretary
for 18 years, also created the Shirley
Parkinson Professional Achievement
Award, which is presented to a professional horse trainer who goes outside
of his/her duties to promote the horse
show industry. Parkinson was also
inducted into the Kentucky State Fair
Horse Show Hall of Fame in 2006, and
she and her husband, Rex, are the only
couple to have been inducted into the
Land of Lincoln Purebred Breeders
Association Hall of Fame. In addition,

Shirley Simcox Parkinson ’51 has been involved in training,
showing and stewarding horses for more than 50 years.

Parkinson also served two terms on the
board of the American Hackney Horse
Society, a national breed registry, and
was secretary and board member of the
Mid-West Hackney Association. She
also served on the U.S. Equestrian Federation Hackney/Harness Pony Rules
committee, and her role as steward for
the Illinois State Fair meant working in
conjunction with the judges to ensure
that all entrants followed the rules.
How did horse training grow from a
passion into a full-time career training
and showing Hackney ponies?
“The old saying ‘Love conquers
all’ would best cover that question,”
she says. “I married a horse trainer in
December 1951.” The Parkinsons went
on to train many award-winning horses,
despite some major hardships. Their
barn burned in 1968, and the rebuilt
barn burned in 1996, this time taking
the life of Rhythm’s Spirit, one of their
treasured Hackney stallions.
“God giveth and God taketh away,”
she says. “You just raise your chin a
little higher, straighten your shoulders a
little, stand a little taller and say, ‘I can
overcome these setbacks.’ And we did
just that.”
“Our most major setback was my
husband losing his good health and my
becoming a sole caretaker, but we shall
work that out also.”

A lifelong career with horses wasn’t
Parkinson’s original career plan – during her time at Millikin, she studied
physical education and planned to
become a teacher. “I was always very
athletic and loved all sports,” she says.
While at Millikin, Parkinson played on
the women’s basketball, bowling and
tennis teams.
Sports weren’t all she loved at Millikin. “The classes I took had some
outstanding professors. And I loved
trying to beat Professor Albert Taylor
Mills [longtime professor] at ping pong,
which I never accomplished.”
Delta Delta Delta, as well as Millikin, ran in her family. “My time as
a member of Delta Delta Delta was a
wonderful experience,” Parkinson says.
Her mother, Lena Moore Simcox ’14,
attended both the Millikin academy and
the university, and had pin No. 4 from
Millikin’s chapter of Delta Delta Delta
sorority. Her father, Carleton Simcox,
also attended the academy. “They
always said everything west of Fairview
was a cow pasture when they were at
Millikin,” she says. Her aunts Josephine
Simcox DeLay ’23 and Lillian Moore
’10 and sisters Virginia Simcox Cunningham ’66 and Jean Simcox Adams
’42 (also a Tri-Delt) attended Millikin
as well. by Sarah Corso ’08

Living,and
loving,the
musical life

ALUMNI PROFILE

Even after retirement, this 1956 graduate’s
passion for music keeps him teaching.

Jack Schepper ’56 (far right) with
his family. From left, son Steve
Schepper ’76, daughter-in-law
Sally Brown Schepper ’78, and
wife Linda Boner Schepper ’55.

J

ack Schepper’s living
room has the things that
most people’s living rooms
have: a couch, coffee table,
windows that look out onto the
front lawn.
But a baby grand piano is parked
right in the center of it all, and there is
a keyboard and a stack of shelves with
neatly arranged sheet music – a “lending library” for the roughly 25 students
who breeze through the home to take
piano lessons from his wife, Linda.
Schepper doesn’t mind, because he
is a lover of music himself. If you asked
him, he would describe himself as a
“woodwind man.” He plays everything
from saxophone to flute to trumpet to
trombone and has about a dozen students of his own.
“I enjoy teaching; it kind of keeps
the juices running. My students make
me feel young,” said Schepper, 77, of
Washington, Ill. “Music is something
you can use all your life.”
Schepper, who grew up in Decatur,
said music has always run in the family.

His mother played piano and sang, and
his father played clarinet and was a
drum major in World War I.
As a student, Schepper had a band
director who made music interesting.
But he wasn’t sure what he wanted
to do after high school, so he worked
in music stores and attended Millikin
University for a semester, until he was
called up in the reserves to ship out
to Korea. During the Korean War, he
toured the country as an opening act
for Bob Hope, Jack Benny and Danny
Kaye.
“(The servicemen) were happy to
have entertainment,” Schepper said,
“because it wasn’t a happy time, of
course, in their lives.”
After the war, Schepper returned to
Millikin University to earn a teaching
degree. He and his wife would work
weekends, playing school dances or
shows at the local VFW or American
Legion.
“We didn’t have a lot of money, and
the extra income kept us going,” he
said.

Schepper retired in 1990 after 35
years of teaching, the last 27 as band
and chorus director at Lowpoint-Washburn. He also has been active in various
local bands over the years, including
the Peoria Area Senior Citizens Band;
Elmwood, Pekin and Peoria municipal
bands; Prairie Wind Ensemble and the
Peoria Pops Orchestra. And he came out
of retirement about four years ago to
teach at St. Patrick’s Catholic School in
Washington.
Schepper said that, despite the generational differences, he feels a connection with his students.
“Before I went into the service, I had
about every record that Frank Sinatra
had made. He was my singing idol, I
suppose, back in the ’40s and ’50s. It’s
amazing that some of these high school
kids are back to enjoying, not only vocal music of the ’40s but also the instrumental music – the big band sound like
Benny Goodman.
“It’s amazing, the big band era is really coming back.”
by Danielle Hatch
Reprinted with permission of the Peoria Journal Star Inc.
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Balancing
act

Alum balances life both in
and outside the courtroom.
Angela Snellenberger Quinn ’94
with her husband, Troy Quinn ’94,
and their daughter, Reese, 3.

S

he was instrumental
in one of the top defense
verdicts in Missouri in
2006, volunteers her time
with an organization that supports
new and expectant mothers, and has a
3-year-old daughter. How does Angela
Snellenberger Quinn ’94 of Kirkwood,
Mo., manage it all? For her, it’s all
about balance.
After graduating with a double
major in communications and political
science, Quinn became development
manager at the Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgery Foundation in Rosemont, Ill.,
which she felt was an interesting position that fit well with her majors. There
she was in charge of fundraising and
development for the not-for-profit foundation, and worked with the surgeons’
spouses to raise and distribute funds for
research.
Though she enjoyed her time with
the foundation, Quinn’s interest in
becoming a lawyer – sparked by Dr.
Michelle D. Deardorff, former associate
professor of political science at Millikin
– continued to grow. She was accepted
to St. Louis University School of Law
in 1997, and chose to focus her studies
on health law.
After her first year of law school,
Quinn was hired as a summer associate

with the law firm of Husch & Eppenberger LLC in St. Louis. In 2000,
Quinn graduated first in her law school
class and, after graduation, began as a
full-time litigation associate at Husch
& Eppenberger. As a trial lawyer, she
has defended a wide variety of clients,
including Fortune 500 companies in
national class action suits. Her focus
has remained on healthcare, and she
often defends healthcare professionals
in medical malpractice and professional
licensing actions.
In 2004, however, Quinn made some
big changes in her priorities after the
birth of her daughter, Reese. She went
from full-time to part-time at Husch
& Eppenberger, and now spends three
days a week in the office and four at
home with Reese and her husband, Troy
Quinn ’94, a division manager at Elan
Polo. “It’s been a great challenge, in one
respect, to be the kind of mom I want to
be and also be a good lawyer. You have
to find the balance,” she says. “I was on
the track to becoming a partner. I’m still
on that track, but at a slower pace.”
Reducing her time at work hasn’t
reduced her success: Missouri Lawyers
Weekly named one of Quinn’s trial verdicts as one of the top defense verdicts
of 2006. The case of Carmi v. Ruocco,
in which the plaintiff claimed that the
defendant doctors and nurses provided

negligent care leaving the plaintiff in a
seriously debilitated condition, resulted
in a complete defense verdict.
In addition to her career and family,
Quinn also spends time volunteering
with Mother to Mother, a St. Louisbased organization that offers both peer
and professional support for new and
expectant mothers, especially those
suffering from postpartum depression.
“I had a very difficult time adjusting
after I had my daughter,” she says. “A
couple of years after having Reese, I
just happened to see something on the
Internet about Mother to Mother. I was
immediately drawn to the organization
– what a great service.” Quinn serves on
their board of directors and is currently
training to serve as a telephone support
volunteer.
Quinn says she learned about balancing family and career from the example
set by her father. “My dad is my hero
– he always balanced career and family,” she says.
“My father’s work ethic, honesty and
true integrity are what influenced me
the most. He would never compromise
doing what was right even if it meant
that he didn’t make as much money. I
learned a lot from him that continues to
influence me today both professionally
and personally.”
by Sarah Corso ’08

Millikin: Continuing the legacy,
a family tradition

MU

Pictured here are May 2007
graduates with their alumni
relatives at Commencement.
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1. Robert Ferriell and Courtney Greene Ferriell with his grandmother, Mary Lou Jenner Ferriell ’75, his mother, Jodi
Mansur Ferriell ’91, her sister, Lindsey Greene Lahniers ’05, and his uncle, Tom Ferriell ’75. 2. Carrie Baker with husband
Curt Baker. 3. Matt Davis with mother Jean Davis ’95. 4. Linda Fultz with sister Sandra Binder Via ’84. 5. Erin Gomez with
brother Matthew Gomez ’09. 6. C. Roxann James with mother Carol Davidson Kennedy ’97. 7. Nicole Leonard with husband
Eric Leonard ’04. 8. Carrie Meyrick with sister Megan Meyrick ’02. 9. Michael Wilhoit with mother-in-law Martha Buckley
Matteson ’67. 10. Daniel Bleyle with brother Michael Bleyle ’06. 11. Ashley Condon with sister Courtney Condon ’05.
12. Scott Godfrey with brother David Godfrey ’09. 13. Peggy Parks Mechling with sister Carol Parks Vance ’86.
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14. Nick Bakakos with mother Sherri Sarbaugh Bakakos ’81, sister Jennifer Bakakos ’06 and father Basil Bakakos ’77.
Not pictured are uncles Ernie Bakakos ’79, Tom Linden ’81, Drew Burbidge ’84, Jim Tragos ’84; aunts Helen Bakakos
Linden ’81, Tammy Bakakos Burbidge ’84; and cousin Christopher Linden ’08. 15. Albert Dillow (MBA) with daughter
Jessica Dillow Mills ’02, son-in-law Alan Mills, wife Gwen Dillow ’92, granddaughter Lauren Phillips, grandson Jackson
Phillips, daughter Misty Dillow Phillips ’99 and son-in-law Paul Phillips ’00. 16. Meredith Christ with sisters Courtenay
Christ Noder ’00 and Meghan Christ ’08. Not pictured is aunt Ruth Christ Campana ’68. 17. Jennifer Downs with father
John Downs ’83, and mother Janet Downs ’93. 18. Kimberly Henon with mother-in-law Mary Beth Altenbach Wickline ’97 and
husband Ian Wickline ’04. 19. Mary Chastain Little (MBA) with brother-in-law David Little ’81 and husband Thomas Little ’77.
Not pictured is son Michael Little ’08. 20. Joshua Riley with sisters Jessica Riley Cummins ’01 and Sarah Riley ’05.
21. Bennie Smith with sister Fallon Smith ’05 and aunt Judy Boyd ’80. 22. Robert Taylor with mother Deborah Slayton, director and associate professor for the School of Nursing, and step-father Ralph Czerwinski, dean emeritus of the College of Arts
and Sciences. 23. Monica Camareno with fiancé Jason Lynch ’05 and mother Maria Camareno ’04. 24. Mark Linton with sister
Sara Linton ’01 and mother Mary Jane Overbay Linton ’70, associate professor of nursing.
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25. Teri Pitts with brother-in-law Chris Springer ’01, sister Leslie Pitts Springer ’02 and cousin John Kern ’05.
Not pictured is cousin Alex Rowe ’08. 26. John Trofimuk with father John Trofimuk and mother Jean Jones Trofimuk,
both ’78. Not pictured is uncle Sam Jones ’86. (See more of the Trofimuk family on page 37.) 27. Megan Murray with
brother Patrick Murray ’09. 28. Curt Crecelius with father Larry Crecelius ’71, brother Chris Crecelius ’98 and mother Lynn
Schumacker Crecelius ’72. 29. Samantha Aversa with husband Brian Aversa ’02 and aunt Tammie Spires Buzan ’87. Not
pictured is uncle Dale Spires ’83. 30. Natalie Mentzer with grandmother LaVonne “Bonnie” Rehbein Mentzer ’67. 31. Matthew Zelhart with mother Cindie Zelhart of the English department and sister Marie Zelhart, both ’10. 32. Erik Schroeder
with aunt Kendy Schroeder ’79 and grandmother Lavon Ponewash Schroeder ’51. Not pictured is his grandfather, the late
Ken Schroeder ’50. 33. A.J. Wessler with sister Abbie Wessler Miller and brother-in-law Ryan Miller, both ’03. 34. Kirsten
Williams with grandmother Esther Carlson ’62 and cousin Paul Carlson ’10. 35. Brandy Westen with brother-in-law John
Peters ’01 and sister Brittany Westen Peters ’03. 36. Doug Neff with father Jim Neff ’78 and brother C.J. Neff ’04.
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37. Jonathan Pessin with mother Kathleen Morris
Pessin ’72. Not pictured are brothers Joshua
Pessin ’99 and Jeremy Pessin ’05, and sister-inlaw Christa Berens Pessin ’99. 38. Zach Roberts
with mother, Leslie Scribner Roberts ’79. 39. Mimi
Milhauser with grandmother Ruth Milhauser ’89.
40. Nicholas McNamara with brother Robert
McNamara ’09. 41. Christopher Michael (MBA)
49
48
with mother Paula Delaney Michael ’75. 42. Jeff
Poulos with brother Drew Poulos ’09. Not pictured is mother Jill Poulos of the alumni and development office. 43. Tracy
Kwasny with sister Kristin Kwasny ’02. 44. Lindsay Morgan with sister Meghan Morgan Adams ’03. 45. Robyn Wooley with
sister-in-law Corrie Bendler Stauder ’00 and brother Kent Stauder ’02. Not pictured is sister-in-law Barb Kuhn Stauder ’01. 46.
Laura Rusk with brother Jeffrey Rusk ’02 and father Michael Rusk ’72. 47. Lori Nelson with sister Renee Nelson Gray ’05 and
brother-in-law Nathan Gray ’06. 48. Kendra Gartner with cousin Andrew Gartner ’00. 49. Brianna Bjerke with sister Shayna
Bjerke ’03 (submitted photo).
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What’s happening?
What’s new? Here’s your chance to let your Millikin friends know
what you’ve been doing lately. Have you moved? Been promoted?
Have you become a parent or spouse? Share your news now and
watch for it in an upcoming issue of Millikin Quarterly. Don’t forget
to let us know your current address and please include a recent
photograph of yourself if possible (we’ll print the photograph with
your news item if space permits). Please print.
Name

Here’s my news (please attach
separate sheet if necessary):

Class year

Spouse’s name

Class year

(if applicable)

Your home address

City

State

Zip

Your home phone
Your place of employment and job title

Mail form to : Alumni Relations
Office, Millikin University,
1184 West Main St., Decatur, Ill.
62522-2084. Or fax this page to
217-424-3755.

Spouse’s place of employment and job title

Your work phone
Fax
E-mail address

Home
Home

Work

Work

Display on Milli-Link XP

Need to update your contact info?
Visit www.millikin.edu/alumni/
milli-link-xp.

Following in
family footsteps
Some new Millikin students with their alumni relatives.
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1. David Anderson with mother Patricia Staublin Anderson ’86.
2. Dan Wiedmann with mother Pam Thomas Wiedmann ’77.
3. Charles Barnick with mother Claudia Dalton Barnick ’81.
4. Maya Davis with mother Dava Hill Davis ’82.
5. Paige Williams with sister Ashley Williams ’06.
6. Bruce Mehr with father Mark Mehr ’81.
7. Heidi Taylor with sister Brittany Taylor ’07.
8. Kyle Taylor with father Doug Taylor ’83.
9. Robert Gregory with father Robert Harrison Gregory ’75.
10. Erin Bragg with aunt Cindy Hogan Fitzgerald ’82,
mother Kathy Fitzgerald Bragg ’79, uncle David Fitzgerald ’83
and aunt Judy Fitzgerald ’80.
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11. Peter Trofimuk with mother Jean Jones Trofimuk ’78. See more of the Trofimuk family on page 29.
12. Samantha Breske with sister Rosemarie Breske ’04.
13. Jonathan Sumpter with sister Jennifer Sumpter Rimar ’04. Not pictured is brother Daniel Sumpter ’09.
14. Evan File with father Allan File ’79. Not pictured is Evan’s grandmother, Mary Ferguson File ’46,
and his aunt, Carla File Scott ’73.
15. Kathleen Buckingham with mother Vickie O’Riley Buckingham ’78. Not pictured are Kathleen’s
cousins, Jack O’Riley ’72 and Teri Horn O’Riley ’06; and her uncle, Max Roberts ’49.
16. Brent Camillo with father Joe Camillo ’82. Not pictured is Brent’s mother, Cynthia Warner Moon ’82;
his aunt, Karla Camillo Miller ’88; and his uncles, Charles Camillo ’91, David Camillo ’83 and the late
Rodney Miller ’88.
17. Lauralee Williams with father Brit Williams ’79 (submitted photo).
18. Jill Zehnacker and sister Molly Zehnacker Czerniak ’03.

Alumni and
Club News
Decatur

Sunday, Oct. 14
The Millikin Symphonic Band will perform a
special patriotic tribute concert, “An American
Salute” in the Kirkland Fine Arts Center at
2 p.m. Col. Thomas Rotondi Jr. ’74, leader
and commander of the U.S. Army Band,
“Pershing’s Own,” will be the guest conductor.
See page 4 for details.

Photo by Tammy Southern

Upcoming Events

‘I wanna be where the people are...’

Naperville, Ill.

Saturday, Oct. 20
Annual Howard Nyberg Football Party for
alumni and friends, a pre-game warm up
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Features Bar and
Grill, 10 W. Chicago Ave. (Chicago Ave at
Washington St.). Pay as you go and order off
their luncheon menu (sandwiches, wraps,
salads, homemade soups). RSVP toll free to
1-877-JMU-ALUM (568-2586). Afterwards,
it’s a short walk or drive to Benedetti-Wehrli
Stadium on the North Central campus
to watch Big Blue vs. the NCC Cardinals
beginning at 1 p.m.

Rock Island, Ill.

Saturday, Nov. 10
Join Anne-Marie Proske Berk ’88 of the
alumni and development office for an alumni
and friends gathering before the 1 p.m.
football game versus Augustana. Be sure to
look for details in upcoming issues of Out of
the Blue, our monthly online newsletter.

Millikin alumni and their family and friends attended a post-show reception with a visit by
the star of Disney’s “The Little Mermaid” Sierra Boggess ’04. The reception followed a preBroadway Denver performance of the new show, which will open in New York in November.
Front row, from left: Howard Cohen, Samantha Koziol-Cohen ’95, Kellun Jo Turner ’69
(Sierra’s mother), Sierra Boggess ’04, Kaylin Downour ’07, Carol Karowsky Enslow ’65,
Judy Greist (guest of Murl Sickbert ’40) Back row, from left: Dave Brandon, Milllikin’s
director of development, Richard Enslow ’67, Barbara Best Kloster ’69, Fred Kloster ’69,
Mike Boggess (Sierra’s father), Terry Sage Mallinson ’64, J. Stephen Mallinson ’64, Murl
Sickbert ’40, Jason Southern ’07. Those attending the show but not pictured include: Sarah
Snow ’88 and Michael Cotton and Ann Cotton, Letisha Middendorf Vanoni ’96 and David
Vanoni.

Des Moines, Iowa
Saturday, Nov. 10

They had so much fun last May, they’re doing
it again! Join your co-hosts Emily OshitaLayton ’98 and Anne-Marie Proske Berk ’88
of the alumni and development office for
an alumni and friends gathering at Legends
American Grille, 640 S. 50th St., Suite 2110,
West Des Moines, Iowa, at 6 p.m. Appetizers
will be provided and a cash bar will be
available. RSVP to Emily by phone at 641445-5145 or 515-979-3542.

Millikin Central Illinois Alumni
(MCIA) Events
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2008

Join the MCIA for the popular taco bar at
Lock, Stock and Barrel, 129 S. Oakland, from
5-7 p.m. as a warm up for the Big Blue men’s
basketball game versus the Illinois Wesleyan
Titans at 7:30 p.m. in Griswold Physical
Education Center.
For more information on the events
above, to get directions or to RSVP, call
the alumni office toll free at 1-877-JMUALUM (locally, dial 217-424-6383). For
calendar updates, visit www.millikin.
edu/alumni/calendar_of_events.asp

Members of the Millikin alumni board gather together for a quick picture during the
new student picnic held in August. Pictured from left: Suzie Rechkemmer Couch ’99,
board president; Dan Stuby ’07, associate director of young alumni relations; Dianne
Hamilton DeVore ’68, Jan Devore, director of alumni relations; and Jim Schwarz ’74.

Chicago and St. Louis alumni groups are looking for additional
members to serve on committees and help plan events. Interested?
Contact the alumni office toll free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM or e-mail
alumnews@millikin.edu for more information.
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And all that jazz

Alumni and
Club News

An Aug. 3 reunion was held on campus saluting the late Roger Schueler, director of the Millikin Jazz Band from 1964-86. Those
who attended are, from left, first row: Bill McGaughey ’43 of Decatur; Janet Rentshler (wife of Alan Rentshler); Kay Bellerud
(wife of James Bellerud); Alma Welch Schueler ’67 (wife of the late Roger Schueler) of Decatur; Millikin President Douglas
Zemke ’66; Dr. Harriet Kott Held of Decatur; Marilyn Mertz of Decatur. Second row: Director of Alumni Relations Jan Devore;
Jeff Clemens ’74 of St. Louis; Sherrie Wolfe (wife of Joseph Wolfe); Evie Coen Gill ’73 (wife of Joseph Gill) of Paris, Ill.; Jan
Moerke (guest of David Morrow); Brenda Geiser (wife of Harlan Geiser); Denise Gleason ’72 of Mt. Zion, Ill.; Barbara Redford
(former media relations coordinator) and husband Jerry Redford (dean emeritus of the College of Arts & Sciences) of Forsyth,
Ill. Third row: Andy Haber ’76 of Glenview, Ill.; Kathy Morris Pessin ’72 of Libertyville, Ill.; Tom Rotondi ’74 of Ft. Myer, Va.;
Joe Wolfe ’76 of Atwood, Ill.; Bob Spencer (former music faculty member); Alan Rentshler ’72 of Rochester, Ill.; Ron Sims ’72 of
Evanston, Ill.; John Bingham ’70 of Chicago; Kyle Lehning ’71 of Nashville, Tenn.; Jim Woodrum ’84 of Lake Bluff, Ill. Fourth
row: David Morrow ’71 of Decatur; Steve Schepper ’76 of Decatur; Rob Skanse ’77 of Springfield, Va.; Jim Bellerud ’75 of Paris,
Ill.; Joe Gill ’72; Ron Douglass ’68 of Clarklake, Mich.; Bill Dethrow ’68 of Springfield, Ill.; Tom Rundquist ’82 of Decatur; Jeff
Radke ’85 of Milwaukee. Fifth row: Earl “Bud” Harner ’73 of Woodland Hills, Calif.; Gary Johnson ’73 of Falls Church, Va.;
Mike Polyack ’77 of Cary, Ill.; Doug Beach ’75 of Elmhurst, Ill.; Jim Culbertson of Decatur (former Jazz Band member); Alan
Mendelson ’69 of Bay Shore, N.Y.; Chuck Kasha ’72 of Naperville, Ill.; Tom Gleason ’70 of Mt. Zion, Ill.; Basil Rudawsky ’85 of
St. Louis; Harlan Geiser ’71 of Bloomington, Ill.

Please help
us find our
lost sheep!

We have several hundred people in our
alumni files we can’t find. And since we’re
proud of our alumni and like to keep track
of their accomplishments, we’d like to learn
what they’re up to these days. So periodically, we’ll publish a list of some of our lost
sheep. If you have any knowledge of the
people listed below, please complete and
return this form. Thanks!
Brown, Candace L. ’00
Brown, Carmen M. ’63
Brown, Carolyn ’51
Brown, Jaimee B. ’91
Brown, James D. ’57
Brown, Jem L. ’86
Brown, Karen S. ’97
Brown, Loretta Gehrig ’56
Brown, Louis D. ’50
Brown, Michael J. ’89
Brown, Michele Long ’85
Brown, Richard N. ’60
Brown, Sonja R. ’01
Brown, Walter C. ’50
Broyles, Veon H. ’52
Bruns, Pamela J. ’84
Buckley, Michelle N. ’00
Buczek, Sharon J. ’73
Buechele, Traci R. ’83
Bumgarner, Desiree D. ’78
Burge, William D. ’56
Burgess, Mary Layman ’65
Burk, Heather K. ’98
Burke, John T. ’88
Burke, Robert G. ’52
Burkhardt, Joseph L. ’50
Burks, Emily E. ’96
Burns, Carlos D. ’02
Burns, Christina Boyd ’68
Burnside, James E. ’72

isn’t lost!
The last I knew he/she was:

(Please include our lost sheep’s current address
or the name of a person who may know it.)

My Name
Address
City
State

Zip

Return this form to: Millikin
University, Alumni Relations Office,
1184 West Main Street Decatur, Ill.
62522-2084 or send an e-mail to
alumnews@millikin.edu. Thanks!

We’ve got the
BLUES for you
and your baby!

Have a new baby in your
home? Share your good news
with Millikin’s alumni office
and get a free CD!
Each new baby welcomed
into a Millikin family receives
a complimentary copy of the
compact disc, “Those Baby
Blues.” This collaborative
project was initiated by the
staff at Baby TALK, a national
social service agency based in
Decatur and led by Claudia
Nichols Quigg ’75, founder
and executive director. The
CD project was assisted by
the Kiwanis Clubs of Decatur,
the Decatur Area Arts Council
and the Illinois Arts Council. It features the talents of
Millikin students and faculty
and was recorded in Millitrax
recording studio.
So, send us your good
news by submitting the form
on page 44 and we will share
“Those Baby Blues” with you!
(Pictured above: Eli Whitaker, son of
Tom and Tonya Parrish Whitaker ’03,
class of 2029. See note on page 44.)

The view from here: Old Gym

The Old Gym, Millikin’s oldest sports facility, opened in spring 1911 and hosted the first state high school basketball tournament
in 1915. In 1970, Griswold Physical Education Center opened as the university’s primary sports facility, but the Old Gym is still
utilized on campus to house a costume shop and dance studio and provide storage for stage props and backdrops used for theater
productions.

