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University Founder James Millikin knew
the importance of working together for the
greater good.
In the late 1800s, when Millikin University was just an idea – before a single brick
was laid or building was constructed or a
single student enrolled in a class – James
Millikin sought the backing of Decatur
leaders to help turn his dream of creating a university into a reality. It was the
first of many successful partnerships that
have flourished between the university and
Decatur entities through the years.
In that very first collaboration, James
Millikin agreed to move forward with his
plans for a university in the west end of
Decatur if the city fathers would match
him financially with $100,000. Good as
their word, the Decatur leaders raised the
needed capital and Millikin fulfilled his vow
to match their gift with $200,000 of his
own money. The Presbyterian Church also
provided $100,000, and the result was a
center for higher education that opened
its doors more than 105 years ago with an
initial class of 562 students.
Through the years, similar collaborations
have resulted in outcomes that were better
than what each could have done individually. For example, the Decatur Indoor
Sports Center at Millikin was the outcome
of a joint project between Millikin and the
Decatur Park District. It is a facility that
neither of us, at the time, could have built
solely with our own resources; by pooling
them, we were able to create an athletic/
recreation center that benefits both our
students as well as community residents.
The success of that project no doubt
helped fuel a recent drive to conduct a
feasibility study with the Park District on
the merits of building a new shared aquatic
center. McIntosh Pool in our Griswold Physical Education Center is nearly 40 years old
and must have major upgrades in order to
host competitive meets and continue providing a high-quality swimming program.
In addition, one of the two Decatur Park
District outdoor public pools was inoperable
this summer due to a need for extensive
repairs, so it appears to be an ideal time
to consider another joint project. Based on
past experience, it seems logical that by
working together, we may once again be
able to create something that is better than
either of us could do alone.
In this situation and in others like it, we
must constantly ask ourselves: How can
we take the resources we have and leverage them for the benefit of our students?
Clearly, we must always keep the mission
of the university in mind when considering collaborative efforts such as these. Our

first priority is to deliver on the promise of
education for more than 2,300 students
a year. We can’t lose focus on what we’re
here to do while also attempting to be a
good citizen.
Let me give you just another example.
A few years ago, Millikin was awarded a
$1.5 million federal grant to improve the
streetscaping around campus to enhance
the safety and aesthetics of the area.
The timing of the grant coincided with
the City of Decatur’s ongoing plans to
make improvements from Church Street
in downtown Decatur to Oakland Avenue
at campus. Millikin’s grant, which required
a match from the city, made it possible to
extend the project to Fairview Avenue and
circle north to Fairview Park, completing
a new economic corridor and entrance to
the city’s west end. Additional funds were
also made available through the city’s TIF
financing so homeowners living along the
street could make improvements to their
properties, further enhancing the overall
beauty of this well-traveled corridor.
Last year, the first phase of improvements began. A new bike path was created
that will ultimately connect downtown
Decatur with a path leading through
Fairview Park to Rock Springs Environmental Center. The street was bricked from
Church Street to Oakland Avenue, and new
sidewalks, curbing, islands and landscaping
were added.
This summer, the section of West Main
in front of Shilling Hall was the focus for
the same type of treatment, and this fall,
the improvements continue around the
corner on Fairview Avenue north to the
entrance of the Kirkland Fine Arts Center
parking lot. The expected completion date
is Oct. 31, and the improved road will not
only be more pleasing to the eye but will
slow down traffic and make it safer for our
students and west end residents to cross
two major streets.
I am deeply grateful to the City of
Decatur and the Decatur City Council
for their foresight in joining with us on a
project that is truly enhancing this part of
Decatur for the homeowners and businesses in the area. Without a doubt, the
Decatur community would be a different
place without Millikin University, and Millikin University a different place without
the Decatur community. Working together
allows the city, its businesses, its residents,
and the university to enhance the quality of
life in our area.
Over 100 years ago, our founder knew
the importance of working together, and
today we still feel just as strongly convicted
to continue that practice.

President’s
Perspective
Douglas Zemke ’66, Millikin President

“Clearly, we must always keep
the mission of the university
in mind when considering
collaborative efforts ... Our
first priority is to deliver on
the promise of education ...
We can’t lose focus on what
we’re here to do while
also attempting to be
a good citizen.“
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CAMPUS NEWS
Brooks named interim dean
Dr. Randy Brooks,
a member of the
Millikin faculty since
1990, was named
interim dean of the
College of Arts and
Sciences in June.
Brooks, a professor
of English who was
previously dean of teaching and learning
and English department chair, replaced
former dean Dr. Jeff Hughes, professor of
biology, who began teaching full time in
that department this fall.
In subsequent announcements, Dr.
Anne Matthews, associate professor of
English, was named the new dean of
teaching and learning, and Dr. Michael
O’Conner, associate professor of English
and director of the honors program, was
named chair of the English department.
He continues as director of the honors
program until a replacement is found.
Matthews has been a member of the
Millikin faculty since 2003 and O’Conner
came to the university in 1996.
Matthews was recognized with the
2008 Teaching Excellence and Campus
Leadership Award this spring during
Honors Convocation. ●

Here’s a Halloween treat
The aliens are coming. On Oct. 30 at
7 p.m., student-run radio
station WJMU will treat
its listeners to a dramatic
re-creation of the 1938
radio program “The War of
the Worlds.” The broadcast
celebrates the 70th anniversary of the
classic program’s original airing featuring
Orson Welles and his Mercury Theatre
players. The WJMU production stars
Millikin students, faculty and staff in the
cast, including Steve Fiol, director of the
Center for International Education, Dr.
Michael O’Conner, English department,
and Zach Uttich ’06, admission office.
Tune in locally at 89.5 FM, or listen online at www.millikin.edu/wjmu/.
For more information, visit www.
millikin.edu/wjmu/TheWaroftheWorlds.
htm. ●

Congress to Campus program
representatives featured as
2008 Ewing Lectureship speakers
In September, two retired Congressmen – a Republican and a Democrat
Fueled by young adults’ lack
– came to campus through Millikin’s
of interest in government
participation in the selective Congress
and voting, the Congress
to Campus program. As part of their
visit, retired U.S. Reps. Matthew
to Campus program was
McHugh (D-N.Y.) and Edward J. Dercreated to connect college
winski (R-Ill.) presented “Implications
students with former
of the 2008 Presidential Election,” the
congressmen who can
2008 Thomas W. Ewing Lectureship.
Regarded as one of the best and
deliver a message about the
brightest during his 17-year tenure in
importance of bipartisan
the U.S. Congress, Matthew McHugh
cooperation and becoming
represented the 27th and 28th congressional districts of New York from
involved in public service.
1975-1992. A lawyer, McHugh was
known by his colleagues as the “conscience of the House,” and served on several key
congressional committees, including Appropriations, Intelligence, Standards of Official Conduct, Veterans Affairs, Agriculture and Interior.
After retiring from Congress in 1992, McHugh served as vice president and counsel at Cornell University and is currently counselor to the president of World Bank.
He is also chair of the Congress to Campus program.
Republican Edward J. Derwinski, secretary of veterans affairs from 1989-1992,
served 12 terms as U.S. representative from 1959 to 1983, where he served as senior
minority member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and Post Office and
Civil Service Committee; chairman of the U.S. Interparliamentary Union, 1970-72;
delegate to the United Nations General Assembly, 1971; counselor, Department of
State, 1983-87; and under secretary of state for Security Assistance, Science and
Technology, 1987-88. Prior to his election to Congress, Derwinski served one year as
representative to the Illinois legislature, from 1957-58.
Since leaving the government in 1992, Derwinski has been serving as an international consultant with the firm of Derwinski and Associates.
The Congress to Campus program, an organization that connects former members
of Congress with college students, made its debut at Millikin with this fall’s lecture.
Fueled by a growing concern about young adults’ lack of interest in government and
voting, the U.S. Association of Former Members of Congress created the program
to bring students into contact with former congressmen who can share insights and
experiences about working for the U.S. government. During their visit, the two men
met with several Millikin classes, delivering a message about the importance of bipartisan cooperation and encouraging students to become involved in public service.
The Thomas W. Ewing Lecturship was created by Millikin and Ewing’s colleagues in recognition of his years of public service. Ewing, a 1957 Millikin graduate, served nine years in the U.S. House of Representatives from the 15th District of
Illinois and 17 years in the Illinois House of Representatives, where he was assistant
Republican leader from 1982-1990 and named deputy minority leader in 1990.
Ewing is currently of counsel with Davis and Harman LLP, a law firm in Washington, D.C. ●

New dean of students named
Renardo A. Hall
is Millikin’s new
dean of students.
He comes to Millikin with over 25
years of experience in college
student affairs.
Most recently, Hall has been completing work on his doctorate degree in
college student personnel administration
at the University of Maryland – College
Park while serving as graduate career
adviser in career services at the University of Maryland – University College.
Hall was dean of student affairs and
campus life at Bowie State University in
Bowie, M.D., from 2002-06. In addition
to serving as dean, Hall spent 20 years
at Bowie State in a variety of student
affairs positions, including director of
housing and residence life, judicial affairs officer, student leadership coordinator and fraternity/sorority adviser.
Hall was Bowie State’s acting dean of

student life in 1995-96 and served as
interim athletic director from 2002-03.
While at Bowie State, Hall also served
on numerous task forces and councils.
He is currently president of the
National Association of Student Affairs
Professionals (NASAP). He has served
on the Association of College and University Housing Officers – International
(ACUHO-I) executive board and serves
as a member of the Council for the
Advancement of Standards in Higher
Education (CAS) board of directors.
In addition, Hall is currently involved
in a multi-institutional study of college
student leadership (MSL) involving
more than 54 different institutions and
65,000 participants.
Prior to his work at Bowie State
University, Hall worked in the division
of student affairs both at the University
of Maryland-Baltimore County and at
Northern Illinois University. He earned
bachelor’s and master’s degrees at
Northern Illinois University. ●

High school students should apply now
Millikin is now accepting applications
for students planning to enter college in
fall 2009. High school seniors should
submit their no-fee application online
at www.millikin.edu/apply. Students
interested in MU should list Millikin’s
ACT/SAT codes (ACT code 1080 and
SAT code 1470) when taking the ACT
or SAT exams. Students may have
ACT scores sent to four schools free of
charge. Children of alumni are eligible
to receive a $1,000 legacy scholarship
in addition to other financial aid for
which they may qualify.
Millikin offers several Campus Visit
Day programs, which give prospective students an opportunity to get an
overall feel for the university. Campus
Visit days coincide with most school
holidays – upcoming programs will be

held Tuesday, Nov. 11 (Veterans Day),
Monday, Jan. 19 (Martin Luther King
Jr. Day), and Monday, Feb. 16 (Presidents Day). Students unable to attend
a Campus Visit Day are encouraged to
schedule an individualized visit through
the admission office.
Millikin offers more than 50 majors,
minors and pre-professional programs,
study abroad opportunities, 20 NCAA
Division III and intramural teams and
hands-on learning experiences in and
out of the classroom. Within six months
of graduation, 99 percent of Millikin
graduates obtain employment or enter
graduate school.
For more information or to schedule
a visit, call Millikin’s admission office
toll free at 1-800-373-7733 or send an
e-mail to admis@millikin.edu. ●

Artist leaves his creation
A colorful, new campus sculpture on the south
side of Kirkland Fine Arts Center was designed
by visiting artist Phil VanderWeg (pictured
below), former chair of the School of Art at the
University of Western Michigan, and built by him
and Millikin students. The wooden sculpture,
titled “Millikin Shelter Shift 09.2008,” was the
result of an exchange program that Millikin
participates in with several other universities.
Through the program, the universities swap
faculty for short visits to the partner campuses
to collaborate with students in building unique
pieces of three-dimensional art. ●

MBA classes start in January
Millikin’s MBA program is accepting applications for a new class to start in January
2009. The evening program, under the
direction of Dr. Anthony Liberatore, is fully
accredited by the Association of Collegiate
Business School Programs, team-based,
results-oriented and designed for today’s
professionals.
Classes meet twice weekly and
feature expert faculty members and
executive lecture series speakers as well
the opportunity for international business
exposure in China.
Applications are due Nov. 1. For more
information, call the MBA office at (217)
424-3503. Information on the graduate
program is also available online at www.
millikin.edu/mba. ●

CAMPUS NEWS
Tri Delts win trio of awards
Members of Millikin’s Delta Delta Delta
sorority received three awards at the
organization’s 53rd national convention
held in Chicago, including outstanding
academic achievement, membership
recruitment and financial ability. The
number of awards was an improvement
over the 2006 convention, when the Tri
Delts received only one award.
Three members represented Millikin’s
student chapter, including President
Melissa Donnan ’09, Vice President of
Membership Allison Lackey ’09 and
Vice President of Public Relations Brynn
Traughber ’10. The women attended the
conference with several Millikin and Tri
Delta alumnae, including Connie Bennett
Oakes ’53 and Addy Redifer Ford ’59.
“We were so lucky to travel to Chicago
with Connie,” says Traughber. “Hearing
her stories about her love of Tri Delta
and how it has impacted her life after all
these years was truly an inspiration.”
Traughber and other Tri Delta
student members also appreciated the
opportunity to bond with other alumni
members at the convention. “It’s always
great to meet women who have shared
similar experiences and have the same
love for Tri Delta regardless of our ages,”
says Traughber. ●

MDSO features soloist
with local roots
The Millikin-Decatur Symphony Orchestra
(MDSO) kicked off its fall season with
an Oct. 4 concert at Kirkland Fine Arts
Center.
The evening featured violin soloist
Michelle Lee, a Decatur native, along
with two of the most popular works in
the orchestra repertoire, both based on
the same story: Tchaikovsky’s “Romeo
and Juliet” and Bernstein’s “Symphonic
Dances” from “West Side Story.” The
Millikin-Decatur Symphony Orchestra is
under the direction of Dr. Michael Luxner.
Lee performs as the first violinist in
the Vinca Quartet, which has been hailed
by the New York Times as “stunning,”
and “worth keeping an eye on.” ●
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PACE alumni and faculty recognized

From left: Recipients of the 2008 PACE Outstanding Graduates Award: Donna
Duncan ’07, Kim Kerns ’07, Al Dillow ’05, Kathy Carter ’07, Mirinda Rothrock ’04

As a part of last spring’s celebration of the fifth anniversary of Millikin’s adult
degree completion program, PACE (Professional Adult Comprehensive Education),
two new awards were created to honor faculty and graduates: an Outstanding PACE
Faculty Award and an Outstanding PACE Graduate Award.
For the faculty award, PACE students and graduates were encouraged to nominate
a faculty member who stands out through his/her teaching practices, promotion of
experiential learning, integration of theory and practice into the curriculum, and innovation.
The Outstanding PACE Graduate Award was created to recognize graduates who
have excelled in one or more areas including community service, leadership, overcoming obstacles, philanthropy, professional success, scholastic achievement and
self-improvement. The award was open to the more than 400 PACE graduates who
graduated before 2008.
This year’s honorees for the Outstanding PACE Faculty Award were:
● Ruby Brase, who teaches in the organizational leadership program;
● Claudia Nichols Quigg ’75, who teaches in the education program; and
● Former Dean of Students David Womack, who taught in the organizational leadership program.
Winners of the 2008 Outstanding PACE Graduate Award were:
● Kathy Carter, a 2007 graduate in management and organizational leadership
(MOL)
● Al Dillow, a 2005 MOL graduate
● Donna Duncan, a 2007 graduate in the RN to BSN program
● Kim Kerns, a 2007 graduate in the RN to BSN program
● Mirinda Rothrock, a 2004 MOL graduate
All award recipients were recognized at a PACE pre-commencement graduation
dinner held shortly before May’s commencement ceremonies. ●

Peru journey fascinates
Millikin students gained firsthand knowledge about Incan civilization and studied
astronomy under the night skies during a recent travel course to Peru.
Dr. Dan Miller, associate professor of mathematical and computer sciences and
department chair, and John Werner, physics instructor, teamed up with the Maya
Exploration Center (MEC) to take nine students on the trip:
● Brock A. Alldredge of Pierron, Ill., an applied mathematics and physics
double major.
● Robert T. Arn of Decatur, a physics major.
● Richard G. Bearce of Havana, Ill., an applied mathematics and physics
double major.
● Megan J. Cooper of Elgin, Ill., an early childhood education major.
● Zachary T. Harbison of Kansas City, Mo., a biology major.
● Audrey D. Mennenga of Lindenhurst, Ill., a theatre major.
● Amanda R. Morse of Alsip, Ill., a psychology major.
● Jake D. Mott of Hoopeston, Ill., a biology major.
● Mary A. Withouse of Belle, Mo., an international business major.
The trip took the students to Cuzco, Machu Picchu and Agues Caliente, Peru,
where they first acclimated to the 11,000-plus feet elevation and learned about Incan
culture, which was based on the stars and heavens.
The professors took the students outside of Cuzco at night with telescopes and
astronomical cameras to view and imagine what the Incas saw in the night sky.
Through the telescopes, views of globular clusters, nebulae, galaxies and open clusters were magnified to produce a sight not visible with the naked eye. During their
stay in the town, the students also explored various museums, temples, cathedrals
and ruins outside the city.
The group then explored Machu Picchu, a city whose purpose continues to puzzle
scholars. They assisted an MEC professor with his research on the possibility that
some city structures were related to the solstice and the shadows cast at sunrise.
The group also hosted a public observation night for the residents of Agues Caliente. Setting up two telescopes, a pair of binoculars and a green laser pointer in the
middle of a soccer field was enough to bring over 700 people from the town of under
1,500 to view the night sky and learn about Incan star lore.
For more information, visit www.millikin.edu/physics and click on “Astronomy at
Millikin.” ●

Streetscape project continues down Fairview Avenue
As construction continued
on a streetscape improvement project circling campus, students living on
the west side of campus
found that going to class
could require some extra
time for crossing Fairview
Avenue. The street is being widened and an island
installed this fall to help
with safety and aesthetics
around campus, the second phase of a two-part
project (see more details
on page 3). Work is
scheduled to be complete
by Oct. 31.
At left, a snow fence
in front of the Pi Beta Phi
and Alpha Chi Omega sorority houses helps guide
students to open paths
for crossing Fairview.

Professors and alumnus
collaborate on Harvard project
Tabor School of Business professors Dr. J. Mark Munoz and Richard
Chamblin were slated to present “State
of Accounting in China: Implications
to Globalizing Chinese Enterprises” at
an early October business conference
at Harvard University. The paper was
a collaborative effort between Munoz,
Chamblin and Xiu Ying Zheng ’03/
MBA, a financial analyst at Caterpillar.
According to the professors, accounting and financial reporting are
critical issues that many Chinese
firms cannot handle effectively when
expanding globally. The paper outlines
a seven-step process through which
international accounting problems can
be resolved in an effective manner.
Aside from the research required,
the authors brought their personal
experiences to the table for the project. Chamblin built upon his real-life
experiences in financial accounting and
management, with Xiu Zheng adding
Chinese cultural and business perspectives, and Munoz tying the paper together using his international expertise
and publication experience.
“There is still much to learn about
accounting in China,” Chamblin says.
“With the limited academic literature
on the subject, we have found that
relevant information is very much in
demand.” ●

See stars on campus
Free public observation nights at Requarth Observatory in Leighty-Tabor
Science Center on campus are being
held each Tuesday night through Dec.
9, weather permitting. In addition to the
weekly programs, which start 30 minutes after sunset, additional observation
nights will be held Oct. 11 and Oct. 31.
The general public is invited to come
view the night sky under the guidance of
physics and astronomy students and faculty, who also will display some of their
work and the facilities that they use and
maintain for their research.
Requarth Observatory is housed
on the fifth and sixth floors of LeightyTabor Science Center on the east side of
Fairview Avenue. ●
Fall 2008 Millikin Quarterly
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A chance
meeting
Brian Brock ’82
helps develop
a Holocaust
survivor’s memoirs
for publication

They worked at the same theater in
Beverly Hills. At first glance, that’s
all they had in common. Brian Brock
’82, a Los Angeles writer, worked at
the concession stand to help make ends
meet. Pierre Berg, then 76, was a dapper
man who enjoyed his post-retirement
gig as an usher. Fluent in five languages
– French, German, Spanish, Italian, and
English – he bantered easily with the
playhouse patrons as he showed them
to their seats. Through the employee
grapevine, Berg got wind of the candy
counter guy’s way with words.
One day, Berg walked over to Brock
and confided that he had once written
something about the Nazi camps – a
story about a teenager who survived
the most horrific conditions as he was
thrown from one World War II concentration camp to another, including
the infamous Auschwitz. Brock soon
learned that the story was about Pierre
Berg himself.
Ultimately, that meeting led to a
collaboration that produced “Scheisshaus Luck,” a hardcover book that was
published in September and is available
through Amazon.com and other retail
outlets. Early reviews are favorable,
with Kirkus Reviews calling it “[A] harrowing story … A worthy supplement
to the reports of Primo Levi and Elie
Wiesel.”

Following the war, Berg had come to
the U.S. with his family and settled in
Southern California. He wrote a record
of his ordeal as a gentile, political prisoner in his native French.
“I wrote it all down so I wouldn’t
forget,” Berg told Brock. “It was mainly
for my benefit.”
Soon after their initial talk, Brock
received a 147-page manuscript from
Berg. Brock, whose knowledge of the
Holocaust was basically what he had
learned in school, began reading it the
next evening – and he couldn’t stop.
Always interested in writing and
media, Brock earned a communication degree at Millikin and moved
to Los Angeles to pursue a career in
screenwriting. He says his education at
Millikin, where he worked as program
director for MU’s WJMU-FM and
interned at WAND, the local television station, gave him a solid foundation. “At a bigger school, I probably
wouldn’t have had the opportunities I
had at Millikin,” says Brock. “The door
was always open for creative ambition.”
It was that same creative ambition
that motivated Brock to help Berg formulate his memoirs.
Told in sparse prose with subtle dark
humor, Berg’s manuscript detailed his
harrowing experiences – from helplessly watching a Nazi officer arbitrarily

Excerpt from “Scheisshaus Luck:
Surviving the Unspeakable in Auschwitz and Dora”
“If you’re seeking a Holocaust survivor’s memoir with a profound philosophical
or poetic statement on the reasons six million Jews and many millions of other
unlucky souls were slaughtered, and why a person like myself survived the Nazi
camps, you’ve opened the wrong book. I’d be lying if I said I knew the reason, or
if I even believed there is a reason, I’m still alive. As far as I’m concerned it was
all sh*thouse luck, which is to say - inelegantly - that I kept landing on the right
side of the randomness of life.”
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Brian Brock ’82
Brian Brock
is a freelance
writer who
“‘Scheisshaus Luck’ is an important contribution to Holocaust literature in general,

was moon-

but in particular to that written by non-Jewish survivors.”

lighting at a
concession

Ellie Brecher, author of “Schindler’s Legacy:
True Stories of the List Survivors”

stand to
help make
ends meet
when he met
Holocaust
survivor Pierre Berg. Brock grew up
in Schaumburg, Ill., graduated from
Millikin with a bachelor’s degree in
communication in 1982, and completed a master’s degree in film and
video production at Columbia College
in Chicago. His professional credits
include writing for the ABC sitcom,
“Who’s the Boss;” serving as contributing editor for “The Motion Picture
Guide;” and producing/directing two
video documentary shorts: “Break” and
“On the Street.” His fiction short, “Solid

Pierre Berg and Brian Brock ’82, co-authors of “Scheisshaus Luck”
shoot a sick teenage boy to being caught
in the middle of a pitched battle between the Germans and the Red Army.
As a professional writer, Brock knew
that Berg’s accounts needed to be fuller
and fleshed out with more details for
readers to get a true understanding of
what he had endured.
Starting in August 2001, Brock
worked with Berg four days a week,
five to six hours a day, trying to delve
deeper into his memory of the Holocaust. Getting to the emotional core
of what Berg had seen in the camps
proved to be a formidable challenge.
He worked with Berg to peel away his
defensive layers and understand the
deeper emotional context of his story.
“Working on the book was a difficult but ultimately rewarding experience,” says Brock. “I read things in his
memoirs that I’d never heard of before,”
referring to the number of gentile prisoners, Jehovah’s Witnesses and other
groups besides the Jewish population

that filled the concentration camps.
The collaborative process was demanding for both the concession worker
and usher. Occasionally, disagreements
over what to put in the book would
become heated. Brock and Berg both
agree their bouts of friction were similar
to those of married couples.
After about eight months, when the
first draft was finished, Berg agreed
with Brock that his revised and expanded memoir deserved a new title.
“Scheisshaus Luck” sprang from Berg’s
only rational explanation for his persistence in beating the odds of fate.
Finally in 2005, after adding more
details, the memoirs Berg tucked into
a drawer at home and the story he kept
hidden for almost 50 years was finally
ready to tell.
“I still can’t wrap my head around
what he went through,” says Brock.
But as Berg says, “People need to
know what happened.” ●

Rock,” was shown at the Montreal
Film Festival. In addition to writing, he
spent time working at the UCLA Medical Center. His intimate encounters
with death gave him the insights to
help Berg unlock the emotional trauma
of the horrors he witnessed and experienced in the Nazi camps. “Scheisshaus Luck” is Brock’s first book. Based
in Los Angeles, he is now working on
a memoir of a World War II British
prisoner of war who spent a year and
a half in E715, a POW work camp in
Auschwitz. Learn more at www.
myspace.com/brian_brock_60. ●
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New AD brings proven track record to MU
Joe Hakes took over as full time director of athletics and
recreation in July, replacing Lori Kerans ’85 who gave up
the position to concentrate her energies on leading the Big
Blue women’s basketball program.
Hakes brings over 28 years of experience as a coach and
athletics administrator to Millikin. Since 2000, he has been
athletic director at Gordon College in Wenham, Mass. Hakes
was also the athletic director and coach at King College in
Bristol, Tenn. (1990-2000) and the Moody Bible Institute in
Chicago (1986-90). Hakes has experience in MU’s CCIW
conference, having previously coached men’s soccer, women’s basketball and men’s tennis at North Park University.
He also served as sports information director and volunteer
men’s assistant basketball coach at Wheaton College.
“I believe that I am coming to the university at a great
time, when the athletic department is prepared for continued forward movement,” Hakes says. “I know that Lori

WHAT’S THE SCORE?
» BACK IN
THE SWIM
Former Big Blue
swimming standout
Paul Yemm ’06 is
new head coach
for the men’s and
women’s swimming
program. Yemm
most recently served
as head coach of the
Decatur Swim Club
youth swimming
program and was an
assistant coach for
the Big Blue during
the 2007-08 season.
From November
2006 to June 2007,
Yemm also served
as interim head
coach of Millikin’s
swimming program.
During his
college career at
Millikin, Yemm was
a four-year letter
winner, named the
team’s most valuable swimmer and
a three-time NCAA
qualifier. He was
also a recipient of
the 2007 Lindsay
Medallion.

THE BOARDS

Another Big Blue
alum who returns
to coach at his alma
mater is Anthony
Figueroa ’00, the
new assistant men’s
basketball coach.
Figueroa spent four
years as assistant
coach at Lackawanna
College in Scranton,
Pa., and also spent a
year as an assistant
coach at Champaign
Centennial High
School. He played
for the Big Blue
from 1998 to 2000,
earning All-CCIW
Second Team honors
his senior year when
he led the Big Blue
in minutes played,
steals and assists. He
also was named the
team’s MVP and best
defensive player.
Others named to
new MU coaching positions include Peter
Seal, who was named
coach for men’s and
women’s cross country and track & field
after spending the
last two years leading

» BACK ON
10
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Kerans has been, and will continue to be, a great leader in the
department, and I look forward to working with her and all
the department staff ... The CCIW is certainly one of the most
respected and competitive conferences in Division III, so our
work is cut out for us. It is, at the same time, a great challenge
and a great opportunity, and I am looking forward to getting
started.”
During Hakes’ tenure at Gordon, the Fighting Scots won 14
Commonwealth Coast Championships and secured nine trips
to the NCAA tournament in seven different sports. Hakes also
directed numerous facility improvements at Gordon, including
a multi-million dollar new athletic complex.
“In addition to his experience in administration, facility construction and fundraising, Joe has a real commitment
to the philosophy of the Division III student athlete,” says
President Doug Zemke ’66. “I believe he is the right person
to ensure our student athletes will continue to have a quality

WJMU-FM (89.5
89.5))
broadcasts live coverage of all
Millikin football games this seaListen online at
www.millikin.edu/wjmu.
If you can’t make
it to the games,
listen to WJMU’s
coverage!

SPORTS
Learn more about Millikin athletics
at www.mubigblue.com.

Like father, like son
Father and son hold 24-year legacy working as equipment managers for the Big Blue

S

Since 1973, anyone using the equipment room in Griswold Physical
Education Center would most likely see
a Trusner on duty, either the late “Big
Sam” or his son, Sammy. Combined,
the two equipment managers worked
24 of the 36 years the room has been
available, and son Sammy is still on the
job.
Sammy was actually the first in
his family to have the job, working as
a student trainer and helping run the
equipment room during his time as an
undergraduate from 1973-1977. At that
time, the Big Blue didn’t have full-time
certified athletic trainers, so he did that,
too.
“At times I would be handing
out equipment while players stood on
my desk to get their knees taped,” he
laughs. He graduated in 1977 with a
bachelor’s degree in physical education
and began working full time as MU’s
equipment manager in 1981.
Sammy stayed in the job for 10
years, leaving Millikin in 1991 to
become assistant equipment manager
at the University of Illinois. There, he
assisted with football and was in charge
of the men’s basketball, tennis and
baseball equipment. He also found time
to earn a master’s degree in sport management in 2000 from the university.
Sammy’s father, affectionately
known as “Big Sam,” was hired to the
Millikin staff as assistant equipment
manager after Sammy left in 1991. “I
believe my father
was extremely wellliked, dependable,
courteous and loyal
to the university,”
says Sammy.
Sam (at left)
had recently retired from a 45-year
career as a truck driver, and took the
position at Millikin to stay active.
“He usually arrived at work at 4:30
a.m. and had coffee ready for all the
Griswold staff as they rolled in for their

busy days,” says Sammy. “He was very
good at fixing things, unlike me, and
came in on weekends to do special jobs
for teams that were traveling.”
Sam remained loyal to Millikin,
even though his position had to be
eliminated in 1999, and he died in 2005
from heart problems. “He loved his time
at Millikin and developed a strong bond
with everyone he came in contact with,”
says Sammy. “While I miss my father,
I also know that the ‘Millikin family’
treated him well during his time here and
I am proud to carry on our tradition.”

mix,” he says.
Sammy is an active member of the
Athletic Equipment Manager’s Association (AEMA), and in 2001 was named
the District 5 Equipment Manager of
the Year. Within AEMA, he has served
as chair of the Certification Committee
and editor of the organization’s annual
journal while serving on many advisory
committees. He serves as a consultant
and contributor for professional articles
related to equipment issues. He also
dedicates numerous hours to youth football leagues and high schools, assisting
with fitting equipment and educating
coaches on the proper techniques.
Sammy leads a busy family life as
well: He and his wife, Kathe Foster Trusner ’91, have two sons, Taleb, 14, and
Terran, 11. Kathe earned her bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in nursing at MU
and is now a Millikin adjunct professor

In 2005, then Athletic Director
Lori Kerans ’85, women’s basketball
coach, contacted Sammy to see if he was
interested in the position of equipment
manager as well as an instructor for exercise science and sport classes. Sammy
returned to Millikin, and has been with
the university ever since.
“I wanted the opportunity to use my master’s
degree to share my enthusiasm with students interested
in working in the field of
athletics,” he says. “Being back at Millikin offers
me the chance to give our
students hands-on experiences in a variety of public
and private venues.”
He jokes that his job at
Millikin is doing “whatever
no one else wants to be
responsible for” but notes
that he’s in charge of daily Sammy Trusner ’77, Big Blue equipment manager, checks
maintenance for all uniout the uniform situation along with senior manager
forms and practice gear for Kristina Bechtold, a pitcher and captain for the Big Blue
16 varsity sports at the Big women’s softball team.
Blue.
That daily maintenance
includes overseeing the washing of
mountains of dirty uniforms generated by
130 football, 55 soccer and 40 volleyball
athletes – and that’s just the fall season. “In October, we add 55 basketball
uniforms and 30 swimming suits to the
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It’s the Big Blue...
The results are in, with a majority saying “yes!” to continue on as the Big
Blue. Alumni and students offered their
opinions in an online survey, and students also had the chance to participate
in an April poll to express their opinion.
Survey comments ranged from “GO
BIG BLUE!!” to suggestions for a new
mascot, including Wolverines and Big
Blue Monsters (see sidebar). Several
noted the multitude of failed student
attempts to create a mascot throughout
the years.
The debate for a mascot has raged
on and off for years, peaking in 1960
when students elected to have a falcon
represent the university, which failed to
catch on and was quickly retired.

He started it.
The late Dr. Carl Head,
professor of engineering,
is credited with being
the first to suggest the
name “Big Blue” for
Millikin following the
1916 football team’s
undefeated season,
but the name became
official in 1937 after
then Athletic Director
R. Wayne “Hank” Gill
’21 held a contest on
campus. Thus began a
Millikin mascot debate

now
The Big Blue Spirit Crew began

...at least for

campaigning for a mascot in fall 2007,
hoping to promote school spirit while
retaining the Big Blue namesake and
tradition. Toward that end, the student
group joined forces with Student Senate
to hold the student poll in April, hoping
to get a decisive response in favor of a
mascot.
However, only 350 students out of
2,385 voted in the poll, with the majority voting to keep the Big Blue as is.
Results were close, with 135 votes for
the falcon and 157 votes for the Big
Blue. The ox drew only 38 votes, the
bull even fewer with 20. Student Senate
members briefly discussed a run-off
election between the falcon and Big

Blue, noting that 193 students had voted
for one of the three mascot choices,
indicating a desire for a mascot. The
idea was quickly abolished after a large
student and faculty outcry.
Numerous alumni also expressed
their displeasure toward establishing
a mascot in the online survey. “At this
point, it is more fun to discuss what
a ‘Big Blue’ is,” said an anonymous
alum. “MU has survived 100-plus years
without a true mascot.”
For now, Millikin University continues to be known as the Big Blue, which
sounds perfect to this anonymous alum:
“The Big Blue has been representative
to Millikin for many years and embodies the character of the university.” ●

What they said...
Alumni and students had the opportunity to express their opinion for or against a
Big Blue mascot in an online survey conducted last spring by the alumni office.
Unfortunately, mascot-hungry voters cast multiple “yes” votes in their quest to up
the percentage of those in favor of a tangible mascot and skewed the results (the
“nos” won anyway), but here’s what some of those who voted had to say:
“The Big Blue is inscrutable and sets MU apart. I do remember a mascot outfit
worn in the mid-80s … it was supposed to be a falcon, I think, but it looked more
like an anemic blue jay.”
“A mermaid, because we have two Ariel alums (Jodi Benson ’83 and Sierra
Boggess ’04), and mermaids live in the “big blue” sea!”
“There hasn’t been [a mascot] for so long, that we alumni have a running joke
about what a “big blue” really is.”
“Blue Whale - Largest mammal on earth ... a magnificent behemoth that is often
referred to as the ‘Big Blue Whale.’”
“A big blue cow ... who dances and plays a blue cowbell to Blue Oyster Cult’s
“Don’t Fear the Reaper” like the SNL skit with Will Ferrell.”

WITH YOUR SUPPORT

ACI helps MU stay current in technology

W

When a small college’s information
technology department supports more
than 50 majors, dozens of administrative offices and thousands of student
computers*, keeping abreast of new
technologies is no small order. That’s
the push behind Millikin’s longtime
participation in the AT&T/Associated Colleges of Illinois (ACI) faculty
development technology program.
Funded by an annual grant from
the AT&T Foundation, the program
quickly enables Millikin and 22 other
ACI members to adopt new technologies to improve teaching and learning.
Millikin has been a longtime leader
in the AT&T/ACI program network.
Currently, Pat Pettit, Millikin’s director of information technology, is
one of the program’s two statewide
administrators. Dr. Michael O’Conner,
English department chair and director
of the honors program, earlier served
in the same role.
The 23 schools work together
with ACI officials to devise a plan
for grant funding and then present a
series of professional development
workshops attended by “teaching and
learning mentors” and/or IT staff from
each campus. Participants return to
their campuses to share their newly
acquired knowledge and skills with
colleagues.
Since 1997, the AT&T/ACI faculty
development technology program has
reached 4,000 faculty and staff, creating a statewide corps of technologically-savvy faculty. “This program has
enabled ACI members to acquire and
implement new technologies,” says
Jerry Fuller, ACI’s executive director.
“By using the train-the-trainer model,
the program leverages AT&T’s investment to disseminate technology across
an ever-widening circle of faculty,
staff and students.”
According to Pettit, the feature
that makes the program work is the
networking among the colleges’ IT
professionals and professors. “It’s
made a huge difference,” she says, “in
our ability to learn about new technologies, assess which ones are most
useful to us in higher education and to
quickly make the best of these available to our students and professors.”
This academic year, one of the pro-

gram’s goals was to implement a course
management system called Moodle on
seven campuses. Toward that end, the
program funded servers and workshops
on all seven campuses, including Millikin. Using Moodle, professors can
post syllabi, assignments, lecture outlines and notes, secure grades, messages
and electronic music, voice and video
files — accessible only to those taking
the course. Moodle also supports online
“discussions,” question and answer
posts, and other uses. Since Moodle
is open-source, there is no annual fee,
saving MU thousands per year over its
previous course-management system.
Currently, 25 percent of MU professors use a course-management system and the number is growing. In a
Millikin survey, 92 percent of students
reported that Moodle is easy or very
easy to use, and 83 percent said Moodle
enhanced their learning in a course.
More than half preferred Moodle to
other course management systems.
Assessing technology’s usefulness is
also a central feature of the AT&T/ACI
program – and an important focus for
Millikin’s information technology team.
“There’s a myth out there that college
students demand the latest in information technology,” says Joe Hardenbrook,
MU’s educational technology coordinator and research/instruction librarian.
“That’s only part of the story. They do
want technology, but only if it truly
helps their learning experience.”
On the horizon are workshops to
study classroom response systems, such
as “clickers,” which allow professors
to gauge comprehension during class
via students’ private responses through
handheld devices or desktop computers. “It’s a kinder, gentler Socratic
method,” Hardenbrook says. “And it’s
definitely helpful to student learning.
If a professor finds that most students
aren’t understanding the intricacies of a
discussion or lecture, the situation can
be addressed right there in class.” ● by
Anne-Marie
Proske
Berk ’88
* 88
percent

of the class of 2011
brought their
own computers
to campus.

Rimmer gifts to be added
to McIntire program
Gifts made to Millikin in memory of
the late Robyn Rimmer ’00 will impact
future generations of students through
the Robert McIntire Political Fellows
program. Rimmer, a Washington,
D.C., attorney, died last October due
to complications from a neurological
migraine disorder.
Recently, Rimmer’s mother requested that gifts to Millikin made in
her late daughter’s name be added to
the McIntire program, noting that the
late Professor McIntire was Rimmer’s
favorite professor. The program awards
grants to undergraduate students wishing to study abroad. Those still wishing
to make a gift in memory of Rimmer
should contact Mandi Landacre Podeschi
’02, associate director of development,
through e-mail at apodeschi@millikin.
edu or call her toll-free at 1-877-JMUALUM. ●

Society benefits
College of Fine Arts
Did you know there is a Millikin group
created to benefit the more then 600
Millikin student-artists participating in
nearly 20 degree programs within the
College of Fine Arts? It’s called the Fine
Arts Patrons Society.
The society’s membership dues
provide budget support and funding for
special projects.
The group’s mission is to bring
together the university and individuals
who believe in the promotion and support of the fine and performing arts and
the student-artist at Millikin University.
The society works closely with the College of Fine Arts, alumni and development office, and alumni and parents in
promoting Millikin’s fine arts and holding
fundraising activities to support the
university’s student-artists.
If you would like more information
about membership in the College of
Fine Arts Patrons Society, call Barry
Pearson, dean of the College of Fine
Arts, at 217-362-6499. ●
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A MILLIKIN TRADITION

Millikin’s
holiday gift
Vespers’ beginnings
celebrated this year

A

A few solitary pine trees adorn the
stage, their dark green branches bare.
In the calm, a voice begins to sing,
slowly, reverently. Gradually more
voices join in as the music builds.
Later, the soft glow of candles, lit
one by one, illuminates the darkened
auditorium as more than 250 Millikin
singers fill the stage, the balcony, even
the aisles. Their sound and movement
continue to build until the audience is
utterly surrounded and captivated by
the music of the holidays … This is
the tradition of Vespers, the holiday
concert hosted by Millikin’s School of

2008 Vesper tickets
go on sale Nov. 1.

Music each December.
Vespers began in 1959 as a vision of choral
director Richard Hoffland (pictured directing
above) and his wife and accompanist, Kay, who
brought the idea of a free holiday choir concert
to Millikin from Concordia College.
“The seed that Dick and Kay planted 50
years ago was sown with a view of the future,”
says Dr. Brad Holmes, the director of choral
programs who succeeded Hoffland as director
of Vespers in 1991. “For 33 years, they carefully
tended and cared for it. Their ongoing attention
enabled Vespers to grow even when they left.”
The Hofflands invested much of their time
and energy into the annual concerts, doing
everything from selecting the music to choosing
and arranging the simple pine trees on stage.
Originally, Vespers was intended to be “a
collaborative panoramic event meant to draw
on the community,” says Dr. Timothy Kovalcik,
lead author and editor of a Vespers coffee table
history book (see related article below).
A combination of different choirs and disciplines,
the first Vespers concerts were performed by
the Westminster Presbyterian Church choir and
Millikin students from the music, art, religion and
drama departments. During winter, these different groups came together for one performance
in Albert Taylor Theatre as a gift to the citizens
of Decatur.
Though Vespers is a tradition in itself, over
the years it has accumulated traditions of its

See page 34 for complete information about a special event held
for alumni who have performed
at Vespers through the years. The
event will be held prior to the 3
p.m. Vespers performance on Dec.
own. For example, movement is an important
element of each performance. Unlike other
concerts, “the choirs don’t just stand there and
sing,” Kovalcik says. Audience members also are
encouraged to sing along to a few carols each
year. And in one of the most beloved traditions,
a single candle light is “passed” on from candle
to candle, student to student, until the theatre is
filled with the glow of candlelight.
Currently, Vespers has grown to four performances held the first weekend in December
for a total audience of nearly 7,000 in Kirkland
Fine Arts Center. Holmes will share conducting
duties with four of his fellow Millikin professors
this year – Dr. Guy Forbes, Ted Hesse, Beth Holmes and Mike Engelhardt, and while admission
is no longer free, the cost is minimal. Despite
the changes, and the original spirit of Vespers
remains unchanged.
“Vespers was started in the right spirit with
the right intent, a thoughtful reflection of the
meaning of the season shared musically with the
community,” says Holmes. “I’d like to pass it on
one day.” ● by Natalie Perfetti ’09

Bronze Man Books to publish coffee table book about Vespers history
This season will be particularly special for the Vespers community as it
coincides with the publication of “Millikin’s Gift: The Spirit of Vespers,” a
coffee table book about the history of this university tradition published
by Bronze Man Books. Dr. Timothy Kovalcik, professor of history, serves
as lead author and editor.
The book is set to be published this November and will include the
programs of previous performances, records of past themes and an index
of songs performed. In addition, photographs, stories and trivia tidbits
will be interspersed throughout. All in all, “this book is meant to be a
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memory,” Kovalcik says.
Todd Rudat, Staley Library archivist, helped with research for the
book and believes it will add to the tradition of Vespers.
“Vespers is one of those things the community looks forward to,” he
says. Kovalcik agrees, saying that “for many people, this is the beginning
of Christmas.”
For more information about the Vespers book, visit
www.bronzemanbooks.com ●

An Endowed
Scholarship Fund
a gift that
will last
forever

The gift that lasts forever isn’t diamonds, but a scholarship. It’s the perfect way to honor or remember someone who has had an impact on your life, or a way to
ensure your or your family’s legacy.
Scholarships may be named in honor or in memory
of the donor, a friend or loved one, a favorite professor
or another individual of your choosing. You can start a
scholarship fund at any time with a gift of any size, and
add to it at your convenience.
Once the fund reaches $10,000 through accumulated earnings and contributions, the scholarship

becomes endowed and can begin to support deserving
Millikin students through annual awards. Gifts to your
scholarship fund may be made at any time through a
variety of methods, including outright gifts, retirement
funds, charitable remainder trusts, insurance policies
or bequests.
The process need not be complicated. For more
information, complete and mail the form below, or
call our office toll free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM (locally,
dial 424-6383), and ask for Peg Luy, vice president for
alumni and development; Anne-Marie Berk, director of
major gifts, or Dave Brandon, director of development.

Yes, I want to learn more about setting up an endowed scholarship at Millikin.
Please send me free information.
Please contact me personally by phone at
Name
Address
E-Mail Address
City
State

Zip Code

Clip and mail to Millikin University, Alumni and Development Office, 1184 West Main Street,
Decatur, Ill. 62522 or call toll free for information to 1-877-JMU-ALUM.
Fall 2008 Millikin Quarterly
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SHADES OF BLUE

A glimpse of memorable
Big Blue moments

Saying goodbye to two Bills
Over two days in June, Millikin lost two of

Decatur mayor, wrote in his Aug. 28 Decatur

inducted into the Millikin Medallion Society in

its staunchest fans, both lifelong Decatur

Tribune column, “I miss Bill Eichenauer’s

2001, an honor reserved for those select few

residents named Bill.

enthusiastic phone calls.”

who made a significant impact on the univer-

Bill Eichenau-

But Bill is missed for far more than just

sity during its first 100 years. His dedication

er ’51 died first, on

his phone calls. A generous spirit, he loved

to revitalizing Decatur led to many initiatives,

June 1, leaving a

his city and his university, and did whatever

including creation of the Oakwood Business

legacy of generos-

he could to honor and improve both. A Mil-

Association. For his service to the hometown

ity, hard work and a

likin trustee for nine years, he also served

he loved, Bill was named Citizen of the Year

tremendous sense of

his alma mater as chair of the Millikin Fund

in 2007.

humor. Many in the

and the Centennial Celebration committee,

Decatur area also

Dr. William Requarth ’35 died next, on

and was a member of the Advancing the

June 2. His life reads like a bestselling novel:

remember his unquenchable zest for life: It

Vision capital campaign steering commit-

A member of Millikin’s class of 1935, he went

was common for those he knew to receive

tee. He received an Alumni Loyalty Award in

on to earn a bachelor’s degree from the Uni-

a phone call or a visit from him, wanting to

1966 and was named Alumnus of the Year in

versity of Illinois, a medical degree in 1938

share a new idea. As Paul Osborne, former

1996. Along with his wife, Nancy ’53, he was

and a surgical degree in 1940. He served

BY THE NUMBERS
» 120
Presidential
Scholarships
awarded since 1984

» 5,500
Holiday cookies
consumed at the
2007 cookie party

» 19

Number of square feet
in Staley Library

» 19

Telescopes in LeightyTabor Science Center,
including one of
the largest in the
Midwest, the 20-inch
telescope in Requarth
Observatory.

Number of years
they have been
known as the
“New” Halls.
(Guess which one
is below: New Hall
2, 3 or 4? Or their
sister, Weck Hall?)

» 650

»2

Elevators on
campus

Pounds of nonperishable food
donated by the
Millikin community in last year’s
annual WSOY radio
community food
drive, exceeding the
2,000-pound goal.

» 40,000

» 240

Harpsichords in
Perkinson Music
Center; one’s
in storage

»9

Drumsticks or mallets
in the office of Brian
Justison, associate
professor of music
and coordinator of
percussion studies

» 3,419

Students who studied
abroad during the ’07’08 academic year

»6
Lanes in McIntosh
Pool in Griswold
Center

» 626
16

Number of new
students
this fall,
Fall 2008 Millikin
Quarterly
including freshmen
and transfers

Weird science: DSI, Millikin style
A group of children sit in a semicircle, transfixed on the scene before
them. A Millikin student is standing
at a table, holding a banana, which he
uses to … hammer a nail into a piece
of wood? The children are shocked,
and a loud chorus of “ooohs” and
“ahhhhs” fills the room. The student
is Andy Dunn of Decatur, and he just
demonstrated to the captivated kids
how liquid nitrogen can harden a
banana enough to use it as a hammer,
an experiment aptly named the Banana
Hammer.
Dunn, who graduated in May,
helped found the Decatur Science
Investigation (DSI) team, a name that
plays off the popular TV show, “CSI,”
about crime scene investigations. The
students drive a decorated green van
to Decatur Public Schools to perform
scientific demonstrations for students
in kindergarten through sixth grade.
DSI is a collaboration between the
Decatur Public Schools Foundation
and Millikin to excite children about
science. “The student members of the
American Chemical Society (ASC)
at Millikin were approached by Judy
Taylor, the executive director of the
foundation. Together, we developed
what the program would entail,” says
Dunn. “One of the ideas we came up
with was the science van, something
that’s very visible in the community.”
George Bennett, associate professor
of chemistry, serves as liaison between

Students at Decatur’s Johns Hill Middle School
react to a DSI demonstration of dry ice fog.
DSI students and the foundation, working
to recruit Millikin students to the project.
“My involvement was a natural extension
of my role as faculty advisor to the student
affiliates of the ASC,” says Bennett. “Part
of the chapter’s mission is to educate the
community about chemistry. DSI is an
ideal forum through which the chapter can

SHADES OF BLUE
Seen on Facebook
in the U.S. Navy as a

“He had a wonderful life, living life to the

medic from 1941 to

fullest, yet he never thought he was a big

1946 and was stationed

shot,” says Connie Requarth, Bill’s widow.

in Pearl Harbor in 1941,

Bill is remembered for his pride in

a heroic survivor of the

being a Millikin alumnus and the time he

devastating attacks

spent volunteering for his university. A

of Dec. 7. He earned

member of the Millikin Medallion Society,

aviation licenses in five

Investors Society and Alumni Board, he re-

areas, including private and commercial. He

ceived the Alumni Merit Award in 1960 and

performed Decatur’s first open-heart surgery

was named Alumnus of the Year in 1970.

and was a medical teacher in Chicago. After

Bill also had the distinction of serving

retiring from surgery, he became a member

as a volunteer for two science campaigns,

of the Chicago Board of Trade. He accom-

helping raise funds to build both Scovill

plished all this and more, yet is remembered

Science Hall in the 1950s (now ADM-Scovill

most for his generous and humble spirit.

Hall) and the Leighty-Tabor Science Center,
whose observatory bears his name. ●

fulfill the educational aspect of the mission.”
DSI hopes to conduct eight to 10
demonstrations during the 2008-09
school year, which Dunn says are
designed to engage the children and
inspire them to ask questions about the
experiments they see. In addition to the
banana hammer, Millikin students demonstrate Bernoulli’s principle of airflow
using a weed blower and toilet paper,
and also light methanol cannons. The
youngsters shriek with delight, cover
their ears and watch the experiments
with rapt attention.
“The goals of DSI are to stimulate
interest in science, increase student
achievement and build science literacy,”
says Taylor. Demonstrations took place
at five Decatur elementary schools last
year. Marilyn Davis, chairman of the
foundation as well as chief of staff and
board secretary at Millikin, describes
herself as a link for the program between the university and Decatur Public
Schools. “As chairman of the Foundation, it’s my goal
to help make these
partnerships work,”
she says.
“It can be hard to
make connections
with students,”
says Taylor. “DSI
involves them in
science.” ● by
Carol Colby ’08

A recent search of Facebook reveals some
interesting names for groups formed by
Millikin students and alumni. Are you a
member of one of these?
• I slaved away at the Decaturian
• Guitar heroes of Millikin
• Girls who like video games
(and guys who like that)
• It’s grilled cheese, not cheese toasty
(MU chapter)
• I love Al the Candy Man
• I’m the reason Jimmy John’s stays
in business
Of course, the best group to search for
(and join) is the Millikin University Alumni
group, nearly 900 members strong and still
growing.

From tango to bluegrass to more, Kirkland has it all
A highlight of the Kirkland Fine Arts Center’s
2008-09 performing arts season includes
a comunity-wide an attempt to set a new
world record for “largest dance by couples”
during Tango Decatur in February. The
season also includes the return of KirkOut,
a program that connects people to special
learning opportunities that originate as fine
or performing arts events at Millikin and
Kirkland.
The season opened in September
with performances by DBR (Daniel Bernard
Roumain) in the world premiere of “Darwin’s
Meditation for the People of Lincoln” and
ScrapArtsMusic.
On Oct. 5, Kirkland will present
“Lincoln and Liberty, Too! A Celebration of
Lincoln and His Music” featuring Saxton’s
Cornet Band with the Millikin University
Symphonic Band.
In addition to Millikin’s annual Vespers
concerts in December, Kirkland will present a new holiday tradition with a Dec.
13 Millikin-Decatur Symphony Orchestra
Holiday Concert. The orchestra will present
its holiday pops concert featuring favorite
songs of the season as well as contemporary holiday tunes.
On Feb. 10, Kirkland will present
Sweet Honey in the Rock, an all-female a
cappella group. Members of the group will
discuss the group’s roots in American spiritual music and reflect on its importance as a
connection to Black History Month during a
KirkOut event on Feb. 9.
From Feb. 21-28, the community can
get out their dancing shoes for a week of
tango. Kirkland’s “Tango Decatur” features

a Guinness World Record® attempt on Feb. 21,
a downtown Decatur restaurant walk, tango
lessons and a performance by Tiempo Tango
Chicago with the Binelli-Ferman Duo on Feb.
28. Decatur will try to set a new record for the
largest dance by couples at the Decatur Indoor
Sports Center (DISC) with 550 couples dancing
the tango. Free dance lessons are available to
prepare for the event. For more information
and to register go on-line at www.kirk-out.com/
tangodecatur.
Kirkland’s Family Series presents “JUNGUADescendents of the Dragon” on March 11, a
performance that celebrates Chinese culture
in an explosion of kungfu, acrobatics, music,
dance, dramatic scenery, authentic props and
lavish costumes.
April 3 and 4 will be a special weekend of bluegrass music at Kirkland. April 3
will feature a concert by The Gordons, The
Special Consensus and Poplar Grove Bluegrass
Band. On April 4, western swing music will
be featured when Grammy Award winning
Asleep at the Wheel takes the Kirkland stage.
The weekend will also feature the KirkOut event,
“The Train Just Don’t Stop Here Anymore,”
Soundscapes of Rural and Small-Town America
Conference, conversation and lectures on the
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soundscapes of rural and small-town America.
Among the additional activities is a community

FEATURE

For insight into our first
Burning Question, we turned
to Dr. Judy Parrish, associate
professor of biology and chair
of the biology department.

Q. What is the best solution to rising gas prices?
A. The main thing we can do in response to rising gas prices

T

he poet Rilke once gave this advice: “Try to love the
questions themselves.” At the Millikin Quarterly, we
are quite fond of questions, but must admit – we love the
answers, too. That’s why we’re introducing “The Burning
Question,” a new feature that will move beyond matters
of purely intellectual interest to tackle timely topics that
affect our daily lives – the things that spark water cooler
chatter and maybe even keep you up at night. We will
turn to the educated opinions of some of the brightest
people we know – Millikin faculty members – to bring
cool reason to the Burning Question.

Have a response to Dr. Parrish’s
comments or a burning question
to submit to one of our faculty
experts? Send your thoughts to
MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu or call
toll-free to 1-877-JMU-ALUM.
18
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is choose vehicles that get better gas mileage. But we’ve also
got to begin making changes in how we get around.
Over the years, auto manufacturers intentionally encouraged dependence on cars, and American cars got bigger and
bigger. As a society, we moved away from public transportation. With no relief from soaring gas prices in sight, we need
to enhance existing public transportation systems, develop
new ones – and use them.
Until recently, gas simply wasn’t expensive enough in the
U.S. to cause a change in the cars we choose to drive. But in
Europe, where they pay as much as four times what Americans pay for gasoline, you see far greater reliance on smaller
vehicles and greater use of public transportation. Some cities
have implemented additional measures to limit the number
of vehicles on the road. For example, in Athens, drivers with
odd-numbered license plates drive on odd-numbered days, and
even-numbered license plates hit the roads on even-numbered
days. By doing so, they have made dramatic reductions in pollution and gas consumption.
Creating and promoting the use of car pool lanes on
freeways will help, too. On a recent trip to San Francisco, we
used the car pool lane, which is dedicated to groups of three
or more per car, and it was amazing how much faster we were
able to get to our destination, while other drivers were caught
in gridlock.
(continued on page 32)

JUST THE BEGINNING

Where
art thou,
Abe?
by University Archivists
Amanda Pippitt
and Todd Rudat

T

TOP: The missing Lincoln bust; students would rub its nose for luck
before taking their exams.
BOTTOM: Abe suited up as a member of the Kappa Society with then
students James Curry ’49, Rolland Short ’49 (now deceased) and
Joyce Boden Batchelder ’49.
Note from the archives: Decaturian issues from 1903-1951 will
be searchable online beginning this fall. Check the university
archives website for details or drop by Staley Library if you’re on
campus.

his fall marks the 60th anniversary of
the arrival and dedication of the Abraham
Lincoln statue, “At Twenty-One I Came to Illinois,” on Millikin’s campus. All that time, young
Mr. Lincoln has posed for photographs in front of
Shilling Hall with his axe by his side. Sixty years
is a long time, but that statue has three more years
to go before it can match the record set by a much
smaller Lincoln that stood on campus for 63 years.
In February 1909, Decatur celebrated the centennial of Lincoln’s birth, a celebration culminating
in a parade down Main Street to Millikin’s campus
and a ceremony inside today’s Albert Taylor Theatre, during which city friends gave the university
the gift of a bronze bust of Lincoln sculpted by
George Edwin Bissell. The bust was installed in the
main corridor of what is today’s Shilling Hall (see
above and at left), and through the years, students
would rub its nose for luck prior to taking exams.
So where is that Lincoln bust today? That’s a
riddle continuing to puzzle the university archives’
staff. According to a 1972 Decaturian article, the
bust disappeared off its perch in August that year.
No reward was offered, but a statement of “no
questions would be asked” was made along with a
plea for its return. Despite the plea, the bust’s location is still unknown. Since next February marks the
bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth, wouldn’t it be fitting
if the bust returned to campus?
To learn more about both Lincoln statues,
visit “Mil-Lincoln” at www.millikin.edu/staley/
archives/exhibits/exhibits_lincoln.htm. y
19
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Hanging Out,

Big Blue Style

● The SUB was in the bottom of RTUC as a place to get great milk shakes, hamburgers, pizza, fries,
and other great greasy food. It was close by, took the meal plan and was a fun place to chill.
Linda Carter Ellerman ’01

E

ach
generation of
students leaves Millikin with more
than the lessons learned inside the classroom. Though they may not realize it at
the time, a lot is happening outside the
classroom, too. In fact, life lessons can
happen anywhere – even while huddled
over greasy cheeseburgers in a darkened
booth with some guys from your floor.
It is those places – the corner cafe,
the local bar & grill, the lounge by the
vending machines, the quiet spot on
the quad and more – where Millikin
students stake out a special spot to call
their own. Each place becomes such a
part of their lives that years later they
not only remember it in vivid detail,
they may even make a pilgrimage back
to visit that particular spot, camera in
hand to take photos, just as if they were
in the presence of a national monument.
So, just what makes a student
hangout the place to be? The alumni
themselves can tell you best. On these
pages, several alumni reminisce about
their favorite student hangouts – the
places where they laughed with their
best friends, pigged out on pungentsmelling ribs, flirted with a boyfriend,
boogied with the band instead of writing
that paper that was due the next day – or
even had one of those “Aha!” moments
when a concept that was muddled in the
classroom suddenly became clear while
playing frisbee on the front lawn of
Shilling Hall.
The college experience wouldn’t be
the same without student hangouts and
the memories they inspire, and Millikin
wouldn’t have it any other way. ●
20
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● Mr. Ed’s Bar-B-Q. Not a “hangout” exactly because if you stayed in there more than a few seconds
your clothes and hair smelled of fried food. Sometimes we would hang our coats on the parking meters outside to avoid smelling them up. Whenever anyone had been there, you could tell shortly after
they hit the front door of the dorm or fraternity house because the smell was unmistakable. Sounds
awful I know, but the subs and barbeque were outstanding. We left for Christmas break one year
and returned for winter term to discover that Ed’s had closed. It was a sad, sad day on campus.
John Blakeman ’82
● One of my favorite memories is of a group of us, starting with a core of philosophy majors and
“Sub Rats,” heading off to lunch at the Chili Parlor downtown. More than a few times a group of us
showed up late for Dr. Adell’s senior seminar class in the middle of the winter, without coats and dripping in sweat. Their fire bowl chili was one of the best chilis I’ve ever encountered.
Harold J. Kahn ’84
● I was a major Jazz Band groupie in the mid’80s. The Jazz Band would play at LSB on the
weekends and it was so much fun to hang out
and listen. And, to this day, LSB has the best
nachos! I am coming back to MU in August for a
wedding and have plans to visit LSB. It won’t be
the same without the Jazz Band!
Laurie Reese Uribe ’86
● The Winery. Their greasy burgers, the employees who all knew your name, and that was
where all my friends were.
Bruce Tyler ’76
● Los Mat (now Mi Pueblito). If you went there
on a Friday or Saturday night, you could always
find big groups of Millikin students there. The
Greeks should remember it as we had a few
events there, just for us. I think it’s all about the
staff and just knowing that you are welcomed –
and the chips are awesome!
Cathy Martin Briggs ’05
● The Kirkland Quad - It was nice to sit out
there in the grass on the warm sunny days when
you didn’t want to go to class. All you wanted
to do was just enjoy the beautiful weather and
hope the day would never end.
Catherine (Cat) Nielsen ’07
● The SUB – a good place to hang out between
classes ● Ralph’s – good place for quieter
conversation ● Don’t remember the name of the
place, but we referred to it as the Peanut Bar
Way out west. We would go there for Monday

THE TOP 10 BIG BLUE
HANGOUTS, 1950-2008
In a recent, decidedly nonscientific, online alumni survey of
Big Blue student hangouts, these
emerged as the Top 10 favorites.
1. Lock, Stock & Barrel (LSB)
and the Winery (tied for first)
2. Mi Pueblito in Fairview Plaza
(formerly known as
Los Mat to its fans)
3. The SUB, both the barracks
version and the former
reTreat version in lower RTUC
4. Ed’s (RIP)
5. Common Grounds
coffeehouse in Dolson Hall
(formerly Oakland Hall)
6. Ralph’s Pub (RIP)
7. The Blue Mill restaurant (RIP)
8. Fairview Park
9. The sorority and fraternity
benches in Shilling Hall (then
known as Old Main or Liberal
Arts Hall)
10. The Red Couch (RIP)

COVER STORY
Night Football. ● The ice cream shop, by Raycraft’s Drug store.
A good place for a hot day. ● The stairs or benches in Old Main for
each fraternity and sorority. Everyone from the fraternities/sororities
went there between classes. ● Fairview Park. Went there many times
on a date just to walk around.
Greg Jones ’71

● I always loved the Blue Mill because it seemed so fancy and upscale. One
of my favorite dates was with a “hairy Vet” (as we called them in those
days) at the Blue Mill. He was about six years older than I, and I felt very
special to be taken to such a la-de-dah place on a date. The boys my age
rarely had the money to splurge on such a fancy restaurant.
Carol Frede Pirtle ’60
● Mr. Ed was the best! He always seemed happy to see you, remembered
your favorite way of ordering (or perhaps I was in there too much) and was
more than willing to take an I.O.U. when you came up a bit short. I took
my dad there several times and he loved it. Once I ordered an entire Chess
Pie (my dad’s favorite) and took it back home to him.
Jeanine Harris Buttimer ’78
● The Red Couch! Everyone was there, especially on Thursday nights.
There was live music, it was affordable, and it was a great place to dance!
Amy Duncan Flynn ’05

Did you delight in karaoke at LSB...

● Lock Stock & Barrel. The best times were Sunday afternoons when the
MU Jazz Band was playing. The place was packed to the rafters and the
chili and beers were the best! I remember being at The Winery the night
[a] tornado went through town, barely missing campus. We didn’t know
anything about it until we stepped out onto the street!
Peg Maish ’83

● I remember spending a lot of time in the lobby of [Mueller Hall].
There were chairs and we would hang out there before classes or on
the steps out in front if the weather was nice. That same lobby area was
also where audition results were posted, and I remember so many times
nervously walking there the next day after an evening of auditions to check
and see who got the parts! This was also the building where Pipe Dreams
was and we hung out around there a lot waiting for shows to start or taking
a rehearsal break.
Sara Baur Bruno ‘94
● The Mac lab on the 4th floor of Shilling was a haven for English majors.
Anytime we were struggling to study for one of Dr. Mihm’s American Lit
tests, or trying to get over a terrible case of writer’s block for one of Dr.
Guillory’s creative writing classes, we could count on finding other English
majors to give a hand ... I think having that small space that felt like it was
just “ours” really built a sense of community among the English majors.
Denise Wheeler Ukena ’97
● The university center’s (now Richards Treat’s) lower level with the order
counter and the tables where students played bridge all day. I had friends
from Eisenhower High School who enrolled when I did in 1962. Several
were always playing bridge and I wasn’t sure what schedule their advisor
had signed off on. I didn’t see them in classes. [Other hangouts were] the
Pom Pom cafe, Raycraft’s, and Buck’s pool hall next to the Winery.
Dennis Downey ’66, currently a student teacher supervisor
for the School of Education
● For a quiet time, I would hang out at the SUB. Otherwise, I would go
to the Winery for a burger and a beer to wind down after a hard night of
studying. Ed’s was a great place for a power foot long. The SUB was a place
to meet other students who were interested in sharing ideas and experiences. It was a very relaxed atmosphere and very conducive to my studying
habits. The Winery was the place to be when you needed to release some
of the pressures of studying and your homework deadlines.
Don Hartman ’77

...or was the Greek Sing in A.T. your thing?

● The Winery, that’s where EVERYONE ended up! ● The Blue Mill; [my] boyfriend
Bob used to sing to me with the band.
Carol Cain ‘56
● LSB, of course! As a nontraditional student, I struggled for a short while trying
to find a place to fit in with my younger classmates. It didn’t take long until my
young friends taught me a love of LSB. As I was more the age of my professors,
I had the opportunity to have lunch with some of my favorites from that group
also. I have wonderful memories of my years at Millikin, and LSB ranks right up
there – great times were had by all!
Norma Young ’83
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Blast from the Past
Check out these photos of past homecomings! Know the stories
behind them? We would love to hear them! Send your stories
to Millikin Quarterly, 1184 W. Main, Decatur, IL 62522.
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ALUMNI PROFILE

Where the
heart is
A 1978 alum’s journey to
recovery after suffering a
massive heart attack.
The Moma family at brother Jeff’s wedding last November. From left: brother Terre
Moma, Carroll Moma (Terre’s wife), grandmother Dorothy Thiele, bride Ellen
Rechenbach Moma, groom and brother Jeff Moma ’84, mother Peggy Moma, Rick
Moma ’78 and Laura Moma (Rick’s wife).

A

s musician and director of bands and music for
Lovington Schools, Richard Moma ’78 knows a
little something about timing. So it seems ironic
to him, shortly after helping send the 2007 graduating class off on their life’s journey, Moma embarked on an
amazing life journey of his own.
“I didn’t feel well at graduation, but I certainly didn’t relate
it to heart issues,” says Moma.
But on May 26, 2007, the day after graduation, Moma’s
symptoms worsened and he left his Blue Mound home in an
ambulance, beginning a journey that would take him hundreds
of miles from home and change his life forever.
It quickly became apparent that the then 50-year-old Moma
had suffered a massive heart attack. (Ironically, his father had
also suffered a heart attack at the same age. Because of his
family history, Moma had been scheduled for cardiac testing the first week of summer vacation — one week too late.)
He was transported to St. John’s Hospital in Springfield, Ill.,
for treatment, and received several cardiac stents as an ICU
patient.
It was there that doctors told Moma’s wife, Laura, they
had done all they could but couldn’t repair the heart damage.
Her husband and father of their four children needed a heart
transplant.
The physicians recommended a left ventricular assist device
(LVAD), sometimes called the “bridge to transplant,” because
it can help a patient survive until a donor heart becomes available. However, the battery-operated, mechanical pump had to
be surgically implanted, and the implant couldn’t be done at
St. John’s. So the next leg of Moma’s journey began, taking
him to Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St. Louis.
“By then, I was in real bad shape,” Moma says. “They gave
me less than a 20 percent chance of survival because the left
side of my heart was completely non-functional and the right
side was functioning at less than 20 percent capacity.”

Because of his heart’s decreased function, his kidneys
and liver became damaged as well. Then he developed
a high fever and was placed on a ventilator to help him
breathe.
“I was on the ventilator for seven weeks and things
were pretty bleak,” Moma says. “My family was called
in to say good-bye.”
But after his family went to the waiting room together
to pray, things began to change.
“The very next day, I started to get better and my vital
signs started to improve,” he says. “Divine intervention
brought me back.”
He was taken off the ventilator and began the process
of regaining his strength so that the LVAD could be
implanted.
“I had a lot of physical therapy to help get my strength
back and finally, on Aug. 28, I had the LVAD surgery,”
Moma says. “I came home Sept. 28 with the LVAD and
an assignment from the doctors to work hard on getting
physically and mentally stronger for the transplant.”
So from October through year’s end, Moma concentrated on physical therapy and walking, doing his best to
regain his strength in the
hope of receiving a new
Nearly 100,000 men, women
heart and a new chance.
On Jan. 2, 2008, Moma
and children currently need
was put at the top of the 1A
life-saving organ transplants,
Transplant List.
and a new name is added to
“You’re on that list
the national organ transplant
for exactly 30 days and
waiting list every 12 minutes.
you get the first heart that
To learn more about organ and
matches,” Moma says.
tissue donation and to docu“After that, you drop down
ment your decision to become
on the list and have to work
a donor, visit donatelife.net.
continued next page
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continued from previous
page
your way back up. Most people have to wait quite a while
for a heart, so I thought I’d be on the LVAD for a year or so.”
But that’s not the way it happened. Just five days after being put at the top of the transplant list, Moma received the call
he and his family had been waiting for — a heart was available. On Jan. 7, Richard Moma became heart transplant No.
535 at Barnes Hospital.
“You don’t get a lot of information about your donor,”
Moma says. “I do know it was a young man who was involved
in an auto accident. And I know that eight other people benefited from his family’s loving, generous decision that day.”
After months of recovery and rehabilitation, a thankful
Moma spent the last weeks of his unexpected “vacation” get-

ting ready for a new school year.
“My brother Jeff (a 1984 Millikin graduate) was able to
fill in for me at Lovington while I was out,” says Moma (see
related article below). “And there are some very loving kids
and families over there who’ve taken real good care of me this
past year. They even had a fundraiser for me in November.”
Moma is doing his best to take care of himself, as well.
“I’ve changed my diet — I cut back on salt and try to eat
well-balanced meals with lots of fruits and vegetables,” Moma
says. “I walk 3 to 4 miles a day and I feel really good. I’ve had
a lot of blessings. I know I’ve gotten a second chance and I’m
not going to blow it.” ● by Margaret Friend

Brothers move
to the same

T

he baton passed from one brother
to the other and then back again.In
May 2007, Jeff Moma ’84 of Blue
Mound, Ill., had been planning a summertime search for a full-time music
position in the area. Although he was
working part time as choir director for
Blue Mound’s First Christian Church, as
well as teaching private music lessons,
he still hoped to find a position similar
to that of his brother, Rick Moma ’78,
director of bands and music for Lovington Schools. That plan went out the
window when Rick had a near-fatal
heart attack in May, and Jeff and the
rest of the family spent countless hours
at Barnes Hospital in St. Louis focused
on Rick’s long recovery (see related
article, this page), leaving no time for
job hunting.
But shortly before the school year
started in August, Jeff got a call from
the Lovington superintendent: Would
Jeff be interested in filling in for his ill
brother?
Quicker than a one-sixteenth note,
Jeff agreed.
“I stepped in with the understanding
that I would step aside when Rick was
able to return,” Jeff says, noting that it
was “a very smooth transition.”
“Rick and I have sort of similar
teaching styles, plus the kids said we
sounded and looked alike,” he says. “So
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Brothers Rick Moma ’78 and Jeff Moma ’84.
they called me ‘Mr. Moma Too’ and
were very accepting of me.”
Jeff said it helped that his brother was
well organized and had already started
planning for the new school year before
his heart attack, and though unable to
talk because of his ventilator, Rick was
able to write instructions to Jeff despite
his poor condition as he waited for a
heart transplant. Rick also managed to
fill another important role for his brother during what became a life-changing
year for both men.
“I had planned to be married in June
2007, but with Rick's health so critical
we delayed until Nov. 24,” says Jeff,
who married Ellen Rechenbach, pastor

of the First Christian Church where he
works. “We waited for Rick, and he was
able to be my best man. At that time,
he still had a LVAD (left ventricular
assist device) as a precursor to his heart
transplant.”
Along with his now-recovered
brother, Jeff feels he has received a
fresh start, too.
“The last year was very therapeutic
for me, “he says. “I had been wondering if my school career was over, but I
found that I really enjoyed being band
director. I was glad that I was able to fill
in for him.
“But the most gratifying thing of all
is that Rick is able to go back.” ●

It’s in
the bag
Students and alumni
enjoy the latest campus
craze.

O

n nearly every college campus, you’ll see students
gathered on porches, sidewalks and lawns, tossing
small, colorful bags at slanted wooden platforms.
You can hear the small “thud” as the bag makes contact with
the platform, and you’re also likely to hear loud cheers or
groans from the students. “What are they doing?” you may
wonder.
Wonder no more: they’re playing bags, the latest popular
game at universities everywhere. The game, officially
recognized as “cornhole,” is increasing so rapidly in popularity
that it even has its own league, the American Cornhole
Organization (ACO), which sanctions official games and
tournaments, and sells ACO platforms and bags. Nevertheless,
most Millikin students play bags purely for fun, often relaxing
the rules and using older, non-sanctioned platforms and bags.
Terry Trost ’03, who works in messaging and collaborative
technologies at State Farm Co., creates bags sets for friends,
family and Millikin alumni events. “Bags is a really effective
way to bring alumni together,” says Trost, who lives in
Heyworth, Ill. “Anyone can play the game, and even if they
choose not to play, the games are fun to watch, especially
when you have someone to cheer for or against.”
Trost began making his own bags sets when he realized he
could build the sets for less money than it took to buy them.
continued on nest page

How to play:
In a double game, a team consists of two people,
each with one platform and four bags (the game is
also called cornhole because the bags are often filled
with dry corn). In doubles, team partners face each
other from opposite boards. Players alternate tossing
the bags at until all eight bags are thrown. The goal
is to make contact with the opposing team’s platform,
worth one point, or throw the bag into the hole in the
platform, worth three points. The game is played until
one team reaches 21 points. ●

Scoring:
● Winner is first team to score 21 points or more
● Three points for each bag in the hole (baggo)
● One point for each bag on the board (ace)
● Bags pushed in by an opponent’s toss count as a
baggo.
● The game is over if the score reaches 11 to 0
(skunk)
● If a bag ever touches the ground or is tossed out of
turn, it doesn’t count
Fall 2008 Millikin Quarterly
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It’s in the bag
continued from previous page
He gives the sets to friends and family, and donated a $50 set to an
inaugural young alumni bags tournament held during last fall’s homecoming.
Although bags is not a new game, only recently did it explode in
popularity across the country. Bags aficionados disagree on the creator of
the game: some claim the inventor was a 19th century Midwestern farmer
named Jebediah McGillicuddy (though this story has aroused skepticism),
while others claim it was a man named Maxie Huff, who let the patent on
his game expire before it grew in popularity, according to www.mycornhole.
com. Websites dedicated to cornhole do seem to agree that the game became
a popular tailgate diversion at Cincinnati Bengals football games, and spread
from there.
“Bags is a relatively inexpensive entertainment option for college
students,” Trost says. “Friends can come together and socialize around
games.” ● by Carol Colby ’08

Hey Alumni!
The online Millikin
Bookstore is THE campus
Boo
destination for college
de
and Greek apparel,
an
accessories and other
ac
great gifts, including
g
kkids gear like the
onesies and sweatshirt
pictured at left.
through our merchandise
Browse thr
right from your home!
and purchase Millikin gear righ

www.striglos.com/millikin/index.asp
Pictured above are future Millikin hopefuls Connor Heneghan (Millikin class of 2030), Karley Simon
(Millikin class of 2025) and Kayla Simon (Millikin class of 2029). Connor, 6 months, is the son of Tara
and Patrick Heneghan ’97 (see birth note on page 38). Karley, 5, and Kayla, 1, are daughters of
John and Shelley Heneghan Simon ’97. All three are grandchildren of Mike Heneghan ’70 and Gayle
Heneghan, adminstration assistant to the director of alumni services at Millikin.
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Submission policy

Ready to try your hand at bags?
Join us for the second annual young alumni bags tournament, Saturday,
Oct. 11, during Homecoming 2008! It’s free! Sign-up starts at 3:15 p.m.
and the double-elimination tournament begins at 4 p.m. on the alumni
and development center’s front lawn. Light snacks will be provided and
a cash bar will be available. Contact hosts Mandi Landacre Podeschi ’02
(apodeschi@millikin.edu) or Paul Scherschel ’04 (pscherschel@millikin.
edu) with questions or submit your reservation at www.millikin.edu/
homecoming. If you have a partner, please include their name on the
reservation. Otherwise, one will be found for you. Hosted by Mandi
Landacre Podeschi ’02 and Paul Scherschel ’04. ●

We welcome your latest news! Millikin
Quarterly publishes four issues yearly:
spring, summer, fall and winter. To submit
your news for a specific issue, please
make sure we receive it by the deadlines
below. The editor reserves the right to edit
for space, style and clarity.

Issue deadlines
Winter Issue ...................... Oct. 1
Spring Issue ...........................Feb. 1
Summer Issue.........................May 1
Fall Issue ............................... Aug. 1

How to send us
information

50th Vespers Celebration

Saturday, Dec. 6, 12:30-2:30 p.m.

A Tribute to the Legacy
o
of Founding Director
Richard Hoﬄand
R

You may send us your news for
Class Notes through the Internet or
by e-mail, fax or regular mail. A form
is provided in this issue to assist you.
Sorry, no telephone submissions.
Through the Internet, fill out the class
notes form at: www.millikin.edu/
alumni/class_note.asp
and/or the alumni questionnaire
at: www.millikin.edu/alumni/
update_info.asp
Through e-mail, write to:
alumnews@millikin.edu
By fax, fill out the form in this issue
and fax your news to:
1-217-424-3755

Richards Treat University Center (immediately preceding the 3 p.m. Vespers performance
in Kirkland Fine Arts Center). Hosted by Dr.
Brad Holmes, director of choral activities,
with special guest Kay Hoﬄand. Alumni who
have performed at Vespers through the years
are encouraged to join us! Cost is $15 and
includes both a light lunch and a ticket to the
3 p.m. concert. To RSVP, visit www.millikin.
edu/alumni/vespers/default.

Or fill out the form in this issue and
mail your news to:
Millikin Quarterly
1184 West Main
Decatur, IL 62522-2084

Questions?
Call us toll free at
1-877-JMU-ALUM (568-2586).

See page 14 for more details and look for updates in upcoming issues of Out of the Blue,
the online alumni newsletter.
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Continuing the family legacy
Pictured here are May 2008 graduates with
their alumni relatives at Commencement.

2

9

10

3

4

7

8

11

12

1. Amy Baird with fiancee Ryan Peifer ’09. 2. Mallory Hippler with mother Rita Ann Wood Hippler ’80. Not pictured: father Stephen Hippler ’80. 3. Gregg Lagger with cousin Joseph Kramp ’03. 4. Jessica Linn with brother
Brett Linn’04. 5. Matthew Dahlman with mother M. Gavena Bower Dahlman ’06, circulation associate at Staley
Library. 6. Shawn Gibbs with father Keith Gibbs ’77. Not pictured: grandmother Julhann Gibbs. 7. Sean Lee with
sister Jeanelle Keck ’07 and wife Kendra Lee ’05. 8. William Bangtson with wife Elizabeth Baugher Bangtson
’07, payroll clerk for Millikin’s business office. 9. Cindy Jostes with father-in-law Richard “Dick” Jostes ’50.
10. Rebecca Moore with aunt Julie Jordan Tedrick ’94. 11. Jamie Lynn West with step-father Scott Doane ’86.
12. Mark Bartlett with sister-in-law Janis Utsler ’79.
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15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

23

24

13. Callie Grady with sister Katie Grady ’04, grandmother Jean “Fuzzy” Sutherd Harner, father Jim Grady ’73,
mother Carin Harner Grady ’73 and aunt Cathy Harner ’68. Not pictured: grandfather G.W. Harner ’47. Callie’s
great grandparents were the late Mildred Lingle Sutherd ’24 and the late Calvin “Fuzzy” Eugene Sutherd ’18.
14. Haley Wade with aunt Cathy Mulholland McFadin ’78, grandmother Shirley Witt Mulholland ’52 and
grandfather Roger Mulholland ’51. 15. Elizabeth Ciaccio with sister Jennifer Ciaccio ’93. Not pictured: brother
Nick Ciaccio ’97. 16. Christopher Weisenborn with sister Jaclyn Weisenborn ’09. 17. Cecilia Modarelli with
brother James Modarelli ’07. 18. Carol Elaine Colby with father Alan Colby ’76. 19. Michael Minton with sister
Missy Minton ’05. 20. Matt Tobiasz with father David Tobiasz ’77. 21. Kimberly “Beth” Mruz with uncle Brad
Kirby ’04. 22. Elizabeth Rasine with sister Sadie Rasine ’06. 23. Catheryne Thomas with sister Elizabeth Thomas ’06. 24. Andrea McCoy with mother Tina McCoy Sullivan ’92. 25. Brian Rohde with brother Kyle Rohde ’06.
26. Jamie Coon with mother Bevila Coon ’92.
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27. Stephanie Beck with father Matt Beck and his wife, Natalie, grandfather Darrell Beck ’54, sister
Christine Beck Chandler ’06 and brother-in-law Nathan Chandler ’06. Not pictured: sister Emily Beck ’09, aunt
Amy Beck Bliefnick ’79, aunt Melinda Westwater ’79, uncle Mark Beck ’77 and aunt Angela Beck ’79.
28. Mandy Lockman with aunt Cathy Good Lockman ’79, aunt Carol Lockman Dwiggins ’76 and uncle Tom
Lockman ’77. 29. Elizabeth Braden with brothers Matthew Braden ’02 and Nicholas Braden ’04. 30. Cory
Hosler with brother Ryan Hosler ’07 and mother Darla Coit ’98. 31. Latasha Lee with cousin Kindra Smith ’03
and sister Sakeshia Atkins ’07. 32. Colleen Hillyer with mother Ann-Marie Hillyer ’88. 33. Chris Linden with
mother Helen Bakakos Linden ’81 and father Tom Linden ’81. Not pictured: grandfather Charles Linden ’49,
uncle Basil
Bakakos ’77, aunt Sherri Sarbaugh Bakakos ’81, uncle Ernie Bakakos ’78, aunt Tammy Bakakos Burbidge ’84,
uncle Drew Burbidge ’84, uncle Jimmy Tragos ’84, and cousins Jenny Bakakos ’06 and Nick Bakakos ’07.
34. Robert Mentzer with sister Natalie Mentzer ’07 and grandmother LaVonne Rehbein Mentzer ’67. 35. Lindsay Pitzer with brother-in-law Aaron Shane ’95 and sister Cally Pitzer Shane ’97. Not pictured: brother Michael
Pitzer ’00. 36. Steven Smedburg with sister Chrissy Smedburg Patterson ’04 and brother-in-law Andy Patterson
’04.
30

Fall 2008 Millikin Quarterly

38

40

43

39

41

42

44

45

38. Amanda Walker with godmother Susan Latta Allison ’80, brother Brandon
Walker ’10, father Dave Walker ’81(seated), godfather Mark Allison ’79, godsister
Kara Allison ’12, aunt Robin Rosenkranz Grubbs ’80 and aunt Pam Jacobs Rosenkranz ’82. 39. Aidan Parrish with brother Ian Parrish ’04, mother Judy Parrish, associate professor of biology, sister Megan Parrish Dudley ’06 and cousin Brittany
Lewis ’08. Aidan’s grandmother was the late Lois Peabody Damery ’46. 40. Kelley
Steers with fiancée Pete Wessler ’07, sister-in-law Sarah Guffey Steers ’04 and
46
brother Mike Steers ’01. 41. Hannah Freier with father Merritt Freier ’79. 42. Ray
Mendez with brother Oscar Mendez ’10. 43. Alexandra Breske with future brotherin-law Caleb Garvey ’04, sister Rosemarie Breske ’04 and sister Samantha Breske ’11. 44. Kelsey Ransdell with
grandfather Merle Micenheimer ’70, sister Sarah Ransdell ’05 and fiancée Jimmy LeVault ’06. Kelsey’s grandmother
was the late Betty Rogers Micenheimer ’67. 45. Maurice Crabtree with sister Cassandra Crabtree ’04. 46. Jillian
Nicole with sister Jaylyn Nicole ’07.
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What’s happening?
What’s new? Here’s your chance to let your Millikin friends know what you’ve
been doing lately. Have you moved? Been promoted? Have you become a parent
or spouse? Share your news now and watch for it in an upcoming issue of Millikin
Quarterly. Don’t forget to let us know your current address and please include a
recent photograph of yourself if possible (we’ll print the photograph with your
news item if space permits). Please print.
Name

Here’s my news (please attach
separate sheet if necessary):

Class year

Maiden name (if applicable)
Spouse’s name

Class year

(if applicable)

Your home address

City

State

Zip

Your home phone
Your cell phone
Your place of employment and job title
Mail form to : Alumni Relations
Office, Millikin University,
1184 West Main St., Decatur, IL
62522-2084. Or fax this page to
217-424-3755.

Spouse’s place of employment and job title

Your work phone
Fax

Home

E-mail address

Home

Work

Work

Display on Milli-Link XP

Need to update your contact info?
Visit www.millikin.edu/alumni/millilink-xp.

The Burning Question
(continued from page 18)

I don’t believe we should emphasize drilling as a solution to rising gas prices. All the talk about drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge seems very short-sighted
to me. If we did drill in Alaska, it would still be 10 years
before that oil is available as gasoline. And experts estimate
the reserves there would produce no more than a two-year
supply of oil. We would also need to build pipeline access
into the refuge through different regions, so the geographical area impacted by the drilling would be much larger than
proponents claim.
Instead, we need to focus on conservation and finding
alternatives other than drilling. I believe we should preserve
our limited petroleum supplies for products such as plastics
and pharmaceuticals, which currently have no alternate
ingredient.
I also would like to see more interest in biofuels from
alternate sources, such as prairie grasses and algae. These
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plants would have far less of an impact on food supplies than
some other methods.
Hydrogen fuel is perhaps the most exciting possibility on
the horizon. Hydrogen is the most abundant chemical in the
universe. It’s freely available and produces water as a byproduct. It will be an appealing alternative if supply issues
can be resolved.
I also think we can reduce fuel consumption tremendously if we shop locally and develop local sources for our
food. Most of our food travels over 2,000 miles to get to our
tables! Locally grown food usually has more nutrients and
tastes better than the well-travelled food.
As the debate continues on a solution, I believe one thing
is very clear: I don’t doubt that gas prices will continue to go
up, and I believe it’s time to explore ways to start living our
lives a little differently.

Was the Big Blue proudly on display during your wedding day?

Monica Camareno ’07 and Jason Lynch ’05, Dec. 31.

First row from left: Alyssa Machay, Sammie Camareno, Charles Machay, Ian Weigel, Anais Camareno. Second row
from left: Jeff Oskin ’05, Lauren Kartje ’07, Callie Grady ’08, Monica Camareno Lynch ’07 (bride), Jason Lynch ’05 (groom),
Courtney Segretto ’07, Karie Catrambone ’08, Sammie Bright, Curt Crecelius ’07. Third row from left: Al Kator ’05, Emily
Scobbie ’08, Brent Bandy ’07, Brian Lock, Kyle Hemenover ’05, Matt Lynch, Javi Rivera ’06. Fourth row from left: Adam
Watterson, Jennifer Camareno, Ryan Marlo ’05, Scott Sandage ’07.

Submit your wedding photo to our online wedding album:
www.millikin.edu/alumni/weddingdex.
Wedding party photos must feature Millikin alumni for eligibility (see above for an example). Don’t forget to include
the name and class year of each Millikin alum pictured, and be sure to include the date of your wedding!

Fall 2008 Millikin Quarterly

33

ALUMNI NEWS
It’s not business as usual.
Dave Dixon ’83 and special guest Dave Marshall, professor
emertius of accounting, at the annual Chicago Business
Forum and Networking Luncheon in June.

Meeting and greeting.
Dan Bruno ’96, forum panel moderator Dr. Cheryl Chamblin,
professor of economics, and Kyle Johnson ’96 catch up during
the Chicago Business Forum and Networking Luncheon in June.

Root, root, root for the Cubbies!
Samantha Stephens Eberhardt ’99 and her husband,
David, show their support for the visiting Chicago Cubs
during Millikin Day at Busch Stadium in July.

Go Cards!
Angie Zielinski ’03, Michelle Thrower ’03, Tanell Hopkins
Spears ’03 and Ryan Spears ’03 show off their red at Millikin
Day at Busch Stadium.

Upcoming Events
Oct. 10-12, 2008

Thursday, Nov. 6, 2008

Sunday, Oct. 26, 2008

Friday, Nov. 14, 2008

On campus - Homecoming 2008! A
brochure with details on more than
50 Homecoming activities was mailed
in August. For more information, visit
www.millikin.edu/homecoming.

Des Moines, Iowa - 4 p.m., Miniature
golf at West Grand Golf, 6450 Raccoon
River Drive. Join us afterwards for a
Dutch treat dinner at Fuddruckers,
6378 Mills Civic Parkway, West Des
Moines. Cost for golf is $5 per person. RSVP by Oct. 24, to Emily Oshita
Layton ’98 at 641-445-5145, 515-9793542 or send her an e-mail, etlayton@
grm.net.

Indianapolis - 7 p.m., dessert reception
at Hillcrest Country Club with special
guest, Rick Bibb, associate professor of
marketing. Indy-area alums: watch for
an invitation coming your way this fall.

Alton, Ill. - 6 p.m., young alumni event
at Fast Eddie’s.

Saturday, Nov. 15, 2008

Aurora, Ill. - 4 p.m., men’s basketball at
Aurora. Join us for a post-game gathering, place TBA. Look for additional
details in upcoming issues of Out of
the Blue, Millikin’s monthly alumni and
friends newsletter.

Saturday, Dec. 6, 2008

On campus - 50th Vespers Celebration,
lunch reception from 12:30-2:30 p.m.
in Richards Treat University Center (immediately preceding the 3 p.m. Vespers
performance in Kirkland Fine Arts Center), hosted by Dr. Brad Holmes, director
of choral activities, and featuring special
guest Kay Hoffland, wife of the late
Richard Hoffland, founding director of
the Vespers concerts. Alumni who have
performed at Vespers through the years
are especially encouraged to join us for
this event! Cost is $15 and includes both
a light lunch and a ticket to the 3 p.m.
concert. To RSVP, visit www.millikin.edu/
alumni/vespers/default.

ALUMNI NEWS
2008-2009 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term Ending 2009
Dianne DeVore ’68, Jamie Duies ’95/MBA ’01, Gretchen Feiertag
PACE ’06, (first vice president) Bill Klein ’52, Dan Nieves ’92 (president), Theresa Rutherford ’90, Steven Swarthout ’68.

Term Ending 2010
Lauren Hunt Donofrio ’05 (second vice president), David Gendry ’59,
Terri Buckley Kuhle ’81 (secretary), Case McGee ’98/MBA ’04 (president-elect) and Jim Schwarz ’74.
Term Ending 2011
Larry Bechtel ’57, Becky Buchanan PACE ’04, Chris Bullock ’90, Dan
Delatte ’78, Jan Hurd Kelsheimer ’74, Tim Miller ’89, Marla Holder
Robinson ’83 and Burl Stoner ’60.
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION STUDENT ASSOCIATES
Katie Bates ’09, Will Frankenberger ’10, Susan Fruth ’09 and Molly
Jennings ’09.

The State Farm connection.
Upper left: Several alumni, including Carolyn Mason LaVere ’91
and James White ’85, attended the State Farm Co. luncheon in
Bloomington, Ill., last August, organized by John Cardamone ‘86.
Big Blue spans the globe.
At left: While visiting Italy over the summer, Jerry Cross’72
and his wife, Janet, met up with former classmate Bruce Nims
’72 and his wife, Karen Ribordy Nims ’79. The Nims recently
audited a course in Italian at Millikin and decided to immerse
themselves in the culture for six months.
Found a photo of you and some friends during your Millikin days? Have a photo of you and your alumni friends getting
together? Share it with the alumni office! Send your photos to Millikin Quarterly, 1184 W. Main, Decatur, IL 62522 or
e-mail high resolution digital files to millikinquarterly@millikin.edu. Be sure to indentify those in the photo, and please
include class years and maiden names where applicable.

Dec. 13-20, 2008

Europe - Join Millikin alumni and
friends for an eight-day, sevennight trip to Vienna, Prague and
Budapest. Highlights include
visits to the St. Vitus Cathedral
in Prague, Fisherman’s Bastion
in Buda and St. Charles Church
in Vienna (pictured at right).
Plenty of space is still available.
To learn more, including updated
rates, call Peg Smith Luy ’75 in
the alumni and development office toll free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM
(568-2568) or send her an e-mail at
pluy@millikin.edu.

Saturday, Jan. 17, 2009

Decatur - Join the Millikin Central Illinois
Alumni (MCIA) for for an Italian buffet
from 5 to 7 p.m. at Tuscany Steak and
Pasta House, 1099 W. Wood, served
between the Big Blue women’s basketball game vs. Illinois Wesleyan at 2
p.m., and the men’s basketball game vs.
the Wheaton Thunder at 7:30 p.m., at
Griswold Physical Education Center (special seating for our group). Attend both
games or take your pick.

For more information on these events and travel opportunities,
call the alumni office toll free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM (locally, dial
217-424-6383) or e-mail alumnews@millikin.edu.

THE LEGACY CONTINUES

Millikin’s growing family tree
Pictured below are new Millikin first-year students
with their alumni relatives.

1.

2.

5.

6.

9.

10.

3.

4.

7.

8.

1. Andrew Nail with mother Cindy Nobbe Nail ’81. 2. Dexter Rundquist with father Thomas Rundquist
’82. 3. Eric Burgett with grandmother Harriet Pope Burgett ’50. 4. Kaitlin Powell with father Gary Powell
’76. 5. James White with mother Julia Wall White ’80. 6. Haley Gifford with father David Gifford ’83. 7.
Monica Casner with mother Katrina Kitchen Casner ’88. 8. Nicholas Colón with sister Angel Colón ’04.
9. Kristi Wilhelm with mother Karla Brady Wilhelm ’80. Not pictured: grandfather Earl Eugene Brady ’55;
uncle Mike Brady ’81; second cousin Danda Tish Beard ’85 and second cousin Dennis Beard ’82. 10.
Becca McCombs with sister Jennifer Nolan ’02. 11. Kara Allison with father Mark Allison ’79 and mother
Susan Latta Allison ’80.
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11.

The view from here: Richards Treat University Center

Richards Treat University Center (RTUC) was remodeled in 1979, replacing the previous University Center constructed 20 years
earlier. Named in honor of Nola Treat, class of 1907, and Lenore Richards, Treat’s long-time business partner and friend, and in
recognition of Treat’s $1 million gift to Millikin, RTUC today houses the University Information Center, Office of Student Programs, several meeting rooms, Wornick Dining Room, WJMU student radio station, the President’s Dining Room, Video Busters
(an on-campus movie rental location for students), a convenience store and a casual restaurant. In September, the outdoor area in
front of RTUC was renovated and bricked to create a new patio area for students.
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A gift that
earns you income.

Advantages of an annuity program include:
X Significant portion of gift annuity payments may be tax free.
X Substantial contribution deduction for income tax purposes.
X Freedom from investment responsibility.
X Convenience in arrangement.
X Satisfaction in knowing that Millikin will ultimately
receive a substantial gift.

A gift annuity can earn you a
return of 5 percent or more.
A gift annuity involves making a contribution to Millikin
now and receIving guaranteed
income as long as you (and a
co-annuitant, if any) live. Your
annuity income is a guaranteed percentage of the amount
invested in Millikin.

CURRENT RATES

Annuity for Annuity for
single life:
two lives:
Rate Age
Rate
5.3%
5.5%
5.7%
6.1%
6.7%
7.6%
8.9%
10.5%

55/50
60/55
65/60
70/65
75/70
80/75
85/80
90/85

4.4%
4.7%
5.3%
5.5%
5.8%
6.2%
6.9%
7.9%

For more information about gift annuities, detach and return this form to Millikin
University Development Office, 1184 West Main, Decatur, IL 62522-2084 or call
toll free to 1-877-JMU-ALUM (568-2586) and ask for Anne-Marie Berk, Director of
Major Gifts, or Peg Luy, Vice President for Alumni and Development.

Optional information available
(check one or more):
Bequests and Wills
Deferred Payment Gift
Annuities
The Millikin Fund
Gift Annuities
Other Planned Gifts
Millikin University
Investor’s Society
I/We have already included
Millikin in our estate plans

Name

Address

City

State

Zip

Daytime Phone

Thanks for answering.
Meet Student Caller Betsy Henkel ’09
F the
For
h Milliki
Millikin F
Fund*,
d* it’s all about numbers, and our
friendly student callers help those numbers add up.
Hometown: Dixon, Ill.
Major: Communication
Year: Senior

Last year, 15 students contacted 12,193 households
over 137 days.
Because you answered when Millikin called, the
students raised $70,466, with an average pledge of
$79.98. Because you answered, the Millikin Fund
raised over $2.3 million in 2007-08, with $386,800 of
that total coming from alumni giving their support.

What do you enjoy
most about calling?

Your support helps our students fulfill their dreams by
updating technology, bringing top faculty to campus
and more. For all that, Millikin students say, “Thanks
for answering.”

“I enjoy talking with alumni and
hearing about their experiences
at Millikin. It’s nice to visit and
share Millikin stories!”

Students will be calling Sunday through Thursday
evenings throughout the school year.
Thanks for answering!

Office of Alumni
and Development
Millikin University

*The university’s fundraising campaign to support its annual operating budget.

1184 W. Main
Decatur, IL 62522
Phone: 217-424-6383

Afraid you’ll miss our call? Make a secure gift online at
www.millikin.edu/alumni/gifts.asp

T
Toll Free: 1-877-JMU-ALUM
w
www.millikin.edu/alumni

1184 West Main Street
Decatur, Illinois
62522-2084
www.millikin.edu
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