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FAQS

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS ABOUT MILLIKIN
What is Millikin’s enrollment?
Approximately 2,300 traditional
undergraduate students, adult
degree-completion students,
graduate students and part-time
students.
Where did our students come
from to attend MU?
88 percent from Illinois;
37 other states and nine
countries are also represented
What is the ratio of studentto-faculty for traditional
undergraduates?
10.9 to 1
What is the average class size?
23 students
What is the average
ACT/SAT and class rank?
24 ACT/1065 SAT;
upper third of class
How many majors, minors and
special programs are offered?
47 majors, 25 minors and more
than 15 special programs
What are the most
popular areas of study?
Biology, business, education,
music, musical theatre, nursing,
business
What is the campus size?
75 acres.
Are most students
eligible for financial aid?
99 percent of MU undergraduate
students receive some type
of financial aid to attend the
university.
What is the Decatur population?
85,000
What is Millikin’s success rate?
Within six months of graduation,
99.5 percent of Millikin
graduates secure jobs or attend
graduate/professional school.
Information courtesy of the
offices of admission, marketing
and institutional research.

I

In mid-October, I announced my decision to retire on Dec. 31, 2010, which
will set in motion the opportunity for an
orderly and unrushed transitioning of
the presidency of Millikin University.
After seven years as president, I am
aware that it is time for the university
to experience and gain from its next
compassionate, energetic and inspired
leader who is committed to higher education – all the aspects of good leadership that have been my goals while in
this position.
Making this announcement now will
provide more than 14 months in which I
can help the Millikin trustees and those
inside the university to set best practice
processes in place to help create a high
quality candidate pool from which to
select Millikin’s next president.
I am ready and willing to offer my
insights and experience to make the
presidential transition move smoothly
towards a successful completion. I also
am fully cognizant of the need to keep
the entire Millikin family focused on our
educational mission, our recruitment
and retention imperatives, and on the
financial needs of the university in support of our mission.
Chairman Rod Bussell and Vice
Chair Mike Briggs of the Milikin Board
of Trustees are committed to working
with all constituencies to establish a
search committee consisting of trustees, faculty, administration, alumni and
student representatives. They will build
a well-articulated set of criterion and a
description of attributes desired in the
next president and conduct a national
search for the best candidate. All activities will be focused on selecting Millikin’s
14th president for the start of the 20112012 academic year, our 110th year as
an institution.
I have had a lifelong love of this
institution that has encompassed many
roles. I have been involved in the life of
Millikin University for the past 47 years;
at one time or another I have been a
student, loyal alumnus, trustee, dean of
the business school, volunteer fundraiser, parent of a student, and currently
president. My learning experiences here

prepared me for professional success,
taught me how to participate in democratic citizenship in a global environment, and prepared me for a personal
life of meaning and value. These tenets
are the foundation of the Millikin mission, and I have grown to understand
and internalize that mission in my role
as president.
It has been in a very real sense
a calling for me to be at Millikin after
a 32-year career in another field. My
relationships with our students, administration, faculty and staff have developed
over my last 12 years living in Decatur,
and these relationships are both deep
and sincere. Those of us called to work
in higher education are here to change
lives and build intellectual capital that
has the potential to make the world a
better place. It is both a privilege as well
as a humbling responsibility.
I am pleased with the progress
that has been made at Millikin since
my tenure as president began in July
2003. We are stronger in many ways.
We have improved our academics and
co-curricular and extracurricular activities, financial footings, physical plant
and grounds, alumni connections, and
relationships with local, state and federal
government. However, although much
has been accomplished, I know more
remains to be done in the years ahead
as we continue to deliver on the promise
of education and live the mission of Millikin. It is my hope that these past seven
years of accomplishments will be a solid
base that will allow our next president to
help Millikin continue to thrive.
Beyond that, Milikin’s next president
must be able to rely on the support
of our Millikin family to ensure that
this university can continue to provide
the access to education for incoming
generations of students. I am grateful
beyond measure for the loyalty that has
been given to this institution in the form
of volunteer and financial support during
my years at the helm of this institution.
It has been inspiring to witness firsthand
the dedication and faithful commitments
made to this institution by hundreds of
alumni, parents and friends who believe

President’s
Perspective
Douglas Zemke ’66, Millikin President

in the mission of Millikin. However, I
recognize that the needs of this university don’t stop once I walk out the door
of the president’s office. It is vital that
this same generosity continues in order
to ensure that Millikin can provide the
resources needed by our students in
the years to come. It is a life cycle that
continues from student to student, from
president to president.
For more than 100 years, our students, faculty, administrators, trustees
and alumni have been recipients of and
guardians of Founder James Millikin’s
inspiration and vision for this wonderful
university. As we thoughtfully prepare to
move into the next phase of presidential
leadership, that will not change. ●

“It has been in a very
real sense a calling for
me to be at Millikin
after a 32-year career
in another field.“

CAMPUS NEWS
Millikin among the best
For the 17th consecutive year, Millikin was
recognized by U.S. News & World Report
magazine in the 2010 edition of its annual
“America’s Best Colleges” selection guide.
U.S. News & World Report’s rankings are based on a number of factors,
including academic reputation, retention
and graduation rates, faculty resources
and SAT/ACT test scores of incoming
freshmen. The rankings released in the
latest edition were based on information
submitted by schools on various factors
from the 2006-2007, 2007-2008, and
2008-2009 academic years. ●

Former U.S. assistant surgeon
general presented Ewing lecture

Chamblin heads
honors program again
Dr. Cheryl Chamblin, professor in the
Tabor School of Business, has been
named director of the honors program.
Dr. Chamblin served previously as the program’s director from 1992 to 1998 and has
published numerous articles related to the
honors program. She began her tenure as
director on Aug. 1. ●

Former dean dies unexpectedly
David Womack, former dean of student
development at Millikin, died unexpectedly
in August. Womack served as dean from
2004 to 2008. Following his tenure at
Millikin, Womack served as dean of students and chief student affairs officer at
Centenary College in Shreveport, La.,
until his death. ●

Delta Sigs make it 10 in a row
In July, Delta Sigma Phi fraternity was
recognized as a Pyramid of Excellence
chapter, the highest honor bestowed on
an undergraduate chapter by the national
office. It marked the 10th year in a row
that the Millikin chapter has received the
award. The chapter also received three
awards for academic excellence, and five
members were honored with the Order
of the Sphinx Award: Tim Martin ’10,
Curt Hale ’10, Shane Kesler ’09, Donnie
Glowinski ’09 and Will Frankenberger ’10. ●
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The 2009 Thomas W. Ewing Lecture,
“The Future of Health in the 21st
Century” was presented on campus in
late October by Rear Admiral Susan J.
Blumenthal, M.D., M.P.A. Blumenthal
is former U.S. assistant surgeon general
and senior global health adviser in the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), where her work
for more than 20 years as a top federal
government leader focused on a broad
range of public health and science issues facing the nation and world.
An internationally recognized
medical expert, she has been named
by the New York Times, the National
Library of Medicine, and the Medical
Herald as one of the most influential
and important women in medicine.
Blumenthal has been a major force
in bringing important public health
issues including women’s health,
disease and violence prevention, global
health and mental illness to scientific
and public attention, helping to place
them at the top of our nation’s health
care agenda. She has been involved in
the national public health response to
terrorism, emergency preparedness,
and emerging disease threats including
avian flu and AIDS. She established
many international health collaborations
including a Middle East health initiative. She was a pioneer in applying information technology to improve health
and was among the first in the government to use the Internet for health

education, envisioning and establishing
several award winning health websites.
She serves as distinguished adviser
for health, science and medicine at the
Center for the Study of the Presidency
where she is leading the Center’s health
care initiative. She is also president
of the Global Health Institute, LLC.
Additionally, she is a clinical professor
of psychiatry at Georgetown and Tufts
School of Medicine. She has served as
the Elizabeth Blackwell and Bundy Visiting Professor at the Mayo Clinic, as a
visiting professor at Stanford University
in Washington, as the distinguished
visiting professor for women’s studies
at Brandeis University, and as a visiting
fellow at the Harvard University School
of Government.
From 1993-1997, Blumenthal
served as the country’s first-ever deputy
assistant secretary for women’s health
within the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. Blumenthal
also served as an adviser to the White
House on women’s health and was cochair responsible for coordination and
implementation of the National Action
Plan for Breast Cancer, a presidential
initiative that catalyzed many new programs to accelerate progress in the fight
against this disease. She convened one
of the first conferences on women and
AIDS at NIH as well as stimulated new
initiatives on HIV prevention.
The Thomas W. Ewing Lecture
was created by Millikin University and
Congressman Ewing’s colleagues in
recognition of his many years of public
service. Ewing, a 1957 Millikin graduate, retired in 2001 after serving nine
years in the U.S. House of Representatives from the 15th District of Illinois.
Ewing served 17 years in the Illinois
House of Representatives, where he was
assistant Republican leader from 19821990 and was named deputy minority
leader in 1990. Previous speakers have
included Former House Speaker J. Dennis Hastert and Peter Hoekstra, Chairman of the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence. The lectures
focus on public policy and service. ●

A bird’s eye view...

Students face tuition
funding challenge

An aerial view of campus taken in July 2009 by Millikin Trustee Dr. Stephen Huss gives an
overview of the university’s 75-acre campus.

More than 800 Millikin students have been
in a cliffhanger situation since earlier this
year, when the state of Illinois declared that
funding for the Monetary Assistance Program
(MAP) tuition grant assistance program could
be eliminated for spring 2010 semester. As a
result, about 40 percent of the Millikin student
body and their families faced the prospect of
no MAP awards.
Some good news came in late October,
when Illinois Governor Pat Quinn authorized
MAP funding for spring semester, but funding
the grants for the students and their families
is still an issue. Despite the governor’s public
declaration of support to restore MAP funding
for the students, a funding source has yet
to be identified. In total, 138,000 Illinois
students receive MAP funds to help them
attend school.
How can you help? Find the contact
information for your Illinois representatives
at www.elections.illinois.gov/DistrictLocator/
SelectSearchType.aspx?NavLink=1. If you are
not an Illinois citizen, you are encouraged to
contact Illinois representatives to state your
concerns. ●

Author and journalist to speak on campus in April
Author and former Chicago Tribune
journalist Richard C. Longworth will
be the guest speaker at Millikin’s 2010
T.W. Samuels Lecture. Longworth’s
lecture will be held Tuesday, April 13,
in Kirkland Fine Arts Center at 8 p.m.
Longworth’s career has extended
over 25 years and earned him some of
the highest awards in the nation. His
work, “Global Squeeze,” was one of
the first books published on globalization. His next book, “Caught in the
Middle: America’s Heartland in the Age
of Globalism,” discusses the effects of
globalization on the Midwest. His book
offers long-term advice on ways to
change the current state of the region if

it is to survive and prosper.
Longworth has won national
awards for economic reporting, was a
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in 1980
and 2003, has reported from over 75
countries and was a five-year mentor for
“StreetWise,” Chicago’s newspaper for
the homeless.
The annual T.W. Samuels Lecture
was developed in 1977 in honor of attorney T.W. Samuels, senior partner in
the Decatur law firm of Samuels, Miller,
Schroeder, Jackson and Sly. Past speakers have included economists, writers,
columnists and policitians, including
former Illinois Governor Jim Edgar who
spoke last spring. ●

Fall 2009 Millikin Quarterly

5

BIG BLUE SPORTS
Pierce heads cross
country program
Laura Pierce was promoted to head
coach for the Big Blue’s men’s and
women’s cross country program
following the resignation of Peter
Seal, former head coach of both
the track & field and cross country
programs. At press time, Millikin
had announced that Kelly Cox, head
coach of the track and field program
at Division I James Madison University since 2002, would take over
the track & field coaching duties,
with Pierce continuing to serve as
assistant for that program, working
primarily with distance runners.
“Laura did a great job this past
year working with our distance
runners and I think she will be an
excellent head coach for our cross
country program,” said Athletic
Director Joe Hakes.
Pierce came to Millikin in 2008
after several years as a coach,
including as a member of the track
& field staff at Champaign’s Judah
Christian High School. Prior to that,
she served two seasons as assistant
track and cross country coach at
Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania.
Pierce qualified for the NCAA
Division III cross country championships in 2001 and was a provisional qualifier for the track & field
championships in 2002. She also
was named an Academic All-America
selection for both cross country and
track during her career.
Pierce earned a bachelor’s degree from Oberlin College in 2003,
double-majoring in biochemistry and
chemistry. She completed a master’s
degree in kinesiology with a concentration in exercise physiology from
the University of Illinois in 2007. ●

Football team means business
Junior Will Roth of Naperville, Ill., was one of several Big Blue receivers off to
a good start for the 2009 season. Roth gained 156 yards in the first three games,
including 94 yards in a 30-13 victory over Albion College, to help put the team up
3-0 by mid-September. Above, Roth gains yards in a previous game against Loras.

Golf team recognized by national association
The Golf Coaches Association of
America has recognized the men’s golf
team as an outstanding academic team
for the 2008-09 academic year.
The award, in its first year, recognizes those schools whose entire squad
earns an overall GPA for the academic
year of 3.0 or higher. Millikin was one
of only 20 NCAA Division III schools
to earn this honor.
2008-09 Millikin men’s golf team
members included:
• Ian Bain of Carrollton, Ill.
• Colby Burdick of Decatur

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cory Henry of Algonquin, Ill.
Ed Kelly of Oak Brook, Ill.
Tim Leonard of Ellisville, Mo.
Sean Liston of St. Charles, Mo.
Lewis Matthias of Clinton, Ill.
Sam Osborne of Forsyth, Ill.
Zane Peterson of Morton Grove, Ill
Ryan Rocconi of North Riverside,
Ill.
Blaine Scoggins of Columbia, Ill.
Peter Skeffington of Decatur
J.B. Spillane of Mount Pleasant, Ia.
Brandon Weisenborn of
Columbia, Ill.
Kyle Wilcutt of St. Louis. ●

Cheer and dance teams do well
The Sapphires, Millikin’s dance team,
received a first-place trophy at the College
Universal Dance Association Camp at
Missouri State in July.
The Sapphires won first place in the open
division for home routine, which qualified them for the Universal
Dance Association (UDA) nationals. The team also received trophies for most
improved program and a superior evaluation ranking.
The cheerleading team also did well over the summer, earning a superior
trophy at the Universal Association Camp at Missouri State. The team also
received several blue ribbons for evaluations of their routines. ●

SHADES OF BLUE
Memorable items relating to the Big Blue

Top 10 unusual facts about animals
List courtesy of zookeeper Cara Kruse, a 2001 graduate.
Read about Cara and her job on page 23.

5.
4.
3.
2.
1.

10. You can stand on an ostrich egg without breaking it.
9. A lion can sleep up to 20 hours a day; they are the
laziest of all cat species.
8. A crocodile always grows replacement teeth. They go
through about 2,000 teeth in their lifetime!
7. An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain.
6. Hyenas are more closely related to cats than dogs.
A lion’s roar can be heard up to five miles away.
Hippos secrete “blood sweat,” which is not really blood, but a red pigment
secreted through their pores to help keep their skin clean and moist.
The dark rings around a meerkat’s eyes help reduce glare from the sun.
Male and female hyenas have the same exterior reproductive organs.
A hippo can open its mouth almost 180 degrees, and it is known to kill more
humans in Africa than any other animal.

A family legacy continues: Vickie O’Riley
Buckingham ’78, with her daughters,
Kristen, a Millikin freshman, and Kathleen,
a Millikin junior. Other family members who
attended Millikin include the girls’ aunt, Teri
O’Riley ’08, cousin Jack O’Riley ’72 and
great-uncle Max Roberts ’49. Also, cousin
Jordan Rahar is a current freshman. See
more alumni legacy photos on page 28.

BY THE NUMBERS
» 82
Percent of
MU freshmen
from Illinois

» 62
Percent of females
in the class of 2013

» 167
Number of room
occupancy light
sensors recently
installed on campus
through a grant
from the Clean Energy Foundation

You’re invited to say cheese with Mr. B.B.
Mr. B.B., short for “Mr. Big Bronze Man on Campus,” never says no to photos. The lifesized statue, eternally reading his book, “Man’s Search for Meaning,” is located just
north of Shilling Hall. So shoot away and e-mail your high resolution photos (300 dpi
or higher) to MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu or mail your actual photographs to Millikin
Quarterly magazine, 1184 West Main Street, Decatur, IL 62522. We’ll try to print at
least one in each issue, space permitting. The above photo was taken at Homecoming ’07 and shows, from left, front: Teslyn Armstrong, then 7, daughter of William
’97 and Heather Saxon ’00, and Meredith DiCamilla, then 5, daughter of Fred and
Kimberly Twa DiCamilla ‘97. The girls were laughing because Kirk Gustafson ’97 had
placed his name tag on Mr. B.B.

» 15
Number of
students from
Tunghai University
in Taiwan hosted on
campus last July

» 64
Number of new
students accepted
in the honors
program this fall

»2
Number of elephants who entered
the African camp of
a group of students
and faculty on an

immersion learning trip
this summer. During
their African visit, the
MU group visited three
schools and orphanages, dropping off
several books, toys and
other items, including
toothbrushes.

»1
Number of swimming
pools added to the
Woods Apartments at
Millikin this summer.

» 700
Number of prospective Millikin students
contacted last year by
125 alumni through the
volunteer admission
program. The alumni
volunteers encourage
admitted students to
attend MU. Want to
help this year? Call the
alumni office toll free
at 1-877-JMU-ALUM.

»4
dollars – the cost
of a small pizza
after midnight at
the Domino’s by
Millikin. ●

CAREER ADVICE

Returning to
the classroom
by Pam Folger

H

Have you always dreamed of getting a master’s degree or
making a career transition that requires additional education?
Now may be the perfect time to return to the classroom. Despite the economy, this may actually be a good time to finish a
bachelor’s degree, pursue a graduate degree, take classes to
prepare for a career transition or update your skills.
If you’ve recently become unemployed, a return to school
on a full-time basis can be a smart investment in your future.
Check with any schools you may be considering; financial aid
is available for full-time students who qualify. In the long run,
education will not only give you a sense of accomplishment,
it could result in increased career opportunities and higher
salaries. Already employed? Check with your employer to see if
your company offers a tuition reimbursement program.
Additional education can also provide you with an opportunity to obtain credentials for a career transition. Teaching
is a common career path chosen by those wanting to make a
career change. This can be a wise move when you consider
the long-term demand for teachers. According to U.S. Bureau
of Labor statistics, growth in this profession through 2016 will
create 479,000 new jobs. High demand areas include math,
science, bilingual education teachers, and working in urban or
rural school districts. If you already have a bachelor’s degree,
getting certified to teach will, on average, take four semesters
of classes depending on your bachelor’s degree. Of course,
teaching isn’t for everyone, so be sure to evaluate whether
this is the right career for you before investing your time and
money.
Still not sure returning to school is the right move for you?
According to the Bureau of Labor, the higher your education
level, the less likely you are to be unemployed. In general, the
more education you have, the larger your paychecks and overall lifetime earnings. In fact, on average, in 2008 a person with
a master’s degree made about $13,000 more in annual salary
than someone with a bachelor’s degree.
Aside from career and financial gains, other reasons for
continuing your education can include personal development,
intellectual enrichment and self-fulfillment. Education also enhances your communication skills, gives you a personal sense
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of satisfaction and increased self-confidence, and exposes you
to new ways of thinking. It can even help you live longer – research shows that those with higher levels of education tend to
lead healthier lifestyles. Returning to the classroom also allows
you to be a positive role model for your family, and it’s a great
way to network with other adult learners, which can often lead
to other career opportunities.
Studies show that obtaining a master’s degree improves
work performance, even if the degree isn’t directly related to
your work. So, simply taking classes for personal growth could
impact your career in a positive way.
Adult education has steadily increased over the past three
decades, as have the number and types of educational options.
Some offerings to consider include accelerated programs,
online or weekend programs. Most are designed to fit a working professional’s hectic schedule. Start with a few classes to
evaluate your interest before you commit to a degree program.
If you make the choice to pursue your degree, be sure to
fully investigate your options. If you are returning to school
specifically to advance your career, pay particular attention to
the credibility of the program with employers. Ask the school
about outcomes – where do their graduates work? How did the
degree help them to advance professionally? Any school should
be able to provide you with this information.
Remember, education increases the number of doors open
to you and helps you successfully navigate and compete in an
increasingly complex work world. It is a wonderful investment
in your future and one of the best ways to ensure long term
job stability. ●

Pam Folger, director of Millikin’s
Career Center, has more than 22 years
experience in career and employment
services, more than 10 of them
at Millikin. Folger will be the moderator
at “Landing Your Next Job in a Tough
Economy,” a Nov. 19 workshop and
networking opportunity for Chicago-area
alumni (see page 31 for details).

JUST THE BEGINNING
A glimpse at Millikin’s past

B

By late 1931, both Decatur and Millikin
were feeling the effects of the Great
Depression. Enrollment numbers, which
had been steady at around 1,400 students in the late 1920s, dropped to only
878 students in 1933. The university
budget was slashed and the annual salary of university president Jesse White
was cut by more than half, from $8,500
to $4,000.
The student-run newspaper, The
Decaturian, was then subscriptionbased, and the hard times resulted in
both a drastic decrease in subscribers
and advertisers. By late 1931, the paper
could no longer afford to operate, and
the December issue was the last one
produced during the 1931-32 academic
year. However, the Dec returned in
fall 1932 due to financial support from
the university and never again halted
publication.
Vespers, a holiday concert that is one
of Millikin’s most famous annual traditions, was also affected by the financial crisis. At that time, the event was
produced and funded entirely by the
Millikin faculty as a gift to the students.
However, as budget constraints began to
reduce the number of faculty and staff,
the faculty voted in November 1932 to
discontinue the concert. This made the
11th Vespers performance in 1931 the

final performance produced and funded
by faculty. The Vespers tradition was
renewed again in 1959, but the program
was changed dramatically.
Even as disheartening cutbacks were
occurring in late 1931, not all news was
gloomy. In November 1931, Millikin
celebrated the dedication of its first new
building in over a decade, the Orville B.
Gorin Library (today’s Gorin Hall). The
library was built for $150,000, and the
university incurred no debt in building
it, thanks to a generous donation from
the estate of James Millikin.
Millikin survived the Great
Depression’s ups and downs.
Enrollment numbers gradually increased, and by 1940
more than 1,400 students were
enrolled in the university. ●

A bright spot during the
Depression was the opening of
Gorin Hall. At left, students of
that time use its second floor
fireplace room. The room now
houses Birks Museum.

Surviving the
Depression
by Amanda Pippitt and Todd
Rudat, University Archivists
Top: Gorin Hall during construction
before it opened in late 1931.
Money kept getting tighter at
Millikin in the 1930s:
Annual Millikin budget for
the 1930-31 year: $236,000
Annual Millikin budget
for 1931-32: $208,000
Annual Millikin budget for
1935-36: $174,000, with a
predicted deficit of $7,000
Number of times MU President
Jesse White recommended that
employee salaries be cut by 20
percent in the early 1930s: Twice
Amount Millikin employees
made in 1932: Between $2,000 and
$3,900 annually (roughly $31,000$61,000 in today’s dollars)
Fall 2009 Millikin Quarterly
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WITH YOUR SUPPORT
Information about giving to Millikin

Awards recognize mentors
More than 75 awards are given
each year at the April Honors Convocation ceremony, a Millikin tradition honoring outstanding students
and faculty. Many of the awards
and prizes given were established
over the past 100 years as a way
to remember the students, faculty,
staff and friends who have left a
lasting impression on the university,
including administrator Jan Devore:
The Dr. Jan Devore Award for
Excellence in Contributions
to Campus Life for the student
judged to have had the most
significant impact on facilitating
the intellectual and/or character
development of their classmates
and thereby enhancing student
life was presented to May graduate Alex Berry of Redmon, Ill.,
at the 2009 Honors Convocation
ceremony. Berry the first recipient
of the award, served as president
of Student Senate and was named
student employee of the year during his senior year.
Former Dean of
Students and
Alumni Relations
Director Dr. Jan
Devore joined
the Millikin staff
in 1978 as hall
director and has
served both the student life and
alumni & development areas. The
award in her honor was established
by Ed ’95 and Jennifer ’93 Stubblefield Lobenhofer, who said, “She
embodies the philosophy of fostering and developing every student
so that all are enabled to achieve
their fullest potential. Through her,
we quickly learned that some of the
most important education at college
occurs outside the classroom.” ●
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In remembrance of a gentle man

T

They were students together, and today a bench
sits on campus in memory
of the late Jim Williams, the
husband Emmy Buchmann
Williams met more than 60
years ago. After Jim died
in January 2008, Emmy
and her family designated
memorial gifts made in Jim’s
memory to purchase a bench
for the entrance of Kirkland
Fine Arts Center.
Jim and Emmy graduated from Millikin in 1948.
Emmy earned a bachelor’s
degree in English, and Jim
earned a bachelor’s degree in
business. While at Millikin,
Jim was a four-sport letterman in football, basketball,
Emmy Williams ’48 with the campus bench that
baseball and track & field
honors her late husband, Jim, also ’48. Inscribed on
and was a member of Delta
the bench is: “Honoring Jim Williams, A Gentle Man
Sigma Phi fraternity. Jim
Who Loved His Family, His Friends, His Country
often said he made the last
and His University.” A memorial garden is also
touchdown for the Big Blue
planned for the main entrance of Gorin Hall where
football team before they
Emmy worked for 25 cents an hour as a student
were disbanded due to World when it was known as Gorin Library.
War II and returned to make
ways. A charter member of the Millikin
the first touchdown for the first football
Associates, he was a past president of
game after the war.
the Alumni Association board of direcAfter graduating from Millikin,
tors, a class agent and reunion chair for
Jim and Emmy married and had three
many years and was co-chair of the anchildren. Jim built a more than 30-year
nual phonathon. He also was a member
career with Provident Mutual Life
of the Quarterback club and served as
Insurance Co., holding positions in sales
alumni adviser to Delta Sigma Phi.
and management, including Illinois
In 1989, Jim was recipient of an
district manager. Both continued to
alumni
merit-loyalty award for his
be advocates and financial supporters
service,
loyalty and dedication to the
of Millikin through the years, and Jim
university.
● by Lindsey Compton ’12
served his university in a number of

Giving to Millikin sets record
Giving to the Millikin Fund set a new annual fund record for the year that ended June
30, with the university exceeding the $2.2 million goal by 15 percent.
“This achievement is all the more remarkable when one considers the state of
the U.S. economy and news from other institutions that 2008-09 was a tough year for
fundraising,” says Director of Development Dave Brandon.
Brandon also notes that Millikin continues to be a role model for low-cost fundraising. “The cost spent by Millikin to raise a dollar was just over a nickel,” he says.
Nationally, the average cost per dollar raised in fundraising by charitable institutions
is about 25 cents. “This means more of every dollar goes right where it is needed
most – to help students,” Brandon says. ●
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HOMECOMING 2009

JUST ONE U, JUST ONE BLUE

Fourteen alumni recognized at Homecoming 2009
Alumnus of the Year
Lyn Gallion Houston ’59

Lyn Gallion Houston ’59 is the 2009 Alumnus of the
Year. She has demonstrated a long and faithful commitment to her alma mater for many years through
both her service and her financial support.
Houston served from 1998 to 2007 on Millikin’s
board of trustees, where she was vice chair of the
facilities committee. Now a trustee emeritus, she is a
member of the Millikin Investors Society, an honorary
organization for individuals who have made a planned
gift or estate commitment to benefit the university. She
has been a generous supporter of the Millikin Fund
and the “Advancing the Vision: Millikin’s Second
Century” capital campaign, including endowing a classroom on the first floor of
ADM-Scovill Hall in memory of her late husband, Robert Houston ’52, as well
as endowing a scholarship in his memory. Houston has hosted several receptions,
dinners and gatherings for Millikin alumni and friends at her Boca Raton home.
With a family tradition that extends through four generations, it’s apparent
that Houston and her family have established strong ties with the university. Her
Millikin connection began with her father, Bernard Gallion ’28. Other alumni
family members include her late husband, Robert (Houston); her son, Mikel
Briggs ’79, who joined the Millikin board of trustees in 2006 and now serves as
the board’s vice-chairman; grandson Matthew Briggs ’04 and his wife, Cathy
Martin Briggs ’05; and granddaughter Lindsay Briggs Slusher ’06 and her husband, Matt Slusher ’06. As a Millikin student, Houston studied home economics
and pledged Delta Delta Delta sorority.
Houston retired as trustee of Office Electronics Inc., a company founded by
her late husband in the 1950s. She served on its board until the company was sold
in 2000. Her major in home economics led to a successful eight-year career as a
bridal consultant and also prepared her for her current challenge of managing the
family farmland and investments. She is an active community member, having
served as president of the FB chapter of P.E.O., president of Royal Palm Yacht
and County Club Women’s Club, ordained elder of First Presbyterian Church and
as a YMCA facilities committee member. Houston is interested in several philanthropic organizations and has been a YMCA board member since 2003. She was
named citizen of the year in 1993 by the Woman’s Club in Prospect Heights, Ill.
Houston married Frank Humphreys in 2006. They enjoy traveling and split
their time between homes in
Boca Raton, Fla., and Mount
Prospect, Ill.

Three out of four generations:
Lyn Gallion Houston ’59,
Alumnus of the Year, with her
son, Mikel Brigg ’79
and grandson, Matthew
Briggs ’04. Lyn’s father,
Bernard Gallion, was a
member of the class of 1928.
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To read complete biographies
on this year’s award recipients and Athletic Hall of Fame
inductees and to see photos
from the weekend, visit www.
millikin.edu/homecoming.
Class reunion photos will be
published in the next issue of
Millikin Quarterly.

Alumni Awards
Jack Allen
Loyalty Award
Jack C. Allen ’49
of Decatur received
an Alumni Loyalty
Award in recognition of his faithful
service to the
university. Allen is
dean emeritus of
Millikin’s admission department.
He worked in
admission for 25
years, serving as dean of admission and records for 15 of those years, retiring in 1987.
Allen held several higher education
posts, including president of the National
Association of College Admission Counseling and the Illinois Association for College
Admission Counseling.
He served on the Millikin alumni board
of directors at Millikin and has been an
active university volunteer for many years,
serving on numerous committees, including
the university centennial planning committee and has also been a regular phonathon
volunteer.
Allen earned a master’s degree from
Columbia University and has completed additional post-graduate work at the University
of Illinois. In 2001, he was inducted into
the Millikin Athletic Hall of Fame and was
recognized as a member of the Millikin
Medallion Society, which recognized 200
individuals who had the most impact on the
university during its first 100 years.
Allen and his late wife, Martha, have
three grown children who attended Millikin,
Jeffrey, Rebecca and Kelly Allen-Smith ’89.

Joan Rothfuss
Alumni Loyalty Award
Joan Rothfuss ’70
of Springfield,
Ill., received an
Alumni Loyalty
Award in recognition of her faithful
service to Millikin
and outstanding community
service.
A steadfast
supporter of the
Millikin Fund, Rothfuss is a member of the
Millikin Investors Society and a consistent
supporter of Millikin fine arts, including
providing support for the renovation of a
new theater space. She gave generously in
the “Advancing the Vision: Millikin’s Second Century” capital campaign, including
endowing an annual scholarship — the Joan
Rothfuss scholarship — for deserving music
students.
Rothfuss, a retired school librarian and
teacher, is highly involved in community
activities and is Illinois state chairman of the
program for continuing education for P.E.O.
and has held numerous offices within her
local chapter, including serving previously
as president.
She also is a member of several vocal
groups that have toured internationally and
currently sings in the Springfield Choral
Society.
Rothfuss received her master’s degree
from Eastern Illinois University in library
science. In 1976, she began her career in
Chester, Ill., as a high school librarian, and
retired in 1995 as an instructor and librarian
at Robert Morris College in Springfield, Ill.
Currently, she co-owns and operates a farm
that grows organic produce.
A dog enthusiast, Rothfuss has adopted
many dogs and presently has three rescue
collies that will be trained as therapy dogs.
Her mother, Cecile Rothfuss, was a
Millikin friend and benefactor, and Rothfuss
has several relatives who attended Millikin:
her late uncle, David Jack ’49 and his wife,
Joan Purdue Jack’48; her late aunt, Charlotte Jack Rowe ’66, and Charlotte’s late
husband, Robert Rowe ’32; and her cousins,
Nelson Rowe ’66 and Rob Rowe ’81.

Joe Killpatrick
Merit-Loyalty Award
Joseph E. “Joe”
Killpatrick ’55
of Minneapolis
received the
Merit-Loyalty
Award for his
loyalty to Millikin
and outstanding
work in the field
of engineering.
Killpatrick
is known as the
“father of the ring
laser gyroscope,” a title given to him by
Honeywell International, where he worked
as a research engineer and scientist for 44
years, beginning in 1955. Throughout his
career, Killpatrick was awarded 44 patents,
including many patents for the ring laser
gyroscope, before his retirement in 1999.
The laser gyroscope is now in nearly every
aircraft to help pilots control and navigate
the airplane. In 2008, the Phoenix Mars
Lander successfully landed on the surface
of Mars with the help of an instrument that
utilizes three ring laser gyroscopes.
Killpatrick has received numerous
awards, including the Elmer E. Sperry
Award.
In 1951, Killpatrick finished his engineering degree at the University of Illinois.
During his two years at Millikin, he met
his wife, Carole Getz Killpatrick ’55. They
married in 1955 and have three children:
Elizabeth, Phil and Steve, a 1983 Millikin
graduate.
Killpatrick returned to campus in 2008
to present during the College of Arts and
Science’s Celebration of Scholarship. Additionally, he and his wife have been faithful
donors to the university, including a gift to
support Leighty-Tabor Science Center. They
also have hosted alumni luncheons.
Killpatrick is an active community
volunteer as well. Among his comitments,
he has served as chairman of Minnesota
Swimming, United States Swimming (USS)
swimming age group national rules committee and the USS national committee on
automatic timing.
Other alumni relatives include his
brothers, Allen Killpatrick ’64 and Don
Killpatrick ’56.

Mark Matlock
Merit Award
Mark Matlock
’77 of Decatur
received a Merit
Award for his
outstanding work
in the field of
chemistry.
Matlock is
senior vice president for research
at Archer Daniels
Midland Co.
(ADM). He began
his career at ADM in 1980 as an analytical
chemist and held several other positions
before being named senior vice president of
research in 2000.
Matlock managed research efforts at
ADM that led to the introduction of healthier
trans-fat free oils in margarines and shortenings and is a recognized leader in the field
of lipid chemistry. In 2005, he led one of the
research and development groups at ADM
that won two Presidential Green Chemistry
Challenge Awards from the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), one for the development of a process to create trans-fat free
oil without also creating pollutant byproducts and another for Archer RC, an innovation that reduces volatile organic compounds
emissions from latex paint, improving air
quality. He also was one of the creators of an
oil stability instrument, a measurement tool
that standardized the oil stability index and
was a major contribution to the vegetable oil
industry. He holds a patent on this instrument, as well as six other U.S. patents that
he has either authored or coauthored.
He is a member of the American Oil
Chemists Society and served as its 2003-04
president. In 2007, he was honored as an
American Oil Chemists Society fellow.
He has presented at his alma mater
and delivered the 2004 American Chemical
Society Alumni lecture. He is a consistent
supporter of the Millikin Fund, and helped
support construction of Leighty-Tabor Science Center.
Matlock completed a master’s degree
in polymer chemistry from the University of
Akron. He and his wife, Kathy, have three
grown children: sons Daniel and Christopher; and daughter Angie, a 1999 elementary
education graduate.

The alumni award honorees included a respected dean emeritus of admission,
a enthusiastic community volunteer and supporter of fine arts, three
ground-breaking scientists and a dedicated nurse practitioner.
Fall 2009 Millikin Quarterly
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Nicole Tester
Young Alumnus Award
Nicole Tester ’99
of Newberry, Fla.,
is recipient of the
Young Alumnus
Award for her
outstanding work
in the field of science.
Tester is a research health scientist in the Brain
Rehabilitation
Research Center at
the Malcom Randall Veterans Affairs Medical Center. She is also a postdoctoral fellow
in the department of physical therapy at the
University of Florida (UF). Tester’s research
focuses on ways to enhance recovery of
locomotor function after spinal cord injury.
Tester completed a predoctoral fellowship at UF’s College of Medicine. In 2006,
she completed her doctorate in neuroscience, but she remained at the university to
finish her research as a Christopher Reeve
Foundation postdoctoral fellow. She also
has received a career development award
from the Department of Veterans Affairs to
establish her independent line of spinal cord
injury research. She has received numerous
awards and honors, including a National
Trauma Society travel grant supported by
the National Institutes of Health in 2003.
Her research has been published in numerous scholarly journals, and she is a frequent
presenter at various institutions.
Tester has served as class fundraising
agent for the class of 1999 and also as a
Millikin Admission Support Team (MAST)
volunteer since its inception in 2008. She is
an annual Millikin Fund donor and supported the construction of Leighty-Tabor
Science Center.
Other alumni relatives include her
mother, Barbara Traxler-Tester ’70; her aunt,
Roberta Traxler-Schlacter ’65; and her late
uncle, Donald Schlacter ’66.
Julie Kyle Maley
’94 of Decatur
received the
School of Nursing’s Alumna of the
Year award during
homecoming festivities.
Maley has
been a nurse
practitioner for
Raycraft and Jones
Orthopaedics LLC since 2003, where she
also serves as first assistant in the operating

14

Fall 2009 Millikin Quarterly

room for total knee and hip replacement
procedures and fracture care.
In 1994, she began her nursing career
as a medical-surgical staff nurse at Decatur
Memorial Hospital (DMH), where she later
worked as a home health care staff nurse,
an employee health nurse practitioner and
corporate healthcare practitioner at the
DMH/Archer Daniels Midland Co. Medical Facility. Maley has also worked as a
nurse practitioner for Planned Parenthood of
Decatur.
Maley earned her master’s degree in
nursing in the family nurse practitioner
track from Mennonite College of Nursing at
Illinois State University. While completing
her master’s degree, she held several clinical internships in a variety of specialities,
including family practice, internal medicine,
pediatrics and obstetrics and gynecology.
Maley is also a certified nurse practitioner
and certified as a family nurse practitioner
by the American Nurses Credentialing
Center. She is a member of Sigma Theta
Tau honor society and Illinois Society for
Advanced Practice Nursing.
She and her husband, Derek Maley ’94,
a nurse recruiter in the personnel department at St. John’s Hospital in Springfield,
Ill., have two daughters: Courtney, 8, and
Caitlyn, 6.

Athletic Hall of Fame
Andy Beals ’04 of
Decatur was inducted
into the Athletic Hall of
Fame. Beals is Millikin’s all-time leading
scorer and the most
decorated kicker in Big
Blue history.
A four-year Millikin letter winner, Beals
set seven Big Blue
records, including career points with 277.
During his last season as a player, he was
nationally ranked by the NCAA for average
field goals per game (1.2).
Beals was named a first-team Academic
All-America selection by the College Sports
Information Directors of America in 2002
and 2003. He was chosen as a third team
Hewlett-Packard All -merican place kicker
in 2002 and was named a third team AllAmerican by the National Weekly Football
Gazette in 2003.
Beals also played MU baseball for
three years and helped coach MU’s kickers
and punters for two years after graduation.
Beals returned to Millikin in 2007
to complete a master’s degree in business
administration.
He is a learning manager at Caterpillar

Inc. after previously serving as supply chain
general foreman and supervisor and operations supervisor.
Servera (Gilbert) Drumgole ’99 of Dolton,
Ill., was inducted into
the Athletic Hall of
Fame for his excellence in track and
field and football.
In track and
field, Drumgole was
a five-time All-American and a three-time
CCIW champion in
the shot put. He still
holds the Millikin record in both the indoor
shot put (16.93 meters) and outdoor shot put
(17.30 meters). When he graduated, he held
the CCIW outdoor record in shot put.
Drumgole was a four-year letterwinner
in football and a member of the 1998 NCAA
playoff team.
Drumgole has played for the Macon
County Fighting Eagles and the Decatur
Bears. He also was a defensive lineman for
the Force of Illinois, a former semi-pro team
in the now inactive Mid-States Football
League, where he was named to the allleague first team defense.
Drumgole now works in voice over
Internet Protocol (IP) services at AT&T.
Marianne Larimer
’80 of Effingham, Ill.,
was inducted into the
Athletic Hall of Fame
for her excellence in
basketball, volleyball
and coaching.
Larimer began
her teaching and
coaching career 29
years ago at Bement
High School, followed by a brief stint at
Arcola High School in 1984. In 1986,
she taught, coached and served as athletic
director for several years at Casey-Westfield
High School. Her overall win-loss record at
Casey-Westfield was 407-108.
Since 2002, she has taught, administered and coached volleyball at St. Anthony
High School in Effingham, Ill., where her
teams held a 25-7 record in 2004-05 and a
31-4 record in 2005-06. Most recently, her
2007-08 team advanced to the regional tournament with a 30-6 record. In 2006, she was
named principal at St. Anthony, where she is
also committee chair of the Academic Hall
of Fame. She has won four volleyball area
coach of the year awards from the Decatur
Herald & Review, one in 1988, 1999, 2004
and 2005.

As a Millikin student, Larimer excelled
in basketball and volleyball. She still holds
two records for most field goals in a game
with 22, set in February 1980 against MacMurray College. Her Big Blue record for
points in a game (45 in 1980) lasted for 26
years until it was broken by Lindsay Ippel
’08. In 1980, Larimer was named third team
Academic All-America. Larimer was also
co-captain of the women’s volleyball team
her junior and senior years and was named
MVP her senior year. She also participated
in tennis and track.
Larimer earned a master’s degree from
Eastern Illinois University. She is a member
of St. Anthony of Padue Parish and involved
in professional organizations.
Other alumni relatives include her
sister, Teresa Larimer ’76; her late uncle,
James Pechar ’32; and her late aunt, Virginia
Larimer Pechar ’32.
Deon Packer ’02 of
Chicago was inducted
into the Athletic Hall of
Fame for his excellence
in football.
Packer holds Millikin’s career record for
touchdowns with 44 and
is second in career-best
rushing with 3,379 yards
for Millikin and third
in season-best rushing with 1,124 yards in
2000, which helped the Big Blue advance to
the NCAA tournament. He was named to the
All-CCIW first team as a running back for
his junior and senior years and to the second
team as a sophomore.
In 2003, Packer began working for
Connections for the Homeless in Evanston,
Ill., as a case manager and was promoted in
2005 to supervisor of adult shelter services.
He is now a case manager for the Single
Room Housing Assistance Corp. in Chicago,
which provides permanent, safe supportive
housing for low income, disabled and homeless individuals.
Kurt Taute ’95 of
Chicago was inducted
into the Athletic Hall
of Fame as one of the
Big Blue’s all-time
best soccer players and
for his excellence in
baseball.
Taute excelled in
soccer at Millikin, and
still holds seven Big
Blue records, including career goals with 41
and season goals with 15 in 1992. He was
named All-CCIW first team his freshman,

sophomore and senior years.
Taute also lettered in baseball during
his four years at Millikin and was named
All-CCIW first team his senior year and
second team his sophomore year.
Taute earned a master’s degree in
curriculum and instruction from NationalLouis University. Since 1996, he has taught
math at Argo High School in Summit, Ill.,
where he has served as assistant soccer and
baseball coach and head basketball coach. In
2005, Taute was a District 7 representative,
Class AA, to the Illinois Basketball Coaches
Association All-State Board, which selects
All-State teams.
Since graduating, Taute has been a
Millikin career connection volunteer and has
encouraged several of his students to choose
Millikin for their college.
Taute is married to Michelle Adams
’94, a sales manager at CDW in Chicago.
They have two daughters: Abigail, 6, and
Ada, 4.
Laura Tolone ’95
of Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic, was inducted
into the Athletic
Hall of Fame for her
outstanding performance as a softball
and volleyball
player.
Tolone was
a catcher and outfielder for the Big Blue
softball team and still holds three school
records, including highest career batting average with .409. In 1995, she was named to
the GTE Academic All-America first team.
She earned CCIW All-Conference honors
three times, and also was named Academic
District All-American, CCIW Player of the
Year and CCIW Best Glove.
In volleyball, Tolone twice received the
Heart and Soul award among other honors
and was a member of MU’s first conference
championship team.
While at Millikin and after graduation, Tolone played softball in the American
Softball Association (ASA) Major Women’s
Fastpitch league, playing in the ASA national tournament five times.
After graduating, she taught kindergarten and first grade in Illinois for seven
years and coached at the junior high and
high school level. She also served as library
media specialist for Frankfort School District in Frankfort, Ill., and earned a master’s
degree in library and information science
from Dominican University in River Forest,
Ill. In 2004, Tolone moved to the Dominican Republic to serve as elementary school

librarian at Carol Morgan School in Santo
Domingo. She subsequently served as the
school’s library director before being named
to her current position as assistant principal.
Tolone also has served as a lecturer
for Loyola University, as an adjunct faculty
member for the University of St. Francis in
Joliet, Ill., as a consultant at the Tri-Association International Educator’s conferences in
Columbia and Costa Rica, and as a consultant for Ross University preparatory school
on the island of St. Kitts in 2007.
She has several Millikin alumni relatives, including her uncle, Tom Tolone ’74;
her brothers, William Tolone ’89 and Robert
Tolone ’99; and her sister-in-law, Ellen Tanis
Tolone ’89.
Ed Walker ’85 of
Mt. Zion, Ill., was
inducted into the
Athletic Hall of Fame
for his outstanding
performance on the
football and track and
field teams.
As a junior
quarterback for the
football team, Walker
finished fifth in the nation in passing efficiency, completing 59.3 percent of his
passes and he helped lead the 1983 team to
finish 13th in the nation in scoring. He tied
for most touchdown passes in a game (5).
During his senior year, the team finished 8-1
and was ranked 15th in the division. Additionally, he is ranked No. 7 on Millikin’s
all-time passing list with 3,031 yards.
As a member of the track and field
team, Walker placed seventh in the CCIW
in pole vault during his junior year. He followed up in his senior year with two top 10
CCIW rankings, placing sixth in pole vault
and fifth in the decathlon.
After graduating from Millikin, Walker
completed a master’s degree in computer
art and design from Rochester Institute of
Technology. He currently serves as associate
professor of art and chair of Millikin’s art
department. He is also director of Millikin’s
Birks Museum, co-adviser to the university’s
student-run publishing company, Bronze
Man Books, and was instrumental in
opening Blue Connection, a student-run art
gallery in downtown Decatur.
He owns Walker Design and is an
accredited appraiser of fine art and 20th
century decorative art through the International Society of Appraisers. He and his
wife, Michelle Horton Walker ’87, have a
son, Adam, 6.
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Millikin cheerleaders pose in front of the construction of Griswold Physical Education Center,
circa 1970, along with a very happy bulldozer operator.

Blast from the Past
Take a look back at the construction of some campus
buildings during their earliest days at Millikin.
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Being
the change
This 1994 singer and songwriter uses his musical passion as a catalyst for social awareness.

J

Joe Jencks ’94 deliberately uses his musical talents to affect
change, not just entertain.
His folk and social conscience music has earned him
several songwriting awards and brought him to the top of
the folk music charts, but it’s his passion for live performance
and the opportunity to touch others through his music that is a
driving force.
“It’s a privilege to stand on stage and sing about steelworkers or migrant laborers or fishermen and somehow help
people transcend their individual experiences and highlight
some piece of the human experience,” Jencks says. “I want the
stories of real people to open hearts.”
In November, he will stand on the stage at Carnegie Hall,
where he will perform for thousands of New York elementary
schoolchildren.
It’s a performance that emerged from a songwriting
workshop he led at a Washington state high school a few years
ago, where he worked with children of migrant laborers who
worked in the area’s orchards. Some of the students had been
in the U.S. only a few weeks and were invited to participate
in hopes of helping develop their language skills. They wrote
lyrics describing their mixed feelings about being in a new
country: looking for better opportunities, but longing for those
they had left behind.
“They portrayed so simply and so starkly what their feelings and emotions were,” says Jencks. “It was such a simple
and beautiful set of words that they gave me.”
Jencks set their bilingual words to music and the resulting
song, “Adonde Pertenezco (Where Do I Belong?),” appeared
on his 2007 CD, “The Candle and the Flame.” Not long afterward, the program director at Carnegie Hall heard the song
and told Jencks, “This is the experience of every New York
City public school kid. They all should hear it.”

And through an educational arm of Carnegie, The Weill
Music Institute, many of them will. Jencks, a Chinese opera
singer and a Latin jazz quartet from Cuba were the only acts
invited to participate in the Institute’s “Musical Explorers”
program. Performing two shows a day for five days, the artists
will share their music with thousands of children.
“The Weill Music Institute serves schools that have inadequate or no music programs,” Jencks explains. “They take
music from artists like myself, assemble a curriculum that
goes out to those schools and then bring the kids in to experience the music they’ve been studying. ‘Adonde Pertenezco’
was chosen as one of the primary curriculum pieces.
“It’s a tremendous honor to be asked to perform there and
share my music in that environment,” he says. “To play for
that many young people over the course of a week and share
with them the magic of this music – I just can’t imagine a better audience.”
Jencks is clearly a good judge of audiences, since he has
criss-crossed the country to perform in all types of venues
since releasing his first CD in 1995. His seventh CD, “Links
in a Chain,” features six original compositions, as well as
six songs written by mentors and artists who influenced him
musically, including the Bob Gibson song, “Let the Band
Play Dixie.” The song tells of an incident said to have occurred at the end of the Civil War when a group gathered at
the White House asked President Lincoln if the South would
continued next page

“The key to the future is people joining in. The
music of Joe Jencks captures this essential spirit.
Joe is a fantastic singer who carries on the traditions.” - Pete Seeger
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Being the change
continued from previous page
be punished. Lincoln answered by
asking the White House band to
strike up “Dixie” as a gesture of
reconciliation and unity.
“Lincoln’s first instinct was to
honor the dignity of his fellow countrymen rather than seek reprisals,”
says Jencks. “That seems especially
poignant to me in the current political climate with so much divisiveness. It’s important to me to put
music out there that expresses this
kind of dignity and graciousness.”
Another song on Jencks’ CD,
“Bracero,” written by Phil Ochs, describes the struggles and injustices
in the migrant labor community,
a frequent subject of Jencks’ own
compositions.
“In the songs I write and collect
from other writers, I want to focus
on stories that highlight and illuminate our humanity … our common
ground,” Jencks says. “While I was
a student at Millikin, I realized that
this is what music does best – it creates an opportunity for people to see
their own story in another person’s
experience, even if they’re very different.”
Jencks fondly remembers many
professors at Millikin who guided
and influenced him as he found
his own path in the music world,
including Steve Widenhofer, David
Burdick, Steve Fiol, Brad Holmes
and Elizabeth Barnabee. “The older
I get, the more grateful I am for the
education I received at Millikin,”
says Jencks. “It’s allowed me to
open so many doors I could never
have opened otherwise.”
And those doors now include the
ones at Carnegie Hall. ●
by Margaret Friend
For more information about Joe
Jencks and his music, visit his
website at joejencks.com.
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Are you on our e-mailing list?

K

eep up on the latest Millikin news with Out of the Blue, the
monthly online alumni and friends newsletter! Send your e-mail
address to alumnews@millikin.edu and start getting monthly newsletters that include upcoming alumni events in addition to news about
MU - sent directly to you! And don’t forget to let us know if your e-mail
address changes.

Can’t wait for the next issue? View current and past issues at
www.millikin.edu/alumni/outoftheblue.
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Blast from the Past

Do you have photos from your days as a Millikin student? Send them
our way. We’re looking for photos to use as the Blast From the Past
feature, found at the beginning of the Class Notes section (see page
16). Send your snapshots to Millikin Quarterly, 1184 W. Main St.,
Decatur, IL 62522 or e-mail digital photos* to MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu.Please identify alumni in the photo, including class years and
maiden names (if applicable).
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Moving to
their own beat
Lorin Lemme ’94 performs with the band 1000 Generations.

Two Millikin percussion alums are drumming up success
among the rhythms of today’s popular music.
As Millikin students, Lorin Lemme ’94 and Garret Hammond ’92 shared a passion for playing and producing rock and
roll. Since graduating, both have found success in the competitive field of professional music.

L

Lorin Lemme, a native of Lafayette, Ind., and a graduate of
Millikin’s music business program, left campus dreaming of
a career in the music industry. After college, he spent a few
years balancing odd jobs while polishing his craft.
Although Lemme faced the usual challenges of becoming a professional musician, he found his calling in Christian
rock. His band, 1000 Generations, recently completed a new
national release, “Turn Off The Lesser Lights” in Los Angeles, where they mixed tracks with David Bianco, who has
produced albums for Bob Dylan, Tom Petty, and AC/DC. In
addition, the group tours extensively, playing shows at various
festivals, college campuses and churches.
Prior to signing with their record label, Varietal, the band
received rave reviews for their independently released debut
album. Worship Leader Magazine called it “the best new worship album of the year.” Christian Music Today named them
one of “ten independent artists you should know about.” The
band was awarded two Gospel Music Association Awards,
including the “Grand Prize Song of the Year” for their efforts.
Lemme considers that his solid career foundation began at
Millikin, saying, “As a music business major, [my] professors
taught me the ins and outs of the music business, providing
me with the skills that have directly impacted my success as a
professional musician today.”
Lemme encourages aspiring musicians to stay grounded
and pay attention in class: “Memorize your Introduction to the
Music Business textbook because playing music will sometimes amount to about two percent of your daily routine.” For
more information, visit www.1000generations.com.

Two ’90s alums drum up success
after their student days at Millikin.

G

Garret Hammond’s foray into the music business was somewhat different. Upon graduating from Millikin’s commercial
music program in 1992, Hammond was accepted into the
jazz studies program at the University of North Texas. However, before he could complete the coursework for his
master’s degree, the music business came calling. Before he
knew it, he was on the road touring with the likes of David
Bowie and Nine Inch Nails as part of their opening acts. Since
that time, he has toured and/or recorded with several wellknown groups, including Kill Hannah, Plain White T’s and
Black Tide.
As a touring performer, he has appeared on “The Carson
Daly Show,” various MTV shows, and Fuse TV. He also either
played with or opened for Jane’s Addiction, 311, Switchfoot,
HIM, The Sounds and IMA Robot. For Kill Hannah’s version
of the David Bowie classic “Under Pressure,” a song featured
in the Disney movie, “The Invisible,” Hammond performed,
recorded, mixed and co-produced. He also performed on the
theme song for Disney’s “Underdog” movie.
After recording Kill Hannah’s second release for Atlantic
Records, Hammond gave up the rock star lifestyle to return to
his hometown of Chicago to open his own recording studio.
However, his industry connections, particularly those with
Grammy-nominated producer, Johnny K, have allowed him to
continue recording as a session drummer.
Hammond credits his alma mater with instilling the mindset
that has helped him find professional success.
continued on page 30

Before he knew it, he was on the road
touring with the likes of David Bowie and
Nine Inch Nails as part of their opening acts.
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That’s news to us!
Tying the knot? Expecting the pitter patter of tiny feet? We’d love to help
share your news in the Quarterly! While we can’t print news about
anticipated weddings or babies, let us know when your plans become a
reality and we will announce it to your classmates by filling out the
What’s Happening form in this issue or submit your news online at
www.millikin.edu/alumni/classnotes.
Don’t forget to send your wedding photos to MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu.

What’s happening?
What’s new? Here’s your chance to let your Millikin friends know what you’ve
been doing lately. Have you moved? Been promoted? Have you become a parent
or spouse? Share your news now and watch for it in an upcoming issue of Millikin
Quarterly. Don’t forget to let us know your current address and please include a
recent photograph of yourself if possible (we’ll print the photograph with your
news item if space permits). Please print.
Name

Here’s my news (please attach
separate sheet if necessary):

Class year

Maiden name (if applicable)
Spouse’s name

Class year
(if applicable)

Your home address

City

State

Zip

Your home phone

Your place of employment and job title

Mail form to : Alumni Relations
Office, Millikin University,
1184 West Main St., Decatur, IL
62522-2084. Or fax this page to
217-424-3755.

Spouse’s place of employment and job title

Need to update your contact info?
Visit www.millikin.edu/alumni/millilink-xp.

Your cell phone

Your work phone
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From musicals
to mysteries:
And that’s the
way she rolls

L

Like a good mystery novel, the career path of Joelle Charbonneau ’96 is filled with interesting twists and turns, a few
serendipitous moments and a high-speed climax that promises
more excitement to follow. Here’s the abridged version:
After graduating from Millikin with a degree in vocal
performance, Charbonneau earned a master’s degree in opera
performance from DePaul University. For the next few years,
she kept busy singing and dancing her way through Chicago
area musicals, operas and operettas. She also taught acting at
a local college and gave private voice lessons. Then came the
first unexpected twist.
In the midst of her busy professional and personal life, she
had an idea for a story and began to write, purely for her own
enjoyment. To her surprise, she found that her “passion for
creating characters lived on the page as well as the stage.”
“My best friend in high school was going to be the writer,” Charbonneau says. “I was a really good reader – I always
had a book in my hand – but I was never going to be a writer.”
But she enjoyed the process so much, she decided to get
serious about her new craft. At the recommendation of a successful romance novelist who happened to be a family friend,
Charbonneau joined the Romance Writers of America (RWA)
to learn more about writing and publishing.
That’s when serendipity stepped in. Through a casual
conversation with members of her local RWA group, someone
asked about Charbonneau’s singing background and wondered
if her parents were performers. When she told them that her
mother had been a professional roller skater, an agent for one
of the romance novelists said, “You should write a roller skating book.”
That comment literally set the wheels turning for Charbonneau. Two weeks later, she started writing “Skating Around
the Law,” a comedic mystery set in a roller rink. Soon, she
was churning out 35 to 40 pages a week.
“That was a crazy time for me,” she says. “I was teaching
seven hours a day at college, giving voice lessons in my home
and writing my first mystery novel, all at the same time. It was
like I was trying to catch lightning in a bottle – I was afraid if
I stopped, it would go away.”
She even took a laptop computer with her to the studio,

This 1996 alum rolls out a new book series.
just in case someone skipped a lesson and she had unexpected
free time. And it was in her studio that she also found an enthusiastic audience for her writing.
“A couple of my students were curious and wanted to read
what I was writing,” she remembers. “They’d come in hours
before their lessons and start reading, then stay and read during each others’ lessons. They kept pushing me. I wanted to
keep ahead of them, so I just kept writing.”
When the novel was finished nine short weeks later, she
began looking for an agent to help market her creation and
even began a sequel. But then her personal life took some
unexpected turns. Her father was diagnosed with cancer,
Charbonneau discovered she was pregnant and for a time, her
family’s story became the only one that mattered.
She and her husband, Andrew Blanco ’95, welcomed their
son, Max, in December 2007. Her father lost his battle with
cancer the following fall. Charbonneau gave up teaching at the
college but continued to offer private voice lessons from her
home, which allowed her to spend more time with Max.
She started writing again early this year and signed with an
agent in April. Then things really began rolling.
“Just 21 days after I sent my first query letter and sample
pages to my agent, she asked me for the entire manuscript and
offered me full representation,” Charbonneau says.
And just three weeks from the day her agent sent her
novel to St. Martin’s Press/Thomas Dunne, she received the
call every author dreams of: Her novel would be published.
“Skating Around the Law” glides into bookstores everywhere
in fall 2010. In the meantime, Charbonneau has completed
the second book in the series, “Skating Over the Line,” and is
working on book three.
“I now understand that if you’re lucky and your series is
successful, you’d better like your characters, what they’re doing and where they’re doing it,” Charbonneau says. “I’m stuck
in a roller rink, but that’s OK – I really like the roller rink!”●
by Margaret Friend

For more about Joelle Charbonneau ’96 and her mystery series, visit her website: joellecharbonneau.net.
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Talking to the animals
continued from page 23
trained him to move in and out of a crate made specifically
for his size, creating less stress for both the reptile and the
zookeepers.
In addition to her work with animals, Kruse also helps
interview, train and mentor new staff members and has
developed an animal research class for zoo staff. She also
teaches teenage campers, focusing on opportunities to
complete research abroad with the EarthWatch Program, a
program giving people of all ages and backgrounds a chance
to study alongside field researchers throughout the world.
Last fall, Kruse went on a three-week trip to Africa with
EarthWatch in a partnership effort between the program and
the SeaWorld Busch Gardens Conservation Fund. At a small
camp in the Kalahari Desert of South Africa, she worked
with other researchers on the Kalahari Meerkat Project, an
ongoing project focused on meerkats that happened to be
among those shown on the popular Animal Planet TV show,
“Meerkat Manor.”
Kruse sometimes wonders how she got to this point,
because she didn’t always want to do the work she does.
“When I was a little kid, I wanted to grow up and be like
Indiana Jones; teaching and traveling all over the world,”
she says. “But, I think I made it pretty close. I teach people
about conservation, and I travel all over the world. I haven’t
learned how to use a whip like Indiana Jones, but
that wasn’t really on the list.”

At Millikin, Kruse stayed undecided for two years before
majoring in biology, and she says she wouldn’t trade her
Big Blue experience for anything. She challenges current
students: “Don’t be afraid to reach outside of your comfort
zone. Have a little faith in yourself and take every opportunity that comes your way … life keeps educating you long
after Millikin, so don’t let yourself stop learning. Reach out
for more.” ● by Kate Eagler ’11

See related article about Kruse on page 7.

Looking to reconnect with your Big
Blue classmates this fall?
Check out our alumni group on the social
networking site Facebook! More than 2,000
alumni are already reconnecting; come join in
at tinyurl.com/bigbluefb.
More interested in professional networking?
We’re on LinkedIn, too! Visit tinyurl.com/bigblueli and join the more than 700 Millikin alumni
in our LinkedIn alumni group.
up..
up

And don’t forget to check out our
online alumni directory, Milli-Link
XP! Visit www.millikin.edu/alumni/
millilinkxp.
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Talking to
the animals

W

Wrestling a crocodile is nothing out of the ordinary for
Busch Gardens zookeeper Cara Kruse ’01 of Tampa, Fla.,
although it’s nothing like herding cattle.
“I grew up on a farm working with cattle, corn and soybeans,” she says. “I never thought I’d be wrestling crocodiles, training hyenas or researching hippos, but that’s what I
look forward to every day.”
According to Kruse, the crocodiles at Busch Gardens
can be up to 15 feet long and weigh almost 1,000 pounds.
Rounding up one of these feisty reptiles for medical reasons
or habitat changes takes at least a few zookeepers and starts
with wrestling the croc to attach neck and snout ropes. Once
the ropes are firmly fixed, at least four zookeepers must secure the crocodile, with the “head” person grabbing its jaws
and holding them closed. Kruse has been that head person
and, not surprisingly, calls it the scariest and most tense position. She says it takes tremendous effort to maintain the pressure and weight needed to keep the crocodile from spinning,
death rolling or causing injuries.
Croc wrestling is just one example of how there’s never
been a dull moment for Kruse since she began working for
Busch Gardens the summer after graduating from Millikin.
She started at the park as a resident zoo camp counselor,
shadowing zookeepers and teaching teenagers about the
biology and conservation of managed exotic animals each
summer while studying for her master’s degree from the
University of Missouri - Columbia.
After completing a degree in parks, recreation and tourism and a certificate in conservation biology, Kruse was
promoted to Busch Gardens zookeeper in 2003. Three years
later, she was named senior animal care specialist, and last
December, she was promoted to senior I animal care specialist.
“Senior I is the highest zookeeper status before moving
on to a desk job, but I don’t really want a desk job yet. I’m
having too much fun doing what I do,” she says.

This 2001 alum works with exotic animals daily.
The fun even includes cleaning the hippo tanks, considered
to be among the zoo’s dirtiest jobs because hippos digest only
about 60 percent of what they eat. In other words, what goes
in as hay comes back out looking very similar to hay. Plus,
female hippos tend to defecate in the water, making their tanks
especially dirty. Zoo staff must dive twice a week to vacuum
… well, you know, and clean the windows. On the upside, the
tanks are also home to thousands of colorful African cichlid
fish, so Kruse says, “Even though you’re doing a dirty job,
you feel like you’re in an African lake doing it.”
Her job doesn’t consist of only dirty work, though. Kruse
interacts with the animals daily, feeding, nurturing and training them. She recalls one morning when she and other zoo
staff members entered the hippo and lemur habitat to feed the
animals and found them acting odd. “Five of our ring-tailed
lemurs were dancing around, standing on their hind legs,
swaying and vocalizing near the edge of the hippo lake, and
one of our female hippos, Moxie, was standing near the keeper
entrance door … all a little strange for animals that like to
sleep late in the morning,” she says. As it turned out, Moxie
was hiding a new baby hippo born earlier than expected.
Hippos normally give birth in the water, but Moxie had given
birth on land to a healthy, 50-pound “baby” girl.
Among all her duties, Kruse says that training the animals
is the one most full of surprises. “It always amazes me just
how quickly animals learn, especially animals that you don’t
think would be trainable,” she says, naming their Nile crocodile, Sobek, as an example. Since he’s one of the largest in
the park, it’s impossible for the staff to catch him if they must
move him due to injuries or habitat renovations. So, they
continued on page 22

“I never thought I’d be wrestling crocodiles,
training hyenas or researching hippos, but
that’s what I look forward to every day.”
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Continuing the family legacy
Pictured here are May 2009 graduates
with their alumni relatives at Commencement.
1

3

4

7

6

9

2

5

8

10

11

1. Emily Beck with grandfather Darrell Beck ’54, brother-in-law Nate Chandler ’06, brother-in-law Ryan Kreke ’04,
sister Stephanie Beck ’08 and sister Christine Beck Chandler ’06. Not pictured: uncle Mark Beck ’77, aunt Angela
Beck ’79, aunt Amy Beck Bliefnick ’79, aunt Melinda Peterson Westwater ’79 and cousin Ted Bliefnick ’05. 2. Adam
Feriozzi with aunt Mary Ann Ernst Pollard ’82, father Jim Feriozzi ’84, aunt Janet Ernst ’78 and grandmother Marie
Alice Rademacher ’49. Not pictured: great-uncles David Ernst ’61 and the late Bob Ernst ’58. 3. Drew Poulos with
mother Jill Poulos, administrative assistant for development, and brother Jeff Poulos ’07. 4. Merideth Weber with
brother Brandon Weber ’03. 5. Kayla Preci with brother Ryan Preci ’07. 6. Claire Thorpe Klinsky with mother Charissa
Thorpe ’77. 7. Skylar Adamson with father Sean Adamson ’06. 8. Ryan Patino with mother Tracey Bouton ’81. 9.
Alex Krows with aunt Sara Krows ’03, father Kevin Krows ’82 and grandmother Karen Maurer Krows ’68. 10. Kevin
Israelson with sister Kerrie Israelson ’07. 11. Rob McNamara with brother Nick McNamara ’07.
24
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12. Angela Osborne with mother Jacalyn Crowe Osborne ’79, uncle John Michael Crowe ’75, cousin Brett Stenger
’08 and father David Osborne ’68. 13. Claire Kuypers with mother Judy Marshall Kuypers ’77 and grandfather David
Marshall, professor emeritus of accounting. Not pictured: uncle Jay Marshall ’88, uncle John Marshall ’88, aunt Beth
Nohling Marshall ’91, uncle Jim Marshall ’78 and aunt Beth Lyman Marshall ’78. 14. Ryan Peifer with fiancée Amy
David ’08. 15. Alyssa James with grandfather David Rayhill ’58, grandmother Nancy Bolen James ’54 and grandfather Roger James ’57. 16. Meredith Hoefert with father Joseph Hoefert ’81. 17. Kathryn Bass with brother Christopher Bass ’06. 18. Ryan Raycraft with sister Jessica Raycraft ’06. Not pictured: cousin Tasha Jordan Bunting ’02.
19. Patricia Rossiter with brothers Thomas Rossiter ’85 and James Rossiter ’66. 20. Jaclyn Weisenborn with brother
Christopher Weisenborn ’08. 21. Matthew Massey with father Mark Massey ’05, mother Rebecca Creager Massey ’85
and aunt Leslie Knowles Creager ’05. 22. Dustin Stephens with brother Derek Stephens ’04. 23. Adam Kosberg with
grandmother Dorothy Codemo-Avery ’56.
Fall 2009 Millikin Quarterly
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24. Jill Zehnacker and Chelsea Gant with Jill’s sister/Chelsea’s stepsister Molly Zehnacker-Czerniak ’03. 25. Patrick
Murray with sister Megan Murray ’07. 26. Emily Morrison with sister Melissa Morrison ’10. 27. David Marlow with
sister-in-law Mary Kate Basehore Trost ’03 and brother Terry Trost ’03. 28. Melissa Donnan with fiancé Bill Reidy
’07. 29. Ashley Bielecki with sister Brianna Bielecki ’06. 30. Andrew Moore with mother Susan Ogilvie Moore ’79 and
sister Molly Moore ’05. 31. Joyce Bisch with cousin Mia Shores ’08. 32. David Godfrey with brother Scott Godfrey
’07 and sister-in-law Krystle Kraus Godfrey ’07. 33. Dan Sumpter with sister Jennifer Sumpter Rimar ’04 and brother
Jonathan Sumpter ’11. 34. Marc Widenhofer with father Stephen Widenhofer, director of Millikin’s School of Music,
brother Jacob Widenhofer ’11 and sister Brittany Widenhofer Atwood ’05.
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35. Amy Gagnon with mother Karen Gagnon ’05, head coach of cheerleading and dance, and sister Christina Gagnon Largent ’01. Not pictured: sister Kim Gagnon Hosier ’06. 36. Alison Kickle with uncle Hunter Kickle ’66, aunt
Virginia Day Kickle ’63, cousin Stephanie Kickle Brown ’85, mother Lynne Kickle, administrative assistant in College
of Professional Studies, sister-in-law Brynn Clemons Kickle ’06, grandfather William Gross ‘53 and brother Bryan
Kickle ’06. 37. Mallory Morrison with mother Tammy Morrison, administrative assistant in student development, and
brother Bryant Morrison ‘11. 38. Matthew Wingler with wife Shannon Severs Wingler ’00. 39. Sarah Filipiak with
cousin Timothy Haworth ’83 and father Donald Haworth ’62. Not pictured: cousin Patrick Smith ’02. 40. Michael
Gogerty with brother-in-law Rick Jones ’97, sister-in-law Angela Gogerty ’00, wife Molly Gogerty ’05 and sister-in-law
Elizabeth Jackson ’08. 41. Krissty Jackson with sister Erica Jackson ’04. 42. Jacqueline Kay Kauffold with stepdaughter Racheal Kauffold Thurman ’04 and son-in-law Darrin Thurman ’03. 43. David Holly with mother Beverly Thompson Holly ’62 and aunt Phyllis Thompson Jackson ’62. 44. Jobeth Young with father Terry Young.
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THE LEGACY CONTINUES

Millikin’s growing family tree
Pictured below are new Millikin first-year students
with their alumni relatives.
1
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1. Jared Cerny with father J. Michael Cerny ’78 and mother Jaylene Cundiff Cerny ’78. 2. Kelsy Whitney with mother Rikki Hofferkamp
Whitney ’94 and grandmother Vicki Hofferkamp. 3. Lauren Kitterman with mother Lisa Schmidt Kitterman ’87. 4. Brandon Gray with
mother Carla Marietta Stewart ’90. 5. Daniel Avila. Not pictured: step-father Gary Brooks ’64. 6. Margaret Miller with mother Gretchen
Miller and father Jim Miller ’79. 7. Matthew Grimm with mother Janet Grimm. Not pictured: sister Melanie Grimm ’05. 8. Meredith
Richards with mother Perrie Buesking Richards ’80. 9. Jonathan Haley with father Dana Haley and mother Sandy Haley. Not pictured:
brother Josh Haley ’02 and sister-in-law Kara Hoffman Haley ’03. 10. Michelle McDonagh with father Martin McDonagh. Not pictured:
sister Meaghan McDonagh ’09. 11. Mitch Crain with mother Jill Crain. Not pictured: sister Megan Crain ’06. 12. Natasha Leonard with
mother Tina Leonard. Not pictured: brother Brian Leonard ’10. 13. Tommy Eichenauer with mother Toni Eichenauer. Not pictured: father Lee Eichenauer ’80, uncle Thomas Eichenauer ’80, late grandfather Bill Eichenauer ’51, grandmother Nancy Fisher Eichenaurer
’53 and grandfather Bill Warren ’49. 14. Brittani White with mother Mary White. Not pictured: aunt Emily Dillman Harlow ’01. 15. Shyler
Burton with father Brian Burton ’86. 16. Rebekah Carlson with father Richard Carlson. Not pictured: sister Sarah Carlson Dukeman
’03. 17. Trevor Ferré with father David Ferré ’76. 18. Jordan Moxey with mother Birgirtha Evans Moxey ’87. 19. Jamie Kowalczyk
with father Bill Kowalczyk ’76. Not pictured: mother Mary Strine Miller ’76, grandmother Constance Kennedy Strine ’40 and uncle John
Strine ’79.
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20. Amanda Erickson with father Keith
Erickson and mother Nancy Erickson.
Not pictured: uncle Harry Turner ’57. 21.
Ashley Eiland with mother Charmagne
Eiland and sister Alexis Eiland. Not pictured: father Alex Eiland ’82. 22. Michelle
Augustine with father Michael Augustine
’82. 23. Courtney and Emily Allen with father Gregory Allen. Not pictured: brother
Justin Allen ’10. 24. Leah Pembrook with
mother Sandra Pembrook. Not pictured: sister Kayla Pembrook ’09. 25. Benjamin Mantay with grandmother Caroline Nulf Wayne ’67
and grandfather Carl Wayne ’59 (held photo). Not pictured: great-uncle Mike Wayne ’68. 26. Andrew Montague with aunt Jenny Collins
’96, uncle Chris Thompson ’96 and mother Pamela Montague. 27. Kevin Stocks with father Jerry Stocks. Not pictured: late grandfather
Robert Stocks ’59. 28. Jake Jones with mother Patricia Eichenauer Jones, former RTUC employee. Not pictured: late grandfather Bill
Eichenauer ’51, grandmother Nancy Fisher Eichenauer ’53 and brother Ricky Jones ’97. 29. Elizabeth Merrill with mother Joan Shoemaker Merrill ’73. 30. Erik Tobey with mother Lynn Tobey and father Russell Tobey. Not pictured: aunt Nicole Breymeyer ’94. 31. Hannah
Bradshaw with father Martin Bradshaw. Not pictured: mother Susan Schumaker Bradshaw ’89. 32. Jaime Spears with mother Jeanne
Black Spears ’77. 33. Tom Cincotta with brother Josh Cincotta, friend Alyssa Navarro ’13 and brother John Cincotta ’11. 34. Bradley May
with father Bill May and mother Julie May. Not pictured: grandfather Jerome May.

Due to technical difficulties, the June 10 photos taken of students with their alumni relatives during this summer’s
freshman orientation and registration did not turn out. We apologize for the error. Those attending included:
1. Michelle Carroll, whose alumni relatives include mother Lynne
Remack Casey ’84 and aunt Leigh Remack ’98.
2. Taylor Black, whose alumni relatives include father Bryan
Marshall ’85, Millikin’s assistant athletic director for sports information and athletic communication, and mother Shannon BlackMarshall ’05.

Roger Miller, Millikin president emeritus, grandmother Arlene
Truscott Miller ’65, uncle Greg Miller, aunt Nancy Lynch Miller
’72 and aunt Debbie Miller Wray ’75.
5. LaTaija Johnson whose Millikin relatives include aunt Traci
Moore ’07 and aunt JeTuan Irons, security lieutenant/assistant
to the Millikin risk manager.

3. Chrissy Brown, whose alumni relatives include sister Brittney
Jones ’08.

6. Lucas West, whose alumni relatives include sister Lauren
West ’09.

4. Alexandra Miller, whose Millikin relatives include mother Ellen
Winchell Miller ’81, father Charles Miller ’84, grandfather Dr. J.

7. Luke Petersen, whose alumni relatives include mother Patty
Reid Petersen ’88, father Todd Petersen ’87 and uncle Mike
Reid ’87.
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Moving to their own beat
continued from page 19
“My choice of attending Millikin has affected my life
in so many positive ways, it’s tough to calculate,” he says.
“I’ve successfully made a career out of doing what makes
me happy – performing and producing music, while growing as a creative, engaged person. These just happen to be
the things I learned as a student at Millikin.”
For aspiring musicians currently studying at Millikin,
both Lemme and Hammond have some words of advice.
“Enjoy and live your dream,” Lemme says. “Follow your
bliss,” Hammond says. “Come up with goals and a plan, and
then work harder than everyone else. Make your own luck
by putting yourself out there. Be fearless!” ●
by Amy Hodges, media and public relations coordinator

Garret Hammond ’92
lays down a
beat in the recording stu
dio.
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Welcome Class of 2013
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Millikin is proud to welcome such a diverse and eclectic group of students from around
the country and the globe. For many, arriving on campus is the culmination of a long
college-search journey, which began two to three years ago. The majority of the Class
of 2013 applied to Millikin before 2009. If you know of a future student who you think
would be a great Millikin ﬁt, let us know at www.millikin.edu/referafriend.
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20%
23.6
37%
35%
15%
13%
5
63
29%

First-year students
Transfer students
International students from Bahamas, France,
Ireland, Morocco, Taiwan
Students reporting an alumni legacy connection,
including one international legacy
Students reporting an ethnicity other than
caucasian/white
Average ACT score
College of Arts and Sciences students
College of Fine Arts students
College of Professional Studies students
Tabor School of Business students
Most popular programs: Music, Theatre & Dance,
Business, Exercise Science & Sport, Nursing
Students without a declared major
Students participating on an NCAA Division III
athletic team
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ALUMNI NEWS

Alumni reunite at summer celebrations and reunions

Bound by books.
Three Millikin alumni and former coworkers, Gavena
Dahlman ’06, Amanda Young ’02 and Cate Parish ’03,
gathered at their graduation from the the University of
Illinois’ Graduate School of Library and Information Science
in May. Dahlman, evening circulation associate at Staley
Library, worked with Young and Parish while they were
Millikin students. Two other Staley Library coworkers, Matt
Dahlman ’08, Gavena’s son, and Aaron Denk ’05, Parish’s
cousin, also attended the graduation. From left: Matt
Dahlman, Denk, Gavena Dahlman, Young and Parish.

Times
are tough.
Planning your
next career move
shouldn’t be.

Join Chicago-area alumni and friends Thursday, Nov. 19,
for a free career workshop and/or networking event at the
Deloitte Conference Center, 111 S. Wacker, in Chicago, hosted
by the Millikin Club of Chicago and Kyle Johnson and Matt
Wangard, both ’96, who are providing the Deloitte facility.

“Landing Your
Next Job in a
Tough Economy”

4 to 5 p.m.
A career workshop for
those employed or in
transition. Bring your resume
for critiquing by an expert.

Open networking
5 to 7 p.m.
For all Chicago-area alumni;
refreshments served.

Even in an uncertain job market, there are still opportunities for
skilled professionals. This workshop will provide valuable strategies
to jump start or re-energize your job search. Alumni experts in the
human resources field will provide advice and answer your questions
on preparing compelling resumes, researching jobs, networking and
interviewing:
· Pam Folger, director of Millikin’s Career Center
· Kevin Bodine ’90, recruiting manager, Robert Half
Technology
· Joyce Groves Dickerson ’81, VP of human resources,
BlueStar Energy
· Christa Hinton ’84, director, MBA Career Management
Center, DePaul University
· Renee Lahey Solano ’92, human resources manager,
GE Healthcare Technologies

RSVP by Nov. 13 to 1-877-JMU-ALUM.

Big Blue pride comes to Wrigley Field.
Four members of the class of ’86 gathered for an August
reunion in Chicago. Before 2008, the alums had not seen
each other since graduation. They plan to meet every year
in Chicago and hope to add other ’86-ers to future annual
gatherings. From left: Kelly O’Byrne Dvoracek, Lennet
Primmer Radke, Theresa Johnson Thompson and Bridget
Lumma Pargulski.

Upcoming Events
» Thursday,
Nov. 19

Chicago - Career
workshop and
open networking.
See details at left.

» Thursday,
Nov. 19

St. Louis. - Attention St. Louis area
young alumni:
Join Millikin
alumni and friends
for an evening at
McGurk’s Irish
Pub and Garden,
1200 Russell
Blvd., 6-8 p.m.
Cash bar available; appetizers

on us with a full
menu available for
purchase.

» May 27, 2010
Mediterranean Join alumni and
friends for a 12-day
Crown Princess
cruise along the
Mediterranean. Set
sail from Venice, Italy, bound for some
of the Mediterranean’s greatest destinations. The voyage
concludes with an
overnight stay in
Rome. Including
round-trip airfare
and cruise expenses,

costs start at $3,845
per person. For more
information, contact
Dave Brandon of the
alumni and development office at (217)
424-6383.

For more information or to RSVP for the above events, call
the alumni office toll free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM (locally,
dial 217-424-6383) or e-mail alumnews@millikin.edu.
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MY TURN

Life moves
pretty fast

I

A current student stops
to reflect on her time at Millikin.

It’s so cliché, but my time at Millikin seems like it’s flying.
Just yesterday it seems I was stressing over my first year of
college. Would I make friends? Would the courses be hard?
What if I failed?
Now, with friendships made that I’ll keep for a lifetime
and four semesters of college under my belt, as well as four
semesters on the dean’s list, I think, “This isn’t where I
pictured myself at this point in my life.”
As a high school senior, I never thought I’d end up
at Millikin. It was at the bottom of my list of favorite
colleges, following my top three: the University of Illinois,
Illinois State University and Southern Illinois University Carbondale. Millikin was only on my list because I grew up
in a town seven miles north of Decatur, and my mother had
worked at the university, so she insisted that I at least visit.
I visited each college on my list, but I never felt the sort of
satisfaction I felt when I toured Millikin for the first time as a
prospective student. I could envision myself at Millikin, and
it felt like the ultimate fit for me. The decision was made.
My high school friends questioned me: Why would I want
to stay in Decatur? Why would I pay to live on campus when
I could live at home and commute? But, I was never shaken
in my decisions. Although my friends went away to college, I
had my freedom, too, plus the added benefit of being close to
home, which I think helped my transition into college life.
When I enrolled, I had my heart set on going to medical
school. I was impressed by the biology department and the
pre-professional program for pre-med students; however,
during my first year, I discovered that wasn’t really a good fit
for me. My passion, I discovered, was for the field of English
and writing. It made sense because my favorite subject in
school was English, and I had always loved writing. I just
never thought it would be my career choice. I spent an
agonizing two semesters stressing over my science courses
and feeling frustrated. The only two classes I didn’t stress
about during my first year were Critical Reading, Writing

and Research I and II — AKA “critter” — with Dr. Michael
George, associate professor of English. I excelled in those
courses, and while my friends dreaded their critter courses, I
loved mine and looked forward to going to class. Throughout
the year when I would meet with Dr. George to discuss
assignments and classes, he would encourage me to minor in
writing. He lamented that I wasn’t in the English program. I
owe him thanks for planting that seed of thought in my mind.
So last summer, I changed my major to English writing
with a minor in biology (because even though medicine isn’t
my passion, I still love biology). I requested Dr. George as my
adviser and met with him during the summer to change my
schedule and discuss my options. The start of my sophomore
year was a bit of a challenge. I had to adjust to being in a new
program with courses completely different than the ones I took
my first year. By last spring, though, I had adjusted and was
happy with my choice. I have yet to declare a concentration —
journalism, professional writing or creative writing — because
I am exploring the different fields, but I am confident I will
choose the area that’s right for me.
Time keeps flying by, and although graduation is still two
years away, it’ll be here in no time. I’m absolutely pleased
with my decisions thus far. This is exactly where I want to be
at this point in my life. ● by Kate Eagler ’11
Kate Eagler ’11 of Maroa, Ill., has been working for Millikin Quarterly since this summer. A James Millikin Scholar, she is involved on campus as vice president of Queers
and Allies, assistant news editor for the Decaturian and
an active member of the Student Housing Council. She
also works as a tutor for Millikin’s Writing Center and as
an office assistant in Millikin’s natural sciences department. Most recently, she took a summer immersion trip
to South Africa, and now can rattle off many rare plant
species indigenous to South Africa to impress her biology
professors.

“I visited each college on my list, but I never felt the sort of satisfaction I
felt when I toured Millikin for the first time. The decision was made.”
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THE VIEW FROM HERE

Hessler Hall
Built in 1967, Hessler Hall is named after the late Dr. John Hessler, Millikin president from 1934-1946 and former chemistry professor and dean of the faculty. Originally an all-men’s residence hall, Hessler is now co-ed, offering living-learning communities (LLCs),
where students sharing common interests, passions or majors live and learn together, on each of its four floors. Some LLCs offered
include “commitment to the fine arts” for students majoring within Millikin’s College of Fine Arts; “the advocates of change” for students interested in social justice; and “the international citizen,” where American students and international students are roommates.
Except for the international citizen floor, Hessler offers single rooms for its residents.

Did you know... ?
Hessler Hall opened on schedule in
September 1967 for male students,
but it was without locks because
they had been stolen during the
summer.

Millikin began offering LLCs (see
above) in 2006. At that time, all
four LLCs were housed in Hessler
Hall. Today, there are seven LLCs,
most of which are still housed in
Hessler; however, LLCs are also
housed in Weck Hall, Mills Hall and
New Hall 4.

In 1997, while the former School
of Music building was being
transformed into Perkinson Music
Center, music classes and faculty
offices were temporarily housed
in Hessler. Some windows were
knocked out and reinstalled to
move in pianos and other necessary equipment.

1184 West Main Street
Decatur, Illinois
62522-2084
www.millikin.edu

Millikin Quarterly
Vol. XXV, No. 3

Fall 2009

Millikin Quarterly is produced by the
Office of Alumni and Development.
E-mail your comments to:
MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu
Douglas E. Zemke ’66
University President

Peggy Smith Luy ’75
Vice President for Alumni and Development

Deborah Hale Kirchner
Editor

Jan Devore
Alumni Relations Director

Jenell Anderson Hironimus
Associate Editor

Contributors: Kristin Ackmann ’10,
Carol Colby ’08, Lindsey Compton ’12,
Kate Eagler ’11, Pam Folger, Margaret
Friend, Amy Hodges, Deb Lehman ’07,
Bryan Marshall ’85, Amanda Pippitt,
Todd Rudat, Christina Veglio ’10,
Greer Williams ’09
Printing: Kingery Printing Company
Officers of the
2009-2010
Millikin University
Alumni Association
Case McGee ’98/MBA ’04
President

Chris Bullock ’90
President Elect

Jim Schwarz ’74
Vice President

Terri Buckley Kuhle ’81
Secretary

Periodicals Postage
Paid at Decatur, Illinois

12

Just One U, Just One Blue
Homecoming 2009
Learn more about this year’s alumni
awards recipients and Athletic Hall
of Fame inductees.

4

Campus News
A former U.S. assistant surgeon
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My Turn
A student shares her struggle to
settle on a major.
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