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It happens
in sPRING
MILLIKIN CustomS
of spring semester
•

Students line up in Kirkland
Fine Arts Center to be
honored with an award at
Honors Convocation (at this
year’s ceremony, nearly 100
students received awards).

•

Students play ball on the lawn
in front of Shilling Hall, and
the SAEs and TKEs open their
windows and turn up their
speakers.

•

Poster board sales in
the Decatur area jump as
students prepare for the
annual Undergraduate
Research Poster Symposium

•

Seniors gather at LSB on the
evening before advising day
to share memories and show
off their class T-shirts.

•

Student leaders hold a ceremony to remember Millikin
Founder James Millikin and
his wife, Anna, on Founder’s
Day, April 30.

•

Alumni Relations Director Jan
Devore leads seniors on a tour
of Shilling towers after the
Graduates Dinner in RTUC.

•

At least one graduate shows
up missing his or her cap –
usually just a few minutes
before the commencement
ceremony begins.

•

Several proud parents show
up at least two hours before
commencement begins so
they can be first in line when
the auditorium opens.

At left: Shilling Hall

J

James Milllikin understood about the
power of entrepreneurship.
As a young man, while our university’s founder was still a college student
himself, he announced that he would
one day form his own business – a
university. In his vision, that university
would embrace the practical side of
learning along with the literary and classical, a concept that is unique to Millikin
and today known on campus as performance learning.
Ever since James Millikin formed
his university in 1901, performance
learning attributes have been instilled
across all majors and fields to give our
students the opportunity to master the
skills they’ll need for the workplace by
actually performing them. And in recent
years, that concept has expanded to
add the expertise learned through entrepreneurship activities as a valuable part
of the students’ skill sets.
Twelve years ago, when I was
serving as dean of the Tabor School
of Business, we created the Center for
Entrepreneurship. It was a natural outgrowth of the activities led by our small
business institute activities and local
SCORE (Service Core of Retired Executives) chapter. We knew we wanted
a strong, sustainable center, and we
worked hard to create the right kind of
environment, one that would serve as
an umbrella for initiatives that would
positively impact our students. The Center helps students understand their passions and translate them into tangible
ways in which they can develop the
confidence to thrive after graduation. At
Millikin, we recognize that entrepreneurship is not just a department – it’s a
support structure for disciplines across
the university.
Our efforts in this area led to
involvement and support initially by
grants from the Kauffman Foundation
and later and more substantially from
the Coleman Foundation, whose leaders recognize the high productivity and
growth that a small university such as
Millikin can obtain from their investment
funds. The Coleman Foundation believes
that improving the quality of entrepreneurship education can improve lives,
and their backing has been instrumental
in taking Millikin’s Center for Entrepreneurship to one of the top programs of

its type in the nation. Under the leadership of Sharon T. Alpi, one of only a few
Coleman Foundation Professors nationwide, the scope and range of activities
has been nothing short of phenomenal
in recent years. As the Center’s director, Alpi has been the glue to hold it all
together – she expects and achieves
success.
And now we have arrived at the
next step in this process: The Hub. Created last year, Millikin’s Hub is a student
business incubator providing shared
space and resources to a community
of students wanting to start their own
business. It provides office space to
students and recent graduates to help
them get their businesses launched
and has been a natural and wonderful
extension of the cross-interdisciplinary
services offered by the Center for Entrepreneurship.
I hope you’ll take a moment to
read this issue’s cover story about The
Hub beginning on page 16. Several
student-run businesses are housed in
it now, and the exciting developments
currently taking place in The Hub are
just the beginning of what our students
can and will achieve there in the years
to come. The Hub is poised to give
students of any major the opportunity
to develop an entrepreneurial mindset,
obtain key knowledge and master skills
that will be valuable in the workplace –
whether they are striving to make their
own businesses successful or applying
those talents to the companies who hire
them. There is no doubt that The Hub
and similar student opportunities, such
as our student-run Blue Connection art
gallery, will continue to grow and thrive.
As a result of these types of Millikinunique experiences and opportunities,
our graduates leave the university
prepared to excel in a highly competitive
job market. Initiatives such as the Center for Entrepreneurship and The Hub
are not all that common and certainly
not common at universities of our size.
Both are just two excellent examples of
how Millikin prepares our students for
success in life.
I am proud of how our faculty
and staff continue to find new ways to
deliver on the promise of education; a
promise that began with our Founder
James Millikin. ●

President’s
Perspective
Douglas Zemke ’66, Millikin President

University Founder James
Millikin was an
entrepreneur.
Today, developing an
entrepreneurial mindset
and skills has become
one of the hallmarks
of a Millikin education.
It gives our students the
confidence to help their
businesses succeed –
whether they work for
themselves or for others.

CAMPUS NEWS
Professors receive
promotions, sabbaticals
At April’s Honors Convocation, several
faculty members were recognized with
awards:
• Alpha Lambda Delta Outstanding
Teacher Award – Dr. Anne Matthews
• Teaching Excellence and Campus
Leadership Award – Dr. James Rauff
• Teaching Excellence Award –
Professor Brian Justison
• Faculty Research and Artistic
Achievement Awards –
Professor Randall Reyman and
Dr. Joe Stickles
Earlier in the semester, President Douglas
Zemke announced decisions regarding
faculty promotions and sabbaticals for the
next academic year, which begins July 1.
These professors received promotions:
• Dr. George Bennett to professor
of chemistry
• Dr. Eduardo Cabrera to professor
of modern languages
• Professor Georgia Hornbacker to
professor of music
• Dr. Judith Parrish to professor
of biology
In addition, Dr. Marilyn Prasun was
promoted to associate professor of nursing and also granted tenure.
These professors have been granted
sabbaticals:
Fall semester 2010
• Dr. Daniel Carberg, associate
		 professor of music
• Dr. Christie Magoulias, assistant
		 professor of education
• Dr. Travis Stimeling, assistant
		 professor of music
Spring semester 2011
• Professor Ed Walker ’85, associate
		 professor of art
• Dr. Nancy Curtin Alwardt, assistant
		 professor of communication. ●

MU student reaches top 16
on FOX-TV’s ‘American Idol’

Seated: Katelyn Epperly, Andrew Evangelista, Ben Brown, Jessica Golden.
Standing: Adam Cunningham, Emily Henderson, Sean McDonald, Spencer Rockford,
Phillip Armstrong, Rachel Fleming and Jacob Widenhofer.
In the past two years, two Millikin alums have made it to the top 16 of FoxTV’s “American Idol” competition.
This year, the spotlight shone on
Katelyn Epperly, a 19-year-old from
West Des Moines, Iowa, who spent
three semesters at Millikin as a commercial music major before taking her
shot at “Idol” fame. Epperly (above left,
seated, with MU’s vocal jazz ensemble
OneVoice) was generally praised by the
judges for her performances, including
her initial audition in Chicago.
“I think your voice has a lot of very
interesting qualities, and I just think it
sounded very unique,” said guest judge
and country music singer Shania Twain
following Epperly’s audition performance of “Syrup and Honey.” “I think

that you have a voice that could sing a
hit song.”
Epperly earned a spot in the Top
16 before she was eliminated from the
show March 11 due to a lack of viewer
support, despite overall critical support
for her performances by the judges.
At Millikin, Epperly sang with
OneVoice, the flagship ensemble of
Millikin’s vocal jazz program. Stephen
Widenhofer, director of the School of
Music as well as the group’s director,
said, “She’s very comfortable on stage.
She makes a great stage presence.”
Epperly was not the first person
from Millikin to reach the top 16. In
2008, Luke Menard, a 2001 MU graduate, made it to the top 16 before being
eliminated. ●

The verdict is in! MU judged best in the court – again
For the third straight year, a Millikin
team took first place at the Model
Illinois Government simulation in
Springfield, an almost annual tradition.
It was the fourth time in the last six
years that a Millikin team has placed
first. With another Millikin team taking

second place, it marked the third time
in the past six years that the simulation’s finalists have been totally Big
Blue. In addition, two other MU teams
made the quarter-final round. Dr. Robert
Money, director of the pre-law program,
coached the teams. ●

CAMPUS NEWS

Students combat area homelessness
Four Millikin students have completed a
project that helped put names and faces
to the issue of homelessness.
Emily Anderson, Meghann Cherie,
Maryrose Goodman and Shanell Johnson, along with Mary Garrison, assistant professor of social work, recently
completed a research project analyzing
Decatur’s homeless population for
the Decatur-Macon County Homeless
Council. The group is dedicated to ending chronic homelessness in the area.
“At Millikin, we pride ourselves on
experiential education, and this project
was really the embodiment of that,”
Garrison says.
Garrison assembled the group of
human services and behavioral science
majors last October to begin research
for the project. The students worked with
local homeless shelters and interviewed
18 individuals about the length of time
they had been homeless, factors contributing to their homelessness and programs
and organizations they find useful.
“In the classroom, we are provided
with many great examples, but there
is much to learn beyond the lessons in
a textbook,” says Emily Anderson, a
junior from Skokie, Ill. “To be able to
apply the concepts we have learned to
real life is an education in itself. This
project has allowed us to meet different people, break down stereotypes and
most importantly, see how our work can
make an impact.”

The students concluded their
research in December and presented
their findings at a recent meeting of the
Homeless Council, where they provided
an overview of their research methods,
answered questions and provided suggestions for the Homeless Council’s
next steps.
Recommendations included
obtaining accurate data about chronic
homelessness and estimating housing
needs annually; enhancing coordination
among local prevention programs to
better prevent homelessness; plugging
gaps in the emergency shelter system;
and encouraging the development of a
chaplaincy program to serve the homeless and those at risk.
The students’ report was submitted to
the Decatur City Council, which voted

Students conducting a recent homelessness project are pictured with their professor
and a study participant. From left: sophomore Maryrose Goodman; junior Emily
Anderson; study participant Damita Parsley; Mary Garrison, assistant professor of
social work; senior Meghann Cherie and freshman Shanell Johnson.

WJMU wins another national award
Millikin’s student-run radio station,
WJMU, received a third-place Broadcast Education Association (BEA)
award at the 2010 BEA Festival of
Media Arts in Las Vegas, Nev. The
station had previously received a firstplace national student production award
at the College Broadcasters Inc. (CBI)
National Student Media Conference in
Austin, Texas, last fall.
Both awards were for “The
Playground,” a community outreach
program produced by Millikin students
that caters to children ages 3–7 and
emphasizes the importance of music in
education.
This year, the BEA received more

to approve their recommendations.
“So much of this experience
connected to what we have learned in
school,” Anderson says. “I’m grateful
for the chance to get to know my professors here at Millikin, and to be able
to interact with them as professionals
outside of the classroom.”
The students will continue their
involvement with the Homeless Council
and are confident that their participation
has made a positive step toward ending
chronic homelessness in the area.
“This project has shown us that a
few people can make a difference with
one of society’s major social problems,”
says Cherie, a senior from Elk Grove
Village, Ill. “It’s a great feeling to know
that the work we’re doing can help so
many.” ● by Amy Hodges

than 840 entries, 185 of which were
accepted into the Festival, where they
were judged by advisers and industry
professionals from around the country.
“It’s an honor for WJMU to receive
recognition for our programming,”
said Matthew Tucker, who was WJMU
general manager until recently. “The
students work very hard to produce
high quality radio shows like ‘The
Playground.’ To receive accolades from
industry professionals at a national
festival like BEA is a great privilege for
any college radio station.”
Learn about the station and listen to
it live at www.millikin.edu/academics/
cas/communication/wjmu. ●

Presidential
search underway
Following last fall’s announcement that Millikin President
Douglas Zemke ’66 will be
retiring at the end of the calendar year, the Millikin board of
trustees has launched a search
for the individual who will serve
as the university’s next leader.
The search committee is led
by James Neff, a 1978 Millikin
graduate and a member of the
Millikin board since 2005.
Learn more at www.millikin.
edu/presidentsearch.

bIG BLUE Sports
Marshall an IBCA
Hall of Famer
Assistant Women’s Basketball Coach
Dick Marshall was inducted into
the Illinois Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame on April 24.
Marshall has been an assistant coach
at Millikin for 15 years and was on
board when the Big Blue won the
NCAA Championship title in 2005.
Marshall came to Millikin after a 33year high school coaching career. He
was named Macon County Coach of
the Year six times while at Mt. Zion
High School.

Dance team takes third
Making its first trip to nationals, the
MU Dance Team, “The Sapphires,”
won third place in the Pom Division
at the College Universal Dance Association Nationals held January 15-17
in Orlando, Fla.
“We are thrilled with our thirdplace finish, especially considering
that many of the teams we competed against have placed in previous
years,” said Sapphires Head Coach
Karen Gagnon.

Wildman recognized for
outstanding season
Junior women’s
basketball player
Elise Wildman of
Lovington, Ill.,
was named to
D3hoops.com’s
Central Region
Third Team.
D3hoops.com is
the premier website covering NCAA
Division III men’s and women’s
basketball. The All-Region selection
follows Wildman’s selection to the
CCIW First Team All-Conference for
women’s basketball. Wildman was
the conference’s top rebounder and
top shot blocker for the 2009-10
season. She was named the CCIW
Player of the Week three times during the season.

Watch Big Blue sports
on your Internet device
Are you a passionate Big Blue fan but
can’t make it out to the games? If you
have Internet access, you can watch
all the action. The Burnell and Ermell
Fischer Athletic Enhancement Fund has
provided a grant to allow live streaming video broadcasts of home football
and men’s and women’s basketball
games online on Millikin’s athletics
home page. Video broadcasts are
scheduled to begin this fall with the
Big Blue football games.
Streaming technology allows
video to be sent over the Internet
in a continuous stream of data and
played on your device as it arrives.
In addition to allowing fans
to watch Big Blue games online,
streaming video will allow potential
new students to see Millikin athletics
in action.
“The viewing of video on the
Internet is a key method of communication with today’s high school
and college-aged students as well
as their parents,” says Bryan Marshall, assistant athletic director for
sports information and athletic
communication.
The grant has allowed the
athletic department to purchase a
video camera and laptop to create
the videos. The department will also
promote Big Blue athletics with
“video stories” that highlight the
programs, coaches and student athletes.
“These videos will be placed on Millikin’s website and can be used in other
settings such as recruitment fairs and
visit days,” says Marshall.
The endowment fund was made
possible by a gift from the late Burnell
Fischer, M.D. ’39, and his late wife

Ermell Fischer, a Decatur native and
supporter of the arts. The Fischer’s two
sons, Dr. Burnell “Burney” Fischer and
Terry Fischer, created the fund as a lasting legacy to their father, whose belief
in participating in student athletics is a
tradition they hope will carry on. ●

You can also stream live audio
coverage of selected Millikin
sporting events broadcast by
WJMU, Millikin’s student-run
radio station. Listen online at
www.millikin.edu/wjmu.

Two receive Swartz Award
In conjunction with the College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin (CCIW), MU
announced its Jack Swartz Award recipients for fall 2009: Brent Barringer of High
Ridge, Mo., and Tonya Romano of Palatine, Ill. To be considered as a Swartz Award
winner, student-athletes must carry at least a 3.50 grade point average and must
have earned a letter in their varsity sport. Barringer, a junior psychology major, was
the starting center for the Big Blue football team last fall. Romano, a junior physical
education major, is a three-year starting defender on the Big Blue soccer team.

bIG BLUE Sports

L

Like many of his fellow alumni, Scott
Lithgow ’05 remembers his campus
days fondly.
In fact, Lithgow says attending
Millikin was one of the best decisions
he ever made. While he values his
education a great deal, he says it is his
Millikin connections that have meant
the most, impacting almost every area
of his life. To show his appreciation,
Lithgow has found several ways to give
back to the university, beginning with
his former swim team.
As a student, Lithgow enjoyed a
solid swimming career. He won several
races and turned in fast times in the
pool, but he most enjoyed being a part
of the team and scoring points for the
Big Blue.
“I enjoyed training under people
who were the best in the conference and
among the best in the nation,” Lithgow
says. “I learned a lot watching Paul
Yemm ’06, Tom Sur ’05, Jared Giuffre
’06 and my other teammates compete.”
Lithgow’s career highlight occurred
when the Big Blue finished third at the
CCIW Championships, beating Illinois
Wesleyan by half a point.
“The amount of hard work you
put in a collegiate season makes you
learn about time management and how
to put your head down and accomplish
something,” Lithgow says. “I also made
several lifelong friends from the swimming team.”
“Scott Lithgow was the guy you
wanted on your relay, not because he
was the fastest thing in the water, but
because you knew he would give you
110 percent,” says Yemm, now in his
third year as the Big Blue’s swim coach.
“More often than not, he would split
faster on a relay than an individual
event, and when he wasn’t the one in
the water racing, he was getting you
pumped up.”
It was his friendship with Yemm
that gave Lithgow an opportunity to
give back to his former team. After
Yemm was named Millikin’s interim
swim coach for the 2006-07 season,
Lithgow volunteered to help with the
team and even took vacation time to join
them at the CCIW Championships.
“During my interim year, I was

still a student and needed all the help I
could get,” Yemm says. “Scott stepped
in and was the difference maker. He
soon established himself as the distance
coach and took the distance team to all
personal best times at conference. I am
personally grateful and owe a piece of
my sanity to Scott for his help.”
“I try to help give Big Blue athletes
the opportunities that I had while I was
at Millikin,” Lithgow says.
In addition to his time at the pool as
a student, Lithgow worked at WJMUFM, Millikin’s student-run radio station. He said he strongly believes that
working there prepared him well for a
career in broadcasting and built connections that helped get him a job in the
field. In fact, WJMU’s station manager
at the time, Chris Bullock ’90, general
manager at Decatur’s Cromwell Radio
Group, hired Lithgow to work at Cromwell after he graduated.
Today, Lithgow is assistant program
director for Talk101 Radio in Decatur
and cohost of the station’s popular
morning show, “Scott and Scott in the
Morning.”
Even at Talk101, Lithgow’s Big
Blue connections are clear. A weekly
interview segment, “Millikin Monday,”
features Big Blue coaches. During
basketball season, Lithgow teams up
with morning cohost Scott Busboom, a
longtime supporter of Big Blue athletics, to broadcast a schedule of Millikin
women’s basketball games.
“Lori Kerans [women’s basketball
coach] was the athletic director when I
was a swimmer, so it’s fun to work with
her on the games,” says Lithgow. “We
take pride in helping Millikin become a
bigger part of the community and letting
people know about what’s going on both
athletically and academically.”
One of Lithgow’s most meaningful Millikin connections is found right
at home: His wife, Bethany Stoneburg
Lithgow, is a 2008 graduate. They met
through mutual Millikin friends, and
their son, Conner, turned 1 in March.
Reflecting on what Millikin means
to him, Lithgow says, “I feel that if other alumni have the opportunity to give
back to Millikin, they should. We can all
support Millikin in our own way.” ●

Big Blue
connections
fill the life of
this 2005 alum
by Bryan Marshall ’85

Scott Lithgow ’05 (right) does color
commentary for Talk101 Radio sports
broadcasts with cohost Scott Busboom.

“Scott stepped in and was the
difference maker ... I owe a
piece of my sanity to Scott for
his help,” says Big Blue Swim
Coach Paul Yemm ’06.

FEATURE

And All That Jazz

I

In fall 1962, several friends came together to discuss a fun way to jazz up Millikin’s
School of Music. Amidst the laughter, Al Guinn, Roger Davenport ’64, Ernie Little
’61, Paul Skinner, Jack Anderson ’62, Bruce Oman ’70, Dale Workman ’64, Lee
Parsons and Rich Helm ’59 decided to form a music group celebrating what they
considered to be one of the most expressive, challenging and “cool” genres of the
age – jazz. The group hoped to make a case for adding the genre to Millikin’s curriculum by staging a few great shows.
The result of that friendly conversation? The very first Millikin Jazz Lab Band,
now a staple in the music department.
The friends began recruiting members for the band under the leadership of
music professor Paul Skinner. “Everyone liked Paul Skinner,” remembers Davenport,
lead trombone player for the original band. “He was a versatile musician and very
generous with his time and talent.”
Student enthusiasm for the band ran high. However, to create the perfect blend
of sound, the organizers discovered they needed to recruit some members from
outside the university. “Getting musicians to participate was not difficult, as many
of them welcomed an opportunity to play and grow musically in this setting,” says
Helm, who played trumpet. “The only difficulty was achieving the right instrumentation utilizing both students and local townspeople.”
Once the musicians were in place, rehearsals began. “Our muse and the broad
model for the Millikin Jazz Band was the Stan Kenton Band,” Davenport says. “It

Millikin University Jazz Lab Band’s first public performance, March 8, 1963:
Row 1: Ernie Little (Emcee); Larry Ball, El Amundson, Joe Briscuso, Jack Anderson and Bruce Oman (Saxophones);
Paul Skinner (Leader). Row 2: Lee Parsons (Bass); Dale Workman, John McCoullough, Roger Davenport and Phil Van Dam
(Trombones); Jim DeShong (Tuba); Steve Mallinson (Trombone and Tuba). Row 3: Jerry Antrim and Ron Fink (Drums);
Al Guinn, Larry Shull, Pat Stark, Bob Ritchards, and Rich Helm (Trumpets); John Koehler (Mellophonium).

had a big, exciting sound, particularly
for the brass players.” Kenton’s innovative, influential, and often controversial
American jazz orchestra performed
from the 1940s through the 1970s,
including at MU’s 1961 homecoming.
The musicians practiced throughout winter 1962, excited not just for
the music itself but for the promise of
performing it in front of an audience.
“It took focused commitment and many
hours of rehearsal to become a proficient, cohesive unit,” Helm says.
The entire project was an extracurricular activity, with the students
coordinating everything from rehearsals to fundraising. The band rehearsed
on Sunday afternoons in a room on the
lower floor of what is now known as
Shilling Hall. The money raised was
used to purchase sheet music, stands

and additional equipment. Anderson,
the saxophone player, even recruited art
faculty to design promotional posters
for the first show.
Finally, on March 8, 1963, the curtain rose at Albert Taylor Hall to reveal
the very first Jazz Lab Band. “It was
a sold-out, enthusiastic audience, who
quietly excused occasional execution
imperfections due to exceptionally challenging arrangements,” Helm says.
A week after the performance,
a Decaturian article highlighted the
band’s debut, noting, “The Jazz Lab
Band is the sweet child genius in a family of stable, mellow conservatives.”
From the beginning, those in the
new band did more than simply play
the notes written on the page. A 1966
Decaturian article noted that the word
“lab” in the band’s title was essential to
the band’s process: “They are investigating, in much the same way any other
researcher would. They study style,
music and ad libbing solos – and they
have a whopping good time.”
In the same article, Roger J.
Schueler, the band’s second director,
made it clear that the band experience
wasn’t all fun and games. “It’s hard,
hard work – it’s sweat. We exhaust
ourselves almost as much as an athletic team. It is not for the thin-skinned
individual, but for the person who has
desire and willingness to work toward
perfection.”
“We were a break from the traditional performance venues previously
experienced by the university,” Helm
says. He says that he and other former
and current members of the band remain
grateful to the men who saw the potential for such a group, including Skinner,
who helped the band take root during its
first two years at Millikin, and Schueler,
who led the band from 1964 to 1986
and nurtured it into an award-winning
program. Schueler’s efforts in shaping
the band were supported by Dr. J. Roger
Miller, who became dean of the School
of Music in 1961 and went on to serve

as MU’s president from 1971 to 1991.
“Dr. J. Roger Miller came to the School
of Music to offer additional alternative opportunities to music students,
including the performance curriculum,
while building on an already established
prestigious reputation,” says Helm.
Today, students can receive academic credit for performing in one of
two sections of Jazz Band. Jazz Band
I for more experienced musicians has
been directed by Randall Reyman, associate professor of music, for the past
15 years. Dr. Perry Rask, also associate
professor of music, conducts Jazz Band
II for musicians with less experience.
According to Reyman, student participation has not diminished over the
years. “Student involvement has always
been enthusiastic, even impassioned at
times,” he says. “The students recognize
the high expectations and responsibilities of membership in this group. They
hold themselves to a high standard. It
shows in their work ethic and attitude.”
That work ethic continues to pay
off. The band has received an Outstanding award at the Elmhurst College Jazz
Festival for six out of the last nine
years, most recently in February.
“That is no small feat considering
that many of the groups come from Big
10 and Big 12 schools that are 10 times
our size,” Reyman says.
It’s a success that resonates with
original member Helm, who says, “I
am pleased to have played a minor role
in this legacy at Millikin University.
Every member of the original group and
all members of successive groups have
contributed substantively to a success
story that continues today.” •
Hear Jazz Lab Band I on
“Swingin’ Night and Day”
and “Signal Fires,” available
through First Step Records at
www.firststeprecords.com.

FEATURE

For insight into this issue’s
Burning Question, we turned
to Dr. JoEllen Jacobs,
who retired in December as
philosophy professor and chair
of the philosophy department.

Q. What is our moral obligation to future generations?
A. This truly is a burning question – one that we, as individu-

T

he poet Rilke once gave this advice: “Try to love the
questions themselves.” We at the Millikin Quarterly
are quite fond of questions, but must admit – we love the
answers, too. That’s why we’re once again bringing you
“The Burning Question,” a feature that moves beyond
matters of purely intellectual interest to tackle timely topics that affect our daily lives – the things that fuel water
cooler chatter and maybe even keep you up at night. We
will turn to the educated opinions of some of the brightest people we know – Millikin faculty members – to bring
cool reason to the Burning Question.

Have a response to Dr. Jacobs’
comments or a burning question
to submit to one of our faculty
experts? Send your thoughts to
MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu or call
toll-free to 1-877-JMU-ALUM.

als and a society, should ask more often.
As a society, we’ve been so focused on “What’s in it for
me?” for the last 150 years that we rarely consider denying
ourselves anything in order to preserve resources for future
generations.
In our capitalist society, we often talk about the obligations of companies to employees and shareholders, but these
discussions never include a timeline, so future generations
aren’t part of the equation. While businesses may comply with
environmental standards imposed on them by the government,
these standards are not necessarily seen as part of an inherent
ethical focus on the part of the corporation.
If we’re going to save this Earth, we must return to the
Native American concept known as “Seventh Generation,”
which asks us to consider how each decision impacts the next
seven generations.
As individuals, we can use this concept to guide our everyday choices, as well as major life decisions. For example,
even consciously choosing to have a smaller family is critical
to the well-being of future generations, despite the celebration
of large families in our society. (If you doubt this, consider the
popularity of “reality” TV shows like “19 Kids & Counting”
and “Table for 12.”) Many seem to believe the more children
the better, so the idea of a moral obligation to limit family size
is entirely out of mind.
continued on page 32

MU MEMORIES
Editor’s Note: Among the fondest
memories of our Millikin alumni
are the times they’ve shared with the
good friends they made at Millikin.
The bonds of friendships formed on
campus can and do last long after the
student experiences end – sometimes
even a lifetime. This is the story of one
of those friendships.

J

January 1997: You blow into the
School of Music on a cold wind and
trudge downstairs, all the time wondering what possessed you to become a
music major. Who but these misguided
souls must sit through a class devoted
entirely to the precise pronunciation of
more than five foreign languages? Perhaps you should be rethinking Millikin
altogether. You’ve been slow to make
friends during this freshman year. There
are reasons for this – some of them typical, others not. But you’re slightly more
than one semester in, and all you have
are a few acquaintances.
Regardless, here you are on the
first day of spring semester, sitting in
Professor Barnabe’s Foreign Language
Diction class. Sitting to your left is another girl – she must be a music major
too, though you don’t recall having
seen her before. You notice her because
of that amazing hair – spiral red curls
everywhere. And then she strikes up
a conversation with you. Her name is
Resa, she says, and like you, she’s a vocalist. It’s nothing much – just friendly
chatter. But as lonely as you’ve been, it
feels like something.
You sit next to this girl for five
months, hiding jokes and eye rolls
behind a shared music stand. As the
class wanes, you want to ask her for her
phone number or where she’ll be living
next year. But you’re too shy to do it,
and just end up hoping that you’ll run
into her again next year.
And run into her you do. Sophomore year finds you and Resa with
identical music major schedules, from
Theory II to Hartgrove’s voice studio
to Concert Choir and everything in
between. Spending six or more hours
a day together rapidly transforms you
from casual friends into close comrades.
You discover quickly that Resa is a
much better student than you are – she
takes the study of music more seriously.
But she’s great about slipping you an
answer when Dr. Luxner’s back is
turned – great about making it seem as
though you’re as smart as she is.

You help convince Resa to join
the music fraternity, Sigma Alpha Iota
(SAI), and have the pleasure of acting
as her “Big Sis.” Funny, you assuming that role. Resa is so much more
grounded than you, not only in academia, but in life. She is the true mentor
in the relationship. You room together
during that year’s choir tour and realize
how fantastic it would be to live with
her year round. But that won’t become
reality until senior year.
Senior year – blink and it’s upon
you. You and Resa and two other
friends are living in the chic Oakland
4 quad, wishing that this last year of
togetherness could go on forever. The
year begins with a bang for you when
you’re invited to join the much acclaimed University Choir. But Resa
doesn’t make the cut. She deserves it
more than you do and probably wanted
it more, but the powers that be have
determined that yours is the right kind
of voice for this year’s ensemble. When
you tell Resa, it is with great trepidation. But she shows only delight at your
news. She’s down, of course – you’re
certain of it. But she will not allow her
disappointment to diminish your joy.
Instead, Resa pours her energy
into leading SAI. As president, she
rules with a more than capable hand
yet is completely approachable. She is
dedicated. She is open. She quells the
cattiness which can sometimes define a
large group of rather dramatic women,
replacing it with a passion for music
which even today remains unmatched.
Ten years have passed since your
shared graduation day. Ten years during
which you and she, though separated
by distance, have grown ever closer as
friends. But now the unthinkable – she
is gravely ill. She is slipping away, and
you are powerless to stop it. And then,
in what feels like both moments and
years, she is gone from your life, and
you have only memories. Memories
which stem from those magical years –
that time and place which brought into
your life this most beautiful of women;
this most talented of artists; this most
cherished of friends. •
Resa Ellison ’00, above left during her
college days with good friend, Colleen
Hart Kozubowski ’00, died Jan. 3 of
complications from the H1N1 virus. In
March, the World Health Organization
reported that at least 16,713 deaths had
resulted from the H1N1 virus to date.

Friends
for life
by Colleen Hart
Kozubowski ‘00
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Drawn to Illustration

Michael Mullan’s “Outsider” Art is “In”
The logo Michael Mullan ’06 created for his illustration
business depicts a primitive-style sun rising over the horizon.
“I lean toward a bright, happy, light-hearted style –
no cynicism or sarcasm,” says the up-and-coming artist. In
fact, it’s hard not to smile when you look at some of Mullan’s
illustrations.
“I try to appeal to children and adults alike, and merge
a children’s book aesthetic with raw textures,” he says, describing his colorful
artwork as “edgy, bold, graphic and contemporary.”
Ed Walker ’85, chair of Millikin’s art department and one of Mullan’s former
professors, says that successfully producing this primitive art style – also called
“outsider” art – is far more difficult than it might seem. “It’s deceptively simple in
technique,” Walker says. “In reality, it’s very hard to do what Mike does successfully. He must retain the naiveté that people respond to when they look at outsider art, while controlling it to meet the needs of his client.”
Mullan recently received confirmation that his unique brand of outsider art is
decidedly “in,” when two of his illustrations were accepted for publication in the
prestigious American Illustration 29 journal.
continued next page
At left, Mullan’s “Writer’s Block”

Above: “World Travels”

continued
Unbeknownst to him, professors from his graduate school
alma mater, the Savannah College of Art & Design (SCAD),
submitted his illustrations to the journal for consideration. Both
illustrations were previous class assignments at SCAD – fictional design jobs from real-world businesses. The illustrations that
will appear in the journal include a whimsical Papio wine label
design featuring a trio of musical monkeys (see below) and
travel-inspired point of purchase labels for Hotels.com (above).
“It’s a huge honor – I was very excited to hear the news,”
Mullan says. “It’s great exposure – a lot of art directors look at
the annual.”
Others who pay attention to the annual include art department chairpersons like Walker, who considers the honor a
significant validation of Mullan’s talent. “People look to those
journals to see who’s
up-and-coming in the
art world,” Walker says.
“It says, ‘Pay attention;
this is good stuff.’”
Though highly
trained himself,
Mullan is most inspired
by the work of untrained artists, from
children’s art to primitive native etchings in
rock – even what he
calls “asylum art.”
“I’m influenced by
untrained artists who follow their intuition,” he says. “I enjoy
anything unfiltered, in its most raw form,” noting that he also
finds inspiration in folk art, folk music and the works of masters such as Picasso and DuBuffet.
Bringing both style and substance to his work is a fine art
Mullan seems to have mastered. As Walker says, “It seems
simple, but Michael’s work is rich with content, and it has to
be; otherwise the message for the client is lost.”
To produce his distinctly “primitive” artwork, Mullan blends
classical and contemporary, using computer graphics to digitally enhance art he creates using traditional techniques.

“Millikin opened me to working both digitally and with
hands-on media,” says Mullan, whose undergraduate studies
focused on figure drawing and graphic design. “Understanding
both disciplines made me appreciate bold, graphic shape and
the rich, textural quality of the drawing surface.”
The artist’s way seemed a natural choice for this lifelong
lover of art, following in the footsteps of his artistic mother.
“I have always drawn and really enjoyed it, so art was an
obvious major for me,” Mullan says.
The diversity of classes he took at Millikin helped Mullan
identify the artistic style he eventually landed on – and it’s a
quite distinctive style, Walker says.
“Mike’s style is very much his own,” Walker says. “Some
artists spend their whole lives trying to develop a style.”
At Millikin, Mullan found a surprising depth of focus that
went beyond technical aspects to issues of meaning and style.
“Millikin definitely pushed me to challenge my artistic
beliefs, and I began to understand myself as an artist,” Mullan
says. “Millikin really prepared me for grad school.”
Mullan earned his master’s degree in illustration from
SCAD in 2008, and today, his education continues informally
at Wild Apple Graphics, a Vermont-based fine art publishing
company. As a staff artist at Wild Apple, Mullan often creates
concepts that find their way into the homes of those who shop
at popular retailers like Target and Bed, Bath & Beyond. “It has
been invaluable to see how and where my art sells on a mass
scale,” he says.
In his time off, he continues to build his own illustration
business and hopes to be fully self-employed in the next five to
10 years. “I believe if you maintain quality and make a name
for yourself, the business will come,” he says.
His former professor agrees. “People recognize, appreciate
and remember his work – that’s what Mike has going for him,”
says Walker. And as Mullan’s sunny logo might suggest, Walker
adds,“He has a bright future.” • by Celeste Huttes ’88

To see more of Michael
Mullan’s illustrations, visit
www.MullanIllustration.com.

JUST THE BEGINNING
A glimpse at Millikin’s past

I

In January, the American Football
Coaches Association honored the late
Fred T. Long ’18 with the 2009 Trailblazer Award, an award honoring early
leaders in football coaching at historically black colleges and universities.
A Decatur native, Fred enrolled as a
Millikin freshman in spring 1915. Fred
said that he probably wouldn’t have
enrolled at Millikin again that fall had it
not been for an accident of fate. Standing along the sidelines while the Big
Blue baseball team was practicing, Fred
volunteered to shag flies in the outfield
and soon found himself getting a turn at
bat. After knocking the first two pitches
out of sight, he finished that season as
a member of the team. He returned to
Millikin, pursuing a bachelor’s degree
as a commerce and finance major while
playing three years of varsity football
and three more years of varsity baseball.
He also threw shot put for the track
team. According to Fred’s obituary in
the March 24, 1966, Decatur Review,
“Long was the victim of a lot of meanness, largely because of his color, but
he always came up from the bottom of
the heap wearing that big smile.” The
trailblazing Millikin athlete was joined
on the football and baseball teams by
his younger brother, Harry ’19.
In 1918, Fred became the first
African-American to graduate from
Millikin University. His senior thesis,
“Negroes in Decatur,” contained a
survey of Decatur’s African-American
population. In it, Fred shared “his own
firm convictions of what a real education” stood for in regards to racial
prejudice: “With education will come

the enlightenment and mutual understanding of races, which will promote a
more perfect freedom and democracy in
the U.S.” A copy of the thesis is housed
in Millikin’s archives.
During World War I, Fred joined
the Army and found himself stationed
in the South. In a letter to Harry, he
said: “Dixie is so different from home.
I passed a group of football players
running signals the other day and came
near stopping and saying something
to them, but I remembered that this is
Dixie, and I wouldn’t say anything to
them, because they were white.” In the
same letter, which appeared in the October 1918 Decaturian, he contrasted this
experience with his time at Millikin,
where “men like [Millikin president]
Albert R. Taylor and many more have
made me feel as though I was a real
man. I’ll remember the part they all
played in my life.” After the war ended,
Fred left the Army and joined the
Detroit Stars baseball team, part of the
newly formed Negro National League.
He also played for the Stars in 1921
and 1926 and for the Indianapolis ABCs
in 1925.
Meanwhile, Harry graduated from
Millikin and had been working as a
coach at several historically black colleges in and around Texas. Fred decided
to join him at Wiley College in Marshall, Texas, and in 1923 he was named
head football coach and athletic director
of the college. In 1924, Fred’s football
team shared the Black College Football
National Championship with Tuskegee
Institute. Fred led Wiley to three more

A Millikin
trailblazer
is honored –
nearly 45
years after
his death
by Todd Rudat and
Amanda Pippitt,
University Archivists

(continued on page 32)
Fred Long ‘18 is one of two
namesakes for Millikin’s LongVanderburg Scholars Program.
The scholarship program was
established in honor of MU’s first
two African-American graduates,
Long and Marian Vanderburg ’34,
and provides recipients with $2,000
in annual scholarship money from
Millikin. Learn more at www.millikin.
edu/cmsa.

Back row, second and third from left: brothers Harry and Fred Long with the 1917
Big Blue football team.
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The HUB: Helping
new businesses soar
Center cultivates entrepreneurship
across campus – and beyond
Millikin University: Born from Entrepreneurial Blood
In the 1840s, James Millikin was a student at Washington College when he
vowed to one day establish a learning institution.
In 1901, after achieving success in farming, banking and real estate, Millikin
– true to his word – made his vision a reality by founding the Decatur institution that bears his name and thrives a century later.
In light of his own entrepreneurial nature, Millikin would surely be pleased
that exposure to entrepreneurship that has become one of the hallmarks
of a Millikin education.
Sharon T. Alpi, director of the Center for Entrepreneurship and the Coleman
Foundation Professor of Entrepreneurship, says entrepreneurialism is nothing
new at Millikin, where hands-on learning has long been an area of focus.
“It’s not a big leap that entrepreneurship is present on campus,” she says.
“James Millikin was an entrepreneur, so it’s been part of our fabric from the
beginning.”
continued next page

continued from previous page

James Millikin’s vision for his new
university – to embrace the practical
side of learning along with the literary
and classical – was unique for its time
and remains at the heart of the university’s mission. Today, entrepreneurship
is increasingly becoming the bridge that
connects a traditional liberal arts education with the practical skills needed for
the professional world.
In many ways, gaining that practical, hands-on education has traditionally been easier for fine arts students,
but students in all fields of study derive
benefit as entrepreneurship continues to
evolve at Millikin.
Student Business Incubator:
The Hub provides fertile
ground for new businesses
Millikin does more than expose students
to entrepreneurship in the classroom
setting. With the 2009 opening of The
Hub, a new student business incubator,
the university is giving fledgling student
businesses a chance to soar.
The fortunate ones who land a spot
at The Hub enjoy dedicated office space
and common resources. The facilities
include a conference room, fax and copy
machines, presentation equipment and a
“think tank” area for creative inspiration,
all at little to no overhead cost, typically
for a six-month period.
Located near campus at 1135 W.
Wood Street, The Hub also houses
classroom space for training and guest
workshops by visiting entrepreneurial
leaders. Ongoing support from the
Center for Entrepreneurship is an added
bonus for tenants of The Hub.
“The Hub is a natural evolution of our
Art of Entrepreneurship initiative,” Alpi
says. “It’s been a vision of ours for a
long time.”
Interested students must apply for a
space, interview with staff from the Center for Entrepreneurship and complete
a detailed business plan that explains
their concept, describes the product or
service that will be offered, identifies the
market, projects financials and analyzes
competitors.

The incubator currently serves as
headquarters for three student-run businesses that work closely with Millikin’s
Center for Entrepreneurship. Current
tenants in The Hub include Energetic
Aesthetic, a graphic design business;
Chimp Studios, an iPhone game and application development company established by Andrew Schenk ’09; First Step
Records, a Millikin student-run record
label (see photo, below right); and the
newest tenant: Pipe Dreams Studio Theatre. Millikin’s Pipe Dreams experimental
theatre performances are in the process
of transitioning into an entirely studentrun theatre production company.
“It’s like a sanctuary for the entrepreneurial spirit,” says Andy Heise ’08,
program specialist for the Center for
Entrepreneurship. “It gives students a
safe place to run their businesses in the
early stages.”

Designing a business
from the ground up
No one appreciates that more than
Brady Rhoades ’09, the Hub’s first official tenant. The commercial art major
moved his business, ZeroEightConsulting, into the Hub the day after his May
2009 graduation.
“The first six months were a learning experience, a lot of trial and error,”
says Rhoades, whose original business
concept expanded from a focus on
design to a broader consulting focus on
all matters related to marketing: planning, writing, design, printing and web
development. According to Rhoades, his
business aims to serve a special niche
market that includes fellow entrepreneurs, small businesses and nonprofit
organizations.
“A lot of small businesses are closing
because they never had a good, welldesigned marketing plan, so
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Brady Rhoades ’09, owner of
ZeroEightConsulting, was the Hub’s
first official tenant.
we build a marketing plan for each client,” says Rhoades, who has moved his
growing business out of The Hub. “We
want to make money for our clients.”
Rhoades says his business began as
an idea and became more tangible in
November 2008 during an entrepreneurship class with Alpi. Fueled by a strong
concept and feedback from Alpi, his
assignment to create a business plan led
to serious discussions about starting
a small business design firm.
She encouraged Rhoades to enter a

national business plan contest, sponsored by the Self Employment in the
Arts organization. A second-place finish
helped seal his commitment to make
his business plan a reality, so Rhoades
began working closely with the Center
for Entrepreneurship in order to be
prepared post-graduation.
“The Center for Entrepreneurship
was always available to me, and the
staff have been mentors and guides to
me, both personally and professionally,”
Rhoades says.
With The Hub’s location near campus
and strong university support, Rhoades
is well aware of the value of having
direct access to an extensive network
through the university itself – staff,
faculty, students and alumni.
“The Hub gives you the space and
time to grow and stabilize your business,
and decide whether you can sustain the
business. It’s a huge help,” Rhoades
says. “I don’t think I’d be in business
right now if I couldn’t have extended my
stay at Millikin through The Hub.”
From the classroom
to the boardroom
At the center of all this activity is the
Center for Entrepreneurship. Millikin formally launched the Center in 1998 with
its first grant from the Coleman Foundation, which continues to support many

MU students work at First Step Records, a student-operated record label and publishing company that provides them with hands-on experience in the business of music.

What is an
Entrepreneur?
Entrepreneurs are many things: risktaking, creative, collaborative and
perhaps above all else, obsessed with
opportunity.
“Entrepreneurship is a way of thinking, reasoning and acting. It’s about
recognizing opportunities and taking
risks,” says Sharon T. Alpi, director of
Millikin’s Center for Entrepreneurship
and the Coleman Foundation Professor
of Entrepreneurship. “Everybody can be
entrepreneurial, but not everyone can
be an entrepreneur.”
Still, she points out that developing entrepreneurial skills can benefit
anyone, including those employed in the
more traditional career model.
“All businesses need to renew,” she
says. “Entrepreneurship is an attitude
of innovation.” She notes that it can
benefit a large employer as well as the
self-employed. •

continued from previous page

of Millikin’s entrepreneurial initiatives
today, including The Hub.
Prior to the launch of the Center for
Entrepreneurship, the Tabor School of
Business had a long history of working with the local business community
through SCORE, the volunteer arm of the
Small Business Administration that brings
retired business executives together with
student and faculty consulting teams to
assist local small businesses.
Today, the Center for Entrepreneurship has become a pivotal resource for
young Millikin entrepreneurs seeking
to grow their businesses. By maintaining strong relationships with students
and the business community, the center
acts as a powerful network to connect
students to the business world.
The Center is also the driving force
behind entrepreneurial education in the
classroom. In 1998, the same year the
center opened its doors, Millikin began
offering an academic concentration in entrepreneurship and added a major in the
field in 2005. A minor for non-business
majors became available in 2008.
“We wanted to provide academic support for entrepreneurship and a forum to
explore the role of entrepreneurs in the
world economy,” Alpi says. “Entrepreneurs are the major drivers of economic
development and net new job creation.”
To further expand this academic
emphasis on entrepreneurship, freshman
business students are now required to
develop business plans as part of their
“Introduction to Business” class. The
Center for Entrepreneurship also sponsors an annual Business Creation Challenge – a three-tiered competition that
judges business concepts, feasibility and
full business plans. Challenge winners receive a cash prize and can be nominated
to apply for a seed grant to start their
businesses from a fund established by
Larry and Anne Geddes Haab, both class
of 1959.
The Center’s staff is very clear on a
crucial point: entrepreneurial education
is not just for business students. “Ultimately, we want to expose everyone on

campus to entrepreneurial education,”
Heise says. “Anytime you’re dealing with
money, contracts, taxes or invoices,
you’re dealing with business.”
A catalyst to spread entrepreneurial
education across campus came in the
form of the Faculty Fellows in Entrepreneurship, a program that offers $5,000
grants to non-business professors to
sponsor outside speakers and projects
that promote entrepreneurship.
Millikin currently has seven Faculty
Fellows in Entrepreneurship with expertise ranging from biology and music
to theatre and English; all are helping
spread the gospel of entrepreneurship
and innovation.
The Art of Entrepreneurship
Not everyone is equipped for life as an
entrepreneur, but art students may have
a natural entrepreneurial edge.
“Fine arts students have always been
the owners of their own career,” Alpi
says. “Artists have a strong internal
locus of control. They’re not driven by
what other people think, they’re driven
by what they can do,” much like any
successful entrepreneur.
Artists typically begin performing and
creating in their field early and often.
They are accustomed to learning from
critiques of their work, which can build
the confidence needed to succeed. Much
like an entrepreneur, an artist’s creative
eye can take something that currently
exists and see it in a new light. These
natural traits combined with an entrepreneurial education can lessen the
likelihood of an art student becoming a
“starving artist.”
To leverage young artists’ natural entrepreneurial qualities, Millikin launched
the Arts & Entrepreneurial program, an
initiative that includes a series of classes
and hands-on learning opportunities in
student-run businesses. The program’s
keystone course, “The Art of Entrepreneurship,” is becoming increasingly
popular for a growing number of nonbusiness majors.
“The Art of Entrepreneurship class

taught me how to make it as an artist,” says Michael Mullan ’06, artist and
founder of Mullan Illustration. “It had a
pretty big effect on me and motivated me
to sell my art.” (Read more about Mullan
on page 12).
“It’s the business piece that’s always
been missing for the art students, so we
took the bull by the horns and made it
happen,” says Ed Walker ’85, chair of the
art department, who helped found the
Blue Connection, the student-run retail
art gallery in downtown Decatur. “It’s a
model of student ownership that is still
unique across the country.”
In business now for more than five
years, the Blue Connection is the product of a cross-functional collaboration
between the visual arts program and the
Tabor School of Business. The retail art
gallery is run entirely by students, from
board meetings to sales, marketing,
staffing and working with artists. It has
proven to be a powerfully effective learning laboratory.
Using that same model of student
ownership, Walker also helped found
Bronze Man Books, a student-run press,
with English professor Randy Brooks,
dean of the College of Arts & Sciences.
And in the works is the Carriage House
Press, a small print shop specializing in
letterpress printings.
“Initially, the students have a sense of
being thrown in the ocean without a life
preserver,” Walker says. “They have to
learn to embrace the ambiguity. Eventually, they start to see the bigger picture
and realize they are learning what it takes
to be successful in the business world.”
Those life lessons often relate to time
management, multitasking, communication and basic interpersonal and problemsolving skills as they navigate the daily
chaos of a real-world business venture.
Most importantly, students learn about
themselves and their career aspirations.
“Entrepreneurialism is about knowing
who you are, and what you will and
won’t do,” says Alpi. “You define yourself.
Don’t let your environment define you.” •

by Celeste Huttes ’88

Center for Entrepreneurship reaches beyond Big Blue borders
Millikin’s Center for Entrepreneurship
continually keeps an eye out for opportunities to spread entrepreneurial education
and prepare the entrepreneurs of today
and tomorrow. The center’s active outreach efforts extend beyond the borders
of campus to local youth, as well as existing small businesses.

YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Buzz on Biz
K-12 teachers learn how to integrate
entrepreneurship education into their
classrooms during this three-day training
program administered through a collaboration of the Center for Entrepreneurship
and the Illinois Institute for Entrepreneurship Education.
Junior Achievement
Titan Challenge
This competitive, realistic gaming
simulation lets Decatur-area high school
students test their skills at running a
business.
School After School Program
This twice-weekly program introduces
high school students to the concepts of
entrepreneurship and business.
High School Invitational Art Show
This opportunity allows area high school
students to showcase their talents and
gain real-world gallery experience in a
competitive environment.
Arts*Creativity*
Entrepreneurship (ACE)
Preceding the High School Invitational
Art Show, the ACE program is a series of
workshops and presentations hosted by
Millikin faculty and upperclassmen in Millikin’s art studios. ACE offers high school
students technical advice, as well as a
taste of the college experience.
CampCEO
This week-long residential summer camp
at Millikin gives high school students the
opportunity to experience firsthand the

challenges, rewards and dedication that
entrepreneurs live day to day. Students
develop skills in negotiation, sales,
customer service, leadership, problem
solving, networking, time management,
record keeping and public speaking.
Entrepreneurship Education
Summit (E-Summit)
This annual educational presentation
and discussion explores entrepreneurship’s importance to economic health
and how area teachers can bring
entrepreneurship into the classroom to
prepare future generations to perform
and compete in dynamic global settings.
iSMART Girls
Working in partnership with the Girl
Scouts of Central Illinois, this half-day
camp exposes sixth through eighth
grade girls to opportunities in science,
math, art and real-world technologies.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Millikin Regional Entrepreneurship
Network (MREN)
Through the Millikin Regional Entrepreneurship Network, the Center for
Entrepreneurship provides direct assistance, guidance and support services
to entrepreneurs and high-growth
businesses in 15 Central Illinois counties
so they may become viable, sustainable
and profitable.
SCORE
SCORE Chapter No. 296 has served the
Decatur area for more than 30 years as
part of a national nonprofit association.
Volunteer SCORE counselors, working with Millikin students and faculty,
provide area entrepreneurs guidance to
help their small businesses grow and
succeed.
First Step FastTrac
Designed for start-up and new businesses, First Step FastTrac is an educational
program created by entrepreneurs for
entrepreneurs.

Millikin-Decatur
Executives Association (MDEA)
MDEA advances the continuing education of members through regular meetings where topics of mutual concern are
explored to assist CEOs in developing
skills and acquiring information valuable
to leadership and future planning.
InDecatur Ventures
This venture capital fund is supported
by private investors seeking investment
opportunities in start-up and growthstage entrepreneurial companies in
the Decatur area.
Women Innovating
Successful Enterprises (WISE)
The purpose of the WISE program is
to provide educational and network
support to women entrepreneurs in
second-stage businesses. Support
includes educational programs, networking opportunities, connection to Millikin,
access to resources and internships. •
For more information about
Center for Entrepreneurship
activities, call 217-424-6296.

WITH YOUR SUPPORT
Information about giving to Millikin

Awards recognize mentors
More than 75 awards are given
each year at the April Honors Convocation ceremony, a Millikin tradition honoring outstanding students
and faculty. Many of the awards
and prizes given were established
over the past 100 years as a way
to remember the students, faculty,
staff and friends who have left a
lasting impression on the university,
including Paul Winn:
The Paul R. Winn Memorial
Achievement Award
This award was
established in
1980 by the
friends and
family of
Paul R. Winn
for outstanding
senior marketing
majors who display a passion for
the marketing field.
Winn was named professor of
marketing at Millikin in 1976 after
beginning his teaching career at
Illinois State University in 1971.
At Millikin, he conducted research
to help the university improve its
recruitment methods. After his unexpected death in 1978, his friends
and family established the award in
his memory.
Victoria J. Dudleston ’10 of
Sherman, Ill., was the most recent
recipient of the award. ●

Wedding day honors groom’s
father, a 1973 alumnus
A newly married couple commemorated their wedding day with a gesture in memory
of the groom’s father that will benefit Millikin students.
Drew Johnson, son of the late Thomas “T.J.” Johnson ’73 and Linda Anderson
Edmiston ’74, married Sydney Curran last Aug. 8 in Lake Charlevoix, Mich. In
honor of Drew’s late father and to show appreciation to their wedding guests, Drew
and Sydney made a gift in each guest’s name to the Thomas A. Johnson Memorial
Award at Millikin.
“We had such positive feedback from our guests about our donation to Tom’s
scholarship fund,” Edmiston says. “It really is a wonderful way to honor Tom and
make him a part of such a special time. I know he was there giving his blessing.”
Established by friends to memorialize Johnson, who died of cancer at age 36 in
1987, the award is presented annually during the university’s Honors Convocation
ceremony in recognition of an excellent trombone student. A trombone player himself, Johnson performed in Millikin’s jazz band as a student, and later performed in
the Decatur Big Band. He was a strong supporter of Millikin, serving on the alumni
board and pledge drives.
Rebekah D. Carlson of Decatur, who will be a sophomore this fall, is the most
recent recipient of the award. ● by Kate Eagler ’11

Getting to know you
Each spring, Millikin endowed scholarship donors and their recipients are offered the
chance to have lunch together at the Alumni and Development Center on campus.
For donors, it’s a chance to meet their recipients and hear firsthand how their scholarship gift to Millikin transformed the lives of these students. In turn, student recipients
have the opportunity to see the faces behind the scholarships and thank them for
their assistance in helping to make their education possible. Above, in a photo taken
at one of the luncheons this spring are, from left: Joan Avis, sponsor for the Duane
and Joan Avis Scholarship; Elizabeth Torres of Braidwood, Ill., an elementary education major with a concentration in mathematics; Nicole Zabrinas of Tinley Park, Ill., a
biology major with minors in chemistry and Spanish and a concentration in pre-medicine; Marek Rupar of Blue Island, Ill., a social science (secondary teaching) major;
and Duane Avis, scholarship sponsor. ●

.

On May 10, 2005, friends gathered at Decatur’s Lock Stock & Barrel for
one of several senior nights held during their final year at Millikin. Pictured
above are (seated, from left:) Megan Michelau and Courtney Condon Estes.
Standing: Melissa Anderson Peterson and Katy Fulk.

Here’s a shout-out to all 2005 alums ...
We know it doesn’t seem possible, but it’s
time for your five-year reunion! Catch up
with friends and classmates at this year’s
Homecoming celebration, Oct. 1–3.
So much happened during your four
years at MU! Remember these events?
• The candlelight vigil held in the arrival
court following the 9-11 terrorist attacks
• The arrival of current Millikin president
Douglas Zemke ’66, who took office in
July 2003 and will retire this December
• The first classes held in Leighty-Tabor
Science Center and the last classes
held in Mueller Hall
• Homecoming dances at the DISC
• Winery burgers and LSB Thursday
nights with the Jambulance
• Facebook’s debut right before finals
senior year – did you have trouble
tearing yourself away to study?
Editor’s note: Thanks to Courtney Condon
Estes and Danielle Peifer Lora, both ’05,
for their help in identifying their classmates, and to Courtney for sharing her
Millikin memories with us.

Blast from the Past
Taking time out from th
e revelry
for a friendly photo op
: Al
(left) and Mike Trura Kator
n.

On Nov. 3, 2004, these
short-timers sported special
T-shirts. From left:
Sarah Johnson Jacobs,
Megan Michelau,Emily
Boryszewski Burch and
Jennifer Blakeman.
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ALUMNI FEATURE

I

In just a few years, Sarah Parker Evans
’02 has become a nationally recognized
social media expert. Or to sum it up in
a “tweet,” the 140-word-or-less updates
that users post to the popular microblog,
Twitter: “Savvy PR pro seeks to help
others make the most of electronic communication tools.”
Evans (at right) is perhaps best
known on the national scene as the
moderator of Twitter’s #journchat, a live
weekly forum focused on the impact of
online and new media communications
on the news industry and used by journalists, bloggers and public relations
professionals nationwide. Participants
include communicators from CNN, The
New York Times and other media outlets, who share their tweet insights on
Monday nights from 7–9 p.m. (CST).
Evans also hosts and serves as guest
writer for the popular social media blog,
Mashable.com, and more than 42,000
people currently follow her on Twitter (@prsarahevans). In addition, she
helms her own budding public relations
company, Sevans Strategy, and shares
PR strategies at PRsarahevans.com. She
most recently worked with a local crisis
center to raise more than $161,000 in
three weeks.
In May, Evans was the guest speaker
at MU’s annual Chicago Business
Forum and Networking Luncheon:
“Business is a Contact Sport: Are You
Armed?” It was hosted by the Millikin
Club of Chicago.
Evans has always been interested in
emerging forms of social media, dating
back to junior high school.
“In junior high, I created a web
program – though that was the only program I have ever created,” she laughs.
“I really became focused on social media
at Millikin, where my friends and I used
instant messaging to communicate outside of class.”
Before launching her PR company,
Evans gained a solid base in the field,
first as manager of communications
and government relations at Advocate
Health Care followed by a stint as direc-

tor of public relations at Elgin Community College. Her own PR business
“grew organically,” she says. Evans
focused on building a business network,
creating her company until it demanded
full-time attention. “Eventually, I
couldn’t juggle a full-time job with my
own growing PR company,” she says.
A self-described “social media
freak,” Evans says, “I’ve made my
Twitter postings into a routine, always
looking for new information about PR,
media and technology.”
Her Twitter following has led to
recognition by print media. She was
featured in the February 2010 issue
of Vanity Fair magazine in an article
entitled, “America’s Tweethearts” and
Forbes magazine called her one of “14
Power Women to Follow on Twitter.”
Despite her love of electronic communication, Evans does set it aside occasionally to wind down and relax with
her husband, Trey Evans ’04, and their
dogs. “Sometimes I just need to shut
down,” she says.
Perhaps surprisingly, their relationship started the old-fashioned way, with
face-to-face communication. Evans met
her future husband at Millikin when she
returned to campus to see old friends
after graduating. “We met at the Woods
while I was visiting mutual friends, and
we ended up sitting outside and talking
the whole night,” she says.
Not surprisingly, Evans received
her bachelor’s degree in communication and says her time at MU gave her
a solid foundation in communication
theory.
“My favorite part of Millikin was
personally knowing my professors,” she
says. “The personal connections I made
there are still so valuable to me. I still
hang around with my MU friends.”
Although Evans’ schedule continues
to be jam-packed, she says her work has
simple roots. “I use social media to give
all my viewers the same experience,
even when they can’t be in attendance,”
she says. “It all comes back to connecting people.” 

So much
more than
a social
butterfly
This 2002 alum is a
nationally recognized
expert in social media.
by Carol Colby ’08
Evans has been recognized as:
• One of Forbes’ 14 Power Women
to Follow on Twitter
• One of Vanity Fair magazine’s
“Tweethearts”
• One of Invesp.net’s Top 100 Most
Influential Marketers of 2009
• One of eReleases.com’s 30 PR
Experts to Follow on Twitter
• A team member of the Guinness
Book World Record holding
#beatcancer team
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Chi-town gathering
Alumni and friends gathered for a career networking event
hosted by the Millikin Club of Chicago and Kyle Johnson
’96, at the Deloitte Conference Center. From left: Greg
Bueltmann, Craig Hayden, Caroline Edwards and Andrea
Dolejs Studzinski, all ’83.

Big Blue in St. Lou
In December, the men and women
Big Blue basketball teams competed
in St. Louis. Alumni and friends who
attended the games met up at the
Plaza Grill and Bar in Clayton, Mo.,
including junior basketball player
Beth Wellbaum’s parents, Kurt and
Nancy Wellbaum.

MU + IMEA = good times
Peter Manzi ’07, Holly Inman ’08, Jill Stephenitch ’07 and
Christopher Weisenborn ’08 were among the alumni who attended
the annual Illinois Music Educators Association (IMEA) conference
in Peoria, Ill., in February. The Millikin Men and Chamber
Chorale were featured choral groups during the conference.

Praise for the U Choir abounds
Hundreds of alumni and friends attended concerts as the University Choir toured
throughout the Midwest, including a stop in Nashville. Pictured from left: Clint Van
Grevenhof ’09, Brittney Dolan, Amy Hettinger ’08, Tony Marx ’08, Jesse Upah ’08,
Annie Kennedy ’09 and Stacey Randol ’09.

Upcoming Events
» Aug. 14

St. Louis – Millikin Day at Busch Stadium.
Join alumni and friends as the St. Louis
Cardinals take on top rival Chicago Cubs
at 3:10 p.m. We have 150 tickets for the
Redbird Row Party Suites. Cost is $130 per
person and includes a two-hour, all-you-caneat buffet and beverages of the adult and
non-adult variety.
Decatur area alumni: Let us do the driving! A
motorcoach from Decatur to St. Louis will
be available at an additional cost of $25 per
person and will leave Decatur at 11:30 a.m.

26

Spring 2010 Millikin Quarterly

» Oct. 1–3

On campus – 2010 Homecoming. Watch
for more information in the summer issue.
This year’s events include:
• Reunions for all alumni whose class
years end in 5 or 0.
• A celebration of the 40th anniversary
of the Millikin Athletic Hall of Fame.
• A special reunion for theatre alumni.
• A farewell reception honoring MU
President Doug Zemke ’66, and his
wife, Ellen. President Zemke will retire
this December.

For more information or to
RSVP, call the alumni office
toll free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM
(locally, dial 217-424-6383)
or e-mail alumnews@
millikin.edu.

ALUMNI PROFILE

Hollywood
Revisited
Greg Schreiner ’70 offers
glimpses of Old Hollywood
through performance and costume.

T

“The Dream Factory.” “The Magic Store.” Both names for
Hollywood in the Golden Age. This era may be ancient history for some, but for the cast of “Hollywood Revisited,” the
golden age of Hollywood is still alive.
Greg Schreiner ’70 is head of the costume department for
“Hollywood Revisited,” as well as the founder of the production. The costumes worn by the cast are all from Schreiner’s
private collection. Schreiner also provides accompaniment
on piano and satirical comments based on the given actor or
actress onstage.
Growing up in Orangeville, Ill., Schreiner was always fascinated with the glitz and glamour of Hollywood. As a youngster, he occasionally stayed up late to watch movies from the
1930s, ’40s and ’50s. He fell in love with these films, and they
became his motivation for going to Hollywood.
In 1979, he flew to Los Angeles to start graduate studies at
University of California – Los Angeles. As a hobby, he began
going to auctions and buying costumes and dresses from the
old Hollywood era. Before he knew it, he had more than 350
costumes and dresses in his collection.
“My very first costume was worn by Marilyn Monroe for
publicity,” he says. “It had originally been worn by actress
Gene Tierney in ‘On the Riviera’ and was designed by her
husband, Oleg Cassini. I fell in love with the construction of
this elaborate gown, its incredibly rich fabric and the fact that
two major stars had worn it.”
Eventually he collected 350 costumes worn by almost every
celebrity of the era, including Ginger Rogers, Mae West, Carole Lombard, Gene Kelly, and Fred Astaire. Schreiner knew
he could not let these beautiful costumes collect dust. So in
1985, he combined the training he’d received at Millikin, his
costumes, talented singers and dancers and created an elaborate movie tribute.
Today, the show is a compilation of movies where the
costumes first appeared. They play on a screen behind the
performers, and the actors on stage act out the same scene as it
was done in the movie.
“I am always struck with how much fun people have watching it,” says Schreiner. “I think we as an audience are longing
to return again to those glamorous days when movies were
really special and stars were really stars. And for those older

members of the audience, reliving the magical moments from
their favorite movies can be really exciting.”
Schreiner feels fortunate to have met some of the legends
featured in his show. “I have had the
opportunity to invite living stars, such
as Rhonda Fleming and Jane Russell, to
share memories of their careers during
my show. I have always been starstruck and this has really been a big
thrill for me,” he says.
This show has been praised by the
Los Angeles Times as “...a chance to
see the magic of old Hollywood come
to life,” and the Motion Picture and
Television Fund said “... we loved
your music, your singers and the
absolutely stunning costumes. Everything was so right!”
Schreiner also serves as curator of
special collections in the Hollywood
Museum at the Max Factor building.
“This gives me an opportunity to
display some of my collection to the Schreiner models a costume
public,” says Schreiner. “The museum worn by Steve Martin in the
is a wonderful blend of old and new movie musical, “Pennies
Hollywood with costumes, props and from Heaven.”
various artifacts from the entire history of cinema.”
For more information, visit www.hollywoodrevisited.com. ●
by Christina Veglio ’09
Live in the Decatur area?
Come see what the LA Times calls
“the magic of old Hollywood come to life.”
Schreiner will bring “Hollywood Revisited” to
Decatur’s Lincoln Square Theatre this fall.
For more information, visit
www.lincolnsquaretheatre.com.
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College of Fine Arts

Support
the arts
Patrons
Society

The College of Fine Arts Patrons
Society was created to benefit
Millikin students participating in
nearly 20 fine arts degree programs.
Yearly membership dues provide
budget support and help create
special projects which might
otherwise go unfunded, including
visiting professorships, programs and
professional student opportunities.

Members receive:
 regular updates about upcoming
programs.
 advance notice of special ticket
offers and invitations to artist
lectures and receptions.
 invitations to special events held
in conjunction with appearances
by Millikin fine arts students and
alumni around the country.
 semi-annual issues of the Patrons
Society newsletter, “Spotlight.”
For more information, visit
www.millikin.edu/academics/cfa/
Pages/PatronSociety.aspx.
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Alumni: Sign up today for a
Millikin e-mail account.
It’s your free gift from the class of 2008!
Now you can
proudly show the
world you are a
Millikin alum
whenever you send or
receive e-mails. Each
account features the
millikin.edu extension following a first
initial/last name-alum
format whenever possible. For example, a
George Smith might
have the e-mail address gsmith-alum@
millikin.edu, although
exceptions must be
made in the case of
duplicates.

For more information, visit www.millikin.edu/alumni, or call the
alumni office toll-free at (217)-JMU-ALUM. Locally, dial 217-424-6383.

Are you on our e-mail list?

K

eep up on the latest Millikin news with Out of the Blue, the
monthly online alumni and friends newsletter! Send your e-mail
address to alumnews@millikin.edu and start getting monthly newsletters that include upcoming alumni events in addition to news about
MU – sent directly to you! And don’t forget to let us know if your e-mail
address changes.
Can’t wait for the next issue? View current and past issues at
www.millikin.edu/alumni/outoftheblue.
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Building
a dream

W

When Dave Polovina ’71 phoned a stranger at the University
of North Florida in 1982, he was hoping to connect with a fellow Millikin alum. That call and that connection eventually led
to his 2010 induction into the UNF Athletics Hall of Fame.
Hailing from Calumet City, Ill., Polovina played four years
of Millikin football, majoring in physical education and biology. During his senior year, he captained the Big Blue’s first
winning team since 1963.
After graduating in 1971, Polovina went on to earn a
master’s degree in physical education at Indiana University.
He and his wife, Linda Talaga Polovina ’71, then headed to
Florida to pursue coaching and teaching jobs.
His first stop was in 1972 at Fletcher High School in Neptune Beach, Fla., where he taught and coached football.
As his family grew to include two daughters, Polovina
struggled with the hours teaching and coaching required, so in
1978 he shifted into a sales position at Hunt-Wesson Co. After
three successful years, including earning the company’s top
salesman honor in 1979, he had an opportunity to move up in
the business. He declined.
“In a big company, if you want to move up you have to
move out,” Polovina says. “But the Jacksonville Beach area
is a phenomenal place to raise a family and we didn’t want to
leave, so I started looking for a career that would give me a
little more freedom.”
Polovina found his calling in 1981 in the insurance industry.
Today, he’s the president of All Florida Insurance Services,
Inc. in Atlantic Beach, Fla.
Early in Polovina’s insurance career, a boss gave him some
advice that would change his life.
“He told me to find something I was passionate about and
get involved in the community,” Polovina says.
In 1982, a local newspaper announced that UNF was starting an athletics program with Millikin graduate Bruce Grimes
’61 at the helm as its first athletic director. Hoping to make a
new friend, Polovina arranged to meet Grimes for coffee.
“During our conversation, we talked about my high school
teaching and coaching background and he said I had to help
him start an athletic booster club,” Polovina recalls.
From Grimes’ perspective, there couldn’t have been a better
advocate for UNF’s new athletic endeavors.
“Dave was supporting the program from the start because he
believed in its vision and mission,” says Grimes, a member of
the Big Blue Athletic Hall of Fame. “It’s much easier to join a

This 1971 alum’s passion for athletics helped
lay foundation for a college’s sports program.
program that is established, but he saw the opportunity to be a
part of building a tradition where none existed.”
The Osprey Club’s first fund-raising goal in 1983 was just
$5,000. The group used a flip chart for a marketing piece.
“On one page was a young man looking over a blank field
with the words ‘I have a dream’ and on the next page was an
old man holding the hand of a young boy looking out over an
expanse of arenas and athletic fields that read, ‘I was part of
the foundation of this program’,” Polovina says. “We were
selling a dream.”
UNF Ospreys Athletics’ original three-sport program has
grown to 16 varsity offerings and NCAA Division I status.
Even after Grimes moved on, Polovina stayed involved
in the Osprey Club, and this February, he was rewarded with
induction into the UNF Athletics Hall of Fame.
“I was never that good of an athlete, and I never wore a
UNF jersey, but I was thrilled that they noticed and appreciated all the hard work we did in the last 28 years,” Polovina
says. “To think that years from now there will be kids playing
on facilities I was part of the foundation of … rarely do people
get to be in on the ground floor of anything that will affect
lives like that.”
As a founder of The Osprey Club, Polovina has served on
the executive board since the club formed in 1982, including
two terms as president. He has been instrumental in establishing scholarships and funds for the construction of new athletic
facilities. The Dave Polovina Endowed Baseball Scholarship
was established in his honor.
“Dave’s total love and support for Osprey athletics has never waned and he continues to be an incredible ambassador,”
Grimes says. “Dave is a loyal friend and a worthy selection to
the Hall of Fame.”
Polovina attributes much of his success in Florida to the
four years he spent at Millikin. “I could never have had the life
that I have now without [MU football coach] Skip Mathieson,
and Millikin giving me the chance for a great education,” he
says. “Thanks to Millikin, I’m having the life I never thought
I’d have.” • by Julie Farr DeLima ’99
Above left: Polovina with his wife, Linda Talaga Polovina ’71,
and their daughters, Erica and Rachel.

Hoping to make a new friend, he arranged
to meet Bruce Grimes ’61 for coffee.
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Estate planning. Simplified.
Visit Millikin’s planned giving guide at
www.millikin.edu/alumni/investmentgiving:

• Find tools to assist you with estate planning.
• Discover ways to give.
• Explore opportunities to receive immediate
tax benefits.
Call Anne-Marie Berk, director of major gifts,
at 217-424-3593 for more information.

What’s happening?
What’s new? Here’s your chance to let your Millikin friends know what you’ve
been doing lately. Have you moved? Been promoted? Have you become a parent
or spouse? Share your news now and watch for it in an upcoming issue of Millikin
Quarterly. Don’t forget to let us know your current address and please include a
recent photograph of yourself if possible (we’ll print the photograph with your
news item if space permits). Please print.
Name

Here’s my news (please attach
separate sheet if necessary):

Class year

Maiden name (if applicable)
Spouse’s name
													
Your home address

(if applicable)

City

Zip

State

Class year

Your home phone
Your cell phone
Mail form to : Alumni Relations
Office, Millikin University,
1184 West Main St., Decatur, IL
62522-2084. Or fax this page to
217-424-3755.

Your place of employment and job title

Spouse’s place of employment and job title

Need to update your contact info?
Visit www.millikin.edu/alumni.
Your work phone
Fax

Home Work

E-mail address
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The best of
both worlds

A

Art and technology: a world apart from each other, but together,
the two can create a plethora of possibilities. Just ask Scott
Ganyo ’92. Drawing on his experience in both worlds, this
successful actor, producer and software consultant recently
started his own independent film company.
Teaching himself how to program an Apple computer in
elementary school was the start of his interest in technology.
Years later, Ganyo graduated from Millikin with a major in
management information systems. However, before graduating, Ganyo changed his major five times before he discovered
his path.
“I was definitely an actor and a performer growing up,”
Ganyo says. “I was always involved in plays and musicals,
both in school and community theaters. Some of my best
memories are of those performances.”
Prior to going back into the entertainment field, Ganyo
worked as one of the first employees of Interactive Intelligence. He and his coworkers helped move the company
towards its successful initial public offering in 1999. Ganyo
was also one of the chief technologists and founders of
eTapestry, an Internet application service provider, and helped
build Moongate Technologies, a consulting company, from the
ground up as vice president of operations.
However, it wasn’t until the last few years that he felt a
strong pull to be a professional entertainer.
From that point on, Ganyo acted in different roles on and
off stage, even appearing as an extra in “The Dark Knight.” He
also became a regular member of the improvisational group
ComedySportz. Now in high demand, Ganyo has had leading
roles in many independent films and produced his first awardwinning film, “First They Came For,” with the help of Karmic
Courage Productions and his own company, Imp Films.
“I have set up a company, Ganyo Enterprises, to manage my
various endeavors and have recently started a production company, Imp Films, under that umbrella to organize the projects I
produce,” he says. “A common thread is ‘projects.’ Once you
leave behind the idea of a salary, all work is done on a project basis.”
Imp Films is an independent film production company that
currently has many projects in development. The company

Producer, actor, software consultant ... this 1992
alum does it all and loves what he does.
allows him to produce his own films as well as help others
develop their projects.
“I recently co-produced a short film with Cinephreak
Pictures called ‘Obsolescence,’ (now in post-production) that
I plan to expand to either a series or feature film,” he says. “I
also have a sci-fi adventure/comedy series in development that
I hope will go into production in the next few months. And
I’m working on developing a couple of ideas into television
series pitches. It’s been very exciting and gratifying to have the
opportunity to create new entertainment.”
Ganyo’s degree in business helped him in the technology
market by allowing him to move up in companies at a young
age. Now, he owns his own company while doing what he
loves on the side.
“Millikin was a fantastic place to learn and finish ‘growing
up,’” he says. “I had a blast adjusting to life on my own in the
friendly, safe environment of a small campus. Having a degree
in business helped give me a baseline understanding and
confidence in business that allowed me to jump-start my work.
To have those experiences tempered by my education, Millikin
gave me a fantastic grounding for both sides of my brain.”
Two years ago, with the support of his wife and two daughters, Ganyo and his family moved from Indianapolis to Los
Angeles to pursue his career in entertainment. Now a producer
and software consultant with many projects in the making,
Ganyo looks forward to seeing what is next.
“I’ve never felt like I was trying to prove anything to anybody regarding my career. I’ve always blazed my own trails
and followed my own dreams. I believe if you love what you
do and pour your passion into it, you will be successful,” he says.
Visit scottganyo.com for more information about his upcoming films. ●
“I’ve never felt like I was trying to prove anything
to anybody regarding my career. I’ve always blazed
my own trails and followed my own dreams. I believe
if you love what you do and pour your passion into it,
you will be successful.”
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Just the Beginning
continued from page 15

national championships in 1928, 1932 and 1945. Wiley College defeated Florida A&M in the 1945 Orange Blossom Classic, giving Fred his fourth and final national championship,
but there was great tragedy amidst the triumph. During the
first quarter of the game, as Wiley scored its first touchdown,

A 1916 Millikin football game

Harry, who had been assistant coach at Wiley since taking
over the college’s biology department in 1929, died of a heart
attack on the sidelines. Fred left Wiley in 1948 and coached at
Prairie View and Texas College before returning to Wiley for a
second time, ending his coaching career there in 1965.
On Nov. 11, 1961, Fred’s Wiley football team defeated the
Ace Mumford-coached Southern University team 21-19. The
NCAA still lists this game as the first in collegiate history
where two coaches with over 200 victories faced each other.
Fred died in March 1966 in Texas at age 72.
In addition to last year’s Trailblazer award, Fred is honored
in several halls of fame. He was already a member of the
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) Hall
of Fame when he was inducted as a charter member of the
Millikin Athletic Hall of Fame in 1970, and he was named to
the Texas Black Sports Hall of Fame in 1996 and the Southwestern Athletic Conference Hall of Fame in 2001. ●

The Burning Question
continued from page 10

Cultural expectations to marry and have children are a
strong influence in most societies – one that remains unquestioned by many. For those who do think carefully about the
number of children they want to have, the prevailing view is
that this is either a personal or an economical issue – not a
moral one.
But from an ethical perspective, I believe every would-be
parent should consider the long-term impact of the number of
children they choose to have and ask themselves how they can
lessen their family’s impact on the world.
Our daily decisions about food also can have a huge impact
on the environment. For example, the seemingly harmless decision to eat a McDonald’s hamburger may not be so harmless
to the Earth. With this choice, you may be consuming meat
that has been shipped all the way from Brazil, where the rain
forest is being razed to create cattle farms to supply beef to
large corporations.
If instead you order a salad or cook a hamburger at home
using free-range, organic beef purchased from local farmers,
you are making a healthier choice for yourself and the planet.
When I was growing up, livestock and crops were raised in a
much more natural way, and there was a wisdom in this that
we are beginning to rediscover. What you put on your plate
is a moral decision. Three times a day you’re voting for what
kind of Earth you want.
Sadly, we Americans often fail to ask ourselves these tough
questions. We are even quick to point the finger at people
living in poor countries and say they have a need to limit
the number of children they bring into the world or that they
should practice better care in guarding natural resources when
planting and harvesting crops. However, many of us fail to acknowledge an incontrovertible and troubling truth: Americans
are far more damaging to the world than people in developing
32
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countries, because
we use a disproportionate amount
of the world’s
resources.
Consider these
disturbing facts
from the Sierra
Club:
With less than
5 percent of world
population, the
U.S. uses onethird of the world’s
paper, a quarter of
the world’s oil, 23
percent of the coal,
27 percent of the aluminum and 19 percent of the copper. Our
per capita use of energy, metals, minerals, forest products,
fish, grains, meat and fresh water dwarfs that of people living
in the developing world. In most consumer categories, we
rank highest even among industrial nations, by a considerable
margin. Our fossil fuel consumption is double that of the average resident of Great Britain; two and a half times that of the
average Japanese. Our 5 percent of world population is also
responsible for a full 50 percent of the world’s solid waste.
It’s clear that we must recognize the global impact of our
actions and decide to make sacrifices today to provide for
future life on this planet. We can no longer afford to remain
unconscious about the way we live our lives. I believe that we,
as individuals and a society, have a moral obligation to protect
the Earth’s resources so that future generations can meet their
basic needs and enjoy the benefits found in nature. ●
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Can you
picture this?

A

Although Chad Mitchell ’96 of Forsyth, Ill., started his career
in marketing and advertising, his professional path really came
into focus when he developed his interest and eye for photography.
“As part of my advertising career, I started shooting product
photos and in 2000, I started photographing people,” he recalls.
When he realized that he loved taking photos, he became a
part-time photographer in addition to his full-time day job in
2003. Then in 2006, he focused on the big picture and quit his
day job to expand Chad Mitchell Photography.
To achieve a successful business, Mitchell relied on his
networking skills.
“Word of mouth goes a long way,” he says. “The first wedding I did was for a friend. At that wedding, I got leads for
other weddings and for a senior photo shoot. And the work
just followed after that.”
Then in 2007, Mitchell was asked to take “before” pictures
of overweight Decatur high school students as part of a summer health-oriented reality show, “Student Body.”
“To see my photos on a national TV show was incredible,”
he says. “I gave myself a mental high-five!”
But dream jobs like that don’t come along every day. So
Mitchell draws on his experience and education in marketing
to grow his business.
“As a photographer, I market myself,” he says. “Honestly, it
takes me back to what I learned at Millikin.”
While at Millikin, Chad completed a book-publishing
internship with his adviser, Dr. Randy Brooks, professor of
English and now dean for the College of Arts & Sciences. He
calls that experience inspirational. “That internship became a
model for me when I started my own business,” Mitchell says.
And business is booming, thanks in part to Mitchell’s
decision to take his portrait photography in a “trashy” new
direction. His “Trash the Dress” shots feature women in bridal,
prom and other fancy gowns doing their best to, well, trash
their special day finery. So where did he get this idea?
“Eight or 10 years ago, I photographed a bride whose mother
was a wedding gown designer,” he remembers. “She made two
gowns because they were going to have two ceremonies – one
in Georgia so the bride’s brother in the military could attend,

1996 alum finds success in bringing
a fresh eye – and sometimes paint! –
to his photographic subjects.
and the other one back home in Illinois.”
Since she had an extra dress, they
decided to do something unique with
some of her photos.
“We took several shots in her beautiful, ornate white gown by and on the
railroad tracks in an industrial area. The
contrast of all that white and formality
against the dirty, industrial area makes
her really pop out of the scene,” he says.
Soon after, he photographed a recently divorced woman moving on with her life by trashing the
dress worn at her nuptials. And the idea took off from there.
“It’s amazing how that’s exploded,” Mitchell says. In fact, his
“Trash the Dress” shots have become very popular items in his
portfolio, with newer, messier versions developing all the time.
While some of his models are photographed in formal wear
dripping with motor oil, chocolate syrup or paint (see Molly
Pawsey, Millikin’s living-learning community coordinator,
above left), others sport a more seasonal look.
“Last winter, we photographed a ‘bride’ surrounded by
snow near an old fence,” he says. “I also did one where the
‘bride’ was sledding at a local golf course.”
Mitchell likes to approach his business photography from a
different angle as well, and he shoots everything from shoes to
radar guns to seed corn.
“I like to experiment and go outside of the norm for Central
Illinois,” he says. “I like the diversity – it helps keep it all fresh.”
Assisting him in the business is his college sweetheart and
wife, Gail Burrus Mitchell, also ’96. The couple have two
children, Taylor, 10, and Pete, 7.
Coming off his best business year ever, Mitchell looks forward to a future of helping clients preserve special times and
happy memories while doing what he loves best.
“It’s almost like being a florist,” he says. “It’s always a
good situation when you’re taking wedding shots or doing
senior pictures. And I love taking family portraits and bringing
people together. Every aspect is fulfilling to my soul.” ●
by Margaret Friend
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Sowing
the seeds

F

Faith and action. For John Wessel-McCoy ’98, they’re a powerful combination.
He recalls seeing that power at work when he was a high
school student growing up in Decatur. It was the early 1990s
when workers at Caterpillar, Staley and Bridgestone/Firestone were walking the picket lines. Though the strikes didn’t
impact him personally, he saw the toll that labor unrest was
taking on the community. And he saw something else.
“The experience gave me my first insights into social justice work,” Wessel-McCoy says. “I was inspired by the leadership and actions of solidarity with the workers demonstrated
by local religious leaders. Their example taught me that faith
and action have to come together.”
For the past 15 years, he’s been putting that lesson into
practice. First, he participated in the university’s program with
the Urban Life Center in Chicago as a Millikin religion student, and after graduating from Union Theological Seminary,
he’s a project organizer for the Poverty Initiative in New York,
where he lives with his wife, Colleen, and their 16-month-old
son, Myles (pictured above with his dad and some friends).
The Poverty Initiative was founded in 2004 at Union
Theological Seminary with the mission of building a social
movement to end poverty. Wessel-McCoy explains that the
most successful way for this to happen is for the leaders of the
movement to come from the ranks of those most affected, the
poor. But where do those who are struggling with poverty find
the resources and support to start a social movement? That’s
where the Poverty Initiative and its cornerstone program, the
Poverty Scholars Program, come in, he says.
“The Poverty Initiative has developed a broad network of
grass roots organizations led by poor people themselves,”
Wessel-McCoy says.
“They’re emerging leaders who come out of different
struggles, such as housing, labor and health care. The Poverty
Initiative serves as a supportive hub for these groups and their
leaders to come together to learn from each other and to build
relationships. Our goal is to develop this emerging leadership
and give them real tools for thinking and acting strategically.
There will never be an adequate response to the many issues
people face until they unite in a broad social movement that

This 1998 alum puts his faith into action
working with New York’s Poverty Initiative.
goes beyond the boundaries of particular issues, particularly
communities or particular geographic locations.”
Wessel-McCoy notes that throughout U.S. history, from the
abolition of slavery to voting rights for women to the struggle
for civil rights, those most affected by the social problem had
to be at the forefront. It’s no different in the fight against poverty, he says: “Clear, committed and competent leaders from
the ranks of those most affected must emerge if the effort is to
be successful. To put it another way, how successful do you
think the women’s suffrage movement would have been if it
was led by men?”
History is the best example for him. “In my lifetime, I’ve
never seen a social movement,” Wessel-McCoy says. “The
toughest part of the work is having faith in something you
haven’t seen yourself.” But Wessel-McCoy finds inspiration in
working alongside people like Willie Baptist, the coordinator
of the Poverty Scholars Program, formerly a homeless father
who grew up in Watts, Calif., before spending 40 years working among the poor as a community organizer.
To Wessel-McCoy, it’s no mistake that the Poverty Initiative
is based at Union Theological Seminary, a place that develops
religious leadership.
“Every major social movement in U.S. history has had
faith as an integral part of its formation in terms of the moral
language that framed the issues and in shaping the leaders’
own personal commitment,” he says. “The more I’ve become
engaged in the work here, the more I see the power of faith
and action. The people I work with are sowing the seeds, and
that’s where real change comes from.” •
				
by Cathy Good Lockman ’79
According to the Census Bureau, 39.8 million people in
the U.S. lived in poverty in 2008, up from 37.3 million
in 2007. To learn more about how you can support
efforts to end poverty in your own community and
across the country, visit www.povertyinitiative.com.
To read an article about Millikin student efforts to combat homelessness in the Decatur area, turn to page 5.
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Continuing the family legacy
Winter 2009 graduates celebrate with
their alumni relatives at Commencement.
1

2

3

5

4

6

7

1. Tom Fowle with mother Carletta Kunz Fowle ’78. 2. Anthony Mansur with mother Cathy Whisler Johns Mansur ’91. Not pictured:
great uncle Joe Doolin ’70, great aunt Jan Stedelin Doolin ’73, cousin Courtney Greene Ferriell ’07, cousin Robert Ferriell ’07 and aunt
Jodi Ferriell ’91. 3. Matthew Gomez with sister Erin Gomez O’Donnell ’07. 4. Evan Mitchell with aunt Gail Burrus Mitchell ’96 and uncle
Chad Mitchell ’96. 5. Anna Hotwick with sister-in-law Lynsey Miller Hotwick ’11, brother Jason Hotwick ’05, mother Nancy Hotwick,
administrative assistant in the Registrar’s Office, brother Nathan Hotwick ’02 and brother Joseph Hotwick ’07. Not pictured: fiancée
Andrew Boyd ’06. 6. Chip Wallen, PACE commencement speaker, with father-in-law Bob Campbell ’74 and mother-in-law Carol Bailey
Campbell ’74. Not pictured: sister Robin Wallen Noble ’96 and brother-in-law Dana Noble ’96. 7. Danielle Fields, Millikin’s payroll clerk,
with brother Roy Riley ’07 and his fiancée Elsie Riddle ’07.
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A learning
experience

L

Life has its twists and turns, as Jeff Piskulic ’01 of Chile has
discovered. A mortgage analyst turned English teacher, Jeff has
discovered that change can be a good thing.
“I had been ready to make a move out of the mortgage
industry for quite some time but I really didn’t know what I
wanted to do,” Piskulic says. “I thought about grad school, but
I didn’t want to get a master’s degree in something I wasn’t
entirely sure I had a passion for.”
After studying in London during fall semester of his senior
year at Millikin, Piskulic did know one thing: He wanted to
live in another country. Since that first trip, he has traveled to
Europe many times, but it wasn’t until a vacation with a group
of friends that he realized his dream destination.
“I came to Chile in March 2008 for a couple of weeks with
some friends on vacation – it was my first time in South America – and that was when I discovered a brand new continent to
explore,” he says. “I decided it was the place for me.”
So, after eight years, Piskulic gave up his job in Chicago
and moved to Chile, earning his Teaching English as a Foreign
Language (TEFL) certification during his first month there.
“After receiving my certification, I began working at Grant’s
English, an institute that specializes in teaching English at
businesses, particularly to business executives,” he says.
Piskulic has taught at two of the major banks in Chile and at
LAN, the main airline in South America. He now works teaching English for DyS, the largest grocery store chain in Chile.
“Wal-Mart recently purchased 60 percent of the company,
so now there are many employees that need to learn English to
correspond with Wal-Mart in the U.S. and around the world,”
he says.
He also teaches a few classes a week at an all-girls Catholic
high school in Santiago.
“I enjoy teaching in the high school setting, since it’s a different challenge from teaching English to adults during their
workday,” says Piskulic.
The biggest challenge Piskulic has encountered since moving to Chile was discovering a more complicated language
barrier than he had anticipated. As a result, he found that he

This 2001 alum traveled to Chile for the
continuing educational experience of a lifetime.
needed to become a student, too.
“I am studying Spanish daily, and I have improved vastly
from when I first arrived, but it still can be frustrating sometimes,” he says. “Also, Chileans are known to speak some of
the fastest Spanish, within which they have their own entire
language of slang, so that certainly doesn’t make things easier.”
Piskulic plans to remain in Chile until this December, but
after that, his future is a little uncertain.
“There is no work teaching English here in January or
February because it’s summertime and everyone goes on vacation,” he explains.
He may decide to return to the U.S. to attend graduate
school, but his love for Chile will make it hard to leave.
“I’m really enjoying my experience here, so I certainly
don’t want to leave anytime soon,” he says. “For now I’m
enjoying my new job and the free time I have to relax, travel,
read and study Spanish.” ●
by Lindsey Compton ’12

Top left: Piskulic at Machu Picchu, an Inca site in Peru;
above, in Santiago atop Cerro Santa Lucia.
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CLASS NOTES

That’s news to us!

Tying the knot? Expecting the pitter patter of tiny feet? We’d love to help
share your news in the Quarterly! While we can’t print news about
anticipated weddings or babies, let us know when your plans become a
reality by filling out the What’s Happening form in this issue or submit
your news online at www.millikin.edu/alumni/classnotes and we
will announce it to your classmates.

Don’t forget to send your wedding photos to MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu.

Something old, something new,
something borrowed, something Big Blue!
A big shout out to these alumni couples for sharing their wedding joy with their Millikin friends and family!

Sara Krows and Jason Walstrom, both ’03, Sept. 19. (see wedding announcement in full issue.)

First row, from left: Karen Maurer Krows ’68, Kate Trost ’03, Kevin Krows ’82, Karen Selby Frahlman ’83, Theresa
Collora Ory ’03 (holding son, Brennen), Janet Hurd Kelsheimer ’74, Paul Selby ’81.
Second row, from left: Susan Krows Barbee ’82, Alex Krows ’09, Katie Harp Anderson ’03, Fred Krows ’72, Cheryl
Elliot ’07, Sara Krows Walstrom ’03 (bride), Jason Walstrom ’03 (groom), Michelle Parr ’03, Aileen McEnaney Hoffman ’03, Aaron Boettcher ’03, Jeff Sakata ’03, Matt Whitsett ’03, Jake Thurm ’03, David Hess ’03.
Third row, from left: Terry Trost ’03, Shaun Anderson ’03, Charlie Warman ’03, Brett Linn ’04, Tim Tolle ’03, Robert
Dobbs ’03, Phil Schneider ’04, Flint Ory ’03.
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Saturday, Aug. 14

Redbird Row

Millikin Day
VS.

Join alumni and friends as the St. Louis Cardinals take on
top rival Chicago Cubs at 3:10 p.m.
We’re in the Redbird Row Party Suites (right field,
Rooms 208, 209, 210) at Busch Stadium.

Cost is $130 per person and includes a two-hour,
all-you-can-eat buffet with complimentary
adult and other beverages.
*Note to Decatur-area baseball fans: Let us do the
Tickets & Info
driving! Sign up for our motorcoach from Decatur to
Alumni Office
St. Louis for only $25 per person. Bus departs from
Toll-Free: 1-877-568-2586
E-mail: alumnews@millikin.edu Millikin at 11:30 a.m. on game day.

Andrew Fueger ’04 and Oksana Fueger, May 23.

First row, from left: Katie Raffaelli ’03, Stephanie Fueger ’06, Oksana Fueger (bride), Andrew Fueger ’04
(groom), Adam Krebs ’04, Michael Brix ’04, Hunter Samuelson future class of ’26, Karla Samuelson ’05.
Second row, from left: Kathy Smetts Fueger ’74 (mother of groom), Tim Wingenbach ’05, Katie Anderson ’03,
Ben Hood ’03, John Fueger ’06, Pat Smith ’04, Erik “Bagel” Schlegel ’04, Joey Samuelson ’04.
Third row, from left: Jean Strasser ’77, Mike Pfeifer ’04, Mike Gardiner ’04, Sean Fahey ’04, Jessica Ambrose
’05, Teddy Bliefnick ’04, Joe Mallory ’02, Shaun “Doogie” Anderson ’03, Matt Whitsett ’03, Brett Linn ’04, Brett
“BWills” Williams ’04, Robby Dobbs ’03.

Submit your wedding photo to our online wedding album: www.millikin.edu/alumni/weddingdex.
Wedding party photos must feature Millikin alumni for eligibility (see above for an example). Don’t forget to
include the name and class year of each Millikin alum pictured, and be sure to include the date of your wedding.
Submitted wedding photos will be included in our online wedding album and each quarter, one of those recently
received will be featured in Millikin Quarterly magazine.
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MY TURN

Is it the end times
for newspapers?

We’ve all been bombarded by the national media for months
with the conventional wisdom that newspapers are a dying
product, victims of the Internet, and will soon go the way of
the horse and plow.
Evidence cited includes the 2009 death of The Rocky Mountain News in Denver and The Post-Intelligencer in Seattle.
In addition, at least seven media companies filed for bankruptcy protection in the past year, including The Star-Tribune
Co. in Minneapolis, Philadelphia Inquirer and Daily News and
the Tribune Co. in Chicago. The Tribune Co. alone owns eight
newspapers, including The Los Angeles Times, the Chicago
Tribune, The Baltimore Sun and The Hartford Courant. Other
newspapers, such as The Detroit News and Detroit Free Press,
have cut home delivery to three days a week. Surely, the apocalypse for newspapers can’t be far off.
But like much conventional wisdom, this has as many holes
in it as Swiss cheese.
The vast majority of newspapers are in fairly good financial
shape today. Of the 1,300 or so daily newspapers in America,
at least 80 percent of them are earning pre-tax profits between
10 and 20 percent, with cash flow margins of 15 to 25 percent. This compares with the net earnings of Decatur’s Archer
Daniels Midland Co. for the last fiscal year of $1.7 billion,
or 2.4 percent, on revenues of $69.2 billion. Even with the
recession and a steady decline in advertising, newspapers still
earn higher profit margins than 90 percent of all the companies
listed on the New York Stock Exchange – not bad for a dying
business. They just aren’t earning what they’ve enjoyed for
years – 25 to 40 percent pre-tax margins.
Hundreds of medium-sized and small-sized dailies – more
than half with circulations of 20,000 or less – are the lifeblood
of communities, without which people can’t get any substantive local news. Years ago, local television stations abandoned

any pretense of reporting on serious local issues, relying instead
on a coverage formula of crime, crashes, festivals, parades and
weather reports to attract viewers. They have few reporters and
use the local newspaper as their main source of news.
Most of the local merchants still advertise in these community newspapers for two simple reasons – they get results
and there are few other good options. This will continue for the
foreseeable future, making it likely that these hundreds of newspapers will be around long after all of us are gone.
Many of these successful dailies are the top financial performers for the large media companies that own them. Without
these dailies, those companies would be in even worse financial
shape.
The Internet has been a key factor in the decline of the large
newspapers, stealing some advertising revenue as well as readers who get their news for free on the papers’ websites instead
of subscribing. In addition, advertising revenue also has been
hammered by the Great Recession.
But for many large newspaper companies, their own mismanagement has been a big factor in their decline as they piled
up huge debt in making questionable acquisitions.
Examples are plentiful. The most outrageous transaction
involved Chicago mogul Sam Zell, who buried the Tribune
Co. in $8.5 billion in debt when he acquired it in 2007. At the
time, the Tribune Co. was generating about $1.2 billion in cash
flow, a lot of money but not enough to service the debt. Then
up popped the recession and declining revenues. Less than two
Mike Waller ’63, a former editor of The Kansas City Star
and Times and The Hartford Courant, is the retired
publisher of The Baltimore Sun and a member of
Millikin’s Board of Trustees.

“Like much conventional wisdom, this has as many holes in it as Swiss cheese.”
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years later, in December 2008, the Tribune Co. was $13 billion in debt and filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection,
the judicial purgatory in which it still remains. Yet the Tribune
Co. produced a cash flow of at least $750 million in 2009.
Making matters worse, Zell hired broadcast and marketing executives who were as clueless about the newspaper
business as he was to make all key decisions. Their solution
to the recession was to cut out the heart of the newspaper by
butchering the news staff. That severely reduced substantive
reporting, which is costly but vital in holding public officials accountable and informing readers on matters of public
policy.
The Hartford Courant, with a news and editorial staff of
388 journalists in 1994, has been whacked to about 125 journalists. The Baltimore Sun, with a news staff of 425 and six
foreign bureaus in 1998, now has about 150 journalists and
no foreign bureaus. The Los Angeles Times, with more than
1,000 journalists in 2000, has been cut by nearly 40 percent.
In addition, the Tribune papers have cut their advertising
sales staff, the main generators of revenue.
A similar pattern is repeated in some other big media
companies, though most have better leadership and have been
more selective in staff reductions than the Tribune.
The McClatchy Co., owner of The Miami Herald and The
Kansas City Star, would be in much better shape today had
it not borrowed billions of dollars in 2006 to buy the KnightRidder newspapers. Still, all of McClatchy’s 30 newspapers
finished the fiscal year making a profit.
Lee Enterprises, owner of the Decatur Herald & Review,
took on a big debt in 2005 to purchase The St. Louis PostDispatch, a highly unionized newspaper with high operating
costs that hasn’t earned a reasonable rate of return for years.

That acquisition damaged Lee’s profit margins and stock price
long before the recession hit.
Unlike the medium- and small-sized newspapers, the
country’s 100 largest daily newspapers face a bigger challenge
in the future, mainly because advertisers have many other less
expensive options to sell their products.
In the large newspapers, about 80 percent of revenue comes
from advertising, with the rest being paid by the readers, or
circulation. This model is not likely to work in the future.
The San Francisco Chronicle has begun changing the model
by more than doubling its subscription rates. The result has
been 75,000 fewer subscribers but much more circulation
revenue. The remaining 250,000 subscribers badly want the
newspaper and highly value its content.
In order to survive, large newspapers will have to quit giving away content on their websites. Most Internet users expect
“free” news. But if large papers would make their web content
100 percent local, charge for it and be willing to lose readers
for a couple of years, they would have fewer readers but still
have thousands of loyal customers willing to pay for local
news and commentary available only from their newspapers.
It would not be a cure-all for their problems, but it would be
a big step in keeping large newspapers alive.
The bigger questions are how much advertising revenue
will return to large papers after the recession and whether they
will restore some of their reporting power.
Many of these papers have lost 40 percent of their advertising revenue since 2005. Some of that – perhaps 25 percent of
their losses – will return as the economy recovers. But without
a reinvestment in reporting consistently on all public affairs –
local, state, national and international – the newspapers, and
democracy itself, will continue to suffer. ●
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THE VIEW FROM HERE

Delta Sigma Phi
Delta Sigma Phi fraternity members have lived at several locations throughout the years, including their first
known address at 734 West Wood Street in the 1920s. A house was built for them at 139 North Fairview Avenue
in 1929, but they lost this house during the Great Depression. Since then, they have lived in a house on Macon
Street, a house on Wood Street and four houses on Main Street, including the Corner House (aka the Percussion
House) at 1295 West Main Street. This spring, 22 of the 61 Delta Sigma Phi members occupied the West building
of the East/West Apartments at 1375 West Main Street (pictured above).
Did you know... ?
The Tuckabackee Club was
formed in 1920 for the specific
purpose of petitioning Delta
Sigma Phi national fraternity
for membership. Millikin’s Alpha
Lambda chapter was chartered
April 16, 1921.

The period from 1947-1969
was known as the “Happy
Hundred” because the Delta
Sigs consistently had more
than 100 members.

In 2003, three students were
inducted into the Order of the
Sphinx: Terry Trost ’03, Paul
Lidy ’04 and Paul Scherschel ’04.
By coincidence, both Pauls now
work at Millikin; Lidy is assistant
director of student programs and
Scherschel is associate director
of major gifts.

1184 West Main Street
Decatur, Illinois
62522-2084
www.millikin.edu
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