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This year, specifically this July, marks my
fifth anniversary as Millikin’s president.
During that time, there have been many
changes on campus, including a re-tooling of our university’s mission and vision
statements, the absolute core to what
we do as an institution of higher learning – and why we do it.
This past academic year, we took that
a step further and engaged in a wonderful conversation on campus about our
institutional values. Through campuswide forums, departmental meetings
and private discussions, our faculty and
staff once again articulated and affirmed
their passion and commitment to higher
education and the centrality of student
learning.
The institutional values statement
that emerged from these discussions
joins our mission and vision statements
as foundational elements to guide us as
we both preserve and evolve the Millikin
environment for learning:
“At Millikin University, we have a
passionate commitment to student
discovery, action and success within
a challenging yet supportive learning
community, characterized by individual
and organizational integrity, civil debate,
respect for all, and focused on advancing the greater good.”
Some may read this statement and
think it’s simply a collection of nicesounding words. To those individuals,
I would give two examples of how the
Millikin community lives those words
each day.
This spring, Millikin students concerned about recent administrative
decisions exercised their voice and
their right for civil debate. On March
13, approximately 10 percent of the
student body took their protest to the
front lawn of Shilling Hall in a peaceful
demonstration (see related article, page
5). Vice Presidents Rich Dunsworth and
Jamie Comstock met with the students
who had gathered on the lawn, and
a dialogue emerged about enhancing
communication between students and
administrators.
Although it was a challenging situation, I believe that the fact it happened
is one of the attributes that contributes
to Millikin’s success now and in the

future. How we choose to approach difficulties, and the more effective we are
in doing so, makes us an even stronger
institution in the long run.
The vast majority of our students
are thoughtful, caring and engaged.
The vast majority of our faculty and
administrators are focused on outcomes,
committed to teaching and learning, and
have important roles in terms of successful experiences for the student. Even
when members of both groups disagree,
as in that particular situation, it can
become yet another learning experience
for our students – demonstrating how
mature individuals should handle conflict
when expressing ideas and thoughts
contrary to their own.
My recent experiences with our
alumni also support the soundness of
our new values statement.
In my travels this spring, I met
with literally hundreds of alumni living
throughout the U.S. Countless times, I
heard validation of our institutional values statement because it acknowledges
the same values they had experienced
as students. As Millikin students, they
were encouraged to learn and discover
through theory, practice and reflection,
and to exhibit their skills in a learning
environment that not only supported
their commitment and values but also
offered dignity and respect for each
individual.
Again and again, alumni told me
that they were better prepared for the
work force or graduate school than their
counterparts from other colleges and
universities, in part because of the challenging yet nurturing atmosphere they
had found on campus – an environment
where individual voices were honored
and students prepared for future success
through opportunities to discover and
fulfill their potential.
It is a focus we must never lose sight
of as we continually seek to enhance our
abilities and facilities for teaching Millikin
students.
It has been a fulfilling five years for
me to serve as Millikin’s president. Then
and now, I remain committed to creating
and sustaining the learning environment
for our students and helping our faculty
to deliver on the promise of education. ●

President’s
Perspective
Douglas Zemke ’66, Millikin President

“We have a passionate commitment to student discovery,
action and success within a
challenging yet supportive
learning community, characterized by individual and
organizational integrity, civil
debate, respect for all, and
focused on advancing the
greater good.”
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CAMPUS NEWS
Eight receive Scovill Prize
Eight students were named recipients of
the 2008 Scovill Prize during the annual
honors convocation program held on
campus in April. The Scovill Prize is the
highest award a student can receive from
the university and is awarded on the
basis of academic achievement and demonstrated leadership and service, with
major consideration given to scholarship.
Students of sophomore rank through first
semester of the senior year are eligible
for consideration, but juniors and first-semester seniors are given preference.
This year’s winners were: Bobby Arn
of Decatur, a sophomore physics and applied mathematics major; Kristina Decker
of Belleville, Ill., a junior psychology
major with minors in both literature and
music; Victoria Dudleston of Springfield, Ill., a junior in the Tabor School of
Business with an international business
and marketing major; Stacey Fackler of
Gibson City, Ill., a junior communication
major with a French minor; Ally James of
Oak Forest, Ill., a junior early childhood
education major; Lauren Krage of Carol
Stream, Ill., a junior English secondary
education major; Angela Osborne of
Decatur, a junior political science and
international studies major; and Laurie
Prohaska of Oak Forest, Ill., a junior
nursing major. ●

Cabrera honored
Dr. Eduardo Cabrera, associate professor of Spanish and chair of the modern
languages department, received the
Order of the Descubridores Award from
Sigma Delta Pi, a national Spanish Honor
Society. The award recognizes exceptional and meritorious service in the fields
of Hispanic scholarship, the teaching of
Spanish and the promotion of good relations between English-speaking countries
and those of Spanish speech. Cabrera
was nominated for the honor by the
Millikin chapter of Sigma Delta Pi. ●

Campus “front door” gets facelift,
portion of street closed for summer

This summer, the portion of Main Street that runs directly in front of Shilling Hall
is undergoing improvements to extend a streetscape project from the intersection of
Main and Oakland Avenue through the intersection of Main and Fairview Avenue.
During construction, that section of the street will be closed and is expected to reopen Aug. 25. The project includes widening the road, adding center islands to calm
traffic, bricking the pavement and adding a bike path. Funding was made possible
through a federal grant to Millikin designed to improve safety and aesthetics around
campus, part of a 2005 federal transportation bill, and included a match from the
city of Decatur. Above, workers demolish the old pavement in front of the Tau Kappa
Epsilon (TKE) house.

New VP joins Millikin this summer
Dr. Donna Aronson was named Millikin’s new vice president for academic affairs,
effective July 1. She replaces Dr. Jamie Comstock, who accepted a position as provost and vice president for academic affairs at Butler University.
Aronson was previously dean of the college of humanities, arts and social sciences
at the University of the Incarnate Word in San Antonio, Texas.
“Dr. Aronson’s experience with diversity, interdisciplinary majors, international
education, adult education and mission-driven decision making have prepared her
well to integrate into our culture and to provide academic leadership,” says President
Doug Zemke ’66. ●

Students exercise their right for civil debate
Shortly before spring break in March,
students took the lessons they had
learned in the classroom out to the front
lawn of Shilling Hall.
On that day, about 200 students and
onlookers gathered in hopes of an opportunity to talk to university administrators in a civil debate about some
recent administrative decisions. Previously, the students leading the effort had
asked the entire student body of nearly
2,400 undergraduate students to walk
out of class to attend the noon gathering. The students involved wanted more
information and to express concerns
primarily about three recent administrative actions: the closing of Aston Hall
for the next academic year (featured in
the spring issue of this magazine), the
shut down of the wrestling program (see
page 10) and the decision not to renew
the contract of the dean of students.
They stressed the desire for greater and
earlier communication about decisions
that directly affect students whenever it

was possible, and urged administrators
to put mechanisms in place to allow
students a stronger voice in non-confidential decision-making processes.
“I see it as a very positive step,” said
Meghan Sims, a May graduate who
noted that it was often difficult to get 20
people to a student organization meeting
during her four years as a student. “It’s
exciting to finally see students can and
want to take ownership and be involved.
Hopefully we can harness this and keep
students involved for years to come.” At
the time of the March gathering, Sims
was serving as vice president of student
affairs for Student Senate and was also
student representative to the Millikin
board of trustees.
Vice presidents Rich Dunsworth and
Dr. Jamie Comstock answered questions
from the group and offered to meet with
representatives of student government.
“Adminstration genuinely wants
more students involved in the decisionmaking process,” Sims said. ●

Clarinetist wins annual Hollis Prize
Clarinetist Jessica Connor of Gardner, Ill., was named winner of
the School of Music’s Hollis Prize. Connor was one of three finalists along with Donnie Glowinski of Indianapolis on saxophone
and Amy Hettinger of Villa Grove, Ill., on flute. The Hollis Prize
was made possible through a gift from Dr. C. Kimm Hollis ’72.
Connor, who graduated in May, was a double major in clarinet
performance and music business. She had served as principal
clarinetist in the University Wind Ensemble and assistant principal clarinetist in the
Millikin-Decatur Symphony Orchestra. She was also receipient of the Presser Scholarship, an award given to a student selected by the School of Music faculty. ●

Meghan Sims ’08 raises her hand to ask a
question of Rich Dunsworth, vice president
for enrollment, and Dr. Jamie Comstock,
vice president for academic affairs.

Group to perform at convention
The Chamber Percussion Ensemble was
selected to perform at this fall’s Percussive Arts Society international convention
in Austin, Texas, based on a review of the
group’s past programs, recordings and videos. The centerpiece of Millikin’s application was a new piece “Dominican Cycles”
written by Dr. Jeremy Brunk ’03, instructor
of music. Brunk wrote the piece following
the group’s 2007 tour of the Dominican
Republic. The Ensemble also performed
at the 2003 convention after winning the
Percussive Arts Society international percussion ensemble competition. The group
is under the direction of Brian Justison,
associate professor of music. ●

CAMPUS NEWS
Held holds forth
Opera star Alan Held ’81, was in
residence at Millikin for several days in
April, working with music and musical
theatre classes. During his residency,
Held coached Millikin students in a
perfromance of German Lieder.
Held is recognized internationally
as one of the leading singing actors
on today’s opera scene. The bassbaritone has performed at New York’s
Metropolitan Opera over 125 times and
has appeared in productions at the
world’s finest opera houses.

Group sings its way
to a win in Chicago
5one, an a capella ensemble of five MU
students, won the Chicago Harmony
Sweepstakes this spring and the right
to compete in the National Harmony
Sweepstakes in California. At the Chicago
competition, 5one also captured the
audience favorite award.
Their CD, “Get It” is available on
Millikin’s student-run record label, First
Step Records, through www.millikin.
edu/firststep.

We wish him well
In the last issue, readers were promised that details about the experiences
of “American Idol” top 16 finalist Luke
Menard ’01 would be appearing in the
summer issue, AKA this one. However,
shortly after that announcement, we
learned that Menard, of Crawfordsville,
Ind., had been diagnosed with Hodgkin’s
lymphoma in a Los Angeles hospital and
would be undergoing cancer treatment.
Out of respect for his privacy, our editors
made a decision to postpone a Quarterly
profile of Menard while he recovers.
Before his “Idol” appearances, Menard
was best known as a performer with the
a capella group Chapter 6, which got its
start on campus when the seven members were all Millikin undergraduates. ●
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Faculty honored for excellence, innovation
Several faculty members were recognized this spring for excellence and outstanding contributions to the university.
Dr. Anne Matthews, assistant professor of English, received the Teaching
Excellence and Campus Leadership
Award given in recognition of an
outstanding faculty member who has
made a distinctive difference on campus
through teaching excellence and campus
leadership.
Matthews has been at Millikin for
five years and has received praise in her
department and the entire campus as an
outstanding teacher and an unassuming
champion of multicultural instruction
and campus activities.
Dr. Carmella J. Braniger, assistant
professor of English, received the Alpha
Lambda Delta Outstanding Teaching
Award for her contribution to freshman
learning. Braniger is coordinator of the
critical writing, reading and research
course, a required freshman class.

Three faculty members were also
recognized with Teaching Excellence
Awards: Tina Nicholson, associate professor of music; Dr. Cheryl Hilgenberg,
professor of nursing; and Dr. Marianne
Robertson, professor of biology.
Six professors were the first to
receive one of the the new Faculty
Research and Artistic Achievement
Awards, a new award honoring faculty members who have explored new
territory, been recognized or valued as
excellent by their peers, contributed
to their field of study or made a significant contribution to Millikin and
its students. The receipients were: Dr.
George Bennett, associate professor of
chemistry.;Brian Justison, associate professor of music; Dr. Tom McQuistion,
professor of biology; Dr. Mark Munoz,
associate professor of international
management; Dr. James Rauff, professor of mathematics; and Dr. Marianne
Robertson, professor of biology. ●

Dr. George Bennett, one of the recipients of Millikin’s new Faculty Research
and Artistic Achievement Awards, was recognized for his research in the area
of green chemistry, which focuses on finding ways to reduce or eliminate the
use or creation of hazardous substances in chemical products and processes.
Bennett has taught in Millikin’s chemistry department for 11 years.

New social sorority added to campus
A May graduate played a vital role in establishing a new social sorority on campus
that will bring more diversity to the MU melting pot of student organizations. Sigma
Lambda Gamma (SLG) is a historically Latina-based sisterhood that embraces
empowerment of women and offers social and academic support to women of all cultures. The Gammas were formally established as a colony on campus in May 2007
and a year later, the group had six members.
“I feel that a Greek organization that is going to stay with you the rest of your life
needs to represent who you are as a person,” says Brittin Haury ’08 of Milwaukee, a
music and communication major. “I didn’t want to settle for something that was easy
but not necessarily for me.”
Dr. Anne Matthews, associate professor of English, responded enthusiastically
when Haury approached her about advising SLG. “I think this is another way the
Millikin community can show its commitment to diversity,” she says. “I have never
advised a sorority before, but I am looking forward to learning how these young
women will contribute to Millikin.” Matthews serves as co-adviser with Raphaella
Prange, assistant dean of student development.
Sigma Lambda Gamma, which was founded in 1989 by five students at the

SAE chapter
making positive
progress
The men of Sigma Alpha Epsilon,
Illinois Delta chapter, have much to
celebrate these days. At the fraternity’s
chapter house on West Main Street,
where a pair of gold lions now stand
guard, the chapter members (at right)
sport a cumulative overall GPA of 3.162
and were honored with seven national
awards within the last year.
“This past summer, Rob McNamara,
Chris Jones and I – representing the
Illinois Delta chapter of SAE - attended
the fraternity’s 72nd leadership school,”
says current chapter president Bill Ryan
of New Lenox, Ill., who will be a senior
this fall.
At the leadership school, Illinois Delta was recognized with seven awards,
including first place for chapter singing,
runner-up for recruitment, runner-up
for pledge education, runner-up for risk
management, honorable mention for
most improved chapter, honorable mention for chapter management and the
chapter achievement award.

It was a leap forward for the SAEs,
who came home with no awards in
2005. Rob McNamara of Decatur,
former president and a senior this fall,
must be recognized for doing a lot of
the work, Ryan says, along with other
members of the executive board.
Dean Jacobsen ’51 has kept up to
date on Illinois Delta’s achievement
since graduating. He’s bursting with
pride at the news.
“I can’t recall the chapter ever
receiving so many awards at one
time,” says Jacobsen, “and I am most
impressed with the zeal of this active
chapter – congratulations to all.
“This accomplishment should rank

University of Iowa, currently has a national network of 5,000 multicultural sisters
throughout the U.S. in 88 chapters, nine colonies and 16 alumnae associations. The
group’s motto is: “Culture is Pride, Pride is Success.” Success, as defined by the
sorority’s cardinal principles, is in academics, community service, cultural awareness, morals and ethics and social interaction.
Service is a major step on this path. SLG’s service efforts aim primarily at women,
children and societal issues. Their national philanthropies are breast cancer awareness and the Federal Trio program, which helps educate disadvantaged children.
The Millikin Gammas take part in this effort as well. “When we plan our events,
we try to have events that reflect one of our principles,” Haury says.
Haury and the Gammas hope to convert Sigma Lambda Gamma from a colony to
a full-fledged chapter by January 2009. After achieving chapter status, they eventually plan to get a sorority house.
“This sorority is special because it does not just create, but celebrates diversity,”
Matthews says. Haury agrees, noting that “we need to embrace our own personal cultures and the cultures of others to be successful. Our cultures define us and we need
to take pride in ours and learn about others to succeed to our full potential.” ●

Illinois Delta at the top nationally
among all award-winning chapters
in this current program – an achievement that all Illinois Delta alumni
should respond to with a hats off salute
and a ‘well done, brothers’ note of
recognition.”
“All in all,” says Ryan, “the Illinois
Delta chapter simply set out to step up
our game. Winning awards was never
our stated intent; rather we just wanted
to improve our chapter as much as we
could. The hard work that went into this
ended up paying off with the announcement of the awards – and by stimulating
our chapter to grow continually stronger
day by day.” ● by Dave Brandon

Bagel stop rolls into Shilling
An Einstein Bros Bagels will be among
the new dining options on campus this
fall, due to a change in food service providers. In May, Aramark was named the
new provider after an evaluation process
that included a student survey.
Students and staff will see immediate changes this fall including a C3
Convenience Store on the main floor of
Richards Treat University Center (RTUC),
a new fast-casual restaurant in lower
RTUC, Einstein Bros. Bagels in Shilling
Hall and new Java City operations on
campus. Major renovations to Wornick
Dining Room are planned for the 20092010 academic year.
ARAMARK was already providing
facilities services on campus. ●
Summer 2008 Millikin Quarterly

7

CAREER ADVICE

Reaping the benefits of volunteering
by Pam Folger,
Director of
Millikin’s Career
& Experiential
Education Center
(CEEC)

M

Most people have volunteered at some
point in their lives, and for some it is an
ongoing commitment. In fact, according to the Corporation for National and
Community Service, volunteering is at
a 30-year high. Although much of this
increase can be attributed to an increase
in young adult volunteerism through the
addition of service-learning programs
in high schools and colleges, volunteerism across the board is also on the rise.
In fact, more than one out of every four
adults report that they give time to provide service to their communities. Many
of them cite a growing sense of civicmindedness and altruism in response to
disasters such as 9/11.
The reasons for volunteering vary,
as do the types of service. Some work
to advance what they feel is a worthy
cause, while others may strive to solve a
community and/or global problem; still
others may seek to fulfill an intrinsic
need or may see it as an opportunity
for personal development. For some,
volunteering is situational – perhaps a
response to a disaster such as a tornado.
For others, it is a way of life – a deep
passion and commitment to help others in order to make the world a better
place.
There are multiple career benefits to
Pam Folger, director of Millikin’s
Career & Experiential Education
Center, has more than 21 years experience in career and employment
services, more than 10 of them at
MU. She earned her bachelor’s degree from Eastern Illinois University
and her master’s degree from the
University of Illinois at Springfield.
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volunteering, including:
● Meeting new people and building
your network of contacts. You never
know whom you will meet through
volunteering, which allows you to build
a diverse network.
● Developing valuable and marketable skills. Your new skills can help
you make career transitions into areas
where you may not have any practical
work experience. For a young adult, it
can be a way to develop skills that will
help land that first job.
● Sharing your expertise and specific
skills. This enhances your resume and
may help you become a recognized
expert in a particular area within your
community.
● Building self-esteem and confidence. Doing for others will help you
feel more connected to the world and
more confident in your abilities.
● Exploring potential career options. Volunteering is a great career
development tool. It provides a means
for gathering career information to help
make informed choices about possible
careers. Volunteer exposure gives a
realistic look at careers and insight that
can only be gained through experience,
which can lead to a greater level of
career satisfaction down the road.
In addition to the career benefits
offered, volunteering can also improve
your overall health. According to the
Centers for Disease Control, people
who volunteer on environmental projects are almost three times as likely
to get the recommended amount of
physical activity, at least 30 minutes of
moderate exercise, five days a week.
In addition, a Johns Hopkins study
found that volunteering improves mood,
boosts brainpower and strengthens the
body. Volunteers also have a lower risk
of depression. Also, a study from East
Carolina University discovered that
senior citizens reported greater satisfaction with their lives as a result of
volunteering.
More and more employers are
realizing the benefits of community

volunteerism by their employees. Not
only does it give employees the chance
to participate in worthwhile causes,
it can enhance the company image as
well. Furthermore, research shows that
employees who are engaged in a community are more likely to stay in that
community, so it can be a great employee retention tool, too. Some companies
now allow employees “social responsibility” days off from work to volunteer.
Having a hard time working volunteerism into an already hectic life? Consider volunteer opportunities that don’t
require ongoing commitment or ones
that that include your family. It’s a great
way to spend time with your children
while instilling important life values.
Not sure about what type of volunteering is for you? Reflect on the causes
and issues that are nearest and dearest
to your heart, then research possible
ways to make a difference. Consider the
skills you have to offer or might want to
develop. For some, this may mean volunteering at an existing organization; for
others, it may mean establishing something new. The key is to find something
that sparks your passion and lets you
make the difference you want to see in
the world. ●
Millikin’s Career & Experiential
Education Center has a database of community agencies
and organizations and an online system for posting volunteer opportunities within the
Decatur area. To volunteer or
post an opportunity to share
with students, send an e-mail
to career-center@millikin.edu.
Another great resource for
anyone is www.volunteermatch.com. At this site, you
choose from 29 categories
of service, such as politics or
working with children, and
get a listing of volunteer
opportunities in your area.

JUST THE BEGINNING
Remembering Millikin’s history

H

Hanging out in the middle of a busy
intersection doesn’t seem like a bright
idea, but one of the earliest student
hangouts in Millikin history was just
such a place.
In the middle of the intersection
of Main Street and Main Street (yes,
Decatur has two perpendicular Main
streets – east/west and north/south) once
sat Decatur’s iconic Transfer House,
a streetcar station. The building was
fairly new when Millikin first opened its
doors in fall 1903, and it soon became a
favorite loafing spot for students since
it was, quite literally, in the center of
the action. It also wasn’t long before
many Decatur residents started to view
the gathering students as a “nuisance,”
and wished them gone, said the Decatur
Herald newspaper. Events finally came
to a head in 1905.
In February of that year, encouraged
by the street car company and many
of its patrons, the city assigned Officer
Kirkbride of the Decatur Police Department to crack down on Millikin students
who whiled away their afternoons and
evenings inside the transfer house.
Those actually intending to board a
streetcar would not be disturbed, said
the Feb. 11, 1905 Decatur Herald, but
any loafer – male or female – would
be told “to get out … in a way that they

[would] not misunderstand.” The appointment of a special officer to enforce
an order to clear the Transfer House
was described as “barbaric cruelty” on
the part of the “city dads” in a February
1905 Decaturian editorial.
In the editorial, the student author
likened Decatur’s transfer house to
“that popular institution of the 18th
century England, the coffee house.”
The comparisons included the thick
tobacco fumes, consumption of cheap
adult beverages and witty repartee
from a “distinguished group of wits
and sages.” However, most of the
“witty repartee” was coming from male
students and directed at nearby females.
While the (presumably male) student
author believed “it must be an unusually
pleasant experience for a young lady to
know that she is the cynosure [that is,
center of attention] of all eyes,” the city
viewed such behavior as inappropriate.
And so the crackdown came, and students were forced to move their hangout
from the Transfer House to a new location. Over the century and more that
have followed, Millikin students have
held many hangouts dear; and though
many new establishments that welcome
students have opened their doors, just as
many have closed or fallen from popularity through those years. ●

Frittering
away time
at the
Transfer
House
by University Archivist
Amanda Pippitt and
Archives Associate
Todd Rudat

Campus hangouts through the years will be a focus in the fall issue
of Millikin Quarterly, and your memories are welcome. Fill out our
online survey by Aug. 1 at www.millikin.edu/alumni/ or mail a note to
Millikin Quarterly Editor, 1184 West Main, Decatur, Ill. 62522
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BIG BLUE SPORTS

Wrestling program discontinued
In March, university administrators announced that Millikin
was discontinuing its intercollegiate wrestling program after
nearly 30 years of competing in the sport. During the 200708 season, four students competed for the Big Blue, finishing
fifth out of five teams at the CCIW championships in February and 12th out of 12 teams at the Midwest Regionals.
In making the announcement, Millikin Athletic Director
Lori Kerans said, “At this time, we don’t have the facilities
and resources needed to appropriately support wrestling as a
varsity sport.”
The team practiced off campus at Westminster Presbyterian Church and faced a dwindling number of intercollegiate
competitors and Millikin team members. Its one home meet,
scheduled for early December, had been canceled.
Millikin’s first wrestling team, which competed in 1960,
was also its most successful. The new team played an abbreviated four-meet schedule, winning all four, to make it
the only undefeated wrestling team in the program’s 28-year
history. Millikin never won the CCIW team championship

in wrestling, but did finish second for four years in a row in
the early 2000s and had several individual CCIW and NCAA
tournament champions in various weight classes, including
heavyweight Kip Crandall ’88. Crandall holds several school
records: individual season (.972, 35-1-0), individual career
(.902, 101-11-0), most CCIW titles (4) and most appearances
in NCAA tournament (4). Another former Big Blue wrestler
of note is current Millikin President Doug Zemke ’66, who
won the CCIW championship in 1963 and 1964.
The wrestling team was led by Coach Mike Poe ’74, who
marked 25 years as the Big Blue’s wrestling coach this season. Poe, who also taught and coached full time at area high
schools during his tenure, coached 32 conference champions
and five All-Americans and was named 2003-04 Regional
Coach of the Year by both the CCIW and the NCAA after a
record six of his wrestlers competed at the NCAA nationals
that year.
Poe continues to serve as an assistant coach for the Big
Blue football team. ●

WHAT’S THE SCORE?
» FLOODED OUT
The 14th annual Big
Blue Club Golf Outing scheduled for
June 6 was canceled
due to wet conditions at Decatur’s
Hickory Point Golf
Course, including
the fact that the
approach to the 17th
hole was accessible
only by boat after
savage rainfalls
earlier in the week.
No make up date is
planned.

» MOVING
FORWARD

At press time, the
search for a new
athletic director
was in the hands of
an internal search
committee led by
Alden and Associates, a consultant
firm hired “to
move this process
forward as quickly
and prudently as
possible,” said VP
of Enrollment Rich
Dunsworth in an
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April campus memo.
In other staffing news,
Bryan Marshall ’85
was named assistant
athletic director for
sports information
and athletic communication, effective
July 11. Marshall was
previously Millikin’s
director of media
relations.

» AWARD
HONORS LEGACY
Junior basketball
player Ally James
of Oak Forest, Ill.,
and junior football
player Gilbert White
of Chicago received
2008 CCIW Merle
Chapman Leadership
Awards. The award
is named in honor
of Millikin’s retired
football coach/athletic
director, a 1959 MU
grad who served as
the second CCIW
commissioner. The
award is given to one
male and one female
athlete from each
member school in the
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CCIW who are chosen
based on traits that
Chapman displayed
and encouraged
during his three-plus
decades as teacher,
coach and mentor,
among them leadership, sportsmanship,
and commitment to
academic, athletic and
personal excellence.
Chapman now serves
as chair of the Big
Blue’s Athletic Hall of
Fame committee.

» PUTTING THE
HAMMER DOWN
Junior track and field
standout Allison May
of Glenwood, Ill., bettered her own school
record in the hammer
throw by four feet at
the final meet of the
season in May. May
finished third in the
event with her recordbreaking throw of
147-8. On the men’s
side, junior Jacques
DuPré of Rockford,
Ill., set another school
record, this time with

a run of 15:27.54 to
take top honors in the
5,000-meter outdoor
DuPré also set a
school record in the
3,000-meter indoor, as
reported last issue.

» 100 YEARS
AND COUNTING
After weather wiped
out most of its early
schedule, the baseball
program opened
its 100th season in
mid-March with a
12-1 win over the
Robert Morris College Eagles. The Big
Blue wrapped up the
shortened season in
May with a 14-20-1
mark, closing out a
final week of games
behind a standout
performance from
sophomore David
Godfrey of Decatur,
who hit .500 with
four doubles, four
home runs and 11
RBIs, with seven runs
scored.

» NCAA
SELECTS COOK

» WAIT ‘TIL
NEXT YEAR

May grad Rachel
Cook of Heyworth,
Ill., was awarded
an internship at the
NCAA headquarters
in Indianapolis, one
of only 19 interns
selected from a pool
of 198 applicants.
She will intern with
the NCAA’s public
and media relations
department. Cook,
who completed a
bachelor’s degree in
communication, was
a first-team All-CCIW
volleyball selection
in 2006 and 2007,
named an All-Midwest Region Honorable Mention by the
American Volleyball
Coaches Association in 2007 and was
named to ESPN The
Magazine’s 3rd team
Academic All-District
in 2007.

In April, www.golfstat.
com ranked the four
freshman golfers No. 2
in the country, behind
only the newcomers
from the University of
Texas-Tyler. Earning
high praise with their
play this spring were
Big Blue newbies J.B.
Spillane of Mount
Pleasant, Iowa; Sean
Liston of St. Charles,
Mo.; Cory Henry of
Algonquin, Ill.; and Ed
Kelly of Oak Brook,
Ill. Rounding out the
top five players for
Millikin at the CCIW
Championships was
sophomore Sam
Osborne of Forsyth,
Ill. The team finished
in fourth place at the
championships, and
Henry was the top
individual, finishing
eighth. ●

SPORTS
Learn more about Millikin athletics
at www.mubigblue.com.

Big Blue’s European football
connections keep growing
2008 graduate joins his former teammate on Finland football team
Another former Big Blue football
player has signed to play football
overseas.
Ryan Bailey ’08 (left) of Bourbonnais, Ill., has inked a five-month
contract with the Kouvola Indians, a
European football team in Finland. He
joins his former Big Blue teammate
Chris Katzmark ’07, who signed with
the same team in February, as reported
in the last issue. Bailey, who completed his bachelor’s degree in business
management this May, became the
26th Big Blue player to sign a profes-

sional contract in either the NFL or
Europe.
Bailey earned back-to-back first-team
All-CCIW honors at Millikin and led
the Big Blue and the CCIW in tackles
for loss in 2007.
A third young alum is also making
the trip across the pond. According to
Assistant Football Coach Rich Worsell,
Max Warner ’06 of Crystal Lake, Ill.,
signed to coach football in Sweden. ●
Find out more about former Big Blue
players in the pros at www.millikin.
edu/athletics/football/pros.asp.

Coach who twice led Millikin to NAIA tourney dies in Florida

A

A gentle giant who led the Big Blue
basketball team to back-to-back appearances at the National Association
of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA)
tournament died Feb. 28.
Don Williams, a 1948 Millkin
graduate and former Big Blue player,
coached at Millikin from 1962 to
1969. His players won 38 out of the 45
games they played during the period
from 1966-1968, and he was named
NAIA District 20 Coach of the Year in
1968 and 1969. He was a 1971 Millikin Athletic Hall of Fame inductee
and received a 1968 Alumni Merit
Award.
Carol Manock Tullis ’69, a former
student and longtime family friend,
was one of a large number of students
who went to the NAIA tournament
in Kansas City in 1968 to cheer on
the team. Tullis says Williams and
his family, including wife, Margie,
“adopted” her and other students, and
she considered Don to be like a second
father.
“He and Margie have treated me
like family all these years,” she says.
“So many loved Don as a coach and
colleague. He was an example of what
a truly inspirational, life-teaching
coach is all about.”
“He was as gentle as a lamb,
but he had the heart, strength and
perseverance of a champion,” said a

letter written after Williams’s death by a
player he had coached during his 26-year
career.
On and off the court, Williams was a
gentleman. For example, according to a
Feb. 16 Tampa Tribune article, Williams
rarely raised his voice and received only
one technical foul in all his years as a
coach, “because he accidentally stepped
onto the court while instructing a player
… If displeased with the on-court action,
he would gently stand up – and his players immediately responded.”
Don left Millikin in 1969 to start the
basketball program at the University of
South Florida, retiring after the 197374 season. It was the culmination of a
career that started right out of the Big
Blue, when he accepted a job to teach
and coach at Beecher City High School.
Don also led the Hillsborough (Tampa,
Fla.) Terriers from 1955 to 1962, where
his 1959 team won the Class 2A state
championship. Amazingly, his imprint
on the school remains so strong, nearly
60 years after his last day on the job
there, that the Hillsborough school board
announced in early February that the
school’s newly renovated gym would
be renamed in his honor. Although Don
passed away before the May 3 dedication ceremony, Margie had the chance to
see him grin ear to ear when she told him
about the school board’s decision. ●

“As Millikin’s head basketball coach in the late
1960s, he built a dynasty. To appreciate his
accomplishment, consider that his practice
facility was built in 1911. Called the Old Gym,
it surely was America’s only Elizabethan-style
basketball venue. Architecturally inspiring, the
facility was so outdated that a running track
built on the second floor restricted players from
shooting from the deep corner.” – Gary Mormino
’69, a Williams fan, in a letter to the Tampa
Tribune
Summer 2008 Millikin Quarterly
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BIG BLUE SPORTS

2006 alum seeks to make Olympic team this July

L

Lance Brooks ’06 (below) goes for the gold — since graduating from Millikin, he’s been training for the discus throw in
hopes of qualifying for the 2008 Olympics in Beijing.
Brooks, originally of New Berlin, Ill., earlier qualified for
the U.S. Olympic Trials, where he will take the next step on
the road to Beijing this July. The top eight competitors at the
trials will go on to a final round, from which the top three or
four will be chosen. In April, Brooks was ranked ninth in the
nation with a throw of 201-6 (61.44 meters). He surprassed
that mark in May with a throw of 203-10 in a California
meet.
Brooks trains full-time at the University of Arizona with
discus coach Craig Carter; before that, he trained at the University of Colorado in Boulder. A typical training day starts
with about 90 minutes of throwing followed by at least 90
minutes of working out in the gym.
What keeps Brooks motivated? “The people behind me,”
he says. “... my family means the world to me and they have
made many sacrifices for me over the years ... Just thinking
about what my family has done for me motivates me on the
hard-to-get-up days.”
At Millikin, Brooks earned an interdepartmental degree
that focused on biology, art and business management. He
also played basketball and was a four-year member of that
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team, which didn’t leave much time for track. However,
Brooks found that he especially liked track because of its individualized aspect. “I did it for myself,” Brooks says, “because
if something went wrong, I had nobody to blame but myself.”
According to former head coach Don Luy, now chair and
assistant professor of exercise science and sport, Brooks was a
“throwaholic,” throwing the discus six to seven days a week.
His drive to succeed landed Brooks two CCIW titles, two
NCAA Championship qualifications and All-American status
when he placed fourth at the 2006 NCAAs. “He was one of
the best throwers in the state,” Luy says. Brooks is Millikin’s
current record holder in the discus with a throw of 189-9
(57.84 meters).
“I realized that I could be pretty good at spinning in
circles,” he jokes.
“There is no doubt in my mind that he could be an Olympian thrower,” Carter told the Decatur Herald & Review newspaper in May. “If he catches a throw at the right time this year,
it could happen in 2008. But if he set his sights on 2012 and
worked at perfecting his technique, with that 7-foot wingspan
he has, he could do something incredible.”
“He’s got the drive, the passion, the motivation to be there,”
Luy says. “No doubt about that.” ● by Natalie Perfetti ’09
For updates, visit www.myspace.com/brooksolympics

Millikin receives
generous slice
of Swartz pie
Anne Swartz passed away Dec. 22,
2005. Her husband, Al, died less
than four months later, on April 5,
2006. Through their generosity
and spirit of community, Millikin
and 11 other organizations will
benefit from their legacy for years
to come.
Take one hard-working, businesssavvy couple. Drop in a remodeled
restaurant in a growing town. Stir
in a reputation for fast, friendly
service, hearty blue plate specials and the best pie around, and
you have the recipe for success,
Swartz-style.
When Al and Anne Swartz opened their Decatur restaurant on 22nd Street in
1946, their dreams to succeed in the food business may have seemed “pie-inthe-sky.” According to an article from the Decatur Herald & Review archives, Al
Swartz once said that Anne had never baked a pie before she began baking 10 a day
when the restaurant opened.
But that, as they say, was the start of something big. At the peak of Swartz pie
mania years later, the restaurant sold hundreds of pies each week. And after 30
years in business and some astute investing, all that pie dough rolled into a lot of,
well … dough.
“The Swartzes left approximately $20 million in assets,” says Keith Ashby, cotrustee with his wife, Cathy, of the Bruce Albert and Anne I. Swartz Trusts. “They
had no children, so the majority of their estate goes to the trust’s 12 beneficiaries:
St. Mary’s Hospital, Decatur Memorial Hospital, the American Cancer Society,
Shriners Hospitals for Children, the United Way of Decatur and Mid-Illinois, Millikin University, the Salvation Army, the American Red Cross, the American Heart
Association, the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, the American Lung Association
and the Decatur Park District.”
These 12 beneficiaries receive equal distributions from the trusts; last year’s
payment was approximately $263,000 each. Since most of the estate is held in
commercially leased property, the first distributions represented income from those
properties. Eventually, the properties will be sold and the proceeds divided amongst
the beneficiaries.
“We’re in the process of trying to market these properties, but in today’s economy, it may take some time,” Ashby explains. “The beneficiaries may not see a principal payment in the near future, but they will continue to get significant income
from the trusts every year.”
Although Swartz Restaurant has been gone since 1995, the memories of good
food and good times linger for many Decatur residents, including Ashby, who
purchased the Decatur landmark when Al decided to retire in 1977 and ran it until
1994.
“I started working at Swartz Restaurant as a busboy when I was 16,” Ashby
remembers. “The Swartzes were just a great couple – they were like a second set of
parents to me.” ● by Margaret Friend

WITH YOUR SUPPORT
Let there be light
Members of Millikin’s theatre department recently received a gift that lit
up their faces — literally. Thanks to
Brian Marshall ’05, originally of Davenport, Iowa, the theatre department
welcomed a $1,000 donation of used
lamps, the light bulbs that go into
stage lighting.
Marshall worked on Millikin
student productions for four years as
a theatre design/tech major. He now
uses his Millikin education as assistant
head of lighting for the North American tour of “Corteo,” a Cirque du Soleil production. The company routinely
discards half-used lighting equipment
rather than waiting for the lamps to
burn out.
“The lamps themselves were
destined for the dumpster since my
company could no longer use them
for our purposes,” Marshall says.
“Brian sent us what is essentially
Cirque’s trash — but it’s gold to us!”
says Jana Henry, assistant professor
of theatre and dance and head of

design/tech. “People sometimes don’t
realize that theatre departments
need computers and printers and
other very tangible items. Theatre
isn’t just about the action on stage,
but also about all the elements that
are needed to support that action.”
The lamps required for stage
lighting equipment can be costly, running from $12 to $20 each; Marshall’s
contribution equaled half of the
department’s total yearly budget.
“We were out of lamps and out
of money to buy more this year. His
donation couldn’t have come at a
better time,” Henry says. “He knows
how expensive technical theatre is
and took the opportunity to make
things better.” ● by Natalie Perfetti ’09
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WITH YOUR SUPPORT

A penny for your ... e-mail address?
They held a talent show. They held
out their hands to ask for support.
They even helped hold a penny war on
campus, pitting the various colleges
against each other in a popularity contest decided by the most Lincolns cast
(the College of Arts & Sciences won).
By May, the graduating seniors
of 2008 had raised enough pennies,
nickels, quarters, dimes and dollars
to help purchase a $6,000 computer
server for campus. Their goal? To
give each alum of the university a free
permanent Millikin e-mail address and
account.
“It is one of the most significant
class gifts I can remember in several years,” says Peg Luy ’75, vice
president for alumni and development.
“This is not only a gift for and from
the class of 2008, but one that all
alumni can choose to enjoy. It also lets
the world know that you’re proud of
your alma mater when they see your
e-mail address.”
14
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Although in recent years seniors
were informed that their MU address
would be de-activated one year after
graduation, “the classes of 2007 and
2008 will be able keep their e-mail
accounts without interruption” says Pat
Pettit, Millikin’s director of information technology. Alumni from the class
of 2006 and earlier will be notified this
fall with details on how to sign up once
the new server is in place, and incoming
freshmen were informed that their new
e-mail addresses would be theirs for life
during this summer’s orientation and
registration sessions.
All e-mail addresses will feature
the millikin.edu extension following a
first initial/last name format whenever
possible. For example, a George Smith
could have the e-mail address gsmith@
millikin.edu, although exceptions must
be made in the case of duplicates. Each
account will hold up to 100 megabytes
and can be accessed through the front
page of the Millikin website.

Alumni with more than one e-mail
account have the option of forwarding messages sent to the millikin.edu
address to another e-mail account or
vice versa to simplify the number of accounts they need to check for messages.
Watch for details in the fall issue of
this magazine, on the Millikin alumni
website (www.millikin.edu/alumni)
and in issues of Out of the Blue, the
monthly online alumni newsletter. ●
What they did
The class of 2008 raised funds to
buy a $6,000 computer server for
the Millikin campus.
Why it matters
The new server will allow Millikin’s
IT department to offer permanent
Millikin e-mail addresses and accounts to students and alumni.

An Endowed
Scholarship Fund
a gift that
will last
forever

The gift that lasts forever isn’t diamonds, but a scholarship. It’s the perfect way to honor or remember someone who has had an impact on your life, or a way to
ensure your or your family’s legacy.
Scholarships may be named in honor or in memory
of the donor, a friend or loved one, a favorite professor
or another individual of your choosing. You can start a
scholarship fund at any time with a gift of any size, and
add to it at your convenience.
Once the fund reaches $10,000 through accumulated earnings and contributions, the scholarship

becomes endowed and can begin to support deserving
Millikin students through annual awards. Gifts to your
scholarship fund may be made at any time through a
variety of methods, including outright gifts, retirement
funds, charitable remainder trusts, insurance policies
or bequests.
The process need not be complicated. For more
information, complete and mail the form below, or
call our office toll free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM (locally,
dial 424-6383), and ask for Peg Luy, vice president for
alumni and development; Anne-Marie Berk, director of
major gifts, or Dave Brandon, director of development.

Yes, I want to learn more about setting up an endowed scholarship at Millikin.
Please send me free information.
Please contact me personally by phone at
Name
Address
E-Mail Address
City
State

Zip Code

Clip and mail to Millikin University, Alumni and Development Office, 1184 West Main Street,
Decatur, Ill. 62522 or call toll free for information to 1-877-JMU-ALUM.
Summer 2008 Millikin Quarterly
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Giving
voice to
Lincoln
Retired professor
“channels Abraham
Lincoln” in his
new book
by Sarah Corso ’08

Just in time for Abe’s 200th birthday,
Dr. Dan Guillory, professor emeritus of
English, has published his seventh book,
”The Lincoln Poems.”
A collection of poetry inspired by
the life and legacy of Abraham Lincoln,
the book includes 61 poems, each with
an introduction explaining some of its
historical background. Though that’s
how the final product turned out, it’s a
far reach from how it started in 2000.
“It began as a chapbook of sonnets
about Lincoln’s relationship with Ann
Rutledge,” Guillory says. The romance
between the two during Lincoln’s time
living in New Salem has been long debated by historians, and new evidence
at the time piqued Guillory’s interest. As
his writing progressed, he began adding
poems about all the stages of Lincoln’s
life, but still kept much of the focus on
the more personal, sometimes even
romantic aspects of Lincoln rather than
the political figure of legend.
One of his biggest challenges in
writing poetry about a historical figure

Excerpt from “The Lincoln Poems”
“Geese in Shelby County, November 1851”
The Court House in Shelbyville was the natural meeting place for the
Eighth Circuit Court sessions, and lawyer Lincoln was there November
4, 1851, to ply his trade. He probably stayed at the old Tackett House,
later the Tallman Hotel. On his way to and from the county seat of Shelby
County, he may well have encountered the migratory Canada Goose
(Branta Canadensis), as Illinois lay athwart the great North American
Flyway. These beautiful geese, flying in their distinctive V’s, followed this
natural avian highway. Today, the Canada Goose has become a yearround resident in all counties of Illinois, unmistakable with its gray body,
black head and neck, and distinctive white chin “strap.” Lincoln was
always a keen observer, with a highly retentive memory. The quill pens,
primitive ink, and rough paper of his day provide suitable analogues for
this moment.
Squibs of black –
Smudges on snowlight.
Look, I am writing a life
Of sharp-edged details, real
And half-real, like this flight of unCountable geese, ascending
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was keeping Lincoln’s voice in all the
poems as the narrator. “Lincoln made a
good voice,” he says, “and keeping that
voice was both a challenge and an opportunity. Lincoln enjoyed poetry, and,
like many people at the time, used it to
appear more educated than he was.”
Guillory also had to stay in the mindset
of a person from Lincoln’s time period.
“The language and practice of the 19th
century were different – people capitalized words they liked,” he says, “I got
used to it. Sometimes it was hard to go
back to writing like someone from the
21st century.”
After giving some public readings
of the poems in their early stages,
including one at the Vachel Lindsay
house in Springfield, Ill., Guillory also
began adding historical information.
“People enjoyed the poems, but needed
background information to understand
them,” he says. The growing project
also played a part in his decision to
retire early from the university’s English
continued on page 34
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“People always say ‘take a deep breath,’
but most people don’t know how,”
says Nancy Zi ’53. As an internationally known singer, sought-after voice
teacher and breath expert, Zi has spent
a lifetime trying to remedy that.
“Breath is life. Everything anchors to
the breath,” says Zi. That basic belief inspired her modern-day classic, “The Art
of Breathing”, first published in 1986.
Now in its fourth edition, the book has
helped thousands breathe a little better.
Zi’s techniques, called Chi Yi, help
people harness the power of deep
breathing. Zi’s Chi Yi system was
inspired by her Western vocal training
and the ancient Eastern art of Chi Kung,
which cultivates controlled breathing
as a means of mastery over body and
mind. Chi Yi is grounded in physiology
and the more esoteric Eastern concept
of “chi” – a universal life force energy
that enlivens all things.
“You bring the chi in through the
breath when you inhale, and the energy
is stronger the deeper you go,” says Zi.
This blending of East and West
comes naturally to the multicultural Zi.
Born in the U.S. and raised in China,
she returned to the States to study
voice and music at Millikin. Eventually, Zi settled with her husband and
two children in Hong Kong, where her
career as a classical soprano soloist
soared.
It was only after retiring to California
in 1982 that Zi found her voice as an
author, inspired to write about Chi Yi in
response to continuing questions from
former students.
Countless performers – particularly
vocalists and wind musicians – have
found Chi Yi beneficial, and athletes and

medical professionals have also adopted
Chi Yi for their needs. Chi Yi techniques
have breathed new life into therapies
for many medical conditions, including
stroke recovery, Parkinson’s disease,
asthma, acne, depression and also
memory loss.
Chi Yi offers a series of exercises to
develop deep, abdominal breathing.
Proper breathing begins when you expand the lower abdomen as you inhale.
This allows the diaphragm to drop,
creating space for the lungs to drop,
expand and fill with oxygen.
As babies, we begin life as natural
abdominal breathers. But as we age,
tension – or sometimes simply tight
clothing – can lead to a lifetime of shallow breathing, which taps only the top
portion of the lungs. Chi Yi can break
our bodies’ bad habits, with a little help
from the imagination, Zi says.
“Imagery is so important,” says Zi.
“You have to imagine what goes on
within you as you breathe.”
Zi suggests picturing a lotus blossom sitting in your lower abdomen. As
you inhale and expand your abdomen,
imagine the bud gradually opening up.
As you exhale, the petals close and the
blossom becomes a bud again.
“The Art of Breathing” continues to
help deep breathers blossom on a global
scale. The book has been translated into
many languages, but Zi is particularly
excited about current efforts to translate
the fourth edition into Chinese.
“My roots are in China, and there are
so many people there I want to reach,”
she says. “I’d like the Chinese population to understand that East-West lines
have blurred.” ●

Every
breath
she takes
Nancy Zi ’53
shares the power
of proper breathing
by Celeste Huttes ’88

Experience the Art of Breathing
Nancy Zi’s “The Art of Breathing,” and companion DVD offer
six progressive lessons to
promote deep breathing.
Try the exercise at right to
experience a taste.

Imagery Drill: The Eye Dropper
Stand erect but relaxed, careful not to
tilt or lower your head. Imagine yourself to be an upside-down eye dropper
(see illustration at left). Imagine that
the opening tip of the glass tube ends
where the back of the nose and the
throat meet. Let air flow in and out

through this central opening, not simply through the mouth or nose alone.
Squeeze the bulb (your abdomen), and
air is squeezed out. Release the bulb,
letting it expand, and air is drawn into
the body. Practice applying this image
as you breathe. ●
Summer 2008 Millikin Quarterly
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Havis named Employee of the Year
Joe Havis, assistant director of admission
and a 2004 Millikin graduate, was named
the university’s 2007-08 Employee of the
Year in April.
The winner was chosen by a vote of
the Millikin faculty, staff and students. The
competition is open to hourly and professional staff at Millikin.
Havis was previously Employee of the
Month for January 2008. He began working at Millikin in
August 2004 as an admission counselor and was promoted to
his current position in July 2007.
Other employees who earned Employee of the Month honors are Becky Ives, office of the vice president of finance and
business affairs; Matthew Hayes, athletics; Sue James, biology department; Chilwana Thompson, financial aid/student

services center; Dawn Johnson, health and counseling center;
Rita Wempen, information technology; Aaron Copley, residence
life; Marsha Leach, Staley Library; and Janiece SaddorisTraughber, Kirkland Fine Arts Center.
During the April ceremony, several other employees were
recognized for five, 10, 15, 20, 25 or 30 years of service. Walt
Wessel, university registrar, was recognized for 35 years of
service, and plaques for 25 years of service were given to
Stephen Widenhofer, director of the School of Music, and
Patricia Zeck, who is retiring from the admission office.
In a separate award, Stacey Shonkwiler of Decatur, a May
graduate, was named 2007-08 Student Employee of the Year.
Shonkwiler worked alongside Dr. David Horn, assistant professor of biology, to run the day-to-day operations of Project Wildbird, a bird seed study recording the research observations and
data collected by 140 birdwatchers in the U.S. and Canada. ●

BY THE NUMBERS*
» 1,902

» 3,651

» 12

Seats in Kirkland
Fine Arts Center

Number of students, alumni and
faculty members on
Facebook’s Millikin
network

Number of blue safety
lights strategically
placed around campus

» 701
Number of diet
Mountain Dew
cans stacked in
the office window
of Dr. Marianne
Robertson, associate professor of
biology

» 84
Number of theatre
classes to be offered during fall
2008

» 110
The number of
the page Mr. B.B.
(below) is reading
in the book “Man’s
Search for Meaning” by Viktor
Frankl.

» 1,000
Number of pages each
student can print in
on-campus computer
labs per academic
year at no charge
(Best deal on campus:
$5 to print an extra
500 pages)

» 340
Number of movies
available for check
out to students at the
on-campus Video
Busters (free check
out with MU I.D)

» 70
Number of students
in MU’s history who
have been named Academic All-Americans

»9

»9
Number of minutes it
takes to circle campus
on foot

» 75
Number of athletic
conference titles won
in MU’s history

» 42
Percent of fall 2007
freshmen that were
the first members of
their families to attend
college

» 48
Number of student
posters on display for
the 15th annual Undergraduate Research
Poster Symposium
held in April. They
filled the second floor
of Shilling Hall.

Number of new
Millikin scholarships
created by individuals
and families during
the last year
* Statistics are
current through
April 2008 unless
otherwise noted
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In early June, Gorin Hall was struck by lightning, causing
extensive damage to the decorative stone peak on the
building’s west side. As debris fell, the roof and portico
in front of the main southwest entrance suffered damage,
causing that entrance to be closed temporarily. Internet
access in the building was also disrupted by the lightning
strike.

FACULTY FOCUS

The art of the appraisal
His expert eye surveyed a gilded,
prancing horse on the mantel, and its
four-figure worth was immediately clear
to him. But it’s far more than horse
sense that gives Ed Walker ’85 an eye
for value. As a professional appraiser,
Walker brings together scholarship with
a lifelong love of art and antiques.
“Antiques are
in my blood,” says
Walker (left), chair of
Millikin’s art department, whose parents
owned an antique
shop when he was
growing up. “I always
went along when my
mom went to auctions or antique shops. It was fun – it
was about spending time together.”
When he took on the roles of art department chair and director of Millikin’s
Birks Museum in 1998, Walker was
inspired to pursue accreditation as an
appraiser to enhance his credibility as
museum director. That same year, he
became accredited in fine art and 20thcentury decorative art appraisal through
the International Society of Appraisers.
“Being accredited allows me opportunities to represent the university in different activities within the community,”
he says.
A prime example is “Treasures from
the Attic,” an antique appraisal fair
benefiting Macon County Historical

Museum.
“Ed is very knowledgeable on a variety
of items,” says Patrick McDaniel, executive director of the Macon County History
Museum, “and he’s so good at letting
people down in a nice way.” It’s a skill
that comes in handy as, more often than
not, Walker is the bearer of bad news – a
fact he blames in part on a popular PBS
series.
“The ‘Antiques Road Show’ makes my
job harder,” he says. “People think they
have something similar to what they saw
on the show, and they’re not happy when
you tell them it’s not.”
One such individual was the proud
owner of a Hull Donald Duck reproduction
cookie jar; the man became belligerent
with Walker upon hearing he had paid
$225 for an item valued at less than $40.
Still, Walker’s appraisals leave many
smiling, like a couple bowled over by the
news that their small wooden sculpture
of a bowler had been crafted during the
Works Progress Administration era and
could fetch up to $800.
“You have to immerse yourself in the
industry before you can begin to recognize quality,” says Walker. On those rare
occasions when a mystery item stumps
him, he puts on his detective hat.
“You start by finding comparables for
the object and working with the resources available to you,” says Walker. His tools
of the trade include a vast library, computer resources and an extensive network

of professional peers with expertise in
even the most obscure realms.
From cookie jars to entire collections,
Walker’s expertise is sought for a variety
of reasons, including insurance estimates, estate valuations or charitable
donations, to name just a few. A lifetime
of experience and education, coupled
with meticulous research, has earned
him a track record of appraisals that are
right on the money.
Dollar values aside, Walker says
appraisals offer people peace of mind.
Knowing the true value of an object
allows the owner to make informed
decisions about how to insure, protect,
bequeath or dispose of it.
Walker’s expertise in the business
side of the art world also brings a priceless real-world perspective to his Millikin
classes. “Students need to know how
to price their work, what creates the
demand for art and how to work with
dealers and contracts,” he says.
Walker says being an appraiser is
very much an art in itself and brings
together the roles of scholar, communicator, connoisseur and detective to
uncover the truth about an object. It’s a
journey he savors. As he says, “There’s
a joy in the hunt.” ●

Ed Walker can be reached for questions
regarding appraisals of fine art, antiques
and other personal property at
(217) 424-6228.
Summer 2008 Millikin Quarterly
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From classroom to
board room

How Millikin’s Tabor School of Business prepares tomorrow’s business leaders

MBA students recently returned from China, where they observed international business first-hand and applied
skills they learned in the classroom. Accounting students volunteered to help area individuals prepare their taxes.
With several programs to help students learn how to thrive in a global environment and gain practical, real-life
experience, it is no surprise that the Tabor School of Business, under the leadership of its dean, Dr. James Dahl,
produces some of the nation’s top business leaders. Here is information about just a few of those programs.

Dedication and eagerness: The formula for MBA program’s success

T

The director of Millikin’s MBA program says the program
is making a name for itself in the world of graduate higher
education, thanks to the ideal combination of Millikin’s
dedicated educators and a nearby pool of executives eager to
advance their careers.
“Many people don’t realize that Decatur has a highly
educated and international management workforce,” says Dr.
Anthony Liberatore, Hermann Chair of Management Development and director of the MBA program. “Caterpillar Inc.,
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ADM world headquarters, Ameren, Tate & Lyle and Mueller
Co. bring a world of talent and young executives to Decatur.”
The idea for a MBA program began in the late 1990s when
Caterpillar Inc. and several other area firms expressed an interest in having Millikin help develop their executive talent.
The program began to take shape when current Millikin
President Doug Zemke ’66, then dean of Tabor School of
Business, tapped Liberatore to design a program suited to the
needs of area executives and capable of competing with

other MBA programs in the area.
The proposed curriculum focused on
core business knowledge with the goal
of developing students’ abilities to integrate business knowledge and handle
complex business issues.
Since its inaugural class formed in
2001, 209 students have received their
master’s degrees, each graduating after
an intensive 17-month session.
“We have continued to build on our
strong foundation and have developed
a solid reputation of excellence,” says
Liberatore. “The new 2009 class is one
of the largest ever with 30 students.”
Since many of the students, whose
average age is 32, are already in executive positions at local companies, the
knowledge brought into the program is
significant.
“To get everyone ready, we spend
January in what we affectionately refer
to as ‘boot camp,’ getting non-business
students up to par in their concepts and
thinking,” says Liberatore.
“At the end of boot camp, students
take the national ETS (Educational
Testing Service) business major field
exam.” The intense amounts of study
and business training have paid off: The
2009 class ETS scores were in the top
five percent of institutions nationally.
Educators in the program always
look for ways to improve their students’
learning experience. “Over the years,
we have interviewed each graduating
class and adjusted the basic program in
line with their insights and ideas,” says
Liberatore. A second finance course was
added to the curriculum in 2004, based
on student need.
Additionally, travel opportunities
were added to the curriculum in order
to keep in line with an international
movement at Millikin at the request
of students. In 2005, Liberatore and
the MBA students traveled to WHUOtto Beisheim School of Management
in Koblenz, Germany, for a week of
education at a major European graduate

2008 MBA graduates and faculty at May’s commencement ceremony. Front row:
Dr. Anthony Liberatore, Hermann Chair of Management Development and director of
the MBA program; Dr. Michael Brown, associate professor of accounting; President
Doug Zemke ’66; Dr. Michael Pettus, associate professor of marketing.
program. This spring, they traveled to
Shanghai, China, for their international
business experience.
“Many of our graduates have
benefited professionally, moving on to
new challenges and greater authority

and success,” says Liberatore. “Many
advance to new levels in their sponsoring companies, gaining positions as
international program managers and
other leadership positions.” ●
by Carol Colby ’08

Students provide local tax assistance
Tabor accounting students again provided free tax filing
assistance this spring at Decatur Public Library through the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program. More than
1,700 individuals were served, resulting in approximately $2
million in tax returns. The VITA program offers free tax help
to older adults and individuals with low to moderate incomes.
The student volunteers received training on preparing basic
returns and completed a training package provided by the IRS
before providing assistance through the program. The free
service is part of a cooperative effort by the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) and many individual states, including Illinois. ●

(continued next page)
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Real-life experience: Personal business know-how helped create MBA program

T

To Dr. Anthony Liberatore, Hermann Chair of Management
Development and director of the MBA program, years of
personal business experience were key to helping develop and
now lead the MBA program.
Liberatore began his tenure at Millikin in 1984 and has
overseen the MBA program since its beginnings in 2001. The
program has graduated 181 students in intensive 17-month
sessions.
“Millikin created the program to fulfill demand from local
businesses, because there were no opportunities for advanced
business training locally,” he says. Liberatore spent one year
researching the feasibility of an MBA program, and one year
designing it. “We reviewed other MBA programs in the area to
assist with the design,” he says.
Liberatore came to Central Illinois after receiving his master’s degree and doctorate in economics from the University
of Connecticut. He served as a member of Illinois Governor
Jim Thompson’s administration in several capacities, including as director of policy and planning for the Illinois Institute
of Natural Resources, director of the Illinois council on coal
development and as a member of the governor’s staff responsible for energy and natural resource policy.
He is founder and president of Quality by Design Ltd.,
a management development company that advises business
firms in Central Illinois. “Many of the experiences I had at
Quality by Design helped in the design of Millikin’s MBA
program,” says Liberatore. “It’s also what makes the program
especially well-suited for experienced managers.
“Millikin is my first priority, but Quality by Design allows
me to strengthen my expertise in consulting, and I use that
experience to develop practicums for my MBA students,” he

says. “At Quality by Design, I help companies improve and
grow, and I do the same for the MBA students, who are mainly
executives in the middle of their careers, looking to grow.”
In addition to Millikin and Quality by Design, Liberatore
is also involved in community activities reaching beyond
his teaching schedule. Recently, Springfield Mayor Timothy
Davlin appointed him to serve on a blue-ribbon commission to
address underfunding of police and fire pension funds
in the city.
Also, former Decatur Mayor Paul
Osborne and the city council looked to Liberatore to help set goals and action plans
for the city, focusing on key areas of development, including the city’s water supply,
police force and neighborhoods. “Decatur’s
City council wanted to continue their work
on setting priorities and goals for the city
and asked me to help organize their sessions and discussion,” says Liberatore.
The first meeting between city officials
and Liberatore was held on Millikin’s
campus. “This process will continue here
at Millikin to develop specific action plans
and initiatives for the city to pursue,” says
Liberatore.
“I really enjoy teaching at Millikin
because I have the freedom to be creative,”
he says. “I had the freedom and time to create the MBA program and watch it grow in
reputation. Also, my students are cooperative and have great attitudes.” ●
by Carol Colby ’08

MBA students go international
In May, Liberatore led a group of MBA students on an 11-day trip to China, visiting Fudan University in Shanghai
to observe lectures and further their international studies. The students also visited major business firms such
as Baosteel, China’s largest steel and iron conglomerate, and Shanghai Volkswagen Automotive Co. “Most of
the MBA students are executives in international companies like Caterpillar Inc. and Archer Daniels Midland Co.
(ADM), so many of them had traveled internationally,” says Liberatore. “In today’s world, most business students
have to travel outside the U.S.” ●
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International influence: Tabor professor helps business students go global

T

Through his ongoing support of the
international business program, Dr.
Mark Munoz, associate professor of
international management, helps to create hands-on experience in the business
world for Millikin students.
Munoz, who has taught in the Tabor
School of Business since 2001, teaches
the international business consulting
class, which has worked on major projects for several businesses, including
Archer Daniels Midland Co. (ADM).
Recently, students in the class explored
health trends, consumer behavior and
market potential in countries including
the Dominican Republic and Mexico.
One ADM project spanned a full year,
entailing one semester of on-campus
research, two weeks of on-site experience and another semester of putting
together a formal report of the research
for submission to the client. The students also had the opportunity to make
a formal business presentation to key
managers in the company, a situation
similar to what they may experience
working in the business world. In addition to ADM, the class has worked
on projects for companies in Korea and
New Zealand.
“This type of project is exciting
because it’s a win-win scenario for all
concerned,” Munoz says. “The clients
are generally pleased with the research
report and new information gathered;
the students learn modalities of market
research, management consulting and
international business; and I am happy
to have had the opportunity to share re-

search with the business community and
facilitate student learning in new ways.”
Munoz has also worked with other
international business programs, including a directed international study that
explored business development for the
island-nation of Tuvalu and an international service learning project that facilitated book donations for poor island
communities, the Books for Islanders
program.
He doesn’t have any plans to stop
either. “I would like to continue doing
these types of projects that allow students to research, travel and experience
many other parts of the world,” says
Munoz. “I am hoping to be able to do
immersion courses as well; that would
combine business and cultural appreciation.”
Munoz isn’t working alone, however.
Many of his endeavors include project
collaborations with fellow professors
and business executives at the Tabor
School, including Rick Bibb, associate

Meet a Tabor grad: Kendrick Tunstall
Employer: Edward Jones
Location: St. Louis
Graduation date: May 2008
Major: Marketing, International Business
Millikin Activities: Alpha Phi Alpha, Black
Student Union, Service Learning Scholar, LASSO,
Rotaract
How’d I do it?
The key is internships. I spent four summers
working for Edward Jones, a financial investments
company, in Decatur and St. Louis. I didn’t know a lot about finance
when I started, but by the fourth summer, I had learned the ropes.

professor of marketing; Sharon Alpi,
director of the Center for Entrepreneurship; Jim Watson, associate professor
emeritus of economics; and SCORE
chapter president Myung Kim ’62.
In addition to teaching, Munoz
recently published his fourth book, “A
Salesman in Asia,” which puts together
his personal stories and theories on
how to sell effectively in locations like
China, India and other Asian countries.
“I wrote the book because of a lack of
reading materials on the topic,” Munoz
says. “As I was trying to do research
on the best selling strategies in Asia, I
found out that there were limited materials. Soon it dawned upon me that my
personal sales experiences combined
with international management research
could be valuable to readers.” Munoz’s
fifth book, “The Globalist,” is in the
initial stages of the publishing process,
and he is beginning work on a sixth
book, which focuses on global business
and ethics. ● by Sarah Corso ’08

I learned by checking out the company from every angle
— marketing, finance, even customer service. In the end, Edward
Jones knew me — who I was and how I could fit into their
company.
Did I have help getting there?
You bet. I worked with the Tabor School and with INROADS, a
group that helps minorities find internships nationwide.
The result?
Last August before my senior year, Edward Jones made me an
offer. I accepted! I’m going to be a financial advisor for Edward
Jones’ St. Louis division. So I know what I’m doing and I’ve been
well prepared both in class and out. I’m ready. ●
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Will world-record
attempt lead to
a tango-related
shortage of roses?
Time will tell.
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T

If Barry Pearson has his way, the city
of Tel Aviv, Israel, must soon relinquish its world record for the largest
dance by couples.
Decatur will attempt to dance its
way into the Guinness Book of World
Records next February, as part of
“Tango Decatur,” one of the colorful
ways Millikin’s new Kirk-Out program is bringing the arts and the community together. Breaking the current
world record will require five minutes
of continuous dancing by more than
552 couples.
Pearson, director of Kirkland Fine
Arts Center and dean of the College of
Fine Arts, was less than serious when
he first suggested the idea of a worldrecord attempt to his staff. But as the
concept took hold, Pearson began to
believe that the community would
rally around the Guinness challenge
and perhaps even spark a grassroots
interest in dance.
“All of a sudden, it was not such a
wild idea,” says Pearson. “It’s a way
to engage the community – to get
people on their feet.”
A number of local sponsors are
getting in step with Tango Decatur,
including the Decatur Park District;
Decatur 501 Club; Cromwell Radio
Group and 9:01 Club.
In choosing a dance for the challenge, Pearson looked to Argentina.
“I like the tango,” he says. “It can go
from the simple to the sublime.”
The simple side of tango inspired
a basic five-minute routine choreographed by Millikin adjunct instructor
Gary Shull, who relied on an Americanized version of the dance. Millikin
students and experienced dancers in
the community volunteer as “Tango
Ambassadors” to learn the routine
and teach it during on-site sessions at
local businesses and organizations.
The routine will also be taught at the
Decatur Indoor Sports Center (DISC)
at Millikin.
If you are tempted to tango, but
timid about your two left feet – relax.
“The dance is extremely simple to
learn,” says William “B.J.” Warren,
administrative assistant and events coordinator for the university’s College

of Fine Arts. “If you can walk, you can
do this dance.”
Participants are encouraged to learn
the routine and register for the world
record attempt before Feb. 21, when
the Tango Decatur spectacle will come
alive at the DISC. A week of
Argentinean-inspired activities coincides with the world
record attempt (see related
article), culminating in a Feb.
28 concert at Kirkland, featuring
guest performers Tiempo Tango
Chicago and some of the Decatur-area
community’s best dancers.
Partnering – between dancers, sponsors and communities – is at the heart
of Tango Decatur. “The tango is a social
dance,” Warren says. “It’s about people
coming together to dance, and that’s
what we’re trying to do – bring together
the Millikin and Decatur communities.”
To learn more about becoming a
Tango Ambassador, call B.J. Warren
at 217-362-6499 or send him an e-mail
at wwarren@millikin.edu.
Tango Decatur details, registration and a video of the choreographed
routine are available online at www.
kirk-out.com/tangodecatur. ●
Tango Decatur Events
Feb. 21-28, 2009

More than
two needed
for this tango
Shall we dance?
Millikin leads
community effort
to break world record.
by Celeste Huttes ’88

Guinness World Record® Attempt
4 p.m., Feb. 21, 2009
Decatur Indoor Sports Center
(1 p.m. Registration/Verification
of Pre-Registered preceding)
Downtown Decatur ArgentineanFlavored Restaurant Walk
5:30 p.m., Feb. 21, 2009
Master-Class Workshops
and Lecture featuring
Tiempo Tango Chicago
Feb. 24-28, 2009
Kirkland Fine Arts Center
Tiempo Tango Chicago
with the Binelli-Ferman Duo
7:30 p.m., Feb. 28, 2009
Kirkland Fine Arts Center
Summer 2008 Millikin Quarterly

25

26

Summer 2008 Millikin Quarterly

THE BOOKS ARE WAITING;
LET’S READ THIS SUMMER
Each spring, the English department
faculty prepare a summer reading list
of recommended books that is popular
with students and alumni. On these
pages are excerpts from the 2008 list for
your reading pleasure, along with the
names of the Millikin professors who
recommended each book.
“999: Twenty-Nine Original Tales
of Horror and Suspense”

Of the many anthologies of horror and
suspense, this is perhaps one of the best.
Carefully compiled by award-winning
horror and science fiction writer Al
Sarrantonio, the collection includes macabre tales by such masters as William
Peter Blatty, Stephen King and Joyce
Carol Oates. Each story is a haunting
journey into the unnatural and definitely
compels one to leave the lights on and
the doors locked on warm summer
nights… (Professor Judith Crowe ’91)
“American Gods” Author Neil Gaiman

has written comics, film scripts and
fantasy/science-fiction novels. One
of his best novels is this Hugo Award

winner. This modern-day combination of fantasy and world mythology
is a remarkable read, much of it set in
the American Midwest. (And I suspect
that some of the towns mentioned are
from right here in Central Illinois.) The
protagonist, Shadow, finds himself embedded in a war between reincarnated
gods from multiple cultures. His own
quest to come to terms with his wife’s
death (and bizarre resurrection) makes a
fun and evocative summer page turner.
It stands alone as a good read, but I’d
keep a mythology encyclopedia nearby
to satisfy your curiosity. (Professor
Michael O’Conner)
“Catch Me If You Can” by Frank Aba-

gnale. Anyone who enjoyed the high
jinks of the DiCaprio and Hanks movie
will love this memoir that inspired it. As
daring and improbable as the deceptions
are in the film adaptation, the real-life
Abagnale seems to have even sturdier
nerves of steel, assuming his way into
more roles and professions, longer tenures and more elaborate deceptions than
the movie details. I opened this book at

One in four adults read no books at all in 2006, according to an
Associated Press-Ipsos poll released last August. That’s too bad – for
all of us. Literary readers are more involved in life, says the National
Endowment for the Arts; its 2004 study found that readers were
significantly more more likely to attend a performing arts or sports
event, visit an art museum or volunteer for a charitable organization.

11 on a weeknight and could not sleep
for the romp and tension of it. I finished the book at about 7 the following
morning and did not regret the loss of a
night’s sleep. (Dr. Stephen Frech)
“The Girl with No Shadow” by
Joanne Harris. This sequel to Harris’s
Chocolat has definitely been worth the
wait. While initially a bit darker than
its predecessor, Vianne Rocher is still at
heart the same character we knew from
her previous adventures, but her life is
more complicated now as she navigates
between love, business and the safety
of her family. Detailed, wonderfully
crafted and well-paced, it’s an intriguing and ultimately rewarding summer
read. (Crowe)
“I Never Saw Another Butterfly” by

Hana Volavkova. This book represents
a unique addition to a library on the
Holocaust. The poems and drawings
were done by children in the concentration camp at Terezin – children who
for the most part did not survive. Thus
the poems and drawings can complement other accounts of the concentration camps written by survivors (such
as Elie Wiesel’s “Night,” for example).
(Professor Jim Meyer)

continued on next page
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continued from previous page
“Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History
Textbook Got Wrong” by James W.

Loewen. Revised in both 2007 and
2008 (the latter is the hardback revision), this is a fascinating look at some
of the most popular high-school history
textbooks. Loewen, a sociologist, set
out to determine why his college freshmen were ignorant of American history,
and in the process learned about serious
omissions, inconsistencies and outright
untruths in the major history textbooks
adopted for our public high school.
While historians I’ve spoken with
indicate that this book isn’t good history, my take is that it isn’t supposed to
be history. As a sociologist, Loewen is
studying what students are being fed by
history textbooks (and not history teachers, necessarily, as my own informal
surveys of freshmen would indicate).
The book reveals interesting connections among contemporary political/social problems that many in this country
simply do not understand. Much of the
information in this book isn’t necessarily new to someone who’s read widely,
but the way that Loewen presents it,
and the connections he makes, makes
you think carefully about the textbook
adoption process and what our children
are learning in high school history
classes. It also helps that Loewen went
to school in Decatur, so there’s a local
connection. It’s definitely worth a read!
(Professor Michael George)
“No Country for Old Men” by Cormac

McCarthy. This is a haunting tale of
greed and desire and another heavy
dose of Old West ethos. Through the
recollections of a retiring law man, McCarthy revisits the land of the outlaw,
recapitulating themes from earlier
novels like “Blood Meridian,” and
shows just how little has changed since
the sweeping “success” of westward
expansion. Returning to the Texas-Mexico border, we meet with an innocent
backwoods hunter, stumbling upon the
remains of a drug deal gone wrong, and
a villain whose weapon of choice is a
pneumatic cow gun. Highlighting senseless, psychotic violence, carnage and
depravity, the novel is just as good as
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the recent award-winning film artfully
produced by the Coen Brothers. McCarthy is even able to render the placid
insanity of the killer as well as Javier
Bardem’s still-water eyes. Read the
book and watch the movie. (Professor
Carmella Braniger)
“The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A
Natural History of Four Meals”

by Michael Pollan. Once upon a time
people used to hunt and gather their
food. People ate plants pollinated by
the natural order of the environment, or
people ate meat from animals that consumed a cornucopia of naturally occurring foods as they grazed. Now, most of
what we eat is made up of or has been
fed nothing but corn. Pollan illustrates
how humans have become separated
from their natural food sources. He also
examines how people will survive as a
species based on how we eat. (Professor
Dana Williams ’98)

an astronomer, and contains information
relating to astronomical applications for
Stonehenge, it also provides some very
interesting information about the history
of Stonehenge and its development as
a site. It’s a very interesting read, even
if you don’t buy the overall argument.
(George)
“Stranger in a Strange Land” by

Robert A. Heinlein. As one of the “Big
Three” of science fiction (the others being Arthur C. Clarke, who died this year,
and Isaac Asimov), Heinlein has established himself as a science fiction tour
de force. This book is perhaps his most
important work, both for its craft and its
impact on how we view encounters with
other species. At its center is a hybridized human, someone who has grown up
on Mars and developed a way of living
and seeing things from a Martian point
of view. In an age where we think about
first contact, Heinlein preceded us by 47
years. (George)

“Snow Flower and the Secret Fan”

by Lisa See. In 19th-century China,
when wives and daughters were footbound and lived in almost total seclusion, the women in one remote Hunan
county developed their own secret code
for communication: nu shu (“women’s
writing”). Some girls were paired with
laotongs, “old sames,” in emotional
matches that lasted throughout their
lives. They painted letters on fans,
embroidered messages on handkerchiefs, and composed stories, thereby
reaching out of their isolation to share
their hopes, dreams and accomplishments. With the arrival of a silk fan
on which Snow Flower has composed
for Lily a poem of introduction in nu
shu, their friendship is sealed and they
become “old sames” at the tender age
of 7. Snow Flower and the Secret Fan is
a brilliantly realistic journey back to an
era of Chinese history that is as deeply
moving as it is sorrowful. This lyrical
and emotionally charged novel delves
into one of the most mysterious of human relationships: female friendship.
(Professor Peiling Zhao)

“Sword of Truth” series by Terry

Goodkind. For those of you who are into
fantasy, this is a series for you. I received
the first book in the series as a birthday
gift in late 2007 and became addicted,
which doesn’t often happen to me with
fantasy series. I’ve since completed five
in the series and am almost done with
the sixth. To my amazement, I’m still
addicted. For me, many fantasy series exhaust their creativity after the first couple
of books. This one hasn’t. Goodkind is,
to my mind, a master of character development (over multiple novels, it should
be noted) and weaves a tapestry that
continues to draw me in. The plot is often
fast-moving, though not lacking in detail,
and the difficulties faced by Goodkind’s
characters evoke emotions that many of
us (to this reader’s mind) have faced.
If you are a fantasy fan, or simply like
good character development (albeit over
several novels), you should definitely
check out this series. It won’t disappoint.
For a list of the novels in the series,
visit www.prophets-inc.com/his_works/.
(George) ●

“Stonehenge Decoded” by Gerald

W. Hawkins. For those of you interested in prehistoric monoliths, this is a
book for you. While it was written by

Ready for more? Find the
complete summer reading list
at www.millikin.edu/english/
archives/read08.html

CLASS NOTES

Blast from the past: Students show their school spirit at a 1993 pep rally, including (front row) Becky Wrigley Dunscomb ’95
and Michelle Stremmel ’95. Do you have photos from your days at Millikin? Send them to us! We are looking for photos to
feature at the beginning of the Class Note section. Please send your photos to Millikin Quarterly, 1184 W. Main, Decatur, IL
62522. Please identify those in the photo, including class years and maiden names (if applicable).

What’s happening?
What’s new? Here’s your chance to let your Millikin friends know what you’ve
been doing lately. Have you moved? Been promoted? Have you become a parent
or spouse? Share your news now and watch for it in an upcoming issue of Millikin
Quarterly. Don’t forget to let us know your current address and please include a
recent photograph of yourself if possible (we’ll print the photograph with your
news item if space permits). Please print.
Name
Class year

Here’s my news (please attach
separate sheet if necessary):

Maiden name (if applicable)
Spouse’s name

Class year

(if applicable)

Your home address

City

State

Zip

Your home phone
Your place of employment and job title

Mail form to : Alumni Relations
Office, Millikin University,
1184 West Main St., Decatur, Ill.
62522-2084. Or fax this page to
217-424-3755.

Spouse’s place of employment and job title

Your work phone
Fax
Home

Work

HOMECOMING 2008

E-mail address
Home

Work

Display on Milli-Link XP

Need to update your contact info?
Visit www.millikin.edu/alumni/
milli-link-xp.

50th Vespers Celebration
A Tribute to the Legacy of Founding Director
Richard Hoﬄand
Saturday, Dec. 6, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
Richard Treat University Center
(immediately preceding the 3 p.m. Vespers performance in Kirkland Fine Arts Center)

Hosted by Dr. Brad Holmes, director of choral
activities, with special guest Kay Hoﬄand.
Alumni who have performed at Vespers through the years are encouraged to join us!
Watch for more details in the fall issue of Millikin Quarterly, and in monthly issues of Out
of the Blue, the online alumni newsletter.

Tying the knot?
Expecting the
pitter patter of
tiny feet?

Save the date!
October 10-12, 2008

Interested in helping plan
a reunion for your class or
organization? Contact the
alumni relations office at
1-877-JMU-ALUM.

We’d love to help you share
the news! We can’t print
news about anticipated
weddings or babies, but
when your plans become
a reality, please let us know
and we will announce
your news to your classmates.

Get linked in!
More than 100 alumni have
already joined
and are networking on the Millikin
alumni group on
LinkedIn, a professional networking website. Come join us at
http://tiny.cc/mualumnionli760.
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Mark your calendars for Homecoming
2008! Reunions this year include classes
ending in 3 and 8 and the football game
will be against top rival Illinois Wesleyan!

HOMECOMING 2008
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Safe landing
Thanks to this 1955 alum and his invention,
commercial airlines are able to land safely.

A

scientist’s face is bathed in the eerie glow of an
instrument resembling a huge neon triangle. The
year
is 1963, and an Aviation Week magazine photo depicts one
of the world’s first laser gyroscopes. Then, few people imagined the ultimate applications of this unwieldy prototype, let
alone its ubiquity in everyday life.
Fast forward to 2008 in a Millikin lecture hall. Joseph E.
“Joe” Killpatrick ’55 is delivering a guest lecture to a group
of science students and professors. Casually, he holds up
a palm-sized circular piece of glass, embedded with chips
and tubes. Close observers can see that the apparatus inside
forms a triangle.
“This is the digital laser gyro,” he explains. “It’s self-contained. You plug it in, and it runs on less than two watts. It’s
fully operational less than one second after being connected
to a power source, and it operates from -65 degrees to 165
degrees. All of its output is computerized. It works very, very well.”
It works so well, in fact, that the
laser gyroscope is now standard
navigation equipment for 99 percent
of the world’s commercial airplanes
and also guides space shuttles and
some submarines. How does it
work? As opposing lasers travel
laser gyroscope
the same triangular path around the
gyro, monitoring the minute time differences it takes for the
lasers to complete the path allows a pilot to put an airplane in
the right place at the right time.
Today’s commercial airliners generally have three sets of
three gyros on board as a safety precaution. Killpatrick has
met pilots that insist that “your gyros allow me to land this

Joe Killpatrick with wife Carole Getz
Killpatrick, both ’55.
plane within feet” of where they are supposed to land. Killpatrick refutes this claim but agrees that the precision provided
by the laser gyro is second to none.
His pride is well-founded: The laser gyro represents his
life’s work with Honeywell International, which he served
from 1955 until his retirement, 44 patents later, in 1999. The
laser gyro Killpatrick displays, a gift from Honeywell at his
retirement, is inscribed with a plate commemorating his status
as the “father of the laser gyroscope.”
It may have been an expensive parting gift, but the company certainly has benefited from Killpatrick’s work. Carole
Getz Killpatrick ’55, Joe’s MU sweetheart and wife of 53
years, proudly notes that “…he was known within the company as an innovator.”
Carole was a pioneer in her own right, studying medical
technology and spending her junior year abroad in Lebanon
with a Presbyterian student exchange program. By then, Joe
had transferred to the University of Illinois to complete his
engineering degree. Married just weeks after their graduation,
the two drove straight to Minneapolis, where a new home and
Joe’s job at Honeywell awaited them.
Three children (including Steve Killpatrick ’83), several
grandchildren and five decades of marriage later, the Killpatricks enjoy world travel, knowing full well on each trip that
Joe’s laser gyro will guide them safely home. ●
by Anne-Marie Proske Berk ’88
Summer 2008 Millikin Quarterly

31

Submission policy
We welcome your latest news! Millikin
Quarterly publishes four issues yearly:
spring, summer, fall and winter. To
submit your news for a specific issue,
please make sure we receive it by the
deadlines below. The editor reserves
the right to edit for space, style and
clarity.

Was the Big Blue proudly on display
during your wedding day?

Issue deadlines
Fall Issue ...........................Aug. 1
Winter Issue ...........................Oct. 1
Spring Issue ...........................Feb. 1
Summer Issue.........................May 1

How to send us
information
You may send us your news for
Class Notes through the Internet or
by e-mail, fax or regular mail. A form
is provided in this issue to assist you.
Sorry, no telephone submissions.
Through the Internet, fill out the class
notes form at: www.millikin.edu/
alumni/class_note.asp
and/or the alumni questionnaire
at: www.millikin.edu/alumni/
update_info.asp
Through e-mail, write to:
alumnews@millikin.edu
By fax, fill out the form in this issue
and fax your news to:
1-217-424-3755
Or fill out the form in this issue and
mail your news to:
Millikin Quarterly
1184 West Main
Decatur, IL 62522-2084

Questions?
Call us toll free at
1-877-JMU-ALUM (568-2586).

First row from left: Greta Long, Lauren Coulter. Second row from left:
Ryan Gabel ’06 (groom), Jessica Hiatt Gabel ’06 (bride). Third row from
left: Katherine Weigandt, Ellyn Riedl ’06, Chelsa Gabel, Christina Paul ’08,
Matt Wheeler ’07, Michael Cliff. Fourth row from left: Jennifer Stieve,
Leigh Burton ’06, Nick Bradac, CJ Rush ’09.

Submit your wedding photo to our online wedding album:
www.millikin.edu/alumni/weddingdex.
Wedding party photos must feature Millikin alumni for eligibility
(see above for an example). Don’t forget to include the name and
class year of each Millikin alum pictured, and be sure to include
the date of your wedding!
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Making the grade
A 1996 alum’s passion for education
has led to a career beyond the classroom.

N

ational board certified teacher and award-winning
math instructor Jason Franklin ’96 of Mahomet,
Ill., prides himself on being a “real world” teacher.
“If it’s not in the real world, I won’t teach it,” Franklin
says. “Kids need to know how they’ll use what we’re teaching them, and if we’re teaching things they don’t need, that’s
our problem – not theirs.”
As a result, Franklin developed his own curriculum for
his algebra II classes at Champaign Centennial High School,
using business models to teach concepts. Students write business plans, run a small business and host a year-end business
conference.
His students interact with business professionals who volunteer their time and serve as speakers for the conference.
“This is the first time many of these students have been
in a professional environment,” says Franklin, “so they’re
learning about things like eye contact, shaking hands and appropriate business dress.”
Franklin recently received approval from the district to
start a new college algebra class for juniors. The class focuses on real world business applications and teaching concepts
used on the ACT exam – another area where Franklin has
experience helping students excel.
As test prep specialist for his business, Better Test Scores,
Franklin has taught more than 4,000 Illinois students over the
past 15 years using an ACT prep curriculum he designed. According to his business’ website, bettertestscores.net, higher
test scores translates not only into admission to the college of

Jason Franklin ’96 helps prepare high school students in
Illinois for the ACT exam, a required test for college admission.

choice, but also thousands of dollars in additional scholarship
money.
Franklin tells of one student who raised her ACT score
from 24 to 28 after taking his prep class. Because she was
able to raise her score, she was offered a $40,000 scholarship
package to a private institution, a $24,000 increase from the
previous offer she received with the lower score.
Franklin found this second calling when, as a track coach at
Mahomet-Seymour High School, he became acquainted with
a young athlete whose ACT score was too low for admittance
to college.
“I helped her prepare to retake the test by using some of the
same principles I used to coach her, and her score went up,”
Franklin explains.
Her parents told other parents, and eventually Franklin was
asked to organize an ACT prep class.
“This all came from working to help athletes get higher test
scores,” Franklin says. “It’s kept growing because of parents
and word-of-mouth. So many parents were looking for a way
to help their kids, and there was nothing out there like this.”
Demand for his ACT prep services continues to grow, and
he now teaches 10 to 13 prep classes a week at numerous Illinois locations, including Champaign, Danville, Bourbonnais,
Peoria, Springfield, Bloomington and on Millikin’s campus.
Like his business, Franklin’s family has also grown. He
and his wife, Amy, welcomed their fifth child this February,
contributing to Franklin’s decision to retire from the classroom
after this school year.
continued on page 34
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Giving voice
to Lincoln...
continued from page 16
department in 2004.
The book’s final version contains a
variety of styles; many poems are in
free verse, while others still retain some
characteristics of sonnets or more structured poetry. The poems range in topic
from Lincoln’s barber (“Billy the Barber”), to his days as a lawyer (“Geese in
Shelby County, November 1851” – see
sidebar) to his courtship of Mary Todd
(“Love is Eternal”), and include three
poems about his assassination and
death: “Contents of my Pockets, April
14, 1865,” “Bullet in my Brain, April 15,
1865,” and “Alternate Ending.”
Published this April, the book has
already drawn priase from historians
and Lincoln experts, including William
Furry, executive director of the Illinois
State Historical Society. “Guillory channels Abraham Lincoln through the ages
and into the moment, breathing fire and
wit and soul into his marbled memory,”
Furry said. “The results are audacious
and inspired.”
Guillory will read excerpts from “The
Lincoln Poems” at a special Lincoln
authors event to be held at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in
Springfield, Ill., on Feb. 12, 2009, in
celebration of historic president’s 200th
birthday.
“The Lincoln Poems” is available from
Mayhaven Publishing (www.mayhavenpublishing.com) and at Barnes and
Noble stores. ●

Become Facebook
official!
Looking for a way
to network socially
with your fellow
alumni? More than
650 alumni have joined the
Millikin alumni group on Facebook
to reconnect. Join the crowd at
http://tiny.cc/mualumnionfb!
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Making the grade
continued from page 33

Saying that he’s leaving the Centennial classroom for “the Franklin classroom,” Franklin explains that he and his wife home-school their children, and
with their new addition, more help is needed in the home classroom.
“I love Centennial, so this is the hardest decision I’ve ever made,” Franklin
says. “I really had to choose between my children and my school. I love them
both, but I want the experience of being a teacher to my children.”
And apparently, the feeling was mutual. Franklin received the Mellon Award
this spring, naming him Champaign Centennial Teacher of the Year.
“It’s a big honor in our district because students select the teacher,” he says.
Additionally, through a nomination by a Centennial student, he received The
Claes Nobel Educator of Distinction Award from the National Society of High
School Scholars.
Besides helping on the home front, Franklin also plans to continue teaching
Illinois’ young people how to get into the college of their choice by way of better ACT scores.
“I love teaching – that’s what God wanted me to do,” he says. “The ACT
business is just an extension of my passion. As long as kids keep improving their scores, I’ll keep doing it. It’s all about helping students learn how to
learn.” ● by Margaret Friend

Through the grapevine...
We’re proud of our alumni and like to keep track
of their accomplishments. So periodically, we’ll
publish a list of some of our alumni, hoping to find
out what they have been up to. If you have heard
through the grapevine of any of the people listed
below, please circle the name and complete the
form. Thanks!
The last I knew he/she was:

Cynthia A. Cotton-Stokes ’85
Charles P. Cox ’81
David W. Cox ’78
Jean C. Rice Cox ’60
(please include our missing alumni’s current address
Justin P. Cox ’01
Renee M. Dubuque Coyer ’89 or the name of a person who may know it.)
Mary D. Crain ’77
Shirley J. Darnell Crane ’59
My Name:
Larry L. Cravens ’83
Kevin W. Crawford ’91
Address:
Shirley A. Creamer ’57
Jolene F. Crosswhite ’02
Mary S. Crowley ’94
Richard E. Cruise ’53
City/State/Zip:
William A. Cull ’52
James R. Cummings ’56
Email:
John M. Cummins ’75
Ralph D. Cundiﬀ ’58
Lori B. Bedrosian
Please return this form to Millikin University, Alumni
Cunningham ’82
Valerie R. Emerson
Relations Oﬃce, 1184 West Main Street, Decatur, Ill.
Cunningham ’00
62522-2084 or e-mail to alumnews@millikin.edu.
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Bringing down
the house
This internationally-known
DJ is also a 1990 alum.

D

arlene Jackson had planned to become a podiatrist.
Instead of caring for feet, though, this 1990
graduate gets feet around the world moving to the beat as “Lady
D,” a popular Chicago DJ of house music.
“House is an umbrella term that means any music that has
soul, that you vibe with and that takes you higher spiritually,” she said in an April interview with 5 Magazine, a Chicago online publication. Jackson spins house music at clubs
throughout Chicago — including Smart Bar, House of Blues,
Le Passage, Moonshine, Evil Olive, Zentra and more — plus
you’ll find her giving music her own special spin at parties
and dance clubs around the world, including in Europe and
Asia.
It isn’t the career path she planned to walk. After graduating from Millikin in 1990 with a biology degree, Jackson
briefly attended podiatry school in Chicago before having a
change of heart. “The program could not handle my creative
and free-spirited nature,” Jackson says, “and I had to hang up
my stethoscope, so to speak. In actuality, it wasn’t a conscious decision to leave for deejaying, but once I had a taste
of traveling and experiencing the global dance community, I
was hooked on the lifestyle.”
The Chicago dance community is apparently hooked on
her, too.
“The Chicago house scene would be incomplete without
Lady D,” according to Epitonic.com, a web site that plays
independent music from MP3 downloads, radio streams and
full album streams.
When she’s not working solo, Jackson is one-fourth of
SuperJane, a DJ collective of four women. Though each

Darlene “Lady D” Jackson ’90

spins house music, each DJ is marked by her own unique
style. “I love each of the women I play with and trust them as
friends and confidantes,” Jackson told 5 Magazine.
Jackson also produces music as co-owner of D’lectable,
an independent recording label, and is a host and producer at
radio station WBEW 89.5-FM. “It’s been great so far; I just
completed a year there,” she says. Content from the station
is broadcast on www.vocalo.org, a content sharing, social
networking site.
In February, Jackson returned to Millikin as the keynote
speaker for a Leadership in Diversity summit on campus,
where she discussed how her work at the radio station provides a forum for the community to discuss diversity.
“I think it was great for the students to see someone so successful and innovative in finding new ways to talk about race,”
says Sandra McKenna, a Millikin English instructor.
“I was completely honored to be asked back to MU to
speak on a topic I hold dear,” Jackson says, “and I was pleased
to be able to use my life experiences to offer leadership to the
students who definitely need encouragement. To see the strides
that have been made at MU in the area of diversity — from
multicultural students to faculty — gives me hope for the
future.” ● by Natalie Perfetti ’09
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ALUMNI NEWS
Upcoming Events
Chicago

Saturday, Aug. 9, 2008
Join our alumni and friends’ pre-race
gathering before Sunday’s Chicago
Distance Classic at Buca di Beppo
restaurant at 6:30 p.m., Dutch treat.

Sunday, Aug. 10, 2008
Millikin hosts an alumni and friends event
at the Chicago Distance Classic, a halfmarathon organized by running expert
John “The Penguin” Bingham ’70. Join
us for a gear check prior and goodies
after the race in the MU tent, sponsored
by Bingham. For more information, visit
www.millikin.edu/alumni/chicagodistance.asp.

Decatur

Sunday, Sept. 14, 2008
Join the MCIA (Millikin Central Illinois Alumni)
for their annual BBQ from 5-7 p.m. at home of
Jim and Kathy Farleigh Gresham ’70. Games
for kids and entertainment provided. Minimum
donation for food and beverages is $15 for
adults and $5 for children 12 and under.
Proceeds support the MCIA Scholarship Fund
for deserving students from Central Illinois.

Spanning generations
E. Hoyt Kerr ’39 and Lindsey Earhart ’07 gather for a photo during an April
alumni gathering in Indianapolis hosted by Julie Roe Lach ’97. Kerr and Earhart
were the oldest and youngest alums in attendance at the event.

On campus

Oct. 10-12, 2008
Homecoming 2008! If your class year ends
in a three or an eight, get ready for your
reunion! Other gatherings include a reunion
for communication majors of the ’70s,
featuring special guest Dr. Stacy Myers,
former communication department chair, and
a reunion with a haiku anthology reading and
dinner. A brochure with details on more than
50 Homecoming activities will be mailed out
later this summer. For more information or
updated details, visit www.millikin.edu/
homecoming.

Saturday, Dec. 6, 2008
Alumni who have performed at Vespers are
encouraged to join us for the 50th Vespers
Celebration, hosted by Dr. Brad Holmes,
director of choral activities, and featuring
special guest Kay Hoffland, wife of the late
Richard Hoffland, founding director of the
Vespers concerts. The celebration will begin
at 12:30 p.m. at Richards Treat University
Center, and conclude immediately preceding
the 3 p.m. Vespers performance in Kirkland
Fine Arts Center. Watch for more details in
the fall issue of Millikin Quarterly, and in
monthly issues of Out of the Blue, the
online alumni newsletter.
For more information on the events
above, to get directions or to RSVP, call
the alumni office toll free at 1-877-JMUALUM (locally, dial 217-424-6383). For
calendar
updates, visit www.millikin.
36
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Relax and enjoy
Members of the MCIA (Millikin Central Illinois Alumni) enjoy wine and fellowship
at the annual MCIA wine and cheese party at the Millikin Homestead in March.
From left: BJ Blomeley Boyer ’77, Kathy Farleigh Gresham ’70, Alan Colby ’76,
Michael Drain ’70 and guest Debby Trump.

Found a photo of you and some friends during your Millikin days?
Have a photo of you and your alumni friends getting together?
Share it with the alumni office! Send your photos to Millikin Quarterly,
1184 W. Main, Decatur, IL 62522 or e-mail high resolution digital files
to millikinquarterly@millikin.edu.

ALUMNI NEWS
Travel With Us!
Europe

Dec. 13-20, 2008
Join Millikin alumni and friends for an eightday, seven-night trip to Vienna, Prague and
Budapest. Highlights include visits to the St.
Vitus Cathedral in Prague, Fisherman’s Bastion
in Buda and St. Charles Church in Vienna. The
cost is $2,768 per person (with a slight variance
for insurance depending on age) for double
occupancy and includes hotel accommodations,
round-trip airfare and coach travel from Central
Illinois, a highlight dinner in Vienna, breakfasts
and dinners. Hosted by Peg Smith Luy ’75, vice
president of alumni and development.

Galapagos Islands
Jan. 3-12, 2009

Join Millikin alumni
and friends for
a cruise to the
Galapagos Islands
led by Dr. David
Horn, associate
professor of
biology. Visit
Fernandina, Floreana and Espanola islands to
explore caves and underwater life, including
dolphins, sea turtles and mola-mola, the elusive
ocean sunfish. The cost is $5,950 per person
for double occupancy ($8,260 for single) and
includes hotel and cabin accommodations,
round-trip airfare and coach travel from Central
Illinois, admission to Galapagos national
park, all meals and transfers. Hosted by Dave
Brandon, director of development.
For more information on the travel
opportunities above, call the alumni
office toll free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM
(locally, dial 217-424-6383) or e-mail
alumnews@millikin.edu.

SHH ... IT’S A SECRET!
Jan Devore, director of alumni relations
and former dean of student development,
is celebrating her 30th year at Millikin! To
congratulate her, we are planning a celebration
during this year’s Homecoming festivities.
Look for more details in the 2008 homecoming
brochure, due out in late August.

Networking ... with friends
More than 60 alumni and friends attended an April networking event in St. Louis
featuring special guest speaker Rick Bibb, professor of marketing, and hosted by
Jump Co. and its owner Jon Tiede ’92. Top, from left: Andy Hess ’00, Cole Combs
’05, Alyssa Owens ’07, Nick Miller ’05 and Renee Nelson Gray ’05. Middle:
Tiede, Bruce Shumate ’90, Steve Zuber ’90 and Jeromy Ruot ’92. Directly above:
Professor Bibb and Jane Halemeyer Wilson ’87.

But for now, we need your help: We need your
photos, stories and favorite Jan memories
for a special memory book to present to her
during Homecoming. She knows about the
celebration, but she doesn’t know about the
book, so keep it secret! If you have Jan stories
and photos, please e-mail them by Sept. 22 to
MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu or mail to Dan
Stuby, 1184 W. Main St., Decatur, IL 62522.
Summer 2008 Millikin Quarterly
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The view from here: Perkinson Music Center

Originally named the Conservatory of Music, Perkinson Music Center was built in 1912 and served 18 instructors and 88 students. Following the building’s renovation and expansion, completed in April 1999, it was renamed for the late Pat Perkinson ’45
and her husband, C.D. “Perk” Perkinson, in recognition of their $8 million gift to help fund the project and create an endowment
in support of the facility. Now twice its original size, PMC today serves more than 50 faculty and nearly 500 music majors. The
center is also home to Millitrax recording studio, Millikin’s preparatory music department and Kaeuper Hall, named for Hermann
Kaeuper, the musician, School of Music director and architect who directed construction of the original building.
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2008

Homecom-

October 10-12

Stand up and be counted!
Mark your calendars for Homecoming 2008! This year’s reunions
include classes ending in 3 and 8.

Why come to this fall’s Homecoming, Oct. 10-12?
1. Eat free at Saturday’s Alumni & Friends Luncheons.
2. Snack free at Friday night and Saturday morning receptions.
3. Crack a smile for reunion photos for classes and affinity groups.
4. Clap and cheer at the Alumni Awards and Athletic Hall of Fame
Interested in helping plan
a reunion for your class or
organization? Contact the
alumni relations office at
1-877-JMU-ALUM (568-2586).

ceremony.
5. Find friends at LSB, the Winery and the new kid in town, Mi Pueblito.
6. Holler yourself hoarse at Big Blue football vs. Illinois Wesleyan.
7. Catch up with former faculty and administrators at department
open houses, roundtables and special ceremonies.
8. Get back to the classroom – slide behind that desk again and learn
something new at Career Connections.
9. Get warmly welcomed at the Greek open houses.
10. Take a campus walking tour hosted by a current student.

1184 West Main Street
Decatur, Illinois
62522-2084
www.millikin.edu
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