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Get To Know the
Class of 2014
the 411 on Millikin’s Latest
Additions to the Family
•

There are more than 500
incoming first year students
starting at Millikin this fall.

•

86 percent of them are from
Illinois; the rest are from 19
other states.

•

57 percent are female.

•

Up to 10 students will come
from India, France and China.

•

The most popular male name
is John/Jonathan/Jon; the
most popular female name is
Alexandria/Alexandra.

•

40 percent played sports in
high school; 27 percent plan
to continue playing at Millikin.

•

Their personal e-mail
addresses tend to focus on
music, royalty, sports or food.
Other addresses are
descriptive and sometimes
whimsical, such as writingwonder, ballerina_vampire
and thetreesaretalking2me.

•

63 percent like to sleep in;
82 percent prefer to study
with noise and are willing
to share their belongings;
57 percent report they are
generally neat and 2 percent
claim to be immaculate
(wonder what the parents of
these 2 percent would say?).

•

The freshmen’s number one
housing request was to live
with a neat roommate, and
one new student requested a
roommate under age 60 (no
worries there!).

At left: Gorin Hall, home of the admission
team members who compiled these facts.
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Dear Alumni and Friends,
I personally invite you to join Millikin
on a journey that will solidify Millikin’s
position as one of the most distinctive
higher educational experiences in the
Midwest.
On May 14, we announced the
launch of the $85 million “Transform
MU” capital campaign. It is a campaign
that has the potential to revitalize the
university that has transformed so many
lives over the past 107 years. On pages
13-22 of this issue, you can learn about
the priorities of this campaign in detail.
On this page, I’d like to take a moment
to talk about why it’s necessary.
Millikin has a proud, rich heritage
of developing students into leaders
within their fields through its innovative
approach to education. That approach
began with founder James Millikin, who
pioneered the idea of combining theory
and practice as the teaching pedagogy
for preparing students for professional
success.
Today, that philosophy is reflected
in students who are taught to perform
the skills needed for their specific areas
of study in a campus environment that
engages, challenges and energizes them
to make their dreams a reality as they
graduate. The Millikin approach to learning consistently gives rise to graduates
who leave here filled with the confidence to succeed in a world where the
only certainty is that change will come
and they must adapt to it.
Just as in James Millikin’s time, this
is a defining moment. Our number one
priority is to prepare our students to
achieve at a higher level. To facilitate
that, we must continue to transform our
campus and its offerings.
Today, three facilities that met
the needs of the student population
40 years ago are no longer adequate.
We have more students now, a more
expansive curriculum and an increased
number of learning opportunities outside
the classroom to prepare these future
leaders for a 21st century world. 		
The “Transform MU” campaign will
revitalize the northeast side of Millikin’s

campus, securing much-needed new
spaces for academic programs plus
those important and active “living”
spaces for our students – because we
know that is where additional important
learning occurs. And since we know
that the majority of our students and
their families have mounting concerns
about the costs of higher education, our
goals also emphasize increasing scholarship support and commitments to the
Millikin Fund. Additional endowment support for our faculty and the university’s
infrastructure are also vital priorities.
The challenge is clear; the goals
unmistakable. Through our gifts to this
campaign, we have the power to change
the lives of generations of Millikin students – just as our lives may have been
changed by the generous benefactors of
the past. It is our turn to rise and make
a difference for the future leaders and
innovators who will emerge as a result
of their own dynamic Millikin experience.
By giving back to the students of now
and tomorrow, we are moving forward in
positively shaping the world for all of us.
The successful completion of these
goals will also help strengthen Millikin’s
position as a distinctive Midwestern
university, ready to face the escalating
challenges of the ever-changing global
environment of higher education.
Extraordinary times such as these
require extraordinary efforts; they also
present extraordinary opportunities. It
is with confidence in our success and
trust in your enthusiastic support that
we move forward at this transformational moment in Millikin’s history. The
rewards will be profound for all of us and
will ensure that intergenerational equity
through providing the best learning experiences possible to our future students.
I invite you to join me in embracing
the spirit of renewal and enrichment that
is the core of this initiative. By doing so,
we can ensure that the living and learning experiences are even more rewarding
for Millikin students.
Join me in building this bright
future for our students and this country.
Together, we can Transform MU. ●

President’s
Perspective
Douglas Zemke ’66, Millikin President

The Millikin approach
to learning consistently
gives rise to graduates
who leave here filled
with the confidence
to succeed in a world
where the only certainty
is that change will come
and they must adapt to it.
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CAMPUS NEWS
Pearson named vice president
for academic affairs
Barry Pearson, dean of
the College of Fine Arts,
has been named vice
president for academic
affairs. He succeeds Dr.
Donna Aronson, who
announced her resignation this spring.
During his more than 20 years at
Millikin, Pearson has served as Kirkland
Fine Arts Center director and associate professor of theatre, as well as the
College of Fine Arts dean. In 2000, he
received Millikin’s Teaching Excellence
and Leadership Award. Pearson received
his master’s degree in directing from
Indiana University. ●

Peters is employee of the year

2010 Employee of the Year Mary Peters
with President Douglas Zemke ’66.

ADM-Scovill Hall receives
national green award
Millikin is one of only six universities nationwide and the first higher education institution
in the Midwest to receive a national award
for its efforts to make a renovated building
environmentally friendly.
ADM-Scovill Hall, home of the Tabor
School of Business and the campus technology center, was recognized with a gold
rating by the U.S. Green Building Council
for leadership in energy and environmental
design (LEED) of an existing building. More
than 400 renovated buildings nationwide hold
some level of LEED certification; however,
most are office buildings. The only other
higher education institutions to receive this certification are Baylor University, Duke
University, Emory University, University of Colorado, and the Santa Barbara and
San Francisco campuses of the University of California.
“We hope that this certification will serve as a positive example for other institutions looking to improve sustainability in existing buildings,” says President Douglas
Zemke ’66.
Renovation of ADM-Scovill Hall was completed in 2005, and according to John
Mickler, director of facility operations, LEED certification is especially difficult to
receive for renovated buildings. “It’s much simpler to design a green building from
the ground up than to modify an existing structure,” he says.
The award for ADM-Scovill Hall reflects campus-wide efforts to integrate green
efforts in all parts of the campus community, ranging from the use of environmentally friendly products to improvement of the university’s recycling efforts.
The LEED certification process was a learning experience, Mickler says. “The
project has given us a better understanding of what we need to do to improve energy
efficiency in buildings on our campus. Millikin will continue to incorporate costeffective green initiatives in renovation projects and in new construction.” ●
LEED, an internationally
recognized green building
certification system of the
U.S. Green Building Council,
recognizes buildings that
were built or modified to
improve energy savings,
water efficiency, carbon
dioxide emissions, indoor
environmental quality and
other factors.

Mary Peters, administrative assistant
for the College of Arts and Sciences, received the employee of the year award
during a program held in April. Peters
began working at Millikin 22 years ago
as a part-time secretary in the office
of career development and placement.
Since then, she has worked in the offices of student development, dean of
students and the registrar. In addition
to Peters, employees celebrating their
service anniversaries were honored at
the program. ●

ADM-Scovill Hall pictured from the roof of Shilling Hall.
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CAMPUS NEWS

Five named to board of trustees

In May, several individuals were elected to serve three-year terms on the Millikin
board of trustees.
Lucas J. Bills ’03 of Highlands Ranch, Colo., is regional vice president for
Colorado Casualty Insurance Company, a member of Liberty Mutual Group. In
addition to his Millikin degree, Bills completed an MBA from the Fuqua School
of Business at Duke University. He is married to Jodi Fearday Bills ’03; they
have one child.
Kimberly Dickes Kenney, a Decatur native, is an active community volunteer and board member and officer of
Christy-Foltz Inc. and Foltz Inc. She is a third generation
Millikin trustee, following in the footsteps of her grandfather,
Lester Foltz, and her father, Tom Dickes. Kenney completed
a bachelor’s degree in history from Denison University and a
math minor and secondary teaching certificate from Eastern
Michigan University. She is married with three children.
Lucas Bills ’03
Scott Flora ’78 of North Haven, Conn., is president of
the surgical device global business unit for Covidien Ltd.
Flora received his bachelor’s degree in marketing from
Millikin. He is married with two children.
James Vascik ’73, M.D., of Roanoke, Va., practiced
medicine for more than 20 years before forming Atlantic
Coast Neurosurgery in 2006, where he serves as president. He
completed his medical degree from the University of Illinois
School of Medicine. He is married with two children.
Lisa Holder White of Decatur currently serves as a
circuit judge in Macon County, where she is the first African- Kimberly Dickes
American judge to serve in the 6th Judicial Circuit. She is a
Kenney

Business school to launch
student-managed investment fund
Starting this fall, finance majors in the
Tabor School of Business will obtain
real-world experience as security
analysts and portfolio managers of a
student-managed investment fund, established by a $100,000 allocation from
the university’s endowment.
“I cannot think of a better way
for our business students to test their
knowledge than to apply it directly,”
says Dr. Jim Dahl, dean of the Tabor
School of Business. “Our students will
be held to the same standard as investment professionals.”
Unlike similar programs at other
institutions, Millikin’s fund will be incorporated into the finance majors’ curriculum through a three-semester course
sequence. Students will be advised by
faculty members and professionals in

the financial services industry.
The program provides another
component to Millikin’s multi-faceted
business education, including dual degree opportunities in Europe and Asia,
internship opportunities with multiple
Fortune 500 companies, seed money for
students to start their own businesses,
domestic and international business
consulting opportunities, a student-run
business incubator and a nationally
recognized entrepreneurship program.
Finance major D.J. Cropper ’10
helped develop the curriculum and says
it’s “a phenomenal opportunity.”
“Investing money as an undergraduate adds an entirely new element to
our educational experience by teaching
us what textbooks and simulations cannot,” Cropper says. ●

Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
to speak on campus Sept. 22
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
will be the speaker
for the 2010 Thomas
W. Ewing Lectureship
to be held Wednesday, Sept. 22, at
7:30 p.m. in Kirkland
Fine Arts Center.
The event will be
free and open to the
public.
Kennedy was named one of Time
magazine’s “Heroes for the Planet” for his
success in helping lead the fight to restore
New York’s Hudson River. In 2009, he was
named one of Rolling Stone’s “100 Agents
of Change.”
Kennedy serves as senior attorney for
the Natural Resources Defense Council,
chief prosecuting attorney for the Hudson
Riverkeeper and president of Waterkeeper
Alliance. He is a partner in the clean tech
work of Silicon Valley’s VantagePoint
Ventures and environmental advisor to
Napo Pharmaceuticals. He is also a clinical
professor and supervising attorney at Pace
University School of Law’s Environmental
Litigation Clinic and cohost of “Ring of Fire”
on Air America Radio.
Kennedy has worked on environmental
issues across the Americas and is credited
with leading the fight to protect New York
City’s water supply. He also helped lead the
fight against anti-environmental legislation
during the 104th Congress.
Kennedy has written three books:
“Crimes Against Nature,” “The Riverkeepers” and “Judge Frank M. Johnson Jr: A
Biography.” His articles have appeared in
several national publications, including
the Wall Street Journal, Newsweek and
Esquire.
The Thomas W. Ewing Lectureship was
created by Millikin and retired Congressman Ewing’s colleagues in recognition of
his many years of public service. Ewing,
a 1957 Millikin graduate, retired in 2001
after serving nine years in the U.S. House
of Representatives from the 15th District
of Illinois. He previously served 17 years in
the Illinois House. ●

CAMPUS NEWS
Faculty vocal ensemble
releases new CD
Gravitación, the vocal ensemble in
residence at Millikin, recently released
its second full-length CD through the
university’s First Step Records. The CD,
entitled ‘Le stagioni
– The Seasons,’ is a
collection of virtuoso
Italian madrigals.
Members of
Gravitación include
Dr. Daniel Carberg,
associate professor of
Carberg
music, and Matthew
Leese, instructor of
music.
For more
information about
Gravitación (www.
gravitacion.org) or
First Step Records
(www.firststepreLeese
cords.com), visit their
websites. ●

Fanis presents GOLD lecture

Linda Fanis ’02 and Dr. Anne
Rammelsberg, associate professor
of biochemistry.
Linda Fanis ’02 delivered the Fourth
Annual Graduates of the Last Decade
(GOLD) Lecture on campus in April.
Linda’s seminar, “How did I get from
there to here?,” described her varied
experiences since graduating from Millikin, including completing a master’s
degree, teaching chemistry at the community college level and working in her
current position as outreach manager
at the Journal of Chemical Education in
Madison, Wis.
The GOLD lecture series is sponsored by the Millikin chapter of the
American Chemical Society. ●
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Andersen CEO speaks at commencement

S

Spring Commencement was celebrated
with two graduation ceremonies during
the weekend of May 15.
Approximately 300 students participated in Millikin’s traditional ceremony on Sunday, May 16, at the Decatur
Civic Center. James E. Humphrey ’68
(at right), chairman and chief executive officer of Andersen Corporation,
delivered the commencement address.
The ceremony also included remarks by
senior Brynn Traughber of Moweaqua,
Ill., selected by her fellow classmates to
address the graduating class.
Humphrey joined Andersen, the
world’s largest window manufacturer,
in 1999 and worked in a number of
different roles, including serving as Andersen’s ninth president, before being
named chief executive officer in 2003
and chairman of the board in 2008.
He completed a bachelor’s degree
in marketing at Millikin and his wife,
Marjy Haines Humphrey, is also a 1968
Millikin graduate.
Earlier in the day, Millikin’s graduates and their families had the opportunity to attend a baccalaureate ceremony
in Kirkland Fine Arts Center featuring
an address by Dr. William Bodamer,
professor emeritus of religion.
The commencement ceremony
for graduates of the Professional Adult
Comprehensive Education (PACE)
and Master of Business Administration
(MBA) programs was held May 15 in
Kirkland Fine Arts Center. It marked
the graduation of 56 students earning

their bachelor’s
degrees from
Millikin through
PACE, the accelerated bachelor
degree program
for adults, and
22 students
receiving their
MBA degrees.
The speaker
for the Saturday
night ceremony
was Karen
DeWerff Crapse
’88, international
quality leader for
Cummins Inc., and a member of Millikin’s board of trustees. The ceremony
also included speeches by PACE graduate Amy Davenport of Monticello, Ill.,
and MBA graduate Marcus Brown of
Decatur, who represented their fellow
classmates.
Crapse earned a bachelor’s degree
in industrial engineering from MU
before relocating to Columbus, Ind.,
where she has worked 18 years for
Cummins. She currently serves as international quality leader for the company’s re-manufacturing, parts distribution
centers and warranty administration.
She has been a member of Millikin’s board of trustees since 2007. She
was voted into the Millikin Athletic
Hall of Fame in 2006 for her student
achievements as a track and cross country record holder. ●

Five named to board...
continued from page 5
a graduate of
Lewis University
and the University of Illinois
College of Law.
Lisa is married
to James White
’85 and has two
children.
James Vascik ’73
Lisa Holder White
Three indi- Scott Flora ’78
viduals retired
from the board in May after each serving nine years as trustee: Peggy Madden,
Julie Roe Lach ’97 and Michael Waller ’63. All were granted emeritus status. ●

Shades of Blue
A quick glance at things Big Blue

Want to find another alum? myMILLIKIN can help.
Four years ago, the alumni office launched Milli-Link XP, an
online directory that allowed the university’s alumni to find
contact information on other alumni and update their personal
directory profiles.
Now that system has been replaced with the introduction
of myMILLIKIN, a customized portal on Millikin’s website
that enhances the directory and offers additional features not
previously available. Just as with Milli-Link XP, the information is password-protected and available only to Millikin
alumni, faculty and staff. It is not available to the public. With
your personalized user ID and password, you can log in anytime to:
■ update your personal information, such as your address
■ check your Millikin e-mail account
■ search for contact information about your college 		
friends and classmates
■ add a link to your personal or professional website
■ make a secure credit card gift to Millikin and more.
Through the new alumni directory in myMILLIKIN, you
can search for individuals by name, major, class year, city,
state, employer, student activities and other options.
Complete log-in instructions may be found at www.
millikin.edu/alumni and featured in the box at right are shortcut instructions to get you started. Have questions? Call the
alumni office toll free at 1-877-568-2586 (JMU-ALUM). ●

How do I log in to myMillikin?
Click on the myMILLIKIN link you’ll find on the alumni home
page (www.millikin.edu/alumni) or visit my.millikin.edu.
If you used myMILLIKIN as a student, you already have a
user name and password, so simply log in as before.
If you’ve forgotten how to log in, are a new user or have
been logging in through the Milli-Link XP link, click on “Oops.
Did you forget your password or do you need to create an account?” You’ll be asked to supply the answer to four questions
to establish or renew your new myMILLIKIN account.
How do I find a classmate?
Once you’ve logged in to myMILLIKIN, click on “Alumni Directory” on the menu on the right side of the page. Type in the
options you wish to search by (Last Name, Class Year, City,
etc.) and hit “Search.” There is a demo at the top of the page
to help you.
My information is incorrect. How do I update it?
Once you’ve logged in to myMILLIKIN, click on “MU Online” on
the menu. Next, click on “Milli-Link XP Online Alumni Directory,”
then “Your Directory Profile.” At the bottom of your profile is a
“Submit Changes” button. Click on it to make your updates.

Have you buddied up to Mr. B.B.?

HOMECOMING
BY THE NUMBERS
» 1-3

The dates of this year’s
Homecoming in October

» 70

The number of events
held during Homecoming
last year

Those with class years
ending in these numbers
are celebrating special
reunion gatherings at
Homecoming this year.

»7

The cost of the Saturday
Homecoming luncheon
for alumni and their
family members. (Watch
your mail in the next few
weeks for a brochure
of the complete list of
Homecoming events.)

The number of years that
retiring President Doug
Zemke ’66 has served as
Millikin’s president. He
and his wife, Ellen, will
be honored at a retirement
reception open to alumni
and friends on Saturday
evening. The president
retires in December.

»

» 40

»0

They did! During last year’s homecoming, these three alumnae took a
moment to celebrate their reunion with a costumed Mr. B.B., short for “Mr.
Big Bronze Man on Campus.” From left, Judy Littleton Slade ’60, Ruth
Wieland Meyer ’59 and Angie Davis-Burke Grace ’59. E-mail your high
resolution photos (300 dpi or higher) with Mr. B.B. to MillikinQuarterly@
millikin.edu or mail your actual photographs (no computer printouts, please)
to Millikin Quarterly magazine, 1184 West Main Street, Decatur IL 62522.
We’ll try to print one each issue, space permitting.

» 5 and 0

16

The number of alumni
being honored this year
at Homecoming. Six
individuals will receive
alumni awards, and 10
will be inducted into the
Athletic Hall of Fame.

The number of years that
the Athletic Hall of Fame
has been in existence – a
fact that will be celebrated
at Friday’s awards dinner.

» 1960

The golden anniversary
class this year
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FEATURE

This summer, why not escape into a book?
Take a page from Millikin faculty and staff, who recommended more than 30 books for this year’s summer
reading list. The following are excerpts from the list,
along with the name of the individual who recommended
each book. For the complete 2010 Summer Reading
Guide compiled by Millikin’s English department, visit
www.millikin.edu/academics/cas/english.

1

“Byron in Love” by Edna O’Brien
This slim volume is a good and relaxing introduction
to the life of a literary rock star: incestuous, seemingly
pan-sexual, a world sensation and literary icon in his own lifetime, and the author of some of the most ambitious poems in
English. Byron’s life could not have worked as fiction because it
would have been dismissed as unbelievable. (Dr. Stephen Frech)

2

“Every Man Dies Alone” by Hans Fallada
Fallada spent time in an insane asylum under the Nazis,
and supposedly wrote this book in 24 days in 1947. The
plot, based on a historical case of a couple who distributed
anti-Nazi pamphlets around Berlin, is suspenseful, and the
setting and atmosphere feel historically accurate – seedy and
corrupt. (Professor Andy Matthews)

3

“Franny and Zooey” by J.D. Salinger
These paired not-so-short stories demonstrate Salinger’s
wit at its best, while at the same time interweaving a
touching tale of love, connection and family. Here we see the
very human side of a brother and sister dealing with their unusual talents, ideas and lives “outside the norm,” while at the
same time trying very hard to remain connected emotionally to
the rest of the world – and to each other. (Dr. Tony Magagna)

4

“Have a Little Faith” by Mitch Albom
This is the true story of an 82-year-old rabbi who asks
Mitch Albom to deliver his eulogy when he passes.
The two become friends while debating the question, “what
is heaven?” and exploring faith, forgiveness and how to cope
when difficult things happen. (Jacque Wrigley, executive assistant to the vice president for academic affairs)

5

“The Help” by Kathryn Stockett
Set in Jackson, Miss., in 1962, the story revolves around
23-year-old “Skeeter” Phelan and her interest in recording and publishing the stories of the black women who work as
maids in local white families’ homes. Through her relationship
with two of the local maids, Skeeter gathers stories that are
heartbreaking, moving and reflective of a time period that was
both volatile and inspirational. These women, working subversively – and in fear – behind the townspeople’s backs, struggle
to give voice to those who have not been heard. (Professor
Judi Middendorf Crowe ’91)

8
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“Horse Soldiers: The Extraordinary
Story of a Band of U.S. Soldiers Who Rode
to Victory in Afghanistan” by Doug Stanton
This is the true story of the first American Special Forces in
Afghanistan after Sept. 11, 2001. These men fought in some of
the most remote areas of the world with outdated equipment
and little to no ability to speak the Afghan language. This book
reads like a fast-paced novel and takes you right into Afghanistan those first few days and weeks after the attacks on New
York and the Pentagon. (Cindie Zelhart ’10, English department
office manager)

7

“King Leopold’s Ghost” by Adam Hochschild
This is a wonderful introduction to the age of Imperialism and its impact on Africa by a journalist who is also
a first-rate historian. Hochschild weaves together the narrative
of King Leopold and the Congo. You’ll fall in love with the latter
and grow to despise Leopold, who is perhaps one of the worst
villains in modern history. (Dr. Tim Kovalcik ’96)

8

“The Name of the Wind” by Patrick Rothfuss
This intimate yet epic fantasy novel combines an intricate story-within-a-story plot with rich characterization
to tell the tale of Kvothe, a legendary figure known as “the
Kingkiller.” Love, music, revenge, action, magic, myth, monsters, secrets, good, evil and a really awesome library make
this novel an addictive read. (Librarian Amanda Pippitt)

9

“Ophelia Joined the Group Maidens Who
Don’t Float: Classic Lit Signs on to Facebook” by Sarah Schmelling
This fun, silly book brings a new approach to classics from
“The Great Gatsby” to “Lolita,” retelling the stories via news
feeds, profile pages, events, groups, quizzes and memos. It’s a
true mash-up where some of literature’s most beloved characters
and authors meet while social networking. (Dr. Devon Fitzgerald)

10

“Power, Faith, and Fantasy: America in
the Middle East 1776 to the Present” by
Michael B. Oren
Michael Oren traces the American experience in the Middle
East, from the first encounters of solitary American merchant
ships with Barbary pirates in the sun-baked Mediterranean
Sea to the mass armies and high-tech weaponry
of the recent Gulf Wars. (Dr. Dan Monroe)

JUST THE BEGINNING
A glimpse at Millikin’s past

W

When Millikin first opened its doors to
students in fall 1903, the “gymnasium”
facilities consisted of two well-equipped
rooms beneath today’s Albert Taylor
Theatre. As the university grew, facilities became an issue for many departments, and the clamor for new buildings
reached a fevered pitch toward the end
of 1910.
At the Nov. 18 morning chapel
service that year, President Albert R.
Taylor announced that the board of
managers had accepted an offer from
the James Millikin Estate’s board of
trustees to construct two new buildings
for the school, a music conservatory
and a gymnasium. The announcement
was met with raucous fanfare from the
students, who proceeded to march out
of chapel services and snake dance to
downtown Decatur. Cheering and singing, the crowd marched all over downtown until dinner time and reorganized
later for a celebratory bonfire.
Two years later on Feb. 16, 1912,
the new gymnasium, now known as the
Old Gym, was officially opened with a
Millikin-Wesleyan basketball contest,
which MU won 29-13. More than 900
people packed the place, some literally
hanging from the rafters. Since then, the
Old Gym has hosted many contests and
P.E. classes, including the Illinois High
School Association (IHSA) basketball
tournament from 1915-1917. Many
people erroneously think the gym was
the first IHSA basketball tournament
site; however, the tournaments actually
date back to 1908, four years before the
gym was even completed. It was, however, the first site to host the tournament

for three consecutive years, and the
university took advantage of being host
during that time to promote the school,
providing booklets and receptions for
visitors.
As Millikin and interest in its basketball program continued to grow, the
Old Gym eventually proved to be too
small for home games. After Decatur’s
Armory was built in the early 1930s,
Millikin began playing most of its home
games in that larger venue or in the
Decatur High School gymnasium.
Through the years, the Old Gym
took on new life as host to pageants,
dances, circuses and theatrical productions. Currently, it serves as a facility
for Millikin’s theatre and dance department, but a new era for the nearly 100year-old building is coming (see page
18 to learn more). ●

Old Gym’s
history began
with cheers
by Todd Rudat and
Amanda Pippitt,
University Archivists

During World War I, the Old
Gym served as an armory and
infirmary for the Student Army
Training Corps (SATC). During World War II, the building
served the Army’s needs again
during the time the 78th College Training Detachment was
housed on campus.

At left: Gymnastics equipment set
up inside the Old Gym sometime
during the 1910s.
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Returning to LSB Sat., Oct. 2
HOMECOMING 2010
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For one night only

Band reunites for homecoming gig

L

Late one January night, as Rob Arrol ’90 watched a video of
Billy Idol singing “White Wedding,” he thought, “Why didn’t
The Rift ever cover this song?” Arrol had performed with The
Rift, an all-Millikin rock band, during his senior year. He
hadn’t thought of the band in years, but seeing the video triggered a crazy idea. Why not celebrate the 20th reunion of the
class of 1990 by getting the band back together for one more
show? In the wee hours of that morning, he began planning
the return of The Rift.
Though they are scattered across the country, tracking
down former band mates was not hard. Over the years, Arrol,
guitar, had kept in touch with Brad Boston ’90, bass; John
Castino ’93, vocals; and Sean Caldwell ’89, manager. With
a bit of online investigative work, they quickly located Jeff
Kiermas ’90, drums; and Kelli Shrewsbury Lewis ’93, vocals.
Once reconnected, everyone enthusiastically committed to
reuniting, Arrol says. Their first idea was to play at Lock Stock
& Barrel (LSB) during MU’s 2010 Homecoming weekend,
the site of past musical glories. Caldwell contacted LSB about
the idea and the band was immediately booked for Saturday,
Oct. 2. “There are other places in Decatur we could have approached, but it would not have been the same,” Arrol says.
As the band members exchanged Facebook messages,
the event slowly grew from just banging out a few songs to
playing a full evening of 1980s college-radio rock, including
R.E.M., 10,000 Maniacs and U2 – the music that had originally inspired the group’s members.
“I think what set us apart from other local bands was we
were playing the songs they were hearing on WJMU,” Arrol
remembers.
“The Rift was the first band I had the honor of performing with that played what I considered ‘cool music,’ ” says
Castino.
In spring 1989, Boston had joined Arrol and Kiermas to
form the nucleus of what would become The Rift. They spent
the summer considering what kind of band it would be and
working up a song list.
Upon returning to Millikin in the fall, the three musicians
and their manager, Caldwell, put out a campus-wide call for a
lead singer. They auditioned several female vocalists, but only
Shrewsbury captured the alternative rock sound they sought.
The final audition, and only male applicant, was Castino. After
singing one of the required audition songs, Castino asked the
band if they knew the U2 song “Bad.” Caldwell recalls, “I

remember the response being something like, ‘Sure... if you
can sing it!’ and boy did he ever!” It was then they decided the
band would have two lead vocalists, Shrewsbury and Castino.
The Rift debuted Oct. 14, 1989, at a party in a house on
Wood Street where Kiermas’ lab partners lived – thus lovingly
referred to as “The Nerd House.” “It was a great time playing
at parties in those old, rented-out houses,” Kiermas says.
The band soon became a staple at house parties on campus
as well as at live entertainment establishments around Decatur.
The Rift’s first gig at LSB on Feb. 17, 1990, would be the
most memorable of the band’s brief career. In spite of the
bitter cold, the place was standing room only and people were
lined up for a 45-minute wait at both entrances. “It was electric,” remembers Arrol, “…a feeling I’ll never forget.”
As the school year wound down, so did The Rift, playing one last show March 2 in Lower RTUC and winning the
night’s Battle of the Bands competition.
After graduation, several members managed to keep music
in their busy lives. Arrol played in bands through the 1990s.
Shrewsbury performed in the New York City cabaret scene as
well as with an a cappella jazz group. Castino established a
career in radio.
It has been 20 years since the members of The Rift last
made music together. In anticipation, they have been practicing the old songs on their own, and the group rehearsals
planned for this summer will be a sort of homecoming.
“My fondest memories are really of the great friendships
made during my years on campus … and though life has
carried us to different places over the past 20 years, an obvious strong bond and kinship still exists – the same bond that
sparked the initiative to get back together for one last performance on Oct. 2,” Caldwell says.
Check it out in person and join The Rift at Lock Stock &
Barrel on Saturday, Oct. 2, as they rock Homecoming 2010.
But come early, there may be a line. ● by Jerry Johnson ’82
The class of 1990 reunion will be held on the patio
at LSB on Oct. 2 from 6:30-8:30 p.m., prior to the
band’s performance during Homecoming weekend.
Visit the band’s Facebook page to find out the latest
news or to leave a comment of your own.
www.facebook.com/pages/The-Rift/259501604004
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English
professor
alum cherishes
teaching at
Millikin
by Colleen Hart
Kozubowski ’00

Assistant Professor of English and Director of the Writing Center Judith
Middendorf Crowe ’91 with spring semester Writing Center peer tutors and writing
professionals. Front row, from left: Hollie Logsdon ’11, Cate Harriman ’12, Becky
Rauff, Kate Eagler ’11, Mackenzie VanBeest ’11 and Samantha Parks ’13. Back row,
from left: April Gleason ’12, Aubri Barnes ’13, Becky Dorgan, Dustin Clark ’10,
Crowe, Anne Matthews and Dani Osmond ’12. Not pictured: Sara Stuehm ’13.

When she enrolled at Millikin in the late
1980s, Judith Middendorf Crowe ’91
was the university’s only non-traditional
student with a full-time course load. In
under 10 years, she was on the other
side of the desk.
“Back then, I wouldn’t have
thought it possible,” says Crowe, now
an assistant professor in Millikin’s English department. “Yet here I am.”
Crowe returned to the Millikin
family in 1998 after completing her
master’s degree in writing and rhetoric
from Illinois State University.
“Much of what I love about Millikin now is the same as what I loved
when I was a student,” she says. “The
classes are small, which means plenty
of individual attention, as well as
the opportunity for students to learn
through both theory and practice.”
Before finding a home at Millikin,
Crowe taught developmental writing at
Richland, Parkland and Lincoln Land
community colleges.
“The atmosphere in a community
college is different from what you typically find at a four-year institution,”
Crowe says. “Many of the students have
jobs and families, so there’s a lot more
going on in their lives than just their
education. That said, there is an interesting level of diversity in the community
college classroom.”
Crowe accepted her position at Millikin in 1998 – a position which requires
her to take on many roles. In addition to
teaching all levels of the first year writing program, Crowe acts as director of

the Writing Center – a campus resource
which provides students of all ages and
majors with writing assistance from
peer tutors or writing professionals.
Crowe also serves as coordinator
for Millikin’s summer writing assessment program, designed to assist incoming students who may be underprepared
for the rigors of collegiate academics.
“We ask these students to come
in during orientation and simply write
something for us,” Crowe says. “We
then assess their work to determine
whether they would benefit from a
slightly different approach in their first
semester – one which focuses on better
preparing them for the challenges of
academic writing.”
In addition to these roles, Crowe
works with students in the master’s
degree in nursing program while also
teaching courses in tutoring, English as
a second language and film literature.
One of her favorite genres within the
film literature category is horror.
“I grew up on horror movies,” she
says. “They have always appealed to
me. The focus of my class is to explore
the sociocultural underpinnings of the
horror genre.”
Another favorite topic is the subject
of “movie outsiders” – characters whose
looks and/or behaviors exist outside
social norms.
“I encourage my students to
explore how and why we as a society
discriminate against these individuals,”
Crowe says. Analyzing Johnny Depp
movies is a focus because Depp “is an

W
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outsider in his own craft – an actor who
has consistently chosen to play nontraditional roles,” Crowe says.
Crowe has received numerous
awards for her work, including the 2009
Alpha Lambda Delta Award for Outstanding Teaching. “I’ve always worked
as hard as I can in my profession,” she
says. “But that award truly surprised
and humbled me.”
Despite her many awards and recognitions, Crowe simply loves to teach.
“It’s all about the students,” she
says. “To see their creativity and potential molded into something special
– that is truly a joy.”
Crowe is currently preparing to
spend a semester in London with Millikin students as part of the university’s
international studies program. She will
be teaching courses on US/UK pop
culture, travel writing and contemporary
global drama.
“It’s a unique opportunity for all
of us to experience British culture and
daily life in such an immediate way,”
she says. “I think that as a result of our
travels abroad, we all will learn so much
and will return with an enriched understanding of other cultures, ourselves and
our place in the world.” ●

“It’s all about the students.
To see their creativity and
potential molded into something
special – that is truly a joy.”

SPECIAL SECTION

Millikin University Capital Campaign

D

During Commencement weekend in May, Millikin publicly launched “Transform MU,” a five-year, $85 million capital campaign. At that news conference, Millikin President Doug Zemke ’66 noted that more than $25 million
had already been contributed by alumni, parents, community leaders and
friends of the university. Just over a month later, nearly $30 million had been
pledged to the campaign.
“Transform MU” seeks funding to revitalize the east side of Millikin’s
75-acre campus through planned renovations and expansions to two existing
campus buildings, construction of a new university center and enhancing athletic facilities. Other goals include increasing support for The Millikin Fund,
the university’s endowment, faculty development and student scholarships.
“We are pleased at the early response to this effort at a defining moment
in Millikin’s history,” said Peg Luy, vice president for alumni and development and a 1975 Millikin graduate. Luy leads up the MU staff members who
work with volunteers to coordinate fundraising efforts.
The campaign’s steering committee is co-chaired by Millikin Trustee Dr.
Stephen Huss, a Decatur orthopaedic surgeon, and Mike Waller ’63, retired
publisher and CEO of The Baltimore Sun. Douglas R. Oberhelman ’75, CEO
of Caterpillar Inc., serves as honorary chairman. All other committee members are trustees or trustees emeriti.
“One of the things that I remember so well from my time at
Millikin is the spirit and confidence that was instilled in all of us – that we
could go anywhere and do anything we wanted,” said Oberhelman.
“Those early days at Millikin gave me the confidence to do anything I
wanted to do. As I think about Millikin today, and that spirit rekindling, it’s
really the point we’re after in our ‘Transform MU’ campaign.”
Learn more about the campaign on the next few pages and by visiting
www.millikin.edu/transform.

GIVING BACK. MOVING FORWARD.
Summer 2010 Millikin Quarterly
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The New

T

The student center is the campus hub where lives are shaped by personal
interactions and experiences outside the classroom. It touches the lives of our
students and serves as a welcoming front door for the student and visitor experience on campus.
Our students’ need for spaces and services to support the activities of the
classroom have far surpassed the capacities of the current facility.
Richards Treat University Center (RTUC), built in 1979, was designed for
a student body nearly half the size of the current one. As a result:
• Dining areas are overcrowded and limited in the choices expected by today’s
students.
• More than 90 student organizations must compete for limited space to host
meetings and activities.
• Antiquated sound and lighting systems, insufficient access to technology and
constricted traffic flow limit the type of student programs, presentations and
activities that may be effectively held in RTUC.
• RTUC was not designed to accommodate the 24/7 energetic lifestyle of today’s students, especially during the evening hours, a peak time for meetings
and gatherings.
The new center will be built on the site of the current RTUC. Research
has shown that in this case, new construction is less costly than renovating the
existing building to meet student needs.

The New University Center at a Glance

• A 24/7 gathering place
• Nearly twice the space of RTUC
• A cohesive assortment of services needed to enhance and balance the student
experience, including:
▪ Campus bookstore
▪ Campus radio station
▪ Diverse dining venues
▪ Formal and informal meeting spaces
▪ Offices for student organizations and student government
▪ Convenience store
▪ Conference/banquet facilities
▪ Mail and duplicating services
The new center will be indicative of the way a Millikin education is integrated
into every aspect of a student’s life and will help attract and retain students.

$27.2
million
for new construction of

approximately 72,000 square feet on
the site of the current
Richards Treat University Center.
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University Center

From the SUB to a Hub

Northeast view of the new center.

For many years, a former World War
II mess hall known as the SUB (Student Union Building, far left) served
as the first campus gathering place.
It housed a snack bar at one end,
the Milli-den lounge at the other, and
students could buy a soft drink and
candy bar for a dime. The beloved
but dilapidated SUB was ceremoniously burned as part of dedication
festivities for a new university center
during Homecoming 1960.
That new center (middle) became
a central hub for thousands of students throughout the ‘60s and ‘70s,
but eventually it also grew obsolete
and was replaced with Richards
Treat University Center (near right).

Millikin University Capital Campaign

The New

E

Exercise science and sport is one of our fastest-growing programs and prepares
students for a variety of career paths, including personal training, event management, coaching, fitness and nutrition counseling, and more. In order to stay
competitive in this discipline and to elevate our program to one of the strongest
in the Midwest, we must provide our students with the tools, resources and
facilities they need to succeed.
Currently, our facilities for this program are pushed beyond capacity:
• In recent years, the program has grown tremendously. A few years ago,
only one major was offered. Today, the 180 students in the exercise science and sport program can choose to study one or more of four different
programs.
• Because of space limitations in Griswold Physical Education Center,
classes are held in up to five different facilities across campus.
• At times, classes must be moved out of the building to accommodate an
athletic event.
Thorough research has shown that the best way to maintain the program’s
excellent reputation and provide adequate facilities is by expanding Griswold
Physical Education Center.

The New Pavilion at a Glance

• Provides space for improvements in all three components of the curriculum:
▪ Classroom instruction
▪ Internships
▪ Preparation through faculty-supervised, hands-on experience
• A human performance training center
• A simulated professional athletics training area
• An exercise physiology lab
• A resource and technology center
• Recognition space for currrent and former athletic standouts
• Faculty offices
• A distinctive, new main entry lobby for Griswold
The result will be a cohesive complex with creative learning spaces that will
allow our students to practice and perform the skills needed to succeed in their
future careers.

What is
Exercise Science
and Sport?
$16 million

for addition of approximately
33,000 square feet
and athletic field enhancements

www.millikin.edu/transform

Exercise Science
and Sport Pavilion

This relatively new field is the result of an
increased nationwide focus on the scientific
connection between physical activity and
better health, the growth of the fitness and
sport industry, and the quest for improved
athletic performance.

Fitness & Sport

Millikin’s department of exercise science and
sport offers the choice of one of four areas of
study, including:

Physical Education

Graduates lead individuals and programs in health, fitness and recreation activities.

Sport Management

Students in this area are prepared to lead sport organizations and businesses.

Athletic Training

Careers in this field include assessing and managing the care of athletes.
Graduates teach kindergarten through high school students about physical fitness,
health and driver education. Many also achieve success as coaches.

Millikin University Capital Campaign

The New

M

Millikin has one of the oldest and largest undergraduate musical theatre
programs in the country – a student-centered program highly regarded for its
professionalism, intellectualism and respect for the craft of theatre. Nationwide,
agents and theatre companies routinely hire our respected alumni to work for
network television, motion pictures and live theatre, including some of Broadway’s top shows.
The spaces currently used by the department are overcrowded and outdated. Faculty offices, practice studios and performance areas are dispersed in
12 separate locations scattered throughout and even off campus. The situation
makes it problematic for students and faculty alike.
To continue to attract and retain qualified students and high caliber faculty,
we must provide well-designed theatre spaces with adequate facilities.
Adapting and enlarging the historic Old Gym is the best step to maintain
and advance the excellence of the program. Completed in 1912, the Old Gym
(lower right) is structurally sound and can be renovated at a cost far less than
constructing a new facility for the same purpose. It is centrally located near the
department’s two main performance stages – Kirkland Fine Arts Center and
Albert Taylor Theatre – and is also near Millikin’s 3-D arts building, where
much of the set construction takes place. The resulting facility will be transformational for the program – unifying people, passions and ideas.

The New Center for Theatre and Dance at a Glance
The proposed renovations will include modern and adequate space for:
• Classroom study
• Rehearsal studios
• Student/faculty interaction and collaborative learning
• A flexible experimental theatre
• A costume shop

The synergy achieved by bringing together the scattered components of the
theatre and dance department will be significant.

$15.5 million

for renovation and an addition of
approximately 34,000 square feet

www.millikin.edu/transform

Center for
Theatre and Dance

Renewing a Campus Landmark
The ivy-covered Old Gym, completed in 1912, was the third building
to be completed on Millikin’s campus. It and a separate facility to house
the School of Music were constructed almost simultaneously and funded
primarily through a $100,000 gift from the James Millikin Estate.
Read more about the first century of this historic building on page 9.

Millikin University Capital Campaign

A

At Millikin, there will always be a place for intelligent, spirited and ambitious
students. The challenge is helping them find the financial resources to pay for
college costs.

Each year, about 97 percent of Millikin students receive more than $27 million in student financial aid from a variety of sources, including loans, government assistance, student employment and scholarships. Included in that total are
the hundreds of deserving students who are able to attend the university thanks
to the support of endowed scholarships made possible by donors to Millikin.

What is an Endowed Scholarship?

An endowed scholarship is established with funds that have been donated to
Millikin by alumni, friends, corporations or foundations.
• You may create a scholarship fund at any time with a gift of any size and
add to it at your convenience, or contribute to the growth of an existing
scholarship.
• Scholarships become endowed once they reach the $10,000 level.
• This money is invested in an endowment fund managed by the university.
• A portion of the income earned by the fund creates a yearly scholarship.
• The remaining portion of the earned income is returned to the endowment
fund so it can grow and yield additional scholarship support each year.
• The endowment fund itself is not spent so that the scholarship can live on
forever to provide assistance to deserving students.
• Scholarships may be named in honor or in memory of the donor, a friend or
loved one, a favorite professor or another individual of your choosing.
• Donors may even wish to commemorate your own Millikin experience by
supporting students of a particular major or school.

Endowed Scholarships Campaign Goal - $10 million

Other
Initiatives

www.millikin.edu/transform
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Endowed Scholarships

Millikin Fund –
$11 million

The Millikin Fund directly affects the
lives of our students and campus community – and does so immediately since
gifts to the Fund are used to fill the
gap created by the costs of the Millikin
student experience that are unmet by
payments for tuition, room and board.

Faculty Development –
$2.3 million

It is paramount for our faculty to have
the resources and opportunities needed
to advance their skills as educators and
further our students’ academic success
in all majors. Continued investment in
the teaching of our excellent faculty
will bring them increased professional
distinction and further enhance Millikin’s overall academic reputation.

Building Endowment/
Infrastructure –
$3 million

This initiative is necessary to
undergird the advancements made
possible through this campaign.
We must cultivate endowed funds
to support and sustain our beautiful
campus facilities to preserve their use
for the future generations of Millikin
students yet to come.

GIVING BACK. MOVING FORWARD.
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Millikin has a proud tradition of academic excellence and a storied history in
athletic endeavors. To continue building on this history, improvements and
additions must be made to athletic facilities for the university’s oldest and
youngest sport programs: football and soccer.

Frank M. Lindsay Field Upgrade

Millikin’s first football game was held in fall 1904 against Illinois Wesleyan.
Millikin won 34-0, establishing football as a cornerstone for Big Blue athletics.
Through the years, the elements required to maintain a successful program have
changed, including the playing field.

Athletic
Facilities

The last major upgrade to the football field was completed more than 20 years
ago. Currently, the field has a natural grass surface with incomplete drainage,
which limits usage primarily to game day to avoid the risk of damage. The
installation of a new synthetic turf (architect’s rendering at right) will allow
games and practices to be held on the same resilient field.

New South Fields Athletic Center

Millikin’s soccer program, still relatively young, continues to field competitive
men’s and women’s teams. During its first 15 years, games and practices were
held at various off-campus locations. The current soccer complex, located in the
southwest corner of the campus, began hosting games in 2003. Renovations to
the field were made in 2006, but there is a need for an on-site support facility
dedicated to this rising program.
The addition of a South Fields Athletic Center (at right) directly adjacent to
the playing field will give athletes space for pre- and post-game activities and
provide a concession facility to serve student and community spectators.

Lighting for Football and Soccer Fields

The addition of lights will expand field use beyond the limitations of daylight,
providing greater flexibility in scheduling games and practices.

$1.7 million

Planned Improvements at a Glance

for installation of turf

• Synthetic turf for Frank M. Lindsay Field
• A new South Fields Athletic Center that includes:
▪ Locker rooms
▪ Athletic training room and office
▪ Concession stand
▪ Public restrooms
• Lighting for both football and soccer fields

$1 million

for new construction of
approximately 3,600 square feet

$600,000

These improvements will help attract skilled players to add to the Big Blue’s
talented rosters and continue building a winning tradition at Millikin.

www.millikin.edu/transform
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for installation of lights

Alumni: Sign up today
for a Millikin e-mail account.

It’s your free gift from the class of 2008!
Now you can
proudly show the world
you are a Millikin alum
whenever you send or
receive e-mails. Each
account features the
millikin.edu extension
following a first initial/
last name-alum format
whenever possible. For
example, a George Smith
might have the e-mail
address gsmith-alum@
millikin.edu, although exceptions must be made
in the case of duplicates.

For more information, visit www.millikin.edu/alumni, or call the alumni office toll-free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM
(568-2586). Locally, dial 217-424-6383.

Gratitude means giving back, volunteer feels
For Beth Mason Creighton
’01 of Decatur, becoming a volunteer wish
granter for the Make-AWish Foundation is her
way of honoring two
people who are especially dear to her – her
mom, who died of pancreatic cancer two years
ago, and 12-year-old
Adam Carter (pictured
at left with Creighton), a
student in her music class at Holy Family School, who lost his
battle with Ewing sarcoma earlier this year.
“Adam was a special boy from a special family,” says
Creighton, who has left teaching to become a paralegal. “I saw
him battle his illness, and I saw how excited he was to get his
wish to meet the St. Louis Cardinals team. He was literally
living for that wish. I thought it would be a privilege to help
other children in that situation have a say about what they wanted
during a time when things are so much out of their control.”
So Creighton went to the Make-A-Wish website and filled
out the initial volunteer form. After a background check, she

began the online training followed by the in-person training,
where wish granters are matched with a partner. The partners
are asked to commit to completing three wishes a year. They
meet with the children and their families and work with the
Foundation to see that each child’s wish is fulfilled. Creighton
was officially certified in May and was assigned her first wish
in July.
With a 3-year-old daughter of her own, Creighton appreciates the gift of good health that Zoe enjoys and feels that
volunteering with Make-A-Wish is a way for her to show her
own child that gratitude means giving back. But mostly, it’s a
way for Adam’s legacy to live on.
“The Carters are a special family, and I would be blessed to
meet and help more families like them,” Creighton says. ●
by Cathy Good Lockman ’79
Editor’s Note: See page 28 for an article about Megan
Minogue Flynn ’04, who is also connected with the Make-AWish Foundation. Cathy Good Lockman ’79, the author of
both articles, appreciates the work of Creighton and Flynn,
as well as the other volunteers and staff of the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, an organization that made it possible for her
niece, Elizabeth Carr, to travel to Walt Disney World before
losing her battle with brain cancer in 2003.
Summer2010
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Travelin’ man

I

In December 2008, Barry Lasswell ’90 left a well-established
career as a software engineer to take a trip around the world.
Sixteen months and 38 countries later, he has no regrets.
Prior to his worldwide adventure, Lasswell’s travel history
was fairly typical – about two weeks of vacation each year,
plus a few long weekends. But one of those vacations – a 2008
Millikin trip to Argentina – changed his life and gave his passport a real workout.
“I’d always wanted to visit Buenos Aires, so when I saw
that Millikin was organizing a trip to Argentina, I jumped
on it,” he says, noting that he was surprised to discover he
enjoyed traveling on his own.
“I spent a fair amount of time with the group, so I wasn’t
totally alone, but I also wasn’t with anybody I knew, so that
made it different,” he says.
It was such an exhilarating experience that Lasswell spent
his plane ride home seriously contemplating a trip around the
world.
“I went right back to work when I got home, but I kept
talking about the idea with my family and friends. The more
I talked about it, the more it began to sound like a plan rather
than a dream,” he says.
By the end of that year, Lasswell had made his decision. He
walked away from his career and began preparing for his journey.
“My coworkers were very supportive, and so were my family
and friends. I think they were all a little jealous, too,” he laughs.
Lasswell planned the majority of the trip on his own, using
travel agents only when absolutely necessary. Though laborious, the planning process paled in comparison with the challenges presented by packing.
“I got on the first plane with two suitcases, and I knew it
was too much stuff,” he says. “I wasn’t sure exactly what I’d
need, though, and I felt I was too old to be a backpacker.”
Less than a month into the trip, however, he relented, buying a backpack and shipping half his belongings home.
His first destination was South America, where he spent
four months. Among the highlights of his visit there were
driving across Salar de Uyuni, the great salt desert of southern
Bolivia, and staying in a hotel made completely of salt. He
also hiked and camped along the Inca Trail in Peru.
Next, he began a three-month exploration of Europe. His
favorite cities included Budapest, Venice, Lisbon, Seville and
Barcelona.
“I have always been interested in architecture, so I tend to
like cities that have beautiful buildings and public spaces. And
good, cheap food and beer don’t hurt, either!” he says.

This 1990 alum turned his dream of world
travel into life-changing reality.
September 2009 found Lasswell in Africa for 10 weeks, a
prospect which both excited and unnerved him.
“I was a little worried about Africa because it was so much
less developed than other places I’d been. But it was also
fascinating,” he says.
“I saw every kind of African animal you can imagine, including lions, elephants, buffalo, leopards and rhinos. It’s also
very common to see giraffes, zebras, gazelles, ostriches and
even elephants alongside the main roads,” he says.
One experience which proved both challenging and exhilarating was camping on the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro.
“We had to set up and take down our own tents and also
help with the cooking,” he says.
Lasswell also quickly learned the importance of securing
his tent against unwanted nighttime guests. “Some visitors
I saw outside my tent included hyenas, monkeys, warthogs,
mongooses, snakes and scorpions,” he says.
Lasswell then travelled to the Middle East, where he spent
two months learning about Islamic culture while floating in the
Dead Sea and climbing Mt. Sinai. He next moved on to Australia and New Zealand, where he spent time with friends he
had made during his first nine months of travel. While there,
he took a 41-hour train ride across Australia, saw kangaroos
and koalas in the wild and held an eight-week-old baby penguin.
His original plan was to travel from Australia to Asia.
Instead, Lasswell elected to return to South America, spending
two leisurely months in Sao Paulo before returning home to
Chicago in June.
“It was great to reconnect with people I hadn’t seen in so
long and do the things I like to do – like go to Cubs games, for
example,” he says.
But he admits that coming home has been scary as well.
“It’s like I’m starting over,” he says. “But I’m trying to view it
as an opportunity for positive change.”
For those who dream of doing what he did, Lasswell offers
this advice.
“Keep talking about it,” he says. “The more you talk about
it, the more likely it is to happen. And one more important tip:
Don’t go to Venice alone – it’s much too beautiful a place to
take in on your own.” ●  by Colleen Hart Kozubowski ’00

“The more I talked about it, the more it began to
sound like a plan rather than a dream.”
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ALUMNI EVENTS
The circus came to town!
The acrobatic act Cirque Voila!
brought their mind-bending skills
and comedic fun to Kirkland Fine
Arts Center in April. Following
the performance, alumni, friends
and family were invited to meet
some of the performers at a
backstage reception and enjoy
circus snacks, including cotton
candy and circus peanuts.
At the reception, Cirque Voila!
performers posed with Janet
Ernst ’78 (standing, second from
right) and her young guests,
Crimson and Lindsay. Joining
the fun were Janet’s sister, Mary
Ann Ernst Pollard ’82 (third from
left) and Janet’s and Mary Ann’s
mother, Marie Alice Rademacher
’49 (second from left).

A day of fine arts
Daryl Luster ’05, Elizabeth Hayes
and their son, Duncan, joined a group
of alumni and friends for an April
event at the Edwardsville (Ill.) Arts
Center, which showcased the art of MU
students, faculty and alumni. Millikin’s
Guitar Studio provided musical
entertainment.

Chicago Club hosts luncheon
After speaking at the annual Chicago
Business Forum and Networking
Luncheon in May, nationally recognized
social media expert Sarah Parker
Evans ’02 (left) posed with Katie Nord
O’Brien ’02 and Erika Goodman ’99.

Grafton event features OneVoice
Sara Roth Hanebutt and Shuree Sockel,
both ’94, enjoyed the May performance
of OneVoice, MU’s acclaimed vocal jazz
ensemble, at the Grafton Winery and
Brewhaus. The event was hosted by Dave
Roth ’63 and the Millikin Club of St. Louis.

Upcoming Events
» Aug. 14

St. Louis – A limited number of tickets
remain for Millikin Day at Busch Stadium. Join us in the Redbird Row Party
Suites as the Cardinals take on the Chicago
Cubs at 3:10 p.m. Cost is $130 per person
and includes an all-you-can-eat buffet. A
motorcoach from Decatur to St. Louis will
be available at an additional cost of $25 per
person and will leave Decatur at 11:30 a.m.
» Sept. 22

On campus – Robert F. Kennedy Jr. will be
the speaker for the 2010 Thomas W. Ewing
Lectureship at 7:30 p.m. in Kirkland Fine
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Arts Center. The event is free and open to
the public.
Kennedy has worked on environmental
issues across the Americas and is credited
with leading the fight to protect New York
City’s water supply. He also helped lead the
fight against anti-environmental legislation
during the 104th Congress.
» Oct. 1–3

On campus – 2010 Homecoming. This
year’s events include:
• Reunions for all alumni whose class
years end in 5 or 0.
• A celebration of the 50th anniversary of

the Millikin Athletic Hall of Fame.
• A special reunion for theatre alumni.
• A farewell reception honoring MU
President Doug Zemke ’66, and his
wife, Ellen. President Zemke will retire
this December.

For more information or to RSVP,
call the alumni office toll free
at 1-877-JMU-ALUM (locally,
dial 217-424-6383) or e-mail
alumnews@millikin.edu.
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Going the
distance

K

Kelly Brehm Wagoner ’00 has lived in Decatur all her life.
But it’s unlikely you’ll run into her at the local supermarket.
In fact, despite her Decatur address, you’re not likely to find
Kelly anywhere in the state of Illinois.
Early this spring, Kelly was driving toward Atlanta, a load
of cookies strapped inside her 53-foot semi-truck trailer.
“We’ll be there by late tonight,” she said on that particular
Tuesday, “and then we’ll turn around and head for L.A. We
should be there by Friday.”
Such is the life of an over-the-road truck driver.
“I never imagined I’d be doing anything like this,” Kelly
says. “But life takes you places you never thought you’d go.”
After earning a bachelor’s degree in marketing from Millikin, Kelly was employed as a member service representative
for CEFCU – a post she held until 2006.
“I’d planned on making my career there,” Kelly says,
“especially once I was promoted to the management track. But
having my daughter changed everything.”
Jayci Alexandra Wagoner was born Dec. 12, 2003, and was
the catalyst for her family’s enormous lifestyle change.
“I was very unhappy at my job,” Kelly says. “I remember
crying every day when I would have to leave Jayci and drive
to Springfield. I just felt like I was gone too much.”
So after two years of 12-hour days, Kelly decided to make
a change.
The idea of truck-driving arose in early 2006.
“One of my coworkers mentioned it,” says Kelly. “It was
just a casual suggestion, but it really got me thinking.”
Kelly first approached her husband, Jeff, an experienced
local truck driver and former Millikin student, with her idea of
obtaining a commercial driving license (CDL).
“I said to Jeff, ‘What if I got my license and we drove
together as a team?’” Kelly says. “He reacted positively to the
idea, though I don’t think he believed I’d really do it.”
Kelly immediately began scouring the Internet for trucking
companies that would accept a small child on their longdistance hauls. Such flexibility, she discovered, was rare.

A 2000 graduate and her family traverse the
country in an 18-wheeler.
Finally, she found Crete Carrier Corporation of Lincoln, Neb.,
a company willing to accommodate a child as young as Jayci,
then just 2½.
“It was a big risk,” says Kelly. “I had to quit my job in
order to attend four weeks of full-time driving school and even
after that, we really didn’t know if the plan would work.”
Kelly earned her CDL in spring 2006, and by that July, the
family was on the road, where they’ve been ever since.
“Most of our family and friends thought we were crazy,”
Kelly says. “But Jeff and I really thought it could work for us.
And for the most part, it definitely has.”
The Wagoner family hauls a variety of merchandise from
one end of the country to the other. They’re on the road for
five to six weeks at a time – around 300 days a year. In 2009,
they clocked nearly 250,000 miles.
“Jeff takes days and I take nights,” Kelly says. “We usually
only stop driving altogether between midnight and 4 a.m.”
As the idea is to cover as many miles as possible, the Wagoners live the majority of their lives in the truck. This includes
cooking, eating and sleeping. They fill the hours by talking
and listening to the radio.
“Women always tell me they could never do it; that they’d
kill their husbands if they spent as much time together as Jeff
and I do,” Kelly says. “But I can honestly say that for the most
part, we don’t get sick of each other.”
In fact, Kelly feels that the road life has strengthened their
11-year marriage.
“Even when we’re annoyed with each other, we can’t stay
that way for long,” she says, “because we know that in a few
minutes we’re going to need each other’s help.”
But how does Jayci – now 6 – fit in to this scenario?
“Jayci has a definite routine,” Kelly says. “She gets up
between eight and nine every day and first does her chores.”
These include making her bed, brushing her hair and teeth,
sweeping the back part of the truck and straightening up her
toys. Next, Jayci spends about three hours with a homeschooling
DVD designed to keep her on pace with other kindergarteners.
continued next page
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CLASS NOTES

What’s happening?
What’s new? Have you moved? Been promoted? Have you become a
parent or spouse? Share your news now and watch for it in an upcoming issue of Millikin Quarterly. Don’t forget to let us know your
current address and please include a recent high-rez (300 dpi or more)
photograph of yourself, if possible. We’ll print the photograph
with your news item if space permits.
Here’s how to submit news for Class Notes or update your
contact information:
• visit www.millikin.edu/alumni and click on “keep in touch”
on the navigation bar.
• send an e-mail to alumnews@millikin.edu.
• mail your information to Alumni Relations Office, Millikin University,
1184 West Main St., Decatur, IL 62522-2084.

Mark your calendar!
Class reunions will be held at Homecoming 2010, Oct. 1-3. Want to
help your reunion chair (see below) plan the get-together for your class?
Call the alumni office toll free at 1-877-568-2586 (JMU-ALUM).

Helen Sibthorp Betz ’40
John Baird ’40
Marion “Vicky” Vick Febus ’45
Bob Murray ’50
Duane & Lynn Helmle Potter ’55
Bryce Boston ’60

Darlene Heit Harshbarger ’65
Bill Schoettle ’65
Tim Toney ’65
Mike Heneghan ’70
Mary Jane Overbay Linton ’70
Dave Brown ’75
Dianne Hill Fischer ’75
Les & Leah Huhnke Hellemann ’80

Homecoming 2010
Marcy Dutton ’85
Tawnya Hooper ’90
Michelle Stremmel ’95
Jay Schleppenbach ’00
Lora Boryszewski Vitek ’00
Karl Kruger ’05
Amanda Russell ’05

Going the Distance
continued from page 27
After that, she’s given free time to read,
draw or watch movies.
“She’s the most adult child I’ve ever
seen,” Kelly says. “She’s always been
that way. Jayci has this amazingly laidback personality, which is, of course,
ideal for our situation.”
The Wagoners make sure to build
physical activity into their routine as well.
“Obviously, we spend a lot of time
in the truck,” Kelly says. “But whenever our schedule allows for it, we stop
somewhere and let Jayci run around,
ride her bike or play ball.”
And they’ve shown her quite a bit of
the country.
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“Jayci’s been to places she might
never have gone if not for our work,”
Kelly says. “She’s seen a country music concert in Dallas, Disneyland and
Universal Studios in California, not to
mention thousands of miles of beautiful landscape.”
The Wagoners have traveled
through all but one of the 48 contiguous states.
“All we’re missing is Maine,” Kelly
says. “We’re thinking about making
a special request to our company that
would get us there before we’re done
with all of this.”

The Wagoners plan to be done with
the road life by summer 2011 because
they feel Jayci will be at an age where
she’ll need to be in school with her
peers. But they do not regret the lifestyle she has experienced during her
formative years.
“I hope Jayci will look back on this
time fondly,” Kelly says. “I hope she’ll
appreciate the time we got to spend
together as a family, and more than that,
I hope this experience will show her
that it’s okay sometimes to go against
the grain.” ●
by Colleen Hart Kozubowski ’00

ALUMNI PROFILE

Making wishes
come true

M

Megan Minogue Flynn ’04 of Chicago had no idea when she
was blowing out her birthday candles as a little girl that the
phrase, “Make a Wish,” would come to mean so much more
to her as an adult. But for the last five years, it’s been part of
her everyday vocabulary and an integral part of her life. Now
when she says, “Make a Wish,” there’s much more to it than
closing her eyes and hoping the wish comes true.
Flynn is one of two wish managers for the Make-A-Wish
Foundation of Illinois, where she oversees the planning and
implementation of wishes for children with life-threatening
illnesses. It’s an emotional job but an exceptionally fulfilling
one, says Flynn, who helped grant more than 700 wishes for
Illinois children last year. The kids’ requests range from taking
a trip (Walt Disney World is the most popular destination), to
being a broadcaster, pilot or ballerina for a day, to meeting a
favorite sports hero, actor or musician and just about anything
in between.
Flynn says it’s not just the day the wish comes true that’s
important to the child. “The process of the child actually being
able to choose is the true magic of the wish,” she says. “When
children are diagnosed with a life-threatening disease, they
often lose any control they had over their life. The disease
dictates much of their daily routine. Providing an opportunity
for them to choose and to regain some small degree of control
is empowering to the child. And then giving them the chance
to look forward to it, plan it and dream about it is important
not only for the child, but for the whole family as well.”
How does the Foundation make that happen? Volunteer
wish granters “are the face of Make-A-Wish, serving as liaisons between the family and the Foundation and coordinating
all the details with the help of our staff of wish coordinators,”
Flynn explains. A large team behind the scenes works to pull
everything off – starting with the fundraising staff of the nonprofit foundation, a role that Flynn knows well after spending
two years in development for Make-A-Wish before assuming
her current position.
Part of those responsibilities included coordinating collegiate fundraising efforts across the state, which Flynn calls a
“fun and productive opportunity.” She participated in similar

This 2004 alum works with the Make-A-Wish
Foundation to make kids’ dreams real.
fundraising events for St. Jude’s Research Hospital as a member of Delta Delta Delta sorority when she was a student. Her
success as a campus coordinator resulted in a promotion to
development manager 18 months later.
“The development role is critical,” says Flynn, explaining
that the average cost of each wish is $5,000. “But as a sociology major, I was also eager to get closer to the human services
side and use my skills to carry out that part of the organization’s mission.”
“Our kids go through so much, and their courage and spirit
is so inspiring,” Flynn says. “You can feel their bravery and
their energy when they can concentrate on envisioning their
future through the power of a wish. You want to do everything
in your power to make that wish come true.”
Sometimes it takes creative planning, like for Peter, who
wanted to be a pilot for a day but whose diagnosis didn’t
allow him to fly at high altitudes. The staff arranged a trip to
Midway International Airport, where he was met by Chicago’s
Mayor Daley, presented with a pilot’s uniform, talked oneon-one with a pilot, received a behind-the-scenes tour of the
airport and enjoyed a quick ride in a helicopter. Then, to keep
his dreams flying high, Peter received a laptop complete with
special flight simulation software.  
“Everyone can understand what has been taken from a child
when they’re diagnosed with a life-threatening condition,”
Flynn says. “Having the chance to see them smile and to help
give them back a little of what’s been taken makes the work
seem much more like a privilege than a job. It truly becomes
part of who you are.” ● by Cathy Good Lockman ’79
Read about Beth Mason Creighton ’01, a volunteer for the
Make-A-Wish Foundation, on page 23.
“Our kids go through so much, and their courage and
spirit is so inspiring. You can feel their bravery and their
energy when they can concentrate on envisioning their
future through the power of a wish.”
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THE LEGACY CONTINUES

Continuing the family legacy
2

1

3

5

4

7

6

8

10

9

11

1. Alycia Moery with sister Jennifer Moery Griffin ’05 and brother-in-law Jeff Griffin ’04. 2. Oscar Mendez with brother Ray Mendez
’08. 3. Patricia Knudsen with mother Pamela Van Meter Knudsen ’08. 4. Ashley Prater with brother Brett Prater, both 2010 graduates.
5. Benjamin Westphal with family friend Anita Wolfer Hornbrook ’76. 6. Brynn Traughber with mother Jan Saddoris-Traughber ’05,
director of Kirkland Fine Arts Center, and fiancé Chad Howard ’05. Not pictured: cousin Brett Barnes ’95 and cousin Susan Wills
Barnes ’96. 7. Richard Schoonover with sister Crystal Schoonover Brothers ’02. 8. Aurora Helton with future father-in-law Kurt
Poulos; future mother-in-law Jill Poulos, administrative assistant in Alumni and Development Center; and fiancé Andrew Poulos ’09.
Not pictured: future brother-in-law Jeffrey Poulos ’07. 9. Cassie Jaeger with aunt Bobette Pfeffer Gerlach ’73. 10. Brandon Walker
with aunt Robin Rosenkranz Grubbs ’80, sister Amanda Walker ’08 and father Dave Walker ’81. 11. Jeffrey Bruninga with mother
Julie Miller Bruninga ’77 and father H. Jay Bruninga ’70.

30

Summer 2010 Millikin Quarterly

May 2010 graduates celebrate with
their alumni relatives at Commencement.
13
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12. Allison O’Field with cousin Aaron Wright ’08, aunt Nancee Young Wright ’84 and uncle Grant Wright ’83. Not pictured: uncle
Todd Wright ’85, uncle Scott Wright ’79 and aunt Laura Bravo Wright ’79. 13. Cindie Zelhart, office manager of Millikin’s English
department, with daughter Marie Zelhart, both 2010 graduates. 14. Lindsay Scully with mother Laurie O’Hare Scully ’85.
15. Dana Kaminski with father Scott Kaminski ’77. Not pictured: uncle Stephen Kaminski ’78. 16. Eric Wolfe with cousin Lindsay
Herriott ’09. 17. Cory Coffman with aunt Tammy Wright ’05. 18. Rachel Ray with mother Kay Lehman ’05. 19. Kenneth John
Mentzer with sister Natalie Mentzer ’07, grandmother LaVonne Rehbein Mentzer ’67 and brother Robert Mentzer ’08. 20. Sarah
Boline with uncle Mark Boline ’86. 21. Melissa Morrison with sister Emily Morrison ’09. 22. Jonathan Sharp with sister Jenna
Sharp Oskin ’06.
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THE LEGACY CONTINUES

May 2010 graduates with their alumni relatives at Commencement.
22

23

26

24/25

26

27

28

22. Samuel Osborne with father Larry Osborne ’78. 23. Harry Culver Hackel with

cousin Katie Moorehead ’05, mother Barbara Abell Hackel ’72 and father Sande
Hackel ’72. Not pictured: uncle Dave Moorehead ’68 and aunt Joanne Abell Moorehead ’70. 24. Curt Hale with sister Kristin Hale Black ’89; cousin Sophi Jesek ’10;
mother Sheila Jesek-Hale ’70, associate professor of nursing; and uncle Warren
Jesek ’74. Curt’s father was the late Dr. Charles Hale, director emeritus of Staley
Library. 25. Sophi Jesek with cousin Kristin Hale Black ’89; cousin Curt Hale ’10,
aunt Sheila Jesek-Hale ’70, associate professor of nursing; and father Warren
Jesek ’74. Sophi’s uncle was the late Dr. Charles Hale, director emeritus of Staley
Library. 26. John Kevin Cole with wife Emily Akins Cole ’99. 27. MBA graduate
Matthew Briggs ’04 with grandmother Lyn Gallion Houston ’59, trustee emeritus;
wife Cathy Martin Briggs ’05; sister Lindsay Briggs Slusher ’06; brother-in-law Matt Slusher ’06 and father Mikel Briggs ’79, chairman of Millikin’s board of trustees. Not pictured: grandfather Robert Briggs ’56. Matthew’s great-grandfather was the late Bernard
Gallion ’28. 28. MBA graduate Brandon George with stepmother Stephanie Markou George ’79.
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Blast from the Past
For the first few decades of Millikin history, getting “carded”
carried an entirely different meaning than what students of the
last several years might think (including the students twisting it
up at left). In the early 20th century, women traditionally carried
small booklets known as dance cards as accessories to dances.
The popular keepsakes were designed to be worn on the wrist
or attached to a gown, and women used the decorative cards
to “pencil in” the names of their gentlemen dance partners.
The cards shown on this page were donated by alumni to the
university archives.
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In addition to spaces for listing the
names of dance partners in order, some
cards also offered spaces to list the song
titles, too. Fraternities had their own
dance cards for women to sign, such as
the Delta Sigs’ card below.

0

May 2

r Ball

Senio
, 1927,

March 10, 1913, Junior/Senior Banquet
Donations of historical Millikin artifacts such as dance cards are
welcomed by university archivists. For more information on how to
gift your treasured Millikin keepsakes to the archives for posterity,
call 217-424-3982.

April 30, 1927, Delta Sigm

a Phi dance
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MY TURN

The sisterhood
of the traveling
housepants
by Cathy Good Lockman ’79

I

I bought a pair of painter’s pants at Applebaum’s in downtown
Decatur in 1976. It really wasn’t a fashion statement, although
at the time, the multi-pocketed pants, along with bib overalls,
were a popular campus fad. No, these babies were all about
comfort and convenience, which in college-speak translated
to: they’re baggy, they go with everything, and they don’t have
to be hung up.
Loving painter’s pants as I did then, it was easy for me to
understand my daughter Mary’s affinity for a particular pair of
gray sweatpants 30 years later. They were a practical purchase
chosen to make it easier and warmer for her to get to and
from the frigid 6 a.m. swim practices she had several times
a week. And at first, that’s just how she used them. But the
comfort and convenience of those no-zipper, hang-off-yourhips, ready-to-wear-right-off-the-floor fleece favorites got the
best of her, and “the pants” began showing up outside of swim
practice. First, it was the occasional football game (“They’re
really warm, Mom”); then they made their way to school
(“I’m taking a test today Mom, and you know I do better when
I’m comfortable”); and eventually they became a wardrobe
staple (“I’m saving you money by not buying new pants,
Mom”). What can I say? She’s the third child; I was tired.
Over the course of two years, Mary’s sweatpants spent
hours sitting in her favorite Mexican restaurant, days rolled
up on a pool deck, and weeks getting snagged on bleachers
and wooden chairs at her high school. They were well loved
and well traveled, which also made them very well worn. So
her senior year, I raised my eyebrow and declared the tattered
fleece to be “garbage worthy.” Mary had been waiting for that
pronouncement, and she had her argument ready. The pants
were too comfortable to part with, she said. How about a compromise? What if she promised to wear them only inside the
friendly confines of home?
So much for my pronouncement. We named them Mary’s
“housepants,” and they became a loving joke between us.
As senioritis crept in, I knew Mary yearned to don those
pants in the high school hallways, but she made good on her
promise. However, that August she rolled her treasured sweats
into a ball and packed them in her suitcase for college. The
housepants were no longer staying in the house. They were
going to party it up in Nashville. I learned from my parent-
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ing days that a girl needs to be comfortable; I learned from
my painter’s pants days that a girl wears what she wants. The
housepants, and the girl, were claiming their independence.
At the end of campus move-in weekend, Mary’s dad and I
awkwardly and agonizingly delayed our departure with one
offer after another. Could we take her to breakfast? Maybe
she needed us to make one last trip to the bookstore or Target
with her? Perhaps the lofted bunks needed to be rearranged
one more time or the closet reorganized? Mary looked at her
pathetic parenting duo and decided it was time to put us all
out of our misery. She invited us up to her dorm room to say
goodbye. After some long hugs and a few tears, she pressed
something into my hand. It felt familiar. I’d washed those
housepants too many times not to recognize the fabric. As I
uncurled my fingers, I saw that Mary had cut off a piece from
the bottom of her tattered and beloved sweats and in permanent marker had written “Love Ya Mom!”
Anyone who’s ever left a child at college can guess what
happens next. Yep, the mom gets emotional. For her, it’s about
the certainty that one chapter is ending. And, usually, the girl
gets choked up, too, but for her, it’s about the uncertainty of a
chapter that is just beginning. No pair of pants can make either
of them completely comfortable with the changing chapters.
Now as Mary’s housepants roam Nashville, there is still a
part of them that never leaves home. In a place of honor next
to my computer, that precious remnant of fabric is tangible
evidence of a loving debate and a journey toward independence. I look at it every day and smile as I read Mary’s e-mails
about college life or see her face and hear her voice during our
occasional Skype sessions. The technology we use to communicate makes me think that things have really changed a lot
since I was wearing painter’s pants.
But then again, the journey really hasn’t changed at all. ●
Cathy Good Lockman ’79 is a freelance writer and editor.
She and her husband, Tom Lockman ‘77, who recalls Cathy’s
painter’s pants, have three children: Mary (above with
mom), 18; Sara, 26; and Tommy, 28. In addition to sharing
a love of comfortable pants, Cathy and Mary, who is a rising
sophomore at Vanderbilt University, share membership in
Alpha Chi Omega.

THE VIEW FROM HERE

Corner House

Located at the intersection of Main Street and Fairview Avenue, the Corner House was home to members of Delta Sigma Phi
fraternity beginning in 1969. Originally, the house was owned by Henry Owen, who was a member of Millikin’s board of managers.
Before the university bought the house in 1964 to help provide additional housing for male students, it had been turned into the Tabor
Townhouse Motel-Hotel. It was renamed Owen Hall and housed 35 men in fall 1964. Delta Sigma Phi then bought the house from
Millikin in 1969 and occupied it until 1985, when Millikin bought it back, renamed it the Corner House, and used it as an all-women’s
residence hall until 1996. The house is now home to the music department’s percussion equipment, and music students studying
percussion practice there. While most campus maps still officially refer to it as the Corner House, many students, faculty and staff now
call it the Percussion House.

Did you know... ?
At 1295 West Main Street, the
Corner House shares a similar
address with the Decatur Indoor
Sports Center at Millikin (DISC),
located one block south at 1295
West Wood Street.

Millikin’s student newspaper,
the “Decaturian,” formerly had
an office in the basement of the
Corner House. The Dec is now
located in Blackburn Hall.

As a student, Millikin’s Director
of Major Gifts Anne-Marie Proske
Berk ’88 lived in the Corner
House for three years with
Melissa Neville Rose ’88 and
Lauri McMaster ’88. Berk recalls
the fact that each room had its
own bathroom as “fabulous.”

1184 West Main Street
Decatur, Illinois
62522-2084
www.millikin.edu
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