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The Millikin Mission:
To Deliver on the Promise
of Education
At Millikin, we prepare students for
• Professional success;
• Democratic citizenship in a global
environment;
• A personal life of meaning and value.
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Campus
News

University signs exchange
agreement with Chinese university

University Choir, Chamber
Chorale on tour in January
The nationally recognized University Choir will
present 15 concerts in seven states during their
annual winter tour January 5-21, including a
stop in Glen Ellyn, Ill., to perform at St. Petronille
Catholic Church, 458 Hillside Avenue, on Jan. 20 at
7:30 p.m. The University’s Chamber Chorale also
will be on the road in January, performing concerts
in seven cities in Illinois and Wisconsin during their
annual winter tour. For complete itineraries on
both groups, visit www.millikin.edu/music/

Millikin publications
earn national awards
Millikin Quarterly magazine has received a national
2006 Apex Award of Excellence in the category
of four-color magazines. The award is based on
excellence in graphic design, editorial content and
overall effectiveness and excellence in communication. This is the first time the university has
entered the magazine in the competition.
A brochure for the Tabor School of Business
featuring ADM-Scovill Hall and the Kirkland Fine
Arts season guide were recognized with national
design competition awards from the American
Graphic Design award competition. Haley Nivens
of the marketing and media relations office was
the designer for both brochures.

High school students
invited to visit campus
Millikin’s admission department is hosting open
houses for high school students who may be
considering Millikin as a college choice:
Monday, Jan. 15 (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
Monday, Feb. 19 (President’s Day)
Friday, April 27 (for current juniors)
At the open houses, information will be distributed about a new legacy scholarship available for
the children and grandchildren of Millikin alumni
(see page 7 for more details). A new sibling scholarship is also available.
To register for any open house, schedule
an individual campus visit for another date, or
learn more about the legacy scholarship, call the
admission office at 1-800-373-7733. High school
students may also wish to visit www.millikin.edu to
sign up for the Big Blue VIP program.
4

Winter 2006-07 Millikin Quarterly

This fall, Millikin signed a sisterhood accord with Changchun University of Chinese
Medicine. Seated from left at the signing ceremony are Zhihong Wang, president of
Changchun University, and Millikin President Douglas Zemke.
To attain a higher level of understanding between the U.S. and the Peoples Republic
of China, and to provide more international study opportunities for its students, Millikin signed a sisterhood accord with Changchun University of Chinese Medicine.
The agreement will stimulate and support research, language courses and exchange programs, and develop joint programs, both academic and cultural, between
students and faculty of the two institutions. Millikin President Doug Zemke ’66 and
Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Jamie Comstock signed the accord earlier
this fall during a visit to China. Also making the trip was Steve Fiol, Millikin’s director of international education.
The agreement builds on an existing relationship between the schools. This past
summer, 12 Millikin students received a first-hand view of traditional Chinese medicine during a travel course at Changchun University of Chinese Medicine under the
direction of two Millikin nursing professors.
The relationship between the schools will include the exchange of students, primarily in the field of nursing, from both schools. Exchanges and academic visits of
faculty, staff and students and joint research projects will be encouraged.
The accord will supplement several Asian educational opportunities Millikin
already has in place. For example, education students can teach English and learn
about Chinese culture through an exchange program Millikin has with the Subsidiary
Experimental School of Northeast Normal University in Changchun, China. Millikin
also has an exchange program with Taiwan’s Tunghai University where Millikin students have studied and taught English as student teachers. Each summer, a group of
students from Tunghai come to study at Millikin, and in 2007, Dr. Tatiana Isakovski,
assistant professor of finance, will spend the spring semester teaching at Tunghai.
Millikin’s campus also will have an exchange professor for the spring semester with
a professor visiting from the University of Social Sciences and Humanities in Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam. Other countries where Millikin students have recently studied
include France, Germany, Mexico, Chile, Paraguay, Peru, Argentina, the Dominican
Republic, England, Italy, Spain and South Africa.

Say hello to Bronze Man Books
Following in the footsteps of opening a successful student-operated record label
and retail art gallery, Millikin has formed a student-owned and operated press,
Bronze Man Books.
The new publishing company was founded through the course, “The Art of
Publishing,” co-taught by Professor Ed Walker ’85, chair of the art department
and Dr. Randy Brooks, chair of the English department, who has more than 30
years of publishing experience with his own company. All writing and design
work for Bronze Man Books will take place in Millikin’s Media Arts Center.
The company will be composed of five functional divisions including editorial,
production, marketing, sales & operations and a community advisory board.
Senior English major Leah Hurt of Evansville, Ind., and English major and
December graduate Bethany Tabb of Knightstown, Ind., were the first co-editors
for Bronze Man Books.
“I really wanted to be a part of beginning this company,” Hurt said. “I am
learning how to publish a book and learning how to work with all of the areas
involved to get that done.”
Tabb has completed an internship with a publishing company and was co-editor-in-chief of Millikin’s student newspaper, the Decaturian. “Bronze Man Books
is a really good experience that allows me to get my hands on the publishing
process,” said Tabb. “By working with the authors
in editing, I have gained a better feel for the entire
process.”
Senior marketing major Carrie Meyrick of
Middletown, Ill., directs the new company’s marketing efforts and developed a business plan, which
modeled those used by Millikin’s student-run record
label, First Step Records and Millikin’s student-operated retail art gallery, The Blue Connection. Paul
Kloeckner of McHenry, Ill., a senior commercial art
major, leads the Bronze Man Books design staff of
five students, who have created a logo, bookmarks,
letterhead and business cards for the new company.
Bronze Man Books published its first book in
November with the release of “Ants in the Band Room” by Laura Podeschi ’06.
Podeschi graduated last May with a major in graphic design and a writing minor.
Part of the editing process for her book included extensive testing of the book at
children’s libraries, Decatur’s Baby TALK, and in test readings with kindergarten and first grade students. Once the book was published, Bronze Man Books
promoted the book statewide and nationally, hosting publication events, working
with the author to promote the book, sending out review copies of the book and
marketing the book to bookstores and booksellers.
The student staff is planning future publications, including a photo history of
the Vespers tradition at Millikin (see page 46 for more information). They are
also currently interviewing students who will take over the company when the
current staff graduates.
“The main draw for me is that it is really nice to be a part of something that
is truly student run,” said Production Manager Brian Blankenship, a junior English-writing major from Evergreen Park, Ill. “I feel like my voice is really heard.
We feel like we have creative input on the products that we are building.”
“This is a part of Millikin’s history,” said Walker. “These students are making
the first stab at running a student-run press at Millikin.” Hurt adds, “When we
graduate, we will have something to come back to and always be a part of. It will
give us a real connection to Millikin.”
Bronze Man Books is named in honor of “Mr. B.B.,” the statue that sits in the
heart of campus. For more information, visit www.bronzemanbooks.com.

Campus
News
Dean Czerwinski announces
his upcoming retirement
Ralph Czerwinski, dean of
the College of Arts and
Sciences, has announced
his upcoming retirement,
effective at the end of the
academic year.
“Although I am truly
happy for Ralph to have
this opportunity to retire, I
also know that we will miss
his contributions and his friendship,” said Vice
President of Academic Affairs Jamie Comstock in
a memo to campus.
Czerwinski’s retirement comes after nearly
30 years of service to Millikin, first as a faculty
member in the mathematics department, then as
chair of the department. He was named dean of
the College of Arts and Sciences four years ago.
A search committee is leading the process to
find a new dean.

Roe speaks at 2006
winter commencement
Approximately 150 graduates took part in
Millikin’s winter commencement ceremony Dec.
17 in Kirkland Fine Arts Center. The commencement speaker was Julie Roe ’97, a member of the
Millikin board of trustees. Student speakers were
Maureen Ritter, an English education graduate
from Lansing, Ill., and Patti Freimuth, an early
childhood education graduate from Argenta, Ill.
Roe is director of enforcement for the NCAA,
leading a team of investigators that investigates
and processes major infractions. Additionally, she
is the staff liaison to the sportsmanship and ethical conduct committee.

Millikin makes leadership
changes in admission area
Stacey Hubbard, director of financial aid and the
Student Service Center for three years, has been
named dean of admission and financial aid. She
brings 15 years of higher education and financial
aid experience to the position. Also, Stacey LaFeber has rejoined the admission staff as associate dean of admission. LaFeber, a 1990 Millikin
graduate, previously spent nine years in Millikin’s
admission department, serving as a counselor,
assistant director and associate director. She
spent the last five years as an academic advisor
for the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at the
University of Illinois.
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Faculty
Profile

Q

By Celeste Huttes ‘88

Nursing without borders

1950s and has gained momentum in the past
decade as the country grows more diverse.
Certified in transcultural nursing since 1998,
Hilgenberg says, “Transcultural nursing is a
specialized field where nurses use their skills
and knowledge to provide care that is culturally
competent and specific. The idea is to show
more respect for practices that people value,
and to integrate and blend therapies.”
That may mean, for example, incorporating
folk remedies into traditional Western treatments, or handling patients with deference to
their religious or ethnic preferences.
Ultimately, transcultural healthcare helps
bridge the gap between the cultural, spiritual
and physical needs within patients.
“Clients want to be treated with respect to
their cultural heritage,” says Hilgenberg. “And
research shows that patients improve faster
with culturally congruent care.”
In a field like transcultural nursing,
Millikin’s emphasis
on global learning
opportunities takes
on added importance and appeal.
One such overseas
education took
place in 2006 when
Hilgenberg and Dr.
Karla Luxner, an
assistant professor
Hilgenberg and students at the University of Chinese Medicine
in the School of
Nursing, led a group of students to Changchun,
a natural channel for her love of people.
China, to explore traditional Chinese medicine.
“Nursing is a wonderful career – it’s chal“In China, both forms of medicine [traditional
lenging and rewarding,” she says. “No two days
and modern] are accepted and respected,”
are ever alike.”
says Hilgenberg. “They are not in competition
For 15 years, she indulged her dual passions
with each other; they are complementary.”
for nursing and teaching in community mental
For two weeks, the University of Chinese
health facilities, family practices and outpatient
Medicine acted as host to the Millikin group,
clinics before bringing them together at Millikin
offering opportunities for hands-on experience
University beginning in 1990.
with alternative healing modalities.
“I enjoy teaching, and I love working with
The group received and gave treatments in
students,” she says. “It’s fun to see their enthugua sha, which involves scraping the skin with
siasm and watch them grow intellectually.”
buffalo horn to relieve aches, pains and chest
Hilgenberg stretches her students’ minds
congestion; and moxibustion, where a subwith explorations of two areas closest to her
stance called moxa is applied to pressure points
heart: psychiatric nursing and transcultural
on the skin and heated to relieve pain. They
nursing. The latter field was founded in the
uietly they stood, entranced, in a dim,
candle-lit room in the remote mountains
of the Dominican Republic. Surrounded
by symbolic artwork and totems to
summon healing forces, Dr. Cheryl Hilgenberg,
professor of nursing, and a small group of
Millikin nursing students witnessed a ceremony
led by a female curandero, or folk healer. Later,
the students met with an elderly healer who had
devoted most of her 90 years on the planet to
ayurvedic medicine, an ancient, earthy form of
healing, a ritual seldom seen by American eyes.
“These were once-in-a-lifetime experiences,”
says Hilgenberg. “They have remained vivid in
my memory.”
The memory of that trip is one that inspires
Hilgenberg in her quest to expand notions of
healing and broaden the field of nursing.
It is a profession that called to her long ago,

also experienced
acupuncture and
cupping, a method
of applying heat and
creating a vacuum
next to the patient’s
skin.
Closer to home,
Hilgenberg has
conducted extensive
research into the
Dr. Cheryl Hilgenberg
healthcare practices
of the Amish population in Central Illinois,
gaining insight into the important role religious
beliefs have in Amish attitudes toward health.
“Most Amish are very accepting of their
healthcare status, even serious diagnoses,”
says Hilgenberg. “They are strong in their faith
and many view whatever happens as God’s will.”
Ultimately, Hilgenberg hopes to use her
research with the Amish to educate nurses so
they can be more helpful in addressing the
needs of specific populations.
The mentally ill represent another area of interest for Hilgenberg. Her courses in psychiatric
nursing offer a blend of classroom learning and
clinical experience at community agencies and
in-patient psychiatric facilities.
“I try to impress upon my students that they
will find mental health issues in all educational
and socio-economic levels and in all healthcare
settings,” she says.
Armed with expertise in psychiatric and
transcultural nursing, Hilgenberg hopes to cultivate nurses who will help fill a significant shortage in the profession. Millikin’s new master’s
degree program with clinical nurse leader and
nurse educator tracks, which debuted this fall,
is particularly timely, she says.
“The nurse educator program will help ease
the nursing shortage,” she says. “You can’t
increase the number of nurses unless you
increase nursing faculty.”
With Hilgenberg teaching several of those
classes, a new generation of nurses will experience her passion for the profession and hunger
for healing that goes beyond borders.
“As a nurse, you help people be the best they
can be, physically and emotionally,” says Hilgenberg. “You share people’s saddest moments
and their greatest joys as well.”

An Endowed Scholarship Fund
a gift that will last forever

The gift that lasts forever isn’t diamonds, but a scholarship. It’s the perfect way to honor or remember someone who has had an impact on your life, or a way to
ensure your or your family’s legacy through a named
scholarship.
And did you know that you can start a scholarship
fund at any time with a gift of any size, and add to it as
it’s convenient for you?
Once the scholarship reaches $10,000 through
accumulated earnings and contributions, it becomes
endowed and can begin to support deserving Millikin
students through annual scholarship awards. Gifts to
your scholarship fund may be made at any time through

a variety of methods, such as outright gifts, retirement
funds, charitable remainder trusts, insurance policies or
bequests.
Scholarships may be named in honor or in memory
of the donor, a friend or loved one, a favorite professor
or another individual of your choosing.
The process need not be complicated, and our
planned gift officers can assist you. For more information, complete and mail the form below, or call our office
toll free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM (locally, dial 424-6383), and
ask for Peg Luy, vice president for alumni and development; Anne-Marie Berk, director of major gifts, or Dave
Brandon, director of development.

Yes, I want to learn more about setting up an endowed scholarship at Millikin.
Please send me free information.
Please contact me personally by phone at
Name
Address
E-Mail Address
City
State

Zip Code

Clip and mail to Millikin University, Alumni and Development Office, 1184 West Main Street,
Decatur, Ill. 62522 or call toll free for information to 1-877-JMU-ALUM.

Sports

T

wo May graduates received the Lindsay
Medallion at a presentation held during
a Big Blue football game in the fall. The
award is presented annually to outstanding Millikin student-athletes. Angie Hawk ’06 of
Decatur was recognized for her contributions to
the track and field team, and Lance Brooks ’06
of New Berlin, Ill., was recognized for his accomplishments in track and field and basketball.
Hawk, one of the most decorated track and
field athletes in Millikin history, capped her collegiate career by finishing second in the triple jump
at the 2006 NCAA Division III Outdoor Championships in May, earning her first-ever podium finish
and All-America honors, in addition to setting a
new school record. That accomplishment was all
the more remarkable considering that Hawk was
unable to compete in the 2006 indoor track and
field season due to a foot injury.
Overall, in her four years competing for the
Big Blue, Hawk competed in the NCAA track and
field championships seven times and earned AllAmerica honors on six different occasions. She
became the first-ever Millikin athlete to compete
in all four NCAA Outdoor Championships and the
first to earn All-America honors in each of the
four Outdoor Championships. She also set Millikin records seven times and set two new CCIW
records.
“Few Millikin athletes have advanced to
national competition as frequently as Angie and
competed as successfully for All American honors
as she has,” said Don Luy, chair of the exercise
science and sport department and Hawk’s
former coach. “Her determination to overcome
a serious foot injury was inspiring and totally
descriptive of her track and field career. At her
last NCAA championships, Angie regained not
only her All American form, but also earned her
highest placing ever in NCAA competition with a
lifetime best triple jump.”
Hawk was a threat in the triple jump, her
signature event, but also earned honors in
the long jump. In her four years at Millikin, she
placed first in the triple jump more than 20 times
at various meets leading up to the NCAA Championships and broke the school record in that
event on six different occasions, finishing with
a mark of 12.33M. She was also a consistent
competitor in the long jump, setting the school
record of 17'-4.25" in 2003 and 2006.
During her career, Hawk was named All-CCIW
in both the triple and long jumps. She was
named the team’s most outstanding jumper all
four years and was 2003 Rookie of the Year.
A fitness and sport major, Hawk graduated
cum laude last May and is currently manager of
special events for Millikin’s alumni and development office.
“Angie truly helped Millikin to build upon a
8
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Two May graduates honored

From left at this fall’s presentation of the Lindsay Medallion: President Doug Zemke ’66, recipients
Angela Hawk ’06 and Lance Brooks ’06, Lucy Lindsay Smith ’67 and her husband, Bob Smith ’62.
Hawk and Brooks received their medallions during halftime of the Fall Family Weekend football game.
reputation of excellence in track and field at the
NCAA championships, while building her own
reputation as a fierce competitor in the toughest of competitions,” Luy said. “Few athletes
have as many All-America honors and even
fewer have as much competitive drive as Angie
Hawk.”
Brooks, a four-year letter winner in both track
and field and men’s basketball, capped his collegiate career by finishing fourth in the discus
at the Outdoor NCAA Track and Field Championships in May. A three-time NCAA qualifier in the
discus, Brooks blew through the Millikin record
book last spring en route to earning All-America
honors for the first time in his career. During his
senior season, he set Millikin (189-9) and CCIW
(179-9) records in the discus.
In his athletic career, he earned first-place
honors in the discus 12 times with two CCIW
discus championships, four All-CCIW honors
and five Millikin records to go with his one CCIW
record and All-America honor. He competed in
the NCAA Outdoor Championships three times,
finishing 13th when Millikin hosted it in 2004.
He finished 10th in 2005 before his best-ever
showing and fourth-place finish in his senior
year. Brooks was also named the Big Blue’s
most outstanding thrower in 2005 and 2006.
“Lance entered Millikin as a former Illinois
high school champion,” said Luy, also Brooks’
former coach. “The fact that a college discus
is heavier and larger than a high school discus
was no obstacle for Lance ... He finished his senior year at Millikin as one of the Top 30 discus
throwers, at any level, in the United States.
“Lance always had a knack for delivering a
big throw when the competition grew tougher,”

Luy added. “More amazing was the fact that
he accomplished his discus feats with less
practice time than his competitors. While many
of his competitors were engaged in pre-season
preparations, Lance was on the court with the
Millikin men’s basketball team.”
In basketball, Brooks averaged 5.9 points
per game and 2.8 rebounds per game over four
years, capped by career-highs of 9.1 ppg and
3.5 rpg during his senior season in 2005-06.
He wrapped up his career with single-game
highs of 19 points and 7 rebounds and finished
with a .513 career field goal percentage and
.664 career free throw percentage.
An interdepartmental major with an emphasis
in biology, art and business management,
Brooks graduated in May and works for a
construction company in Springfield. His future
plans include moving to Colorado in February
to pursue his goal of participating in the 2008
Olympics in China. While in Colorado training for
the Olympics, Brooks plans to attend graduate
school to study limnology, the study of water, at
the University of Colorado in Boulder.
The Lindsay Medallion, designed by the late
Steve Spangler ’68, is based on original artwork
created by Millikin track and field alumnus Bob
Nellis ’90. It was first awarded to the late F.
Merrill Lindsay and his late wife, “Sis,” in 1997
in recognition of their $1 million gift funding
improvements to the track and field facility at
Frank M. Lindsay Field. Past recipients include
Carl Alexander ’00, Travis Anderson ’99, KC
Hammond-Diedrich ’00, Ryan Ash ’01, Daniel
Lloyd ’02, Amanda Landacre Podeschi ’02,
Nathan Carden ’02, Andy Beals ’03, Tom Sur
’05 and Audrey Minott ’05.

University presents 2006
James Millikin Awards
The James Millikin
Awards recognize nonalumni friends of the
University – one individual and one business,
organization, corporation or foundation - who
have shown outstanding
financial and/or volunteer support during the
prior year or for several
years. This year’s recipients include two longtime supporters:
John A “Jack”
Wagner Jr.,
an emeritus
trustee, served
as a member of
Millikin’s board
of trustees from
1973-1991 on a
variety of committees, chairing the finance committee from 1975-79
and 1984-85. Wagner was instrumental
in developing Millikin’s relationship
with Decatur Memorial Hospital’s nursing school alumni when the hospital’s
nursing program was discontinued.
Wagner’s career spanned more
than 30 years at Wagner Castings Co.,
beginning as director of engineering in
1953 until his retirement as chairman of
the board, CEO and president in 1983.
During his career, he was honored for
his role as a dedicated foundryman and
leader in the industry. He is past president of the American Foundrymen’s
Society and past trustee of the Foundry
Educational Foundation.
Wagner is former chairman
of Decatur Memorial Hospital’s board, past-president of
the Decatur Club, and past
member of the Metro Cham-

ber of Commerce. He holds a mechanical engineering degree from Purdue and
an MBA from MIT.
Wagner and his wife, Bert, have
hosted Millikin events in Venice, Fla.,
for the past several years. His generosity to Millikin University has provided
support to several capital campaigns,
years of contributions to the annual fund
and named the foundry in the 3-D Arts
building in honor of his parents, John A
and Elizabeth L. Wagner.
Also honored was The John C. Griswold Foundation, which has supported
Millikin financially for nearly 20 years.
Through the years, the Foundation
has established the David R. Griswold
Scholarship, named a faculty office in
Leighty-Tabor Science Center, funded
improvements to Griswold Physical
Education Center, named a practice
room in Perkinson Music Center, established the university’s first high-end
computer laboratory for the art department, and most recently named the
John C. Griswold Foundation Business
Research Center in the newly renovated
ADM-Scovill Hall.
In the 1980s and early 1990s, the
Foundation provided an annual challenge grant to improve participation in
the Millikin Fund, which strengthens
Millikin’s annual operating budget.
The John C. Griswold Foundation
was established by John C. “Jack” Griswold ’23, executive vice president of
W.R. Grace Company, who was one of
four local brothers to attend the university in the 1920s. John Griswold served
Millikin as a trustee from 1960 until
his death in 1987, including at least one
term as chairman.
Under the leadership of its president,
Jacqueline Griswold Moore (John Griswold’s daughter), the Foundation has
continued its support of Millikin nearly
every year since it was established.

With your
support
Reflecting the fundraising efforts
in support of Millikin’s mission

Scholarships offered for
children, grandchildren
of Millikin alumni
The majority of Millikin students – 97 percent of
them – receive financial aid to attend the university. Many of these students would be unable
to attend college without the support provided
through loans, grants and scholarships.
To enhance the financial aid for those with
a legacy of Millikin alumni in their families, the
children and grandchildren of MU alumni are
eligible to receive an annual $1,000 scholarship,
renewable for four years, through the university’s new Legacy Program. Those eligible must
be full-time, degree-seeking students enrolled
in a traditional undergraduate curriculum whose
parent, grandparent or great-grandparent is
or was a Millikin alumnus. An application must
be completed, and scholarships will be offered
for the first time to students enrolled for the fall
2007 term.
Also new beginning in fall 2007 are sibling
scholarships, in recognition those families who
must send multiple children to college at the
same time.
If more than one child in a family is currently
enrolled at Millikin, each subsequent child will
receive $500 annually from Millikin to be applied
toward tuition. Eligible students must be an
unmarried dependent of the same parent(s) as
the first enrolled student, be enrolled full time
beginning with the fall 2007 term, and complete
an application. For more information, contact the
Student Service Center toll free at 1-800-3737733 (locally, dial 424-6317) or send an e-mail
to studentservicecenter@millikin.edu.

IRA change benefits donors
An IRA charitable rollover provision gives tax
incentives for donors age 70½ or older to
donate individual retirement account assets
to educational institutions and other nonprofit
institutions without having to cash out their IRAs
and treat the proceeds as income. The new law
is in effect until Dec. 31, 2007.
If you would like to discuss your options under
this unique provision, call Anne-Marie Berk ’88
at (217) 424-3953 or toll-free at 1-877-5682586 (JMU-ALUM); or send her an e-mail at
aberk@millikin.edu.
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Home
Sweet...
Millikin?
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More than a few alumni, now
immersed in the responsibilities
of work and family, look back
wistfully to the time in their lives
when they called Millikin home.
What’s “home” like these days?
For many, the true “college experience” involves living on campus – an experience that bridges the sheltered world of living
with your parents and the fully independent life that follows
graduation. According to Assistant Dean of Student Development Raphaella Prange, much of Millikin’s appeal can be found
in its vibrant campus life, which is most fully available to those
who live here.
“Millikin has a residential philosophy because research
shows that students are more successful when they live on
campus,” says Prange. “We seek to create a community – a
safe, supportive, developmental environment.”
Prange’s staff is dedicated to helping those who live on campus, from resolving conflicts with roommates to planning social
activities.
Based on the belief that campus living is a critical component of the college experience, Millikin has a three-year
residence requirement for full-time freshman, sophomore and
junior students. Options for campus living include 10 university-operated residence halls and apartments, Greek chapter
houses and off-campus apartments like The Woods at Millikin,
located just south of the main campus.
Exceptions to the residential policy can be made for stu-

dents who are married or have children, or for severe financial
hardship or unique medical needs. In addition, Millikin makes a
number of exceptions for commuters who live within a 40-mile
radius of campus, asking that they reside with close relatives.
“We have a good population of commuters, but 95 percent
of first-year students live on campus,” says Prange.
Those who do benefit in many ways. “They meet people
faster and become more involved, sooner,” says Dean of
Student Life David Womack. “They are able to use university
resources more conveniently, are better protected, and overall
get better grades.”
Students who live on campus must follow a code of conduct that prohibits smoking in or near the residence halls or
illegal activities such as underage drinking. Students must also
adhere to a visitation policy that limits overnight stays by visitors of the opposite sex to Friday and Saturday nights. Though
some students might find the policy constricting, the additional
level of oversight may be a selling point for parents.
It is but one of several strong arguments for residential living, Prange feels. According to studies on the subject, students
who live on campus:
continued next page
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Home Sweet ....
Millikin?
continued from previous page

•
•
•
•

Graduate at a higher rate
Get better grades
Interact more with faculty
Are more involved with
campus activities and social
issues
• Feel a greater sense of involvement and belonging
• Develop a stronger sense of
independence and self-sufficiency
• Are more satisfied with their
overall college experience
Campus living has even been
directly correlated with greater
levels of openness to diversity.
To encourage students to live on
campus, “We offer an array of options
from freshman to senior year,” says
Womack. Among those options are coed residence halls; single-sex buildings;
single rooms; and off-campus apartments for upperclassmen.
Within some floors of Hessler Hall, a
new living option offers a unique blend
of the academic and the social: “learning communities.” With learning communities, residents on a floor, including the
resident assistant, all share a common
educational interest, such as fine arts or
the honors program, to name just two
examples.
Learning communities are designed
to provide more focused activities in the
area of interest, from social outings to
study groups, while promoting camaraderie among the kindred spirits sharing
a floor.
“We piloted this concept last year
and found a good bit of interest,” says
Prange. “It’s a very harmonious living
situation.”
With the success of this program,
Millikin is looking to expand its offerings in this area, with a science learning
community at the top of the list.
“Many universities do not offer learning communities, so this is a big selling
point for Millikin,” says Prange.

Learning communities are one option
that may encourage students to make
Millikin their home; other major considerations relate to convenience, social
life, finances and security.
Convenience
Convenience can be found at the top of
any list of advantages to campus living.
Students who reside on campus are
close to their classes and other university resources, including the library,
writing center, faculty and cafeteria.
The close proximity to university
resources makes it easier for students to
focus on their learning. From meetings
with faculty or tutors, to study groups
or library research, all are within a short
walk of home.
That convenience was not an option
for Rita Weddle, a 2001 graduate in
business administration, who commuted
from Cerro Gordo to attend Millikin on a
part-time basis – all while working fulltime at Illinois Power and raising two
small children.
“It required a lot of travel time; a lot
of being organized,” says Weddle. From
visits to the library to study groups or
faculty meetings, “everything always
required an extra trip back to campus.”
Weddle found the scheduling of team
meetings for her business classes particularly challenging.

“Each student I was dealing
with was a full-time student living on campus. They wanted to
have team meetings late at night
and didn’t really understand how
difficult that would be for me,”
she says.
Weddle somehow managed to
balance her demanding schedule
and still earn top-notch grades,
but for many living away from
campus, the inconvenience offers a ready excuse to avoid a
trip to campus that might help
their studies.
“It’s easy for students living
off campus to retreat,” says
Prange. “We see them less on campus
and see a sharp decline in participation in
campus activities.”
Not only does campus living save
valuable time, she says, it also saves the
headache and cost of driving multiple
times to campus in one day.
As Weddle will attest, the convenience
of living on campus equates to time savings. In the end, students living on campus will likely have more precious time to
focus on their education.
Social Life
Communal-style campus living promotes
friendships and may help otherwise shy
students meet more people. Residence
halls surround students with people
sharing similar college experiences and
make it easier to get involved in campus
activities.
And when it comes to organized activities, the student development staff leaves
no excuses for an empty social calendar.
“We do a lot of intentional things to
make sure we are not a ‘suitcase campus,’” says Prange, referring to campuses
where students pack up and leave each
weekend to visit friends or family.
Prange and her staff arrange a wide
variety of programs for residence halls,
and sometimes individual floors, working
with other departments and more than 90
continued on page 12
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Great Expectations:
Campus Living Goes
At a growing number of campuses, students may
be forced to update the time-honored, though
unofficial DORM acronym: “Dingy Old Room of
Mine,” as a trend toward posh college living gains a

Glam

foothold.
Along with their intellect and their iPods, more students are
bringing to campus great expectations for residential living.

worry-free experience. Some of their
clients even choose
to arrive on campus

The phenomenon may be a natural result of society’s greater

that first day in style

affluence, and/or perhaps a few indulgent parents. Whatever

– via limo – where

the source, Generation Y (those born in 1982 or after) expects

their belongings

more – and on many campuses, they are getting it.

safely await them.

Millikin’s Assistant Dean of Student Development Raphaella

And it’s not just the services that spoil these days; the

Prange must occasionally offer a reality check to manage the

surroundings often inspire envy as well. Students at DePaul

ever-growing expectations – from private kitchens and baths to

University in Chicago can now look to “Loft-Right” for living

custom-made furniture. “Many come in with their tape mea-

large. Two- and four-bedroom units are housed in a mod-

sures ready to redecorate the place.”

ern building that boasts city views. Rooms feature designer

At Millikin, most rooms average a cozy 180 square feet. Resi-

furniture, satellite TV hookups and granite countertops in the

dence hall lounges, kitchen facilities, laundry facilities, vending

kitchen and bathrooms, which are shared by no more than two

machines, study areas and bathrooms are shared.

students. The lobby area includes a fireplace and pool table,

“Some students have never been challenged to share – not

and will soon be flanked by a Starbucks and beauty salon. The

even a TV,” says Dean of Student Life David Womack. But it’s

amenities come at a cost, though – each student at Loft-Right

a skill they learn quickly at Millikin, where less than 20 single

pays more than $1,000 a month for their private bedroom.

rooms are available. Those rooms are typically reserved for
seniors or students with disabilities.

This level of luxury may not be part of Millikin’s housing plans for the near future, but reasonable upgrades are

From computers to plasma TVs to stereos complete with sur-

ongoing. Womack says Oakland Hall is Millikin’s newest, and

round sound, “students are bringing a lot more technology with

premiere, residence option for upperclassmen, with private,

them,” he says. The problem is compounded – and borders on

suite-style living.

the comical – when both roommates bring the same amount of
gadgetry.

“Many students want to upgrade to this facility,” says
Womack. “It’s a nice segue to independent living.”

Along with a taste for technology, today’s student brings an
eye for interior design.
“They are really interested in the aesthetic piece,” says
Prange. “They do wonders with these rooms.” She, however,
encourages focusing on academics rather than dorm-room
design.
But the room, it appears, matters more than a little on a
growing number of college campuses, as they cater to the lofty
expectations that arrive on campus each year. At some colleges,
the classic twin mattress is making way for the full-sized variety; and some students are hiring personal maids to clean their
rooms and do their laundry. Companies like MadPackers are
even transforming what has long been a rite of passage – the
move from mom and dad’s house to college – into a painless,

What do Millikin students
want in their residence halls?
Facilities play a key role in students’ enrollment decisions,
says a recent Millikin study, which showed that students are
increasingly coming to campus with these expectations:
safe, clean supportive environment
apartment or suite-style living
private bath
cooking facilities
standard size bed (no twin)
capacity for electronics
cable and Internet access
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continued from page 10

registered student organizations.
“We provide a vibrant campus life.
On any given day, you will find at least
a dozen different activities going on,”
she says. Past favorites have included
top-name entertainment at Kirkland Fine
Arts Center, sporting
events, dinner-movie
combos, faculty presentations and group
trips. The invitations
extend beyond the
Millikin campus, too.
“We try to get
students out in the Decatur community,
so they will feel at home here,” says
Prange.
“I love living here on campus,” says
Brynn Traughber, a freshman from
Moweaqua, Ill. “In Aston, where I live,
there is always something fun going
on ... I know that if I lived at home, I
would not have the strong friendships
that I have living here.”
Commuters, in contrast, are less likely
to be involved in campus activities and
may feel more isolated from their peers.
“I didn’t have much of a relationship
with the other students and didn’t really
feel a part of my graduating class,” says
Weddle, whose focus was, by necessity,
strictly on her coursework. “For me, it
was just a place to go to class.”
“I would have liked to have been 20
and living on campus,” she says. “I think
it would have been fun.”

ties. And the extra chores associated
with renting an off-campus apartment
– cooking, paying bills, and grocery
shopping – can steal time from a
student’s studies.
Womack has sat down with more
than a few students to help them crunch

Womack and Prange
believe residential living
is more affordable than
off-campus living, though
some will argue that point.

Finances
Convenience and camaraderie are just
part of the campus living equation;
dollars and cents represent another
important consideration. Womack and
Prange believe residential living is
more affordable than off-campus living,
though some will argue that point.
Many students have the perception
that is it cheaper to live off campus,
says Prange, though she disputes this
notion in light of the added costs of
transportation, parking, food and utili-

14

Winter 2006-07 Millikin Quarterly

the numbers and compare the costs of
both options. “It’s an eye-opener when
they sit down and figure it out,” he says.
Security
Less tangible, but equally important, is
the sense of security some students feel
living on campus. Residence halls are
locked 24 hours a day and nearly all of
them require security cards to access.
This allows the university to monitor
all who enter the residence halls. In
addition, residence hall staff is on duty
around the clock.
“We have master’s level staff members who live in and supervise the
residence halls,” says Prange.
Millikin’s security department also
works 24 hours a day to protect students. One way they do so is through
the popular Safe Ride program, where
students can catch a ride to their residence hall or campus apartment after
dark from members of the security staff.
“Security on this campus is excellent,” says Womack. “If you don’t live on
campus, you are outside our scope of
protection.”
That being said, Millikin encourages
both on- and off-campus students to
take responsibility for their own security
and property. “Don’t get a false sense of
security,” says Prange.
The Appeal of Living Off-Campus
With all of the compelling reasons to

reside on campus, why do a fair number
of students choose to live off campus?
Freedom and independence are among
the top reasons.
“Students who are over 21 like to
have independent-style living,” says
Prange. Off-campus living offers a respite from the code of conduct and close
supervision found in residence halls.
“People think it’s more appealing to
live off campus – away from Millikin’s
authority,” says Womack. “In their minds
it’s a liberation, but the expectations of
others don’t really change.” As he points
out, off-campus neighbors are just as
likely to try to minimize noise levels or
enforce an unofficial curfew.
Some off-campus living arrangements
may offer a student more space or privacy than the residence halls. Still, says
Womack: “Very rarely do students live
better off campus.”
Though it is ultimately a personal decision, some of the strongest arguments
for both on- and off-campus living go
beyond practical matters of convenience
or cost.
One of the unexpected upsides of
off-campus living comes from the added
level of responsibility it cultivates. For
students who want to learn to live on
their own and manage their finances
before graduation, living off campus can
be an education in itself. (Of course, for
those who lack the maturity required for
independent living, finances or grades
may suffer.)
Those who commute, however, may
pay a subtle social price. Numerous
studies have shown that residential
living serves to protect and connect
students during the difficult transition
from home to college life. The environment encourages involvement, which
positively impacts a student’s ability to
successfully complete their courses.
“When you look at the opportunities
to take advantage of all the resources
on campus, it doesn’t make sense not
to live on campus,” says Womack. “You
can’t buy the kind of connections and
opportunities that open up for you when
you live here.”

One step ahead: Setting
the standard for adult learning

by Celeste Huttes ‘88

Imagine the typical college student: fresh out
of high school, a full-time student and living on
campus, right? Not so fast.
It may surprise you to learn that what most
of us consider the “typical” student – full time
and 18 to 22 years old – represents only
16 percent of the higher education population in the United States, according to a study
prepared for the Secretary of Education’s Commission on the Future of Higher Education.
“We’re in a paradigm shift. Adult students
are the traditional students now,” says Dr. Robin
Ware. Her new job as director of Millikin’s PACE
adult learning program is to keep one step
ahead of the growing need for adult education.
Officially known as the Professional Adult
Comprehensive Education program, PACE offers
adult students an accelerated, though arduous,
path to complete degrees they may have begun
decades earlier – all while keeping their day
jobs. Since its inception in 2003, PACE has been
a smashing success, embraced by the community and second-chance students who fill its
classes. PACE has a way of rekindling dreams
that were buried long ago by other priorities.
The seasoned and savvy students who are
drawn to PACE can choose from six majors:
early childhood education, elementary education, organizational leadership, nursing (R.N. to
B.S.N.), and new programs launched this year
in criminal justice and accounting. A number of
certificate programs in education are also avail-

able through PACE.
Looking ahead, Ware expects a healthcare
administration degree to eventually become
part of the PACE offerings. “We keep hearing there is a need,” she says, but wants the
market research to back it up before adding
any new programs.
Eager to enhance the PACE program and
meet ever-changing community needs, administrators are investigating the possibility of
offering programs through community colleges
in Springfield and Champaign. (Business classes
in organizational leadership are already offered
at a site in Mattoon, in addition to Decatur, and
elementary education began its first cohort at
Parkland Community College this fall.)
The evolution of an adult program is driven
largely by the community and local employers, which is how the new criminal justice and
accounting majors originated. These latest
additions to the PACE repertoire recently kicked
off classes and were crafted for an optimal
blend of theory and practice. The criminal
justice major emphasizes quantitative research,
forensic science and criminal investigations,
to arm students with top-notch investigative
skills and promising career prospects. The new
evening accounting major is led by Millikin’s
nationally accredited Tabor School of Business
and coordinated through PACE.
These new majors are just two examples of
how PACE continually tinkers with its formula

for success. In addition to conducting research
in the community, enhancements are identified
through course and faculty evaluations and by
actively seeking feedback from graduates to
help make the program even better for incoming classes.
“The best positioning we can do is stay flexible,” says Ware. “Adult programs need to serve
the need at the moment.” Her hope is that PACE
can respond much like community colleges,
known for keeping their finger on the pulse of
the community and quickly adapting to needs
that arise.
That eye toward improvement may explain
how PACE began incorporating a global element
that is a rarity among adult programs. Each
semester, PACE students are given the opportunity to take their education on the road with
immersion courses in culturally rich domestic
destinations such as Chicago and New York City;
in addition, many students have spent spring
break in the Dominican Republic learning about
diversity and globalization.
The trip allows students to dive into the
country’s history and cultural development.
For many students, focused for years on family
or job obligations, this represents their first
opportunity to travel abroad. For some, the
experience is nothing short of life-changing.
Case in point is Candace Marquis ’04, a
management and organizational leadership
(continued next page)

The new face of PACE
She has seen the look before – that somewhat bewildered gaze often
found on the faces of mid-life adults considering a return to school. After
all, Dr. Robin Ware (below, left) -- the new director of Millikin’s Professional
Adult Comprehensive Education (PACE) program -- has been counseling older students
since 1986, when she
began her career as an
admissions counselor
at Geneva College, her
alma mater.
“I was older than
the other admissions
counselors, so they started sending adult students to me,” she says. Ware

embraced the unofficial role and had a knack for delivering information in a
way that would not intimidate someone who may not have seen the inside
of a classroom in decades.
“I have a love for the person who’s frightened,” she says. “I make a
good cheerleader.”
Ware, who holds a master’s degree in student personnel and a doctorate in higher education administration, enjoys addressing the special
needs of adult students and putting their fears to rest.
“They are extremely self-motivated, but they fear they are too old or
that they will embarrass themselves in a class of younger students,” says
Ware. “But put them in a class with their peers, as we do in PACE, and
they shine.”

(continued next page)
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New face...
continued from previous page
As she searched for her latest career challenge, Ware interviewed at universities from coast
to coast. She knew exactly what she was looking
for: a small city within driving distance of a larger
city -- plus corn and cows. The Long Island native
found exactly what she was looking for in Decatur;
and geography aside, she says she has found her
dream job.
“For the first time, I’m in a position that feels
like a career, not just a job,” says Ware. “Everything in my life up to this point has prepared me
for this job.”
Her vision is to more fully integrate the PACE
program into Millikin as a whole; she emphasizes
the fact that PACE is different only in the way it
delivers material, not in the content or quality.
“We don’t want to be set apart,” says Ware.
“We want to be clear that PACE offers a Millikin
education, with all the rigor and esteem that
implies.”
Another focus area will be building the administrative infrastructure to support the rapidly
growing program.
“In less than four years, PACE grew to more
than 350 students,” says Ware.
Within the growing PACE program, Ware is eager to create an environment that puts students
first, without exception. “If it’s for a student, we
should drop everything to take care of it.” She
also wants to foster the friendliness that greeted
her as a newcomer to the Millikin campus.
“The people here have been phenomenal and
extremely accessible,” she says. “The welcome I
have felt has been extraordinary.”
Ware is fast becoming a familiar face on campus and in the Decatur community, most recently
adding the Decatur Leadership Institute to her
resumé.
As she enjoys her first year at Millikin, she also
celebrates her 20th anniversary in higher education. She says she would be happy to spend her
next 20 years at Millikin.
“I told my dean every day for three weeks how
much I love my job and I still do,” she says. “I
hope to retire here.”
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One step ahead...
major who works as a site buyer at Caterpillar
Inc. in Decatur.
Her trip to the Dominican Republic as a PACE
student was her first taste of international travel
and remains etched in her memory. “It was
awesome. We totally immersed ourselves in their
culture,” says Marquis of the class project that
explored the roots of the country’s music and its
role in everyday life.
She says the experience gave her a better
understanding of people in general and how
culture influences the way we do things. “It was
probably the best learning experience I’ve ever
had,” she says.
Though very few adult programs offer travel
opportunities, international education is a critical
part of the Millikin vision, says Ware.
International learning experiences are one
way PACE walks the talk on education, literally
helping students broaden their horizons.
“It’s good to get people a little bit out of their
comfort zone,” says Ware, who hopes PACE will
soon add an educational experience in Chile.
While global travel is clearly a highlight, the
structure of the program itself also sets PACE
apart. Grounded in the rather unique concept
of “cohorts,” PACE groups students together
for the same series of classes, so they complete
their chosen program side by side.
Cohorts are not necessarily common in adult
programs, but the model seems to work, and is
believed to enhance retention. “The cohort is a
big selling point for students – it offers a great
support system,” says Ware. And in a program
considered extremely intense, this can make all
the difference. “With PACE students, the cohort
becomes their Millikin experience.”
Cohorts aside, the program, which takes
most students two years to complete, is not a
challenge to be taken lightly. The accelerated
courses cover a semester’s worth of material
in just five to eight weeks – less than half the
time of a typical college course. Beyond that,
students often invest up to 20 hours per week
outside the classroom.
The rigors of the program require a high
degree of commitment from the student – who
is often stretched thin to begin with – and their
family, who must sacrifice even more time with
their loved one.
“It’s really a group effort,” says Ware. “These
are major sacrifices students have to make.”
In spite of the sacrifices the program

continued from previous page
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requires, many eagerly welcome what is often
an unexpected second chance to finish their
degree.
Those drawn to the program include parents
who waited until their children were grown
before returning to school as well as employees
who waited for retirement to have the time and
money to see their dream to fruition. Some students had simply been seeking local educational
opportunities that would allow them to continue
working full time.
In addition, many in mid-life are caught in the
middle of a paradigm shift in their workplaces.
Jobs that were once secure have disappeared,
manufacturing plants have closed and bachelor
degrees are fast becoming the price of career
advancement.
The program appeals to students from every
walk of life. From executives to housewives,
factory workers to entrepreneurs, PACE students
bring a wealth of real-life experience into every
class. And that fact is kept front and center in
the classroom, where faculty are encouraged to
act more as facilitators than traditional teachers.
“Faculty love our adult students because they
are already practitioners. It creates a totally
different and dynamic classroom environment,”
says Ware. “These students are eager to apply
theory to practice.”
PACE students, in fact, are adamant about
learning something they can apply tomorrow.
Sometimes this means using fellow classmates
as sounding boards regarding issues awaiting
them at the office the next day.
For Marquis, the diversity of experience within
her cohort created a rich, multi-faceted learning
experience. “I learned just as much from the
people sitting next to me in class as I did from
the professors or textbooks,” she says. “With
PACE, you might have 500 years of collective
experience in one room.”
As the demand for adult education continues
to soar, the future of the PACE program is as
bright as that of the graduates it produces.
Nearly 300 graduates have completed their
degrees through PACE, and a 2005 analysis by
board members, administrators, faculty and staff
singled out the expansion of its adult programs
as one of Millikin’s top opportunities.
Ware is eager to make the most of that opportunity. “I love my job – every minute of it,”
she says. “It’s so exciting to help people change
their lives.”
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Homecoming 2006

On the next few pages you’ll find photos and news from Homecoming 2006, which was held Oct. 13-15. Hundreds of alumni came back
to campus for the festivities. Among the 40-plus events held over the weekend was W.H.A.M. (What Happens After Millikin?), an alumni
roundtable where black alumni and current students discussed issues. Pictured above are, back row: Devin Macon ‘08, Shareef Alabi ‘08,
AJ Burse ‘10, Chris Watkins ‘08, Keanon Harrington ‘08, Daniel Nickelberry ‘99, Lorenzo Jones ‘02, Shawn Daniel ’10, Unidentified woman,
Gary Jefferson ’93, Ricky Carter ’02, Michael Smith ‘97, Jerome Kemp ‘98, Anthony Edmonds ‘95, Torri Griffin ‘09, Broderick Booth ‘04,
Keith Love ‘00, Carolyn Mason LaVere ’91, Dee Morgan ’94, Tamara Sutton ‘06, James Mays ’05, Brian Smith-Perry ’07, Jemelle Shepherd
’05; middle row: Frank Taylor ‘07, Hadiya Drew ‘00, Karen Banks ‘02, Amanda Robinson ‘06, Danielle Edmonson ’08, Diana Valentine ’09,
Adrienne McDade ’06, Michelle Bester ’09, Tacora Love ’00, Ayanna Williams ’00, Gabrielle Manuel ‘10, Tiffany Marshall ‘10, Ollie Green
‘08, Lauren Wood ’10, Crescent Turner ‘01, Deidra Cobb ’07, Alishea Pulley ‘04; seated: Monica Parker ‘01, Marquita Cunningham ‘01,
Twyla White ‘99, Annette Brown ‘03, Tameka White ‘02, Tamara Butler ‘01, Rickey Williams Jr. ‘00.
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Alumni award recipients and
Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees

John Adney, Alumnus
of the Year Award
Recognizes service to the University
during the past year as well as
continuous service throughout the
years. This award is the highest alumni
honor presented by the University.

A

John Thomas Adney ’72 of Reston,
Va., is the 2006 Alumnus of the Year.
Adney has dedicated himself to
serving his alma mater as a committed volunteer and contributor. In May,
he completed three years of service as
chairman of the Millikin board of trustees. He had served on the board since
1997. Adney has hosted and sponsored
numerous Millikin events, named a
chair in Kaeuper Hall, named a practice room in Perkinson Music Center,
endowed the Thomas W. & Mary R. Adney memorial scholarship and supported
the Millikin Fund. Adney was the 1980
recipient of the Young Alumnus Award.
Adney is co-founder and first managing partner of Davis & Harman LLP in
Washington, D.C. Since 1980, he has
involved himself in the legislative representation of tax matters of insurance
companies and their products. Adney
has since spoken about his career field
many times at Millikin and in the community, including a speech on behalf
of the Business Community Support of
Private Liberal Education in Illinois.
Currently, Adney is a member of the
bars of the District of Columbia, Illinois
and the U.S. Supreme Court, as well as
the American Bar Association and its
Section of Taxation and is past chair of
the Section’s Committee of Insurance
Companies.
He is co-author of “Life Insurance
& Modified Endowments,” “Annuities
Answer Book” and numerous articles
on the taxation of insurance companies
and products. He has received several
awards from the Journal of Financial
Service Professionals, where he is currently associate editor.
18
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The 2006 alumni award recipients received their awards at a dinner on Friday, Oct. 13
during Homecoming 2006. Sitting from left: Ann Louise Sumner ’96 and Ruth Troutman
Buckley Kinser ’39. Standing from left: John Adney ’72, Gary Workman ’64, Larry Foster
’64, Jim Lundquist ’53, Jim Humphrey ’68, Kyle Lehning ’71, James Augustine ’68.
He is also a member of the Reston
Chorale and is active with his church.
Along with his wife, Susan, he received
one of the 2006 Best of Reston awards
for his contributions to the musical
community.
Adney graduated from Millikin with
a bachelor’s degree in political science and was inducted into Phi Kappaa
Phi honorary society. He served as thee
student senate vice president and was
voted “outstanding student” by his
classmates. In 1975, he received his
juris doctorate from Yale Law School
subsequently serving as a law clerk
for the trial division of the U.S. Court
of Claims (1975-1976) and for Judge
Marion T. Bennett of the U.S. Court of
Claims (1976-1977).
Adney and his wife have two sons,
Thomas Adney ’02 and Scott.

Ruth Troutman
Buckley Kinser,
Loyalty Award
Recipient
Recognizes long and faithful service to
Millikin University, the interests of the
university, and outstanding community
service.
v
Ruth Troutman Buckley Kinser ’39
of Decatur is recipient of an Alumni
Loyalty Award.
Kinser has served on the alumni
board and also chaired Millikin’s national phonathon campaign in 1980-81.
She was head of the alumni division of
the 1981-82 annual fund campaign and
was homecoming chair for her 55th and
65th class reunions. Kinser also served
on the university’s Centennial Celebration Committee for five years, assisting
with, planning and hosting events for

the three-year-long celebration. Kinser
hss been a loyal and effective phonathon
caller.
Kinser retired from teaching in
1976, having taught at Warrensburg
High School in Warrensburg, Ill., and
Oakland and Roach elementary schools
in Decatur. She served on the Macon
County board and worked as a Red
Cross bloodmobile volunteer and a
St. Mary’s Hospital hostess. She has
held high offices and managed many
activities as a member of the Stephen
Decatur chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR). She is
an active member of Delta Delta Delta
sorority and Psi Psi Psi, an organization
for the mothers of Delta Delta Delta
sorority members. She is a member of
the Decatur Area Retired Teachers Association (DARTA), Illinois Education
Association (IEA), National Education
Association (NEA), P.E.O. Chapter IF,
Ansarettes, Macon County Historical
Society and the Decatur Genealogical
Society. Kinser is also an active member
of Mt. Zion First United Methodist
Church and a member of the Women’s
Society of First United Methodist
Church in Decatur. Kinser has received
numerous certificates of appreciation
and of recognition for her outstanding
teaching and activities in DAR.
Kinser earned a bachelor’s degree
in home economics from Millikin. She
has two daughters, Martha Buckley
Matteson ’67 and Camilla Buckley
McKinney ’68. Other alumni relatives include her late sister, Martha
Troutman Cole ’27; nephews David
Troutman ’57 and Richard Cole ’50
and Richard’s wife, Marcia Stookey
Cole ’45; nieces Marilyn Cole Butler
’55 and Carol Beall Ropp ’72; greatnephews Kenneth Brown ’84 and
Jeff Ropp ’04; grandson-in-law Mike
Wilhoit ’07; granddaughter Jennifer
Matteson Wilhoit; and granddaughterin-law Christine Meredith McKinney
’04.

Gary Workman,
Loyalty Award
Recipient

W

he was chairman of
the audit committee. He is a generous supporter of
both the Big Blue
Club and the Millikin Fund. During
the Advancing the
Vision Campaign,
he helped purchase
weight training
equipment for the
Decatur Indoor
Sports Center and
contributed to the
renovation of AlLoyalty award recipient Gary Workman ’64 (center) speaks
bert Taylor Theatre. after the awards ceremony with Trustee Lucy Lindsay Smith
He helped spon’67 and her husband, Bob Smith ’62.
sor the Decatur
Pride fast pitch softball team from
neuroanatomy to every first year medi1986-2002 and currently helps to sponcal student at the university since the
sor the USTA/Ursula Beck Pro Tennis
School of Medicine opened in 1977. He
Tournament in Decatur. He also serves
was recently appointed the first faculty
his community as advisor to Westwood
ombudsman at USC, where he serves
Church preschool and as a member of
as a mediator for faculty concerns and
the Skyline Woods sanitary and imconflicts. Augustine is a six-time recipiprovement district board of trustees.
ent of USC’s “Teacher of the Year” for
Workman began working with United
the medical school and has been chosen
Parcel Service as a package loader duras a special “Pearls of Wisdom” lecturer
ing his attendance at Millikin and ended
five times. He recently finished a fouras senior internal auditor at his retireyear term as chairman of the faculty
ment in 1995. During the last years of
senate and faculty representative to the
his career, he assisted in the set up and
board of trustees at USC. Just recently,
coordination of UPS audits in Europe.
Augustine received a certificate of
Workman earned a bachelor’s degree
appreciation from the USC board of
in business administration from Millikin
trustees for his “outstanding contribuand was a member of Delta Sigma Phi
tions and service to the university.”
fraternity. He and his wife, Judy, have
Augustine has been published in
three children: Lisa, Carol and Stan and
many academic journals, including The
seven grandchildren.
Anatomical Record, Brain Research and
Neuroscience, and he has completed a
textbook on the human brain for AcaJames Augustine,
demic Press. His Lucite plate model of a
Merit Award Recipient
baboon oculomotor nucleus is currently
Recognizes individuals who have distinon exhibit in the Museum of the Royal
guished themselves in their profession
College of Surgeons in London.
or field of endeavor in such a way as to
Augustine is an “Ask an Expert” edireflect credit upon themselves and Miltor and an educational affairs committee
likin. Outstanding community service is
member for the American Association
also a criterion for this award.
of Anatomists. He is also a member
of the Cajal Club, an organization of
Dr. James Robert Augustine ’68 of
neuroscientists; the Christian Medical
Columbia, S.C., is a recipient of a Merit
and Dental Association; the Federation
Award in recognition of his excellence
of American Societies for Experimental
in medical education and university
Biology; and the Society for Neuroservice.
science. In 2005, he was awarded the
Augustine is associate professor
Mascoutah (Ill.) Schools Achievement
for the department of pharmacology,
Award. He is a ruling elder at First Presphysiology and neuroscience at the
byterian Church of Columbia. As the
University of South Carolina School
former faculty advisor to the Christian
of Medicine. He has taught medical
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Gary Workman ’64 of Elkhorn, Neb.,
is recipient of an Alumni Loyalty
Award.
Workman served on the Millikin
board of trustees from 2002-2005 where

Medical Association at USC, Augustine
has made several mission trips to Haiti
as part of the Haiti Orthopaedic Project.
While at Millikin, Augustine earned a
degree in biology. He earned a master’s
degree in human anatomy from Saint
Louis University in 1970 and a doctorate, also in human anatomy, from the
University of Alabama in Birmingham
in 1973. In addition, he completed postdoctoral training at the University of
Michigan and Université de Montréal.
He and his wife, Mary, have two
daughters, Amie and Mary Kate; a
son, Patrick; two sons-in-law; and four
grandchildren.

Housing Studies executive committee.
He earned a degree from Millikin in
marketing and was a member of Delta
Sigma Phi fraternity, the baseball team
and the football team. His wife, Marjy
Haines Humphrey, is also a 1968
graduate with a degree in elementary
education. They have a son, Scott, and a
daughter, Jill, and three grandchildren.

L

Jim Lundquist,
Merit Award Recipient

Jim Lundquist ’53 of Naples, Fla., is
recipient of a Merit Award, honoring his
accomplishments in the field of law.
Admitted to the Illinois State Bar
in 1954, Lundquist spent the next two
Jim Humphrey,
years in the U.S. Army, followed by
Merit Award Recipient
three years of practice in Chicago. He
Jim Humphrey ’68 of North Oaks,
moved to Long Island in 1960 and
Minn., is recipient of a Merit Award in
embarked on a career concentrating on
recognition of his distinctive career.
international trade and customs law,
Humphrey is the president and chief
centered initially in Washington, D.C.,
executive officer at Andersen Corporaand New York. After 41 years with
tion. He is also director of the company
his firm, he retired as senior partner at
and of its corporate foundation, The
Barnes, Richardson & Colburn in 1998
Bayport Foundation. He began as vice
when he became counsel to Messrs.
president and general manager of the
Pavia & Harcourt LLP of New York and
Milan, Italy.
windows and doors business unit in
Lundquist, an authority on multilat1999 and became chief operations oferal trade agreement negotiations, has
ficer in 2001. Humphrey began working
represented many foreign commercial
at Armstrong World Industries in 1968
enterprises and also multi-national
as a marketing representative. When he
U.S. corporations in North America,
left that company in 1999, he was presiEurope and Japan before various
dent of Floor Products Americas.
tribunals of the European community,
Humphrey serves as a member of the
and the General Agreement on Tariffs
Regions Hospital Foundation board,
and Trade (GATT), as well as its sucthe Capital City Partnership, the Itasca
cessor, the World Trade Organization
Project and the Harvard Joint Center for
(WTO). Throughout his career,
he appeared and testified before
the U.S. Congress and various
federal agencies, and served as
counsel in cases before the U.S.
Court of International Trade and
International Trade Commission.
For his work with state and
local trade groups, as well as
various bar associations, he was
awarded the 1974 Distinguished
Alumnus Award by the John
Marshall Law School of Chicago. Later, in recognition of his
professional work with French
and Italian exporters and importDr. James Augustine ’68, a 2006 Merit Award
ers, he was named Chevalier
recipient, discusses the effects of alcohol, drugs
de l’ordre National du Merite
and tobacco on the brain at the Biology Alumni
Francais in 1980, and in 1993, he
Seminar Career Connections event held during
homecoming festivities.
was appointed Cavaliere Ordine
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al Merito della Repubblica Italia. He
regularly lectured on world trade and
also served as an adjunct professor of
law at the Brooklyn Law School for
several years.
Lundquist’s community service has
been extensive. He served as president
of the Customs and International Trade
Bar Association, chair of the standing committee on customs law of the
American Bar Association and twice
was elected president of the Italy-America Chamber of Commerce. In the ’90s,
he was president of the East Hampton
Historical Society. He also served as a
member of the Nassau County Mental
Health Board, where he chaired the
Task Force on Aging. He is a member
of the Country Club of Naples and the
Union League Club of New York and is
a past member of the University Club of
Washington and Manhasset Bay Yacht
Club in Long Island.
Lundquist earned a double major degree in religion and sociology from Millikin. He was a member of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon fraternity and served as SAE’s
representative to the student council as
a student. He earned a law degree from
John Marshall Law School in 1955.
He and his wife, Beverly, spend summers in East Hampton, N.Y. They have
a son, John Redfield, a daughter, Ann
Tecia Walter, and four grandchildren.

Larry Foster,
Merit-Loyalty Award
Recipient
Recognizes individuals who have demonstrated great loyalty and dedication
to Millikin University and distinguished
themselves in their particular profession
or field of endeavor.
Larry Wayne Foster ’64 of Decatur is
recipient of a 2006 Alumni Merit-Loyalty Award.
Foster has served Millikin as a
volunteer over four decades. He served
the alumni board from 1970 to 1973
including a term as vice president. He
was personal solicitation chair of the
Decatur alumni division of the annual fund campaign in 1972-73. More
recently, he served on the Millikin
centennial committee for five years and
chaired the leadership division of the
scholarship campaign for Millikin’s
“Advancing the Vision” capital cam-

paign. Currently, he serves on the Tabor
School of Business advisory board and
is a member of Millikin’s Investors
Society. He and his wife, Deborah, are
members of the Millikin Associates.
Foster has contributed generously to
several scholarship funds and has established the Larry W. Foster scholarship.
Foster is president of Foster Financial
Services Inc., which he incorporated in
1977. He was a member of the Decatur
city council for eight years from 1977 to
1981 and again from 1995 to 1998 and
served on the city planning commission
for many years. As a community leader,
he has served as chairman of the Macon
County chapter of the American Red
Cross, president of the Decatur Rotary
Club 180, president of the Central Illinois Estate Planning Council, president
of the Decatur Association of Life Underwriters, and president of the Decatur
Club. He has served on the Decatur
Park Foundation, First Federal Savings
and Loan, Decatur Memorial Hospital
and Webster-Cantrell Hall boards. He
is currently the 2006 capital fund drive
chairman of the Salvation Army’s drive
to renovate the Decatur headquarters.
He received the Millikin Young
Alumnus of the Year award in 1977 and
Jaycees’ Distinguished Service award
in 1974.
Foster earned a bachelor’s degree
in marketing from Millikin and was a
member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. He completed his master’s degree
from the American College of Financial Sciences in 1982. Foster has three
children: Terri, Brent and Bart; and two
step-children: Laura and Brad.

Kyle Lehning,
Merit-Loyalty Award
Recipient

L

Fred “Kyle” Lehning ’71 is recipient of a Merit-Loyalty Award for his
accomplishments in the music industry
and continued support of Millikin’s
music program.
Lehning, an independent record producer, has been producing and engineering records since the ’70s. His first hit
as a producer was “I’d Really Love To
See You Tonight” by England Dan and
John Ford Coley in 1976. Since then,
he has worked with many nationally
known recording artists, including Ronnie Milsap, Neal McCoy, George Jones,

Merit-Loyalty award recipient Kyle Lehning ’71 and Steve Schepper ’76, an adjunct
faculty member for the School of Music, discuss their experiences in the field of
music at the “Making Music” Career Connections panel discussion.
Dan Seals, Anne Murray, Cheryl
Wheeler, Bryan White and Randy
Travis. Travis calls Lehning his
“friend and long-time collaborator.” He was president of Asylum
Records from 1992–98. He has
received numerous Grammy,
Dove, Academy of Country Music
and Country Music Association
awards. Most recently Randy
Travis’ “Glory Train,” produced
by Lehning, was awarded the 2006
Gospel Music Association Country
Album of the Year. He is considChristy Colerick Langenbahn, Ann Louise Sumner
ered one of the top producers in
and Cathy Hagleton Summerville, all ’96, returned to
the music industry.
Millikin for their 10-year reunion. Sumner was named
Lehning continues his connection with Millikin despite his busy the 2006 Young Alumna.
schedule. In 2004, he spoke at the Tabor
Ann Louise Sumner,
Business Conference. He visits Millikin
Young Alumnus Award
biannually to speak with music industry
Recognizes an alumnus/a 35 years of
and upper level recording studio classes
age or younger who has made notable
and he holds regular interviews with
achievements in a chosen field and who
classes over speakerphone. Lehning
has given faithful service to Millikin
helped Millikin acquire a TASCAM
University.
hard disc-recorder for the Millitrax
recording studio. Recently, he visited
Dr. Ann Louise Sumner ’96 of Cocampus to assist in a recording for Onelumbus, Ohio, is recipient of the Young
Voice, Millikin’s award-winning vocal
Alumnus Award.
jazz ensemble.
Sumner is a principal research scienLehning earned a bachelor of arts detist
(atmospheric and analytical chemgree in music from Millikin and was a
ist)
at Battelle, a science and technology
member of the renowned jazz lab band
company
that develops technology and
under the direction of Roger Schueler.
manages
laboratories.
She is involved in
He lives in Nashville, Tenn., and has
several
projects,
including
the evaluafour grown sons: Eric, Jason, Jordan
tion
of
environmental
monitoring
techand Ryan.
nologies for the U.S. Environmen
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Athletic Hall of
Fame Inductees

Merit Award recipient Jim Lundquist
’53 and Alumnus of the Year John Adney
’72 with President Doug Zemke ’66
before a Career Connections event.
Lundquist and Adney both spoke at the
event titled, “Is Law the Right Career
for You?”
tal Protection Agency’s Environmental Technology Verification Program,
leading to her receiving an Outstanding
Performance Award from Battelle on
three different occasions. She also leads
Battelle’s participation in a collaborative monitoring study on the California coast to understand the impact of
reactive halogens on the air quality of
coastal areas.
Sumner has published numerous
articles in scientific journals including Nature, Atmospheric Environment,
Environmental Science & Technology,
and Physical Chemistry Chemical Physics. She also coauthored a chapter in
“Dynamics of Mercury Pollution on Regional and Global Scales: Atmospheric
Processes and Human Exposure Around
the World.” Sumner has received several
awards for her performance and accomplishments in her field and presents
frequently at national and international
scientific meetings.
She earned a bachelor’s degree in
chemistry from Millikin and a doctorate in analytical chemistry from Purdue
University. At Millikin, she was a
member of Alpha Chi Omega sorority,
American Chemical Society, Sigma
Zeta, Alpha Lambda Delta, women’s
choir and Millikin Alumni Student
Hosts (MASH).
While a Purdue student, Sumner lived
on the arctic snowpack in Canada and
Greenland for more than six months
while conducting studies on formaldehyde in the snowpack air and atmosphere. Her research in graduate school
led to the creation of a new field, snow
phase photochemistry. After receiving
her doctorate, she worked as a postdoctoral researcher at University of
California, Irvine.

Induction into Millikin’s Athletic Hall
of Fame is based on the following
criteria for individuals:
Must have been a Millikin student for at
least 2 years and a Millikin graduate, or
a university athletic coach for at least 5
years; must be out of school at least 5
years; conduct themselves in such a way
as to reflect honor on the University
and have qualities and standards of
conduct most desirable in one who
may be cited as an example for young
people; and, hold a record in one or
more intercollegiate sports or has made
contribution to sports.
a distinct contributio

D
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Jim Deremiah ’68 of Decatur was
inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame
for his excellence in wrestling and
coaching.
Deremiah participated in wrestling all
four years at Millikin. He was captain
of the wrestling team for two years.
He earned second place in the CCIW
tournament at 137 pounds in 1965, and
at 145 pounds in 1966 and 1967. He
was CCIW tournament champion at 152
pounds in 1968. Also in 1968, he was
NAIA district champion and was voted
most valuable wrestler on Millikin’s
team. He also played tennis at Millikin.
Since graduating from Millikin,

Deremiah has remained active in sports.
He has been involved in slow-pitch
softball, bowling, tennis, racquetball,
5K races, the Prairie State Games and
the Senior Olympics. He was captain of
his local tennis league and won several
tournaments and trophies in racquetball
and 5K races, respectively. In the Senior
Olympics, Deremiah has won over 75
medals in the past five years. He set the
Illinois record for jump roping at age
59, making 495 jumps in three minutes.
He received the 2005 Illinois Senior
Olympics Skinner Award.
Deremiah has coached wrestling and
track at Mound, Roosevelt and Stephen Decatur Middle Schools. He also
was athletic director at these schools,
where he taught physical education and
coached for 31 years. He also coached
wrestling at Eisenhower High School.
He has also been an IHSA official for
wrestling and volleyball.
He has received service awards from
the Army for his service in Vietnam as
a combat medic, from the Illinois High
School Association for officiating, and
from the Decatur Schools and Macon/
Piatt regional schools. He received the
“Those Who Excel” teaching award in
1994.
Deremiah earned a bachelor’s degree
in physical education from Millikin
where he was a member of Delta Sigma
Phi fraternity. He completed a master’s

Merle Chapman ’59, retired athletic director and associate professor emeritus,
Bret Kooi ’85 and President Doug Zemke ’66 following the pre-game recognition
of the 2006 alumni award recipients and Athletic Hall of Fame inductees. Kooi was
inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame for his excellence in wrestling and coaching.

The 2006 Athletic Hall of Fame inductees, from left: Jim Deremiah ’68, Richard Rames ’79, Michael Hall ’93, Andy Salm ’86
and Grant Schmidt ’89. Not pictured is Bret Kooi ’85, who was coaching and could not attend the Friday night awards dinner.
degree in elementary education in 1975
as well as a second master’s degree in
specialist in administration in 1981,
both from Eastern Illinois University.
His sister, Diane Deremiah Brelsfoard
’67, and two brothers, John Deremiah
’68 and Jeffrey Deremiah ’70, all graduated from Millikin. Other members
of his family who are alumni include
his late grandmother Edna Christison
Bradfield ’23, late uncle Dale Larrick
’42, aunt Bernice Bradfield Larrick
’43, brother-in-law, Michael Brelsfoard
’69 and nephew Darren Reynolds ’87.

H

Michael Hall ’93 of Belleville, Ill., was
inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame
for his excellence in football and track.
In football, Hall holds the Big Blue
record for season kickoff returns with
21 in 1992. That year he led the CCIW
in kick returns, averaging 31.9 yards,
the fifth highest in CCIW history. He is
ranked third at Millikin in career receiving and sixth in receiving for a season.
He was voted to the all CCIW first team
for three years: 1990, 1991, 1992. In
track, Hall’s performances place him
among the top ten Big Blue finishers in
four different events: 100-meters (9),
200-meters (10), the 400-meter relay (9
and 10) and the long jump (2). He was
the CCIW champion in long jump in
both 1991 and 1992 and in the 100meter dash in 1993. In 1990, 1991 and

1992 he was part of the 400-meter relay
team that took the CCIW crown. At nationals, he earned All-American honors
in the long jump in 1990 and was a part
of two 400-meter relay teams in 1991
and 1992.
Hall earned a bachelor’s degree in
marketing from Millikin. Since graduation, he has remained active in sports,
playing flag football, golf, bowling and
slow pitch softball. Today, he is director
of group sales for the St. Louis Cardinals and has been with the organization
for 12 years. He is married to Jody
Plater Hall, also ’93, who teaches high
school. They have two children: a son,
Michael, and a daughter, Jada.

K

Bret Kooi ’85 of Lockport, Ill., was
inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame
for his excellence in wrestling and
coaching.
As a wrestler, Kooi was named most
valuable Big Blue wrestler for the 198283 season. He was the CCIW wrestling
champion at 167 pounds in 1985. In
1985, he set the Millikin record for career wins. He also was a member of the
Millikin football team for three years.
Since graduation he has taught math
and led an impressive two-decade
coaching career. He started his coaching career at Providence High School,
assisting in both football and wrestling
for seven years. In 1986, Providence’s

wrestling team placed third in the state
and in 1988 they were the state champions. In 1987, the Providence football
team won the state championship. He
went on to Joliet West High School as
an assistant wrestling and assistant football coach, and became head football
coach after the first year. In 1992, he
moved to Lockport High School as an
assistant wrestling and football coach.
In 1994, he became the head football
coach. His 2002 and 2003 Lockport
football teams were division 8A state
champions. In 2002, he was named AllArea Coach of the Year.
Kooi earned a bachelor’s degree in
physical education from Millikin and a
master’s degree in administration from
Governor’s State University in 1998. He
and his wife, Pamela, have two children: son, Garret, and daughter, Paige.
His brother, Bert Kooi ’80, is also a
physical education graduate and is head
football coach at Minooka High School
in Minooka, Ill.

R

Richard Rames, M.D., ’79 of Ladue,
Mo., was inducted into the Athletic Hall
of Fame for his excellence in basketball
and track.
Rames was a member of the Millikin basketball and track teams all four
years. He is one of only seven men’s
basketball players in Big Blue history

Winter 2006-07 Millikin Quarterly

23

to receive Academic All-American
honors in basketball; he received the
honor twice. Rames also received AllAmerican honors in track. He served as
basketball team captain for two years
and was named honorable mention for
the 1977 and 1978 CCIW all-conference team. In 1976 and 1977, he was an
NCAA Division III national qualifier in
the high jump.
Currently an orthopedic surgeon at St.
Luke’s Hospital in Chesterfield, Mo.,
he entered the field of sports medicine
and completed a fellowship in sports
medicine at the Southern California Orthopedic Institute. He also practiced as a
physician at the United States Olympic
Training Center in Lake Placid, N.Y.,
in 1992 and served as team physician
for Washington University in 1989-90.
He has published and presented many
professional papers, including in the
Journal of Sports Medicine. Rames is a
member of the American Academy of
Orthopaedic Surgeons and a member of
the Arthroscopy Association of North
America.
Rames earned a bachelor’s degree
in biology at Millikin, where he was a
James Millikin Scholar and inducted
to Phi Kappa Phi honorary society. He
earned a medical degree from Rush
Medical College in 1983. He and his
wife, Susan, have four children: Lindsay, Richard, Douglas and Alexandra.

S

Andy Salm ’86 of Port Washington,
Wis., was inducted into the Athletic Hall
of Fame for his excellence in swimming, as a diver and swim coach.
Salm was the CCIW champion in
one-meter and three-meter diving in
both 1985 and 1986. At the NCAA
championships, he finished third in onemeter and seventh in three-meter diving
in 1985. In 1986, he finished sixth in
one-meter and third in three-meter
diving. He set four individual school
records in the six and eleven dives as
well as one- and three-meter diving.
Salm also set a CCIW conference record for three-meter diving. In 1985-86,
he was named Millikin’s Most Valuable
Performer.
Salm also has excelled as a swimming and diving coach, serving at the
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh for 10
years, Valparaiso University for 5 years,
and Truman State University for two
years. In his career, he helped athletes

Sheri Butler Fitzgerald ’86, Jodi Peterson Harrison ’86 and Director of Alumni
Relations Jan Devore share some smiles at the annual All Alumni Reception at the
Alumni and Development Center during Homecoming.
gain 39 new school records, coached
27 individual NCAA III All-Americans
and led Valparaiso University to its only
undefeated women’s dual meet season.
In 1997, he was named the Wisconsin
Intercollegiate Athletic Conferences
Women’s Swim Coach of the Year and
the NCAA Men’s Diving Coach of the
Year.
Salm earned a bachelor’s degree
in psychology from Millikin and a
master’s degree in sports science from
Northeast Missouri State University in
1988. He now teaches physical education at Milwaukee Area Technical
College. He and his wife, Pamela
Smith-DeHesus Salm ’86, have three
children: sons, Michael and Matthew;
and daughter, Maria.
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Grant Schmidt ’89 of Folsom, Calif.,
was inducted into the Athletic Hall of
Fame for his excellence in swimming.
Schmidt was a member of three
CCIW conference championship teams
(1987, 1988, 1989). He won four CCIW
individual titles (100-fly, 200-fly, 400IM twice) and two relay team titles
(400-medley relay, 800 free relay), being named all conference 11 times. He
received 19 all-state honors and placed
in the Top-10 Illinois Swimming Intercollegiates all four years. During his
swimming career the Big Blue placed

in the top 20 nationally all four years,
with Schmidt placing in the top 15 in
10 events at the Division III NCAA
championships. His highest finish was
second place in the 800 free relay in
1989. Schmidt set school records in six
individual events, and as a member of
two relay teams (200 free and 800 free).
After graduation, Schmidt coached
for six years. He was assistant swim
coach at Decatur’s Staley Aquatic Club
in summer 1989. From 1989 to 1992,
he was head swim coach at First Colony
Swim Club in Houston. He finished out
his coaching career from 1993 to 1995
at Parker Masters Swim Club in Parker,
Colo.
Schmidt earned a bachelor’s degree in
elementary education from Millikin, a
master’s degree in administration from
the University of Phoenix and is currently completing a doctoral degree in
school administration at the University
of Denver. While at Millikin, he was
president of the Millikin Religious Life
Committee, a member of Kappa Sigma
fraternity and the golf team. Schmidt
has been an elementary teacher and
administrator for 17 years. Today, he is
director of elementary services at Del
Paso Heights School District in Sacramento, Calif. He and his wife, Margaret, have a son, Colter, and a daughter,
Hadley.

Homecoming 2006
reunion photographs

Golden Anniversary Class
Among the members of the class of 1956 and their guests who attended Homecoming 2006 festivities are from left,
front row: Thomas Lambert, Sallie Sweet Partridge and husband Tom Partridge, John Smith, Don Kennedy, Nancy Walker Watson
and sister Barbara Walker Breeding ’57, MaryAnn Colbert Groves ’58 (wife of Jerry Groves). Second row: Kay Carrier Lambert
(wife of Thomas Lambert), Jean Briggs and husband Bob Briggs, Sharon McFadden Bloomquist, Ann Baker Kennedy ’57 (wife
of Don Kennedy), Arlene Steinberg Dickerson, Joan Lentz Widicus, Linda Boner Schepper ’55, Carolyn Fleming Perkins, Jerry
Groves (husband of MaryAnn Colbert Groves). Third row: Joan Longobardi (wife of Clete Hinton), Shirley Dietschy Thomas,
Ruth McDonald Prust, Zeal Zimmerman Brock and husband Bud Brock ’54, Jack Schepper (husband of Linda Boner Schepper),
Carolynn Johnson DeVore. Fourth row: Tom Innis, Clete Hinton, George Prust ’54 (husband of Ruth McDonald Prust), Robert
Bloomquist, Al Richards, Harold Frost, Li Rettie (friend of Harold Frost), Dorothy McCann (wife of Don McCann). Fifth row: Hal
Fuson ’58, Mel Thomas (husband of Shirley Dietschy Thomas), Fred Widicus (husband of Joan Lentz Widicus), Don McCann.

Photos by Grussenmeyer Photography.
Write MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu
for information on how to purchase prints.

Among the music alumni from
the years 1945 through 1956 and
their guests who attended Homecoming
2006 festivities are from left, front row:
Marcia Stookey Cole ’45, Marian Menk
Wasson ’48, Audrey Baxter Porter ’48,
JoAnne Williams Keener ’51. Second row:
Jack Schepper ’56 and wife Linda Boner
Schepper ’55, Martha Soffas Chiligiris
’50, Nancy Fisher Eichenauer ’53,
Virginia Torreyson Gardner ’48, Caroline
Adams Williams ’47, Robert Keener ‘50
(husband of JoAnne Williams Keener).
Third row: Don Michel ’51/MM ’53 and
wife Marian Burd Michel ’52, Gloria
Miner ’52.
Photo by Jenell Hironimus

Photo by Steve Pyle of Landmark Studios

Among the engineering alumni and their guests who attended Homecoming 2006 festivities are from left, front row:
Kelly Bly ’82, Dr. Jim Gross (former professor) and wife Kim Gross, Dr. Bill Williams ’55 (professor emeritus of management)
and wife Carol Williams, Denny Benner (associate professor emeritus of industrial engineering) and wife Margie Benner.
Second row: William Roth ’89, Gene Wiggs ’73 and wife Peg Wiggs, Cristy Betzer McEldowney ’82, Fran Coduti Geier ’78,
Karen DeWerff Crapse ’88, Dave Osborne ’68, Jacalyn Crowe Osborne ’79 (wife of Dave Osborne). Third row: Brian Etter
’86, Tim Stout ’89, Carl Wiggs ’81 and wife Denise Smit ’84, Randy McEldowney (husband of Cristy Betzer McEldowney).
Fourth row: Jim Anderson ’80, Norman Oberto ’74, Barbara Burns Phillips ’70 and husband John Phillips ’71, Bob Geier
’77 (husband of Fran Coduti Geier), Nina Wunderlich (wife of Ed Wunderlich), Sandy Dudiak ’69, Steve Slavick ’84, Natalie
Olson Godsil ’86. Fifth row: Peggy Snyder Reeder ’75 and husband Doug Reeder ’73, Les Hellemann ’80, Robert Schaefer
’89, Amos Crapse (husband of Karen DeWerff Crapse), Bob Heer ’78, John Fluss ’73, David Burton ’79, Peggy Heer (wife of
Bob Heer), Paul DeMoss ’58, Bob Breyer ’60 and wife Marian Breyer, Ed Wunderlich ’69, George French ’69, Paul Dudiak
’69 (husband of Sandy Dudiak), David Throne ’83, Joe Godsil ’86 (husband of Natalie Olson Godsil). The three professors
were each honored at a Saturday evening dinner.

Among the members of the class of 1996 and their guests who attended Homecoming 2006 festivities are from left, front
row: Louis Sedivy (husband of Amy Kuhlmann Sedivy), their daughter Paige Sedivy, 2, Amy Kuhlmann Sedivy, their son Aiden Sedivy,
1; Guy Merker, with children Cameron, 5, Clayton 3, and Finley, 1, Lisa Mcintyre Merker (wife of Guy Merker). Second row: Beth
Schuetz Schutt and husband Jeff Schutt, Aaron Fleming, David Cavanaugh and wife Stacey Welsh Cavanaugh, Cathy Summerville
Hazleton, Christy Langenbahn Colerick, Ann Louise Sumner. Third row: Dan Bruno, Joe Pottala, Michelle Bolinger and fiancé Brian
McGowan.

Among the members
of the class of 1961 and
their guests who attended
Homecoming 2006 festivities
are from left: Joann
Thompson Nagel, David
Lauerman, Dale Brown, Ed
Belcher, Bruce Dillingham,
Jerry Tobias and wife Carole
Tobias.
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Among the members of the class of 1981 and their guests who attended Homecoming 2006 festivities are from left, front row:
Debra Storey Warren ’82 and husband Dan Warren, John Fleming, Patty Weyen Etherton ’83 and husband Eric Etherton, Liz Frushour
Hill ’48 (retired director of RTUC and student activities), Jan Devore (director of alumni relations), Barbara Redford (retired Millikin
media relations coordinator) and husband Gerald Redford (dean emeritus of the College of Arts and Sciences). Second row: Richard
Ferry ’49 (professor emeritus of education), Jim Dolan and wife Virginia MacDonna Dolan, Pam Marshall Garriott, Ann Fisherkeller
Borders, Jerry Hunt (professor emeritus of education), Neil Baird ’65 (professor emeritus of biology) and wife Karen Lepp Baird ’65.
Third row: Rebecca McCabe Bruckert ’82 and husband Terry Bruckert, Dave Walker, Christie Shumate McElwee, Ellen Winchell
Miller, Larry Lawyer, Norm Jensen (professor emeritus of biology), Ralph Czerwinski (dean of the College of Arts and Sciences), Ed
Acheson (professor of chemistry), and Clarence Josefson (professor of chemistry).

Among the
members of the class
of 1986 and their guests
who attended Homecoming
2006 festivities are from
left, front row: Denise
Arjmand ’85, Sue Hertel
Goodwin, Shari Butler
Fitzgerald, Betty McHugh
Coglianese, Christine Perry
Kramer holding daughter
Ellie Kramer, 18 months,
and husband, Mike Kramer,
Laura Sleade, Jodi Peterson
Harrison. Second row:
Tom Wells, Gary Yuenger,
Natalie Olson Godsil and
husband Joe Godsil, Scott
Jones. Third row: Lennet
Primmer Radke, Theresa
Johnston Thompson,
Susan Krell Palyo,
John Cardamone, Wally
Plywaczewski.

festivities are from left, front row: Dan Austin and wife Ann Fisher Austin, Lynn Schumacker Crecelius
’72 and husband Larry Crecelius, Rosemary Munton-Evans, Connie Peters. Second row: Dennis

Homecoming 2006
reunion photographs

Among the members of the class of 1971 and their guests who attended Homecoming 2006

Hamilton, Allen Salzman, Jeanne Carnall Lauten, Judy Galloway Malan, Kathy Kaufman Kramer,
Everett Lawrence.

Among the
members of the class
of 1976 alumni and
their guests who attended
Homecoming 2006 festivities
are from left, front row: Jeff
Arnold, Mary McDougal
Schroeder, Gary Frazelle,
Sue Berning Phillips, Holly
McClintock Bowling, TerryAnn Saurmann with Tiffin
the dog. Second row: Janice
Mintel Jack ’72 and husband
Donald Jack, Alan Colby,
Steve Schepper, Joe Wolfe,
David Hagan.

Homecoming 2006
reunion photographs
Among the members of the class of 1991 and their guests who attended Homecoming 2006 festivities are from left,
front row: Gregory Coffman, 11 (son of Scott Coffman), Johnathon White, 5 (son of Kimberly Kuhr White and Geoffrey White),
daughter Anna White, 3, Kimberly Kuhr White holding son Grandt White, 9 months, daughter Rebekah White, 9, daughter Katherine
White, 7, Geoffrey White (husband of Kimberly Kuhr White), daughter Mary Ann White, 2, Sarah Camden Mason, daughter Carly
Mason, 6, Josh Larson, 9 (son of Jenny and Andrew Larson). Second row: Diana Coffman (wife of Scott Coffman), daughter Kimberly
Coffman, 5, Scott Coffman, Brandon Coonrod, 8 (son of Gina and David Coonrod), David Coonrod ’90, daughter Lindsey Coonrod,
8, Gina Griffiths Coonrod, son Derrick Coonrod, 8, Joetta Benjamin, Josiah White, 11 (son of Kimberly Kuhr White and Geoffrey
White), son Stephen White, 12, Bailey Mason, 9, (daughter of Sarah Camden Mason and Jad Mason), Jad Mason, daughter Matti
Mason, 10, Jenny Camden Larson, son Aaron Larson, 13. Third row: Travis Mansur, 14 (son of Cathy Johns Mansur), Cathy Johns
Mansur, Lisa Bernhardt Campbell and husband Randy Campbell, Andrew Larson. Fourth row: Carrie Benjamin, 6, (daughter of
Joetta and Jeff Benjamin), Jeff Benjamin ’89, Dave Toby, and wife Melissa Becherer Toby.

30

Winter 2006-07 Millikin Quarterly

Among the members of the class of 1966 and their guests who attended Homecoming 2006 festivities are from left, front
row: Frank Elston, Elmer Turner and wife Mary Winters Turner ’67, Mike Jurgens, Dale Sloan, Mary Ann Chomiak Corum ’69
and husband Bill Corum, Sue Vaughan Nelson, Carrie Putnam Inman, Carol Westermeier Radtke. Second row: Millikin President
Douglas Zemke and wife Ellen Zemke, Connie Richeson Givens ’67 and husband Bob Givens, Jean Haher Buttz, Carolyn Camp
Schwartz, Nike Smyth Whitcomb-McKechnie, Ken Nelson (husband of Sue Vaughan Nelson), Art Inman (husband of Carrie Putnam
Inman), Ken Radtke (husband of Carol Westermeier Radtke). Third row: Jim Yeakley, Rich Steele and wife Jan Talbot Steele, Lynn
Molling Titus ’68 and husband Don Titus, Warren Waters, Bruce Meyer, Brandy Osburn (friend of Dick Glick), Dick Glick ’67,
Lynne Bamford Hagen ’67 and husband Henry Hagen ’67.
Among the members of the class of 1951 and their guests who attended Homecoming 2006 festivities are from left,
front row: Nancy Fisher Eichenauer ’53, Jo Anne Williams Keener, Marilyn Morthland Shroyer, Joan Halberg Lair, Shirley
Simcox Parkinson, Shirley Witt Mulholland ’52, Marietta Althouse Webb. Second row: Lois K. Knight Mitchell ’50 (wife of the late
William Mitchell), Joe McAdam, William Eichenauer (husband of Nancy Fisher Eichenauer), Robert Keener ’50 (husband of Jo
Anne Williams Keener), James Butts, Don Michel and wife Marian Burd Michel ’52, Roger Mulholland (husband of Shirley Witt
Mulholland), Edgar Webb (husband of Marietta Althouse Webb). Third row: Janice Durchholz and husband Victor Durchholz, Peg
Butts (wife of James Butts), Stu Sewell, Jim Lester and wife Judy Lester. Fourth row: Charles Norman, Bob Tully. Fifth row: Bill
Klein ’52, Bob Brozio ’52, Orville Brown ’52 and wife Betty Price Brown, Marilyn Winslow Brozio (wife of Bob Brozio), Nan Smith
Williams.
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Among the members
of the classes of 1931
and 1941 and their guests
who attended Homecoming
2006 festivities are from left,
front row: Daniel F. Smith
’37, Waneta Trick Moses
’41, Ruth Troutman Kinser
’39, Dorothy Longsdorff
Nowlin ’31, Margaret
Laughlin Fairweather ’41.
Second row: Richard Gilman
’41, Estella Launtz ’41,
Naomi Edwards Davis ’41,
Sid Rotz ’41, Anne Harp
Peabody ’41, Dorothy Allen
Coutant ’41 and husband
George Coutant ’36. Third
row: Camilla Buckley
McKinney ’68 and Martha
Buckley Matteson ’67
(daughters of Ruth Troutman
Kinser), Murl Sickbert ’40.

Among the members of the 1961 undefeated football team alumni and their guests who attended Homecoming 2006
festivities are from left, front row: Mike Constance ’63, Ed Constance ’64, Coach Don Shroyer ’50, Tom Brennan ’64 and wife Leah
Brennan, Al Domescik ’64, Judy Hutton Domescik ’64 and husband Jerry Domescik ’62, Chuck Siebel ’64. Second row: Larry Neuzel ’63,
Dan Troemper ’65, Howard Clifford ’64, Jim Hohenbary ’64, Bob Martin ’62, Billy Severino ’62, Delmar Rutz ’62 and wife June Rutz.
Third row: Anita Weis Troemper (wife of Dan Troemper). Not pictured are Bob Armstrong ’63, Ryan Jorstad ’62 and Craig Thies ’64.
Among the members of the
class of 2001 and their guests who
attended Homecoming 2006 festivities
are from left, front row: Renée Estes,
Cara Saunders, Izzy Neis, Jackie Ebben
Stone, Jim Bell, Kaili Salyers, Erin
Harding, Kristi Blakeman Morrell,
Sara Linton. Second row: Megan Macke
Pistorius, Sara Brown Murdick, Allison
Wannemacher Hannam, Mary Beth
Koetters, Jorge A. Cazares and wife Faith
A. Hite Cazares, Brian G. Carpenter,
Julie E. Callaham, Binh Luu, Jesica
Gentry Pirtle, Dawn Subhasiriwatana.
Third row: Rachel Gromala Binole,
Danielle Moseley Hayes, Michelle
O’Bryan, Celia Johnston. Fourth row:
Bill Shaub ’02, Matt Wilhelm, Matt
Barnett, Unidentified, Dan Bronke,
Alex Stephens, Randy Bruns, Aaron
Cunningham, Ryan Cleland, Mike
Savelha. Alumni in attendance, but not
pictured: John Clarke, Mike Smith,
Jeremy Bandy, Mike Marker ’03, Jerome
Jackson.

Among the members of the class of 1946 and their guests who attended
Homecoming 2006 festivities are from left, front row: Mimi Spence Kmetz, Gloria Cottle
(wife of Gene Cottle), Mary Ferguson File, S’monne Shinneman Elder and husband
Edwin Elder. Second row: Ruth Purdue Smith, Gene Cottle, Ben File (husband of Mary
Ferguson File), Virginia Torreyson Gardner ’48, Audrey Baxter Porter ’48.

Dancing in place

Photo by Bob Handelman
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the inspiring New York-based “pioneers of

the faculty of the Bates Dance Festival in

modern dance” and a semester in Paris

Lewiston, Maine, and the American Dance

studying art history while taking weekly

Festival in Durham, N.C., and has choreo-

ballet classes at the Paris Opera.

graphed over 100 works for solo touring

She pursued a master’s degree in
dance at the University of Utah and

I

and for companies.
Her book-in-process, “The Place of

supported herself by selling paintings

Dance,” involves residencies in Europe.

— exhibiting her work at each perfor-

Next year she returns to Pyn Penfarch,

mance. The professional years that

Wales, and Bern, Switzerland, to host

followed included forming Dance Gal-

Body and Earth trainings for dance educa-

lery — a six-member touring ensemble

tors interested in incorporating environ-

that performed throughout the western

mental principles in their teaching.

states, punctuated with overseas tours.

Olsen’s March appearance at Millikin

Her first teaching residency brought her

with the Dance Company of Middlebury

young dance company to Millikin for a

will feature an international cast of Middle-

January term, followed by three years at

bury College student and faculty dancers

Mount Holyoke College. She now chairs

and surprise guests, she says. The event

the dance program at Middlebury College

includes original music by Philip Hamilton,

in Vermont and continues to perform and

2002 Recipient of a New York Dance and

teach internationally, collaborating with

Performance Award for his body of work in

composers and visual artists.

dance, and video by James Bruce, co-pro-

An interdisciplinary focus on the arts
is part of her family heritage, much of it

ducer/editor/writer of the award-winning
documentary, “The Refugee All Stars.”

magine dancing along the Wuyi River

intertwined with Millikin University. Her

The Millikin performance is part of a

in China or amidst an olive grove in

father, the late Gail Olsen ‘38, taught

spring Midwest tour and the campus stop

Greece; on a beach in Shikoku Island in

watercolor and art appreciation at Mil-

will include master classes and a pre-per-

Japan or at a Maori Marii in New Zealand.

likin for many years. Her mother, Chal-

formance discussion at 6:30 p.m. before

These experiences inspired performer,

lys Hamman Olsen ‘40, played first

the 7:30 p.m. performance. Plans also

Andrea Olsen ’70 (above), to focus on

violin with the Millikin-Decatur Symphony

include a display of Gail Olsen’s watercol-

the relationship between place and dance.

Orchestra and hosted numerous student

ors outside the theatre that evening as

teachers in her Muffley School first-grade

a prelude to a larger retrospective of his

she both directs the dance program and

classroom. Her younger sister, Lysa

work scheduled for April 2008 at Decatur’s

teaches in environmental studies. Her

Olsen Keepper ‘78, did ceramics with

Madden Arts Center.

books, “Bodystories, A Guide to Experi-

former MU professor Rimas Visgirda while

ential Anatomy” (1991) and “Body and

a student. Olsen’s older sister, Karen

during a dance performance at Albert

Earth, An Experiential Guide,” (2002)

Olsen Murley, is a graphic artist and an

Taylor Theatre as a student, and now she

include stories of her travels. Focusing

illustrator of children’s books.

returns to that stage, bringing a dance

A professor at Middlebury College,

on place and community, she will present

International performing and teaching

Olsen remembers diving onto stage

tribute to the area of the country where

her new evening-length choreography

continue to infuse Olsen’s creative work.

she remembers running through fields

“Tribute (To)” in her home landscape

In 2003, she was a Fulbright Scholar to

of farmlands, studying ballet above Del’s

— Decatur, Illinois — to celebrate Millikin’s

New Zealand, based at the Maori Cultural

Popcorn Shop in downtown Decatur, and

newly renovated Albert Taylor Theatre on

College in Porirua City, choreographing

struggling through master classes with

Wednesday, March 28, at 4 and 7:30 p.m.

and lecturing throughout the country. She

the “greats” of modern dance – Paul

Olsen majored in art at Millikin, and

also served on the Australia-New Zea-

Taylor and Merce Cunningham – in a local

taught modern dance for the School

land Fulbright Committee with Marilyn

gymnasium. Her dance company’s March

of Music. Her college years at Millikin

Gipson Lashley, a 1969 Millikin gradu-

performance is a tribute to the Central Illi-

included summers on the Connecticut

ate, from 2004-2006, where they helped

nois roots that are part of the rich heritage

shore at the American Dance Festival with

select future scholars. She has served on

of dance that affects her work.
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Big Blue alumni gatherings

Alumni and
Club News
Events

Decatur - The MIllikin CIA (Central Illinois
Alumni) have scheduled some upcoming
events for 2007:
Thursday, March 29
Come join us for a wine and cheese party.
Owners of The Decanter, a new wine shop in
Decatur, will host a wine-tasting party from 7
to 9 p.m. at the Millikin Homestead. Co-owner
Kevin Graham ‘76, Millikin’s director of
counseling services, will share his expertise
on wines. Hors d’oeuvres will be served. Call
the alumni office for further details.

Seeing blue
Alums Gary Sakata ’74, Joe Basilo ’74 and Bill Kowalczyk ’76 catch up at the annual
Nyberg event held at the home of Matt Proud ’90 in Elmhurst, Ill., in November.

Saturday, May 5
Join us for the Millikin Theatre and Dance
production of “A Chorus Line” at Kirkland Fine
Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. Come early for One
Singular Sensation, the exclusive pre-theatre
party for MCIA members in the Fireplace
Room in Richards Treat University Center.
The cost is $30 per person and includes
pre-party admission and a theatre ticket.
Ticket packages will be available through the
Kirkland box office, 217-424-6318.

Beijing, China

May 22-30, 2007
Join Millikin alumni and friends on a nine-day
trip to Beijing to explore its beauty, culture
and history. The cost for this alumni and
friends trip is $2,069 per person and includes
round trip air from O’Hare International Airport in Chicago, hotel transfers and departure
taxes, all hotel expenses and 15 meals. A $50
gift is made to the Millikin Fund for every trip
booked. For more information or to request a
free brochure, call Dr. Jan Devore, director of
alumni relations, toll free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM
(568-2586).

True Blue friends
A group of alums gathered together at the home of David and Barb Elder Dick ’72 in
Paris, Ill. Pictured from left are: (front row) Carla File Scott ’73, Evie Coen Gill ’73,
Jean Flanders Holmes ’72 and Barb Elder Dick’72; (back row) Milt Scott ’67, Joe
Gill ’72, Stewart Holmes ’72, Carole Medal ’72 and David Dick.

Got a Millikin-related question for our office?

We’re experimenting with offering texting as a service for
our alumni, so send a text message to 217-620-9102
if you have a Millikin-related question or comment.
Be sure to give your name so we’ll know it’s you.

Tuscany, Italy

Nov. 1-11, 2007
Join Millikin alumni and friends for a trip to
this historic land. For more information or to
request a free brochure, call Dr. Jan Devore,
director of alumni relations, toll free at
1-877-JMU-ALUM (568-2586), or check the
alumni and friends website at www.millikin.
edu/alumni.
For more information, to get
directions or to RSVP, call the
alumni office toll free at
1-877-JMU-ALUM (locally, dial
217-424-6383). For calendar
updates, visit www.millikin.edu/
alumni/calendar_of_events.asp
Winter 2006-07 Millikin Quarterly
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Adopted Sun

Mormino brings Florida history to light

A

s a kid growing up in the
gritty refinery town of Wood
River, Ill., Gary Mormino
’69 could never have guessed
that he would someday be the state
of Florida’s leading historian. Even
college must have seemed a far-off
dream to the boy who would become the first in his family to graduate high school, and eventually add
a Ph.D. to the family name.
It was happenstance – the recommendation of a high school guidance
counselor – that brought Mormino
to Millikin, his first step on a lifelong journey into higher education.
“I loved my undergraduate
years,” he says. “It was a wonderful
experience.”
Mormino entered Millikin as a
chemistry major, until a humbling
encounter with calculus led to a
rather uncalculated – though fateful
– turn toward history.
“I enjoyed history more,” he says.
“I had some inspiring teachers.”
Among them, he singles out two
emeriti professors of history, noting
that the late Daniel Gage was a “legend” and the late Graham Provan
was “inspirational.”
His Millikin professors fostered
a love of history that eventually
carried Mormino to the University
of North Carolina, with wife Lynne
Wheeler Mormino ’68 at his side.
Aside from marriage, he calls the
choice to pursue graduate school
– the recommendation of another
school counselor – “the most providential decision in my life.”
Still, “I didn’t understand the implications of graduate school. I was
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in way over my head,” says Mormino of what became a challenging chapter in his life. Ironically,
the help of a fellow Millikin alum,
Roger Lotchin ’57, then a student
advisor at UNC (now a professor
of history at the same university)
and a distinguished historian of the
American West, would put Mormino back on track.
“Roger saved my academic
career, and he remains a great role
model,” says Mormino, who soon
found his own voice as a historian.
In 1974, Mormino returned to
Millikin on a one-year teaching assignment, and remained in Decatur
during a daring double-duty as a
stay-at-home dad completing his
dissertation.
The late 1970s would draw
Mormino to the University of South
Florida in Tampa. At the time, he
knew nothing of the college and
little about the state that would
prove fertile ground for his historian’s curiosity.
“I came to realize that I was part
of one of the most amazing migrations in history,” Mormino says of
his move South.
He points out that a mere three
million people called Florida
home in 1950 (and there were only
500,000 Floridians in 1900). A
population explosion brought that
number to 16 million today, making the Sunshine State the country’s
fourth largest in terms of population.
Sand, sun and surf are the most
obvious of Florida’s charms, but
something deeper seems to draw
people as well. As author Susan

Gary Mormino ’69 at Cape Canaveral’s Playalinda
Beach. Steve Dodge, Millikin professor emeritus of
history, took the photograph.

Orlean says in “The Orchid Thief,”
“Florida was to Americans what
America had always been to the rest
of the world – a fresh, free, unspoiled start.”
Mormino concurs. “Florida is the
Land of Dreams,” he says. “It offers the promise of second chances
– to restore your health or reinvent
yourself.”
Only 30 percent of Florida’s
population is native to the state.
“Those who migrate to Florida
bring their values with them,” says
Mormino. “The state is a microcosm
of America.”
That microcosm quickly worked
its magic on Mormino, who continues to teach history at USF and
co-founded the state’s only graduate
program in Florida studies.
“I realized I needed to write a
book,” he says.

BY

Mormino had written two previous books, but it is his most recent
undertaking, “Land of Sunshine,
State of Dreams: A Social History
of Modern Florida” that explores the
full landscape of modern Florida’s
social and cultural history. In it,
Mormino delves deeply into the
factors that conspired in the state’s
remarkable growth: real estate,
tourism, technology, demography,
migration, industry, seniors and
transportation, to name just a few.
The book was released in 2005 to
critical acclaim.
As one reviewer praised, “In love
with Florida’s bright sand as well
as her dark dirt, [Mormino] gives us

The cover of Mormino’s latest book.

CELESTE HUTTES ‘88

everything we could want: islands of
exclusiveness and roadside exotica;
long-visioned industrialists and
fly-by-night robber barons; smallbusiness owners and small–minded
hoods; salt-of-the earth farmers
and scorched-earth developers; and
Mormino does so with a delightful
style that quotes Umberto Eco and
Joe Garagiola with the same seamless ease.”
Mormino labored for 20 years
painting this definitive portrait of
Florida, spending countless hours
of research in libraries from coast
to coast. Perhaps appropriately for
one so fond of the past, Mormino’s
writing – in the case of “Land of
Sunshine,” all 700 pages of it – was
done entirely in long hand.
In the book’s acknowledgements,
Mormino offers a peek into the passion that brought the book to life:
“…I have been taken captive
by my subject. To appreciate the
canvas of Florida, I have tried my
best to grasp it: searching for herons
in Rookery Bay, crawling through
Wakulla County in search of abandoned cemeteries, and walking
through the alleys of Little Havana
and Ybor City.”
Florida intrigues Mormino on
many levels, not the least of which
is the state’s cultural and geographic
diversity. An extremely long state,
Florida crosses ecological, climate
and time zones.
It is so long, he says, you can
drive from Pensacola to Chicago
in the same amount of time it takes
to drive from the Florida Keys to

Books
and More

Pensacola.
“It is an intricate, complex state,”
he says – and in many ways, a state
of mind. “It’s like the Mediterranean
to many Americans – they imagine
moving here and living like a Spanish don.”
Beyond its beauty, Mormino appreciates Florida for its somewhat
unexpected political power. “It has
become a demographic, political
and cultural bellwether,” he says.
From aging to immigration to
environmental challenges, “You can
learn a lot about America by studying Florida,” says Mormino, who
plans to continue doing just that.
Ever eager to explore the alchemy of events that make modern-day
Florida what it is, Mormino spent
much of a five-week sabbatical last
fall in Millikin’s Staley Library, researching two new books. One will
focus on Florida food; the other will
examine the impact of World War II
in Florida.
With Florida’s past fueling this
historian’s bright future, Mormino
brings to mind a description from
his own book: “Florida has always
been more about tomorrow’s possibilities than today’s realities….To be
a Floridian is to be optimistic.”

Other books by Gary Mormino ’69
include “Immigrants on the Hill” and
“The Immigrant World of Ybor City:
Italians and Their Latin Neighbors.”
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The legacy continues

...the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.

Paul Carlson with grandmother Esther Lange Carlson ’62

Katherine Tippit with mother Patricia Young Tippit ’96

Lindsay Scully with mother Laurie O’Hare Scully ’85.
Not pictured is aunt Laura Bembenek Trento ’85.

Jeffrey Bruninga with father H. Jay Bruninga ’70 and
mother Julie Miller Bruninga ’77.

Sophi Jesek with father Warren Jesek ’74.
Warren’s sister is Sheila Jesek-Hale ’70, at
right with her son and Sophi’s cousin, Curt.

Curt Hale with mother Sheila Jesek-Hale ’70.
Curt’s father was the late Charles Hale,
director emeritus of Staley Library.

Emmanuel Minter with mother Keri Griffith Mateer ’02.
Not pictured is father Lee Mateer ’03 and
38
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’08.
Winter 2006-07
Quarterly

Brandon Walker with father David Walker ’81.
Not pictured is mother Lisa Rosenkranz Walker ’84, sister
Amanda Walker ’08 and aunts Robin Rosenkranz Grubbs
’80 and Pam Jacobs Rosenkranz ’82.

Dana Kaminski with father Scott Kaminski ’77

Brynn Traughber with mother Jan Saddoris-Traughber ’05,
box office manager of Kirkland Fine Arts Center

Lisa Peterson with mother
Nancy Helms Peterson ’79.

Brittany Vogel with father Henry Vogel ’85.
Not pictured is aunt Amanda Vogel Wright ’94.

Sophomore siblings Luke and Danielle Greenleaf.
Not pictured is aunt Karen Fleener ’05 and mother Carol Greenleaf,
secretary for Millikin’s School of Music.

Madonna Aus-Der-Au. Not pictured are cousins
Billy Shaub ’02 and Nick Shaub ’03.

Stephanie Beck. Not pictured are aunts Angela Beck and
Amy Beck Bliefnick, both ’79; uncle Mark Beck ’77; cousin
Theodore Bliefnick ’05; sisters Christine Beck ’06 and Emily
Beck ’09 and grandfather Darrell Beck ’54.

The Big Blue tradition:

Brent Swansen. Not pictured are sister Natalie Swansen ’03,
stepfather Roe Skidmore ’68, stepmother Jo Ann Griesmeyer
Swansen ’67, stepsister Suzi Skidmore Cox ’92, stepbrother-inlaw Jerry Cox ’88, stepaunt Sharon Skidmore Mueller ’62 and
stepuncle William A. Mueller III ’60.
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These are some of the new Millikin students who have alumni relatives in their families.
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Viva Ms. Boggess:
BY

Alumni
Profile

O

ne of the brightest lights shining in Vegas
these days does not come courtesy of
Nevada Power Company, but in the form of
Sierra Boggess ’04 as she embodies the role
of Christine Daaé five times a week in “Phantom
– The Las Vegas Spectacular.”
The role that may prove to be her star turn
came to Boggess less than two short years after graduation. But first, she had to shine in an
audition that would have filled even the boldest
belly with butterflies.
To win the role of Christine, Boggess’ singing had to catch the attention of two Broadway
legends: Harold Prince, who has won more
Tonys than anyone in history; and composer
Lord Andrew Lloyd Webber, whose award collection includes Tonys, Grammys, Golden Globes
and an Oscar. The pair was in search of the
perfect cast to bring to life their revamped and
revved-up Las Vegas production of “Phantom
of the Opera.”
“I had just gotten done studying about these
two in my musical theatre history class,” recalls
Boggess. “I was so intimidated; not in my game
at all.”
But within a few short hours Boggess knew
her future would include a famous phantom.
“It was one of the coolest days of my life,”
says Boggess. “Cool” days like these are making for a hot career in the short time since her
graduation as a musical theatre major in 2004.
In choosing Millikin, the Denver native
followed in the footsteps of her mother, Kellun
Turner ’69, and grandmother, Margery Coppenbarger Turner ’56. She was joined in this
family tradition by cousin and roommate Aubrey
Ryan ’04.
“I loved it,” Boggess says of Millikin’s cozy
size and family feel. “It’s a small school and you
can get one-on-one attention. The teachers get
to know your strengths and weaknesses and
tailor their teaching to that.”
Boggess particularly appreciates the
amount of time she was able to spend practicing on her own in Millikin’s facilities.
“I was constantly singing and dancing,” she
says. “I wanted to graduate a triple threat.”
Mission accomplished, says Lori Bales, assistant professor of theatre and dance. “Sierra
is skilled in all three areas,” says Bales, who
directed Boggess in Millikin’s productions of
“Into the Woods” and “Hayfever.”
In addition to memories made on Millikin’s
stages, the university’s international study program holds a special place in Boggess’ heart.
A semester spent in London her junior year
“changed my life completely,” she says.
Along with a newfound sense of independence, the U.K. offered Boggess a welcome
break from performing, and the rare opportu40
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nity to marinate in the London theatre scene. “I
probably went to five shows a week,” she says.
“In one play, I saw Judi Dench and Maggie Smith
perform on the same stage.”
The fall following graduation, Boggess
moved to New York City, where she landed her
first role in only a matter of weeks, just as Bales
had predicted. “I knew that her career would
take off,” says Bales. “I gave her two weeks
from the time she arrived in New York, and
that’s about how long it took. That’s remarkable.”
A highlight in Boggess’ blossoming career
was originating the role of Binky in “Princesses,” a Broadway-bound musical, and playing
Cosette in the national tour of “Les Miserables.”
She left “Les Miserables” behind last April,
though, after winning the coveted role of Christine in “Phantom.” The show opened last June
on the stage of Vegas’ The Venetian Resort
Hotel Casino to rave reviews and standing
ovations that continue to this day. Of the new
production, the Chicago Tribune boldly declared,
“There’s no longer any reason to see this show
anywhere else.”
Boggess performs five times a week in
the streamlined, but spiced up, version of
“Phantom,” which lasts 95 minutes with no
intermission.
“It is a hard role to sing – really high – and
she almost never leaves the stage,” says Bales,
who saw Boggess perform in “Phantom” last
summer. “It was awesome to see her perform,
knowing she is right where she wanted to be.”
Boggess clearly loves every minute of it – in
spite of the emotional and physical demands,
and occasional mishaps.
The ultimate trial came in July when the
sophisticated machinery that operates the
high-tech set and its moveable floors malfunctioned in the middle of a performance. Unable
to see the gaping hole that lay before her on
the stage, Boggess fell into it, breaking her
front tooth. In spite of the blood and shock that
ensued, Boggess kept on singing – just before
being rushed to the hospital.
“This is what makes her extraordinary,” says
Bales. “Her heart wouldn’t let her quit singing.”
“I want to enjoy this amazing job,” says
Boggess. “The worst thing I could do is take it
for granted or not give 100 percent.”
As much as she loves the music, it is the
energy from the audience that inspires Boggess
most. It is not uncommon for audience members
to approach her after a show and thank her for
providing a temporary escape from the stress
of everyday life.
“My job is to make them forget their
problems for however long the show lasts,” says
Boggess.
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Alum shines in Vegas version of ‘Phantom’

Sierra Boggess ’04 performs the role of
Christine along side Anthony Crivello as The
Phantom in the Las Vegas production.

“It takes a lot of trust in yourself,” she says.
“You have to believe that you are where you’re
supposed to be, and know that you’re good
enough.”
In Boggess’ case, “good enough” is a bit
of an understatement. Just ask the man who is
arguably the most popular theatre composer of
all time. After Lord Webber previewed the Las
Vegas production of “Phantom,” he informed
Boggess that her rendition of the role was the
best he had ever heard.
“Sierra just has ‘it,’” says Bales, who describes Boggess’ star quality as “an alchemical
combination of her intelligence, determination
and heart – which is big.”
That alchemy will continue to transform
Sierra into Christine at least through June 2007.
After that, Boggess may return to the East
Coast and her Broadway dreams. Though she
has considered the appeal of television and
movies, the stage still beckons the strongest.
“There’s nothing better than performing live,” says Boggess. “When I’m on stage,
there’s nowhere else I’d rather be.”
Interested in seeing the show?
An alumni and friends trip from
Decatur to Las Vegas is being planned
to see Sierra perform in 2007.
For more information, contact Jackie
McFadden toll-free at 1-877-JMUALUM (568-2586).

The view from here: Alumni and Development Center

Formerly the Zeta Tau Alpha sorority house, the Alumni and Development Center houses all 19 members of Millikin’s alumni
and development staff, in addition to serving as a resource and “home” for alumni visiting the Millikin campus. Purchased by
the university in 1997, the center is also used to host meetings and alumni events, including the annual Homecoming All Alumni
Reception.
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