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The Millikin Mission:
To Deliver on the Promise
of Education
At Millikin, we prepare students for
• Professional success;
• Democratic citizenship in a global
environment;
• A personal life of meaning and value.
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Millikin Quick Facts*
We are...
a coed, private, four-year, comprehensive
university with studies in arts and sciences,
business, fine arts and professional studies
We were founded...
in 1901 by James Millikin, a prominent Decatur
businessman
We are located...
in Decatur, Ill., a metropolitan area of 100,000
residents, just 120 miles north of St. Louis, 180
miles south of Chicago, and 150 miles west of
Indianapolis
We have...
• 2,400 students;
56 percent female and 44 percent male
• a 75-acre campus
• fall and spring semesters, summer sessions
and immersions
• an average of 23 students in each class
• 145 full-time faculty, 74 percent of which hold
doctorates or the highest degree in their field
• 12.9:1 student/faculty ratio
• 20 NCAA Division III men’s and women’s
sports, fall and spring intramurals, members
of the College Conference of Illinois and
Wisconsin (CCIW)
We are ranked...
as a College of Distinction in the areas of
engaging students, great teaching, a vibrant
community and successful outcomes by
collegesofdistinction.com.
Did you know...?
99 percent of Millikin students receive aid
totaling about $27 million. Millikin aid is
awarded on the basis of academic merit, talent
and financial need.
We’re especially proud of this fact:
In 2006, 100 percent of graduates either gained
employment or entered graduate/professional
school.

* Statistics taken from the
2007-08 admission e-viewbook.
To view the entire book, visit:
www.millikin.edu/viewbook
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Have you heard that one of the newest
stars on Broadway is one of Millikin’s
own? Sierra Boggess, a 2004 graduate,
is one of our most visible young alumni
at the moment, starring in the lead role
of Ariel in the Disney Broadway production of “The Little Mermaid,” which
opened in New York in early November.
It’s inspiring to hear of a young
graduate reaching such success so early
in her career. It is also an interesting
twist to the story to note that Sierra
herself was inspired by a young Millikin
alumna when she was growing up. As
she told the media in pre-show publicity,
she decided to attend Millikin because
that was the school attended by Jodi
Benson ’83, who sang the voice of Ariel
in the 1989 Disney film version.
“I wanted to go [to Millikin], seriously, because she went there,” Sierra
says, “because I was obsessed with her
voice.”
Young alumni – and for that matter,
alumni of any age – who are active in
the fine arts or entertainment fields are
of course more visible to all of us, especially when they are in the news, but in
truth, Millikin alumni excel in a variety of
fields. There just isn’t always the same
media recognition.
For example, last year we presented
the Young Alumnus award to Ann Louise
Sumner ’96, a research scientist whose
work in graduate school led to the creation of a new field of study, snowphase
photochemistry. Her work is not the
type that is familiar to the layperson,
but is just one example of the many
important and often unsung accomplishments of our young alumni. Truly, this
is a generation focused on getting what
they want out of life.
It is interesting to me as president to
observe the traits of this new generation. In many ways, I feel that our recent graduates and current students are
more like the students of the ’50s and
’60s in terms of their thought processes
and approach to life. They are filled with
talent, enthusiasm and hope. They are
socially conscious and driven to make a
difference. Although they are skilled at
balancing a hectic 24/7 schedule, they
also make time to nurture their personal
lives, especially by developing a social
structure that allows them to grow as

human beings. Striving for life balance
is an enormous drive for this group, as
well as wondering “how do I interface
with others in this world – those other
cultures who strive for the same things
that I do?”
But perhaps more than any other
characteristic that defines this generation, they are massive communicators
– just not in the ways with which we
more “seasoned” alumni are familiar.
When I was a young graduate of Millikin, my generation wrote letters to
stay in touch and occasionally made
an expensive long distance call home
to mom. Our young alumni today send
an inexpensive text message, instant
message or e-mail, write on someone’s
Facebook wall, and call mom using their
free cell phone minutes – and they do
it all on the move, with no wasted time
or putting off communicating until later.
They embrace a communciation lifestyle
that offers instant gratification as well as
the added pressure of high expectations
for an instant response.
Where does Millikin enter into all of
this? Well, if we’re doing our job right
– and our 100 percent placement rate
last year would indicate that we are
doing something right – we have helped
prepare these young alumni to focus on
their highest interests and their passions, to determine who they are and
establish a career path that will deliver
them professional success.
In addition, while at Millikin, we offer
students community service opportunities to help them fine-tune their commitment to make a difference in this world
– so they leave here ready to take their
place as democratic citizens in a global
environment.
And finally, we at Millikin take very
seriously our commitment to prepare
them for personal lives of meaning and
value, a balance that this generation
seems determined to achieve with a
cell phone or a PDA in one hand and a
laptop in the other. Because we offer a
multitude of opportunities and experiences, our young alumni should have no
fear about being successful in life both
personally and professionally.
Their potential is as bright as the
stars on Broadway, and I applaud their
successes. ●

President’s
Perspective
Douglas Zemke ’66, Millikin President

In many ways, I feel that our
recent graduates and current
students are more like the
students of the ’50s and ’60s
in terms of their thought processes and approach to life.

Campus
News

Ewing lectureship features Halstead

Four goes into three
In less than three years, Dr. J. Mark Munoz, professor of international management, has had four books published.
His latest is “A Salesman in Asia:
Success Story and Survival Guide to
Selling in China, India, Japan, and the
Asia-Pacific.” Munoz used his 20 years of
sales experience in the region to develop
a sales manual for business students and
professionals about successfully selling
and marketing products and services in
Asia. The book is available at amazon.
com and also available in bookstores
nationwide.

Nursing professor
named AHA fellow
Dr. Marilyn Prasun, assistant professor
of nursing, was named a fellow by the
American Heart Association’s Council
on Cardiovascular Nursing in November.
Dr. Prasun teaches in the new master’s
degree in nursing program.
There are currently only 123 active
Fellows on the Council on Cardiovascular
Nursing. Prasun joins 12 other fellows in
Illinois, and is the first fellow outside of
the Chicago area. To be considered for
the honor, nominees must have demonstrated meritorious contributions to
cardiovascular nursing through practice
and research and must be recognized on
a national level. Fellows are identifiable,
knowledgeable leaders with specialized
expertise.
Prasun has completed several
research studies in the areas of heart
failure, arrhythmias and heart failure
related renal disease.
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The 2007 Thomas W. Ewing Lectureship was held in December and featured
speaker Ted Halstead (above), founding
president and CEO of the New America
Foundation. Halstead spoke on “The
Future of American Politics: The Radical Center.”
Halstead is a frequent public speaker
and media commentator on a wide
range of public policy issues, and has
appeared as a guest on CNN, “Nightline” with Ted Koppel, “ABC’s World

News Tonight” with Peter Jennings, CSPAN and NPR. He also has published
broadly, including cover stories in The
Atlantic Monthly and numerous opinion
articles in The New York Times, The
Washington Post and The Los Angeles
Times. He also co-authored the book,
“The Radical Center: The Future of
American Politics,” and was editor of
“The Real State of The Union.”
The Thomas W. Ewing Lectureship
was created by Millikin University and
Congressman Ewing’s colleagues in
recognition of his many years of public
service. Ewing, a 1957 Millikin graduate, retired in 2001 after serving nine
years in the U.S. House of Representatives and 17 years in the Illinois House
of Representatives.
Previous Ewing Lectureship speakers
have included former House Speaker
J. Dennis Hastert and Peter Hoekstra,
chairman of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.
The lectures focus on public policy
and service, and visiting lecturers are
selected based on their prominence in
those fields as well as their ability to
inspire others to serve. ●

Coleman Foundation extends its grant to
In recognition of its continued leadership in entrepreneurship education, Millikin has received an extension of its
grant from the Coleman Foundation to fund Professor
Sharon Alpi (right) as a Coleman Foundation Professor in
Entrepreneurship and to expand Millikin’s entrepreneurial
programs. Alpi is director of Millikin’s Tabor Center for
Entrepreneurship.
Alpi will continue to work with 11 other Coleman funded
professors from around the country and with the foundation’s Coleman Council for Entrepreneurship Awareness and
Education (CEAE). The Coleman Foundation formed the CEAE in 1981 to support
entrepreneurship education at the college level.
With the next phase of the funding, Alpi will direct the Center for Entrepreneurship to make program enhancements in Millikin’s Arts and Entrepreneurship
program and the Blue Connection retail art gallery, expand entrepreneurial education
into other academic areas at Millikin and to infuse entrepreneurial education into
area K-12 classrooms.

National report reflects well on Millikin
Millikin scored well on the 2007 National Survey of Student Engagement
(NSSE) report, an annual report that
tracks how well students are learning
and what they are receiving from their
undergraduate experience. The report is
co-sponsored by The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching
and based on information gathered from
313,000 randomly selected first-year
and senior students at 610 four-year colleges and universities.
According to the NSSE report, Millikin students are learning in an engaged, active and collaborative learning
environment. The study looks at five
areas of educational practices: level of
academic challenge, active and collaborative learning, student-faculty interaction, enriching educational experiences
and supportive campus environment.
The report compared Millikin’s student benchmark scores to those of three
groups: students at peer institutions
selected by Millikin, students at schools
in the same Carnegie Foundation classification as Millikin, and students at
selected aspiration institutions.

One of the key findings from the
2007 study showed that taking part
in certain “high impact” educational
activities during college boosts students’
performance in many areas, including
critical thinking, solving real world
problems and working effectively with
others. “High impact” activities include
taking part in learning communities, undergraduate research, study aboard and
culminating senior experiences such as
internships and capstone projects.
According to the NSSE results, more
Millikin students take part in “high
impact” activities than students at other
institutions. For example, 34 percent of
Millikin’s first-year students took part in
learning communities compared to only
17 percent of students in the highest
performing comparison group. Millikin seniors also took part in research
with faculty and a culminating senior
experience at a higher percentage than
students in all three comparison groups.
The study also showed that Millikin
first-year students were significantly
more involved in activities such as community service, having serious conver-

Millikin; Alpi to continue as Coleman Professor
The funding from the Coleman Foundation recognizes the network of entrepreneurship programs that has been developed in the Center for Entrepreneurship under
Alpi’s leadership. The Center coordinates several academic programs, including the
entrepreneurship major in the Tabor School of Business, and houses several programs that benefit the Central Illinois business community, including the Millikin
Regional Entrepreneurship Network (MREN), part of the State of Illinois-funded
Regional Entrepreneurship Network. MREN works with entrepreneurs and businesses that demonstrate the ability to achieve growth and contribute to the economic
development of Illinois.
Coleman Foundation funding will be used to make enhancements to Millikin’s
Blue Connection, a student-run retail gallery, and expand entrepreneurship into new
academic areas in art, education, English, theatre/dance and nursing. Another major
initiative of the Center is the infusion of entrepreneurship education into elementary
and secondary schools.
The Coleman Foundation is a private, independent grantmaker focusing primarily
on the Midwest. Foundation resources support education – with a strong emphasis on
entrepreneurship; cancer care, treatment and research; and disability services. ●

The study showed that Millikin
first-year students were significantly more involved in activities
such as community service than
students at other comparative
schools.

sation with students of another race or
ethnicity, and spending more than five
hours a week in co-curricular activities.
Millikin seniors performed internships
and had field or clinical experiences and
completed senior capstones courses at
a higher percentage than students in all
three comparison groups.
Other highlights from the survey:
● Forty-six percent of Millikin’s first
year students had taken part in a community-based project as part of a regular
course compared to only 19 percent
of students at Millikin’s peers and 14
percent at aspiration and similarly Carnegie-classified institutions.
● Seventy-two percent of Millikin
seniors reported that they had discussed
grades or assignments with professors
compared to 63 percent at the highest
performing comparison group. ●

Student entrepreneurs sell
historic Lincoln prints
Millikin’s arts and entrepreneurship program has partnered with the Illinois State
Historical Society to make the student
operated retail art gallery, Blue Connection, an official online marketing partner
for prints of two historic Abraham Lincoln
photographs. The two portraits were taken
in Springfield, Ill., on June 3, 1860.
“That looks better and expresses
me better than any I have ever seen;
if it pleases the people I am satisfied,”
Lincoln had said. The archive-quality prints
are made from glass plate positives (the
original negatives are in the Smithsonian,
damaged beyond repair) and available
for online purchase only through
www.millikinblueconnection.com.
Winter 2007-08 Millikin Quarterly
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Career
advice

Are you out of balance?
by Pam Folger,
Director of
Millikin’s Career
& Experiential
Education Center
(CEEC)

F

Finding a balance between work and
personal life in today’s fast-paced world
can be a challenge. For some, too much
time spent at work leads to a neglected
personal/family life. For others, too
much time spent focusing on a personal life means sacrificing a rewarding
career and increased income. Either
way, when work and personal lives feel
out of balance from juggling competing
priorities and responsibilities, the result
can be stress, decreased work performance, reduced overall career satisfaction and a lifetime of regrets.
Can anyone have a rewarding career
and a fulfilling personal life? The
answer is yes, but only with intentional and ongoing effort. It helps to
understand how our changing world is
blurring the boundaries between our
jobs and personal lives. Consider the
following:
● The global economy has created
increased job competition and workers
who feel pressured to work more hours
to maintain job security. And for some
workers, increased access to technology
means they must be available 24/7 for
Pam Folger, director of Millikin’s
Career & Experiential Education
Center, has more than 20 years experience in career and employment
services, 10 of them at Millikin. She
earned her bachelor’s degree from
Eastern Illinois University and her
master’s degree from the University
of Illinois at Springfield.

business around the world.
● Gender roles have changed, and most
working couples have a more equitable
sharing of parenting and household
responsibilities. However, this means
that men also get stressed from balancing career and home obligations.
● Society is becoming increasingly
more materialistic, meaning many of
us feel pressured to work more hours
to increase our income and buy more
“stuff.”
● Finally, an old but still true point
– climbing the career ladder often
means working extra hours – or at least
that is the message many individuals get
from employers.
How do we find balance? The answer
may be different for each of us and can
often change depending on our stage of
life, priorities and the things we value.
What works for the mid-career professional who is balancing a long commute, raising children and caring for
aging or ill parents may not work for
the recently married new professional
who is trying to advance his/her career.
Here are some ideas on how to develop
a work-life balance that is right for you:
Stop doing things that are not
necessary or bring you no sense
of satisfaction. Learn to say no and

set boundaries. Delete what you do out
of guilt or obligation, including tasks
in your personal and your work life.
At work, if you don’t have the power
to eliminate unnecessary projects from
your to-do list, discuss the situation
with your supervisor. Efficiency is
important in the workplace, so your
supervisor will likely appreciate your
straightforward approach.
Understand why you are working
longer hours. For an hourly employee,

working long hours can be a great help
in paying the bills. For other employees, extra hours may be the result of

Take stock of what’s
important to you. What do
you want to achieve in your
career and your personal
life? Set goals for each and
stay focused. Each day, you
should do something that
gets you closer to achieving
your goals and gives you
a sense of satisfaction
and fulfillment.
adjusting to a new job or meeting an
important project deadline. However,
pay attention to maintaining balance
and say no when you must. Also, make
sure you are working overtime because
it is important to your career and not
because you are avoiding dealing with
something in your personal life.
Take stock of what’s important
to you. What do you want to achieve
in your career and your personal life?
Set goals for each and stay focused.
Each day, you should do something that
gets you closer to achieving your goals
and gives you a sense of satisfaction
and fulfillment. Don’t sweat the rest, because it doesn’t matter. Remember that
balance doesn’t mean doing everything,
but rather it’s doing the things that matter and doing them well.
Find out if flex time or a compressed work week are an option at
your place of employment. This will

decrease your stress level and give you
extra time to fulfill personal obligations
or interests. You may also consider jobsharing or telecommuting as viable options, too. Most employers are aware of
continued on page 41

MU HISTORY

Just the beginning
Did you know the falcon won a 1960 election and was named the official mascot of Millikin University in 1960 – or was it?
Despite the fact that archived editions of the student newspaper,
Decaturian, say that the bird of prey was chosen from a field of
six possible mascots that year to serve as the Big Blue’s mascot, most
alumni and current students would be surprised to hear it.
Leading up to the 1960 vote, Dec editors led the drive for a mascot,
stating in an October 1959 editorial: “The Decaturian feels that a mascot
or symbol would promote interest in our athletic teams and greatly improve school
spirit.” The newspaper conducted polls to determine student opinion, and twice
brought the issue before the student council during fall 1959.
Subsequent editorials clarified the newspaper’s position, stating that there was
no intention to change the Big Blue nickname, “as it implies power,” but simply to
put a symbol behind it to serve as a rallying point for school spirit. Although a bull/
ox mascot was the newspaper’s only suggestion at that time, editors indicated they
would back any symbol with a favorable student majority.
In February 1960, a nominating committee made up of students, faculty and
alumni narrowed mascot choices to six possibilities: bull/ox, ram, bear, fox, falcon
and even a Scottie dog. (The Scottie dog was nominated in honor of the Scottish
ancestry of Millikin’s founder, James Millikin, and the birthplace of the Presbyterian
Church with which the university is affiliated.)
Following a student vote held during weekly chapel in March 1960, the Scottie
dog and the falcon were chosen as finalists, and on May 6, 1960, the falcon upset the
Scottie dog by a decisive 65 percent margin in a run-off vote.
But then it seems the Millikin falcon simply flew off into history,
rarely seen
or mentioned in subsequent issues of the school newspaper, although
many alumni recall the election and remember seeing a student in a
bird costume at football games. Despite that, the falcon never got a
good grip at Millikin, only re-emerging as a topic of discussion every
few years when new students raised questions about a mascot.
Now, nearly 50 years after the historic falcon vote, another group of
spirit-minded students is raising the mascot issue once again.
“We need something to bring us together and focus our school spirit,”
says one of the group’s founding members, Rickey Spivey, a senior from Indianapolis. “That’s why we started the Big Blue Spirit Crew.” Founded last fall, the group
highlights and supports all things Millikin.
“Our group was very active during homecoming this year and we co-sponsored
several events, including the homecoming dance and the support staff luncheon,”
says Spivey. “We’re also sponsoring a Winterfest in February.”
The crew’s six-member executive board is also drafting a proposal recommending that an official mascot be named for the university. “If alumni have any suggestions, we’d be more than willing to work with them,” Spivey says. “Or if a group of
alumni want to work with us on this, we’d certainly welcome them. ●

Time for
a Millikin
mascot?
The Big Blue Spirit
Crew says “YES!”
by Margaret Friend

Should the Big Blue have an
official mascot? Voice your
opinion by taking our online
poll at www.millikin.edu/
alumni/mascotsurvey.asp,
where you can also view how
other alumni feel about the
topic. Results will be shared
with the Big Blue Spirit Crew.

BIG BLUE

Sports

Two young alumni honored

T

Two recent graduates each received the
2007 Lindsay Medallion during a ceremony held at a Big Blue football game
this fall. Amber Rock ’07 of Normal,
Ill., originally from Roberts, Ill., was
recognized for her outstanding performance on the Big Blue softball team,
and Paul Yemm ’06 of Decatur received
the medallion for his contributions to
the swimming team. The medallion is
named in honor of the late F. Merrill
Lindsay, trustee emeritus, and his late
wife, “Sis” Lindsay, community leaders
and long-time Millikin supporters.
Rock, a second baseman for the softball team, served as captain of the team
during her junior and senior years. She
held three individual school records at
the end of her playing career: most career games (153), stolen bases in a game
(4, tied with four previous players) and
stolen base attempts in a game (4, also
tied with four previous players). As a
senior, she hit .316. Overall, Rock hit
.307 with 146 hits in 475 at-bats, notching 83 runs, 20 doubles, six triples, two
home runs and 62 RBIs. She also stole
30 bases in 33 attempts and held a fielding percentage of .953.
During both her junior and senior
years, Rock was named Academic
All-CCIW and was the recipient of
Millikin’s Jack Swartz award for the
highest grade point average achieved
by a female athlete. She was named to
the All-CCIW second team for three
years in a row and named to ESPN
magazine’s Academic All-District team
in 2007. As a junior, she received the
CCIW’s Merle Chapman Leadership
Award. Her senior year, Rock was
named most valuable player for the
softball team and received the Lady
Blue award. A secondary math education major, Rock also played two years
of volleyball for the Big Blue.
“Amber hit the books even harder
than she hit the ball,” says newly appointed head coach Debbie Kiick. “She
is an amazing student-athlete who excelled both on the softball diamond and
in the classroom. She was an excellent
role model for her peers, teammates and
classmates, leading both verbally and by
example. Her work ethic in the athletic
10
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Paul Yemm ’06 and Amber Rock ’07 (Photos by Kevin Krows Photography)
arena and in the classroom is second
to none.”
Rock teaches mathematics and
coaches softball and freshman volleyball at Bloomington High School.

P

aul Yemm was named the team’s
most valuable swimmer as a senior
and was a three-time NCAA qualifier in
multiple events. As a senior, he placed
18th in the 200 fly event at the Division III NCAA Championships and also
swam in the 50 free and 100 fly events.
During the 2004-05 season, he earned
honorable mention All-America honors
for his 14th place finish in the 200
fly. As a freshman, he swam the 200
IM, 100 fly and 200 fly at the NCAA
Championships, and set a school record
of 1:52.72 in the 200 fly that still stands
today as both a Millikin and a CCIW
record. He was also a member of the
200 and 400 medley relay teams that set
new Millikin records during the 200405 season.
As a sophomore, Yemm earned
CCIW Swimmer of the Week honors
and was named the CCIW meet’s most
outstanding male swimmer. A fivetime CCIW champion in the fly events,
Yemm swept the 200 fly in each of his
four seasons and his times in his junior
and senior season earned him NCAA

“B” cuts. He was CCIW champion in the
100 fly for the 2003-04 swimming season and finished in the top five in each
of his four years. A member of the 800
free Big Blue relay team for the 200506 season, Yemm swam the first leg of
the race and earned an NCAA “B” cut
in the 200 free, qualifying him for the
NCAA Championships. He also earned
All-CCIW honors in the 200 IM as a
freshman.
“As a swimmer, he provided valuable
leadership as a captain as well as contributing to the team’s local and national
success,” says Charles King, current
head swim coach.
“Athletic success is just the tip of
the iceberg with Paul. He possesses
the knowledge, drive and dedication to
achieve anything his heart desires.”
Yemm graduated from Millikin in December 2006 with a degree in chemistry
with a business emphasis. Even before
he graduated, he was asked to coach the
swim team for the 2006-07 season after
an unexpected vacancy in the head coach
position. Today, he still serves his former
team as assistant swim coach and is also
head coach for the Decatur Swim Club,
where he leads a team of more than 65
swimmers who range in age from 4 to
55. He also spent last summer as head
co-coach for the Sterling Stingrays. ●

PROFILE UPDATE

H

Having spent much of his life at Millikin – first as a student, then as coach, dean
and recruiter – Jack Allen ’49 feels at home during his frequent visits to campus. The Millikin retiree may be found enjoying a performance at Kirkland or a
Big Blue sporting event, or attending on-campus meetings. You may even get a
phone call from him during a phonathon for the Millikin Fund. Millikin is part
of who Jack Allen is, and he, in turn, is part of a legacy he has admired for years.
“I always thought the quality of the staff at Millikin was outstanding,” says
Allen. “The professors at Millikin were very influential in my life.”
He fondly recalls coaching track and football under Athletic Director Ralph
Allan ’37, who was, by coincidence, his high school coach in Virden, Ill. It
always amused him that someone known as “The Bear” could often be found in
the faculty lounge philosophizing with members of the philosophy department.
When he became dean of admission, post-Baby Boomer enrollment was
down, and the department had to change from gatekeeper to recruiter.
“Jack Allen and Jim Kettelkamp ’59 [now retired dean of admission] were
on the cutting edge of admissions and recruiting, ramping up communications
and introducing approaches like direct mail,” says Registrar Walt Wessel ’69.
Allen also initiated outreach to independent American schools located
beyond U.S. borders. His message was not lost on former military “brat” Sheri
Rosenberger DeBose ’76, who was finishing high school near London in 1972
when Allen first began leading recruiting trips to Europe and England.
“I had never heard of Millikin University, much less Decatur,” says DeBose.
“Having lived abroad most of my life, as was true with many military children, I
didn’t get the opportunity to make campus visits to select a college.”
DeBose had planned to attend Fullerton State in California, but when a snag
developed with her planned housing at Fullerton, she wrote to Allen, explaining
her changed circumstances. With his help, Millikin came through with the financial aid DeBose needed, and even sent a “big brother” to meet her in Chicago
and help her through the orientation process.
“I can’t say enough positive things about Jack Allen,” says DeBose, who
now lives in Argenta, Ill. “When things seemed impossible, he made them possible. He is genuinely one of the kindest people I have ever met.”
Allen found joy in his recruiting role, and with his personal touch and savvy
recruiting strategies, enrollment flourished during his 25-year tenure as dean.
Even after his retirement in 1987, Allen continued working in higher education in the United States and abroad, hoping to continue helping people.
“Jack was a true gentleman and a great mentor. He always wanted to assist
you, but never told you how to do your job,” says Wessel, who worked under
Allen for a number of years. “Jack is one of my heroes, and he provided a great
service to Millikin.” Allen’s first international recruit agrees. “In my eyes, Jack
was not only an ambassador for Millikin, but also for Decatur,” DeBose says.
“Jack Allen is one in a million; his generosity and love of the university put him
in a league by himself.”
Today, Allen continues to serve the Big Blue while balancing treasured time
with his family, including his wife, Martha, and seven grandchildren. “I’ve got
no regrets, and no complaints,” he says. “James Millikin would be proud to see
where the university is today, and I am fortunate to be part of Millikin.” ●

Where are they now?

True
Blue
Millikin is the
common thread
spun through the
life of Jack Allen ’49.
by Celeste Huttes ’88

Says one alum: “Jack Allen is
one in a million; his generosity
and love of the university put
him in a league by himself.”
During the 25 years that
Jack Allen ’49 served as
Milllikin’s dean of admission,
enrollment at the university
grew by 20 percent.
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Books
and more
Featuring notable books,
recordings, performances,
exhibits and more by members
of the Millikin community

THE
WRITE
LIFE
Millikin authors
find inspiration
in various ways.

With the exception of “Library
Blogs: A Practical Guide,” which
will be released in summer 2008,
all these releases, as well as
books written by other Millikin
alumni, are displayed in the
alumni collection located in the
alumni and development center
on the Millikin campus. Alumni
who wish to have their books
added to the collection should email Deb Kirchner at dkirchner@
millikin.edu or call her toll free at
1-877-JMU-ALUM
(locally, dial 424-6383).

12
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illikin alumni from all walks of
life have “author” added to their
resumes, and their inspirations are as
diverse as they are. From children’s
literature to how-to books, historical
fiction to family memoirs, here’s a
brief look at four topics that inspired
alumni to write.
The children’s books written by
teacher Jane Croxton ’78 of Riverside,
Calif., were born of her desire to teach
young students more than the three
Rs. “I developed a character education
program and needed good literature to
aid my instruction,” she says.
Her first book, “The Adventures of
Buttons and Bows,” promotes values
like honesty, caring and sharing. She is
now working on her fourth book in the
series and finds far-reaching rewards
in her writing.
“Being an author and seeing my
books published is certainly exciting,
but the real reward is in knowing that
children beyond my reach are being
read literature that emphasizes the
importance of character,” she says.
While “Buttons and Bows” teaches
young children about character,
Nanette Donohue ’95 is teaching her
fellow librarians how to use web logs
to their advantage. She was inspired
to write “Library Blogs: A Practical
Guide” after receiving positive feedback to a presentation she gave as part
of an online course. The book debuts
next summer.
The biggest challenge for Donohue,
technical services manager at Champaign Public Library and a part-time
instructor at the University of Illinois,
has been finding the time to write. “It’s
a little overwhelming, but worthwhile,” she says. “It’s always been a
dream of mine to write a book.”
For two authors with Millikin ties,
inspiration grew from their family
trees.
George Churukian ’54, a retired
professor from Illinois Wesleyan University, felt compelled to document the
life of his father, Giragos, following
his death in 1994. A brief account his
father had written late in life would

become the starting point for his son.
“I used that as my basis and expanded on it using many of the papers my
father had left behind,” says Churukian.
The result is “Never Settle for Second
Best” – a title that borrows his father’s
favorite expression.
The memoir covers his father’s
early years as a young Armenian living
in Anatolia (modern-day Syria) and
includes haunting accounts of genocide
against Armenians in 1909 and in 1915.
After his early struggles, Giragos, a
physician, immigrated to America in
1931, and practiced medicine in Central
Illinois for more than 50 years.
After working on the book for some
12 years, Churukian describes its
completion in one word: “Relief.” With
his father’s life now safely captured and
archived for posterity, Churukian has
begun working on his mother’s story.
“I thought it was important for my
children to know their history,” he says.
“And it helps to answer the question we
all ask – why we are who we are.”
The questions that most inspired the
writings of the late Rev. Dr. Christopher
Garriott ’38 were spiritual in nature.
As his son Max remembers, “My father
was most inspired to write about contemporary issues and challenges facing
Christians of his day – facing death
with courage; the search for meaning
and purpose.” The senior Garriott’s
first manuscript, “Making the Most of
the Time,” won the first-ever Bethany
Press Book Award in the field of general
religion in 1958.
Following his father’s death in 2003,
Garriott carried the torch for “The
Cypriot,” his father’s unpublished
manuscript of historical fiction. The
novel recounts the dawn of Christianity and explores the role of the Biblical
character, Barnabas. “It deserved to be
published,” says Garriott, who undertook the painstaking process of editing
the manuscript.
Bringing to a wider audience the
ideas that engaged his father is a deeply
gratifying experience, says Garriott. “I
am especially happy that others will
now be able to experience this touching
and inspiring story and be enriched by
its message.” ● by Celeste Huttes ’88
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S

Some people prefer the comforts of home. Some may be armchair travelers and
still others love to roam. And then there are those like Stephen Fiol, a crosscultural connoisseur, utterly at ease stepping between international worlds.
It started early. Fiol was born in St. Louis during World War II as his
family was en route back to their adopted homeland of India. After months of
delays navigating post-war Europe, the Fiols arrived in Bombay the day before
his first birthday.
While his parents worked as Presbyterian missionaries, Fiol spent his
youth some 7,000 feet high in the Himalayas at Woodstock boarding school.
There, he became a avid mountain climber and discovered an interest in natural
history and the arts. Music, in particular, spoke to him, and brought to the
surface a singing voice that would carry Fiol throughout his career.
With 14 different nationalities represented in his high school class, and
schoolmates like the crown prince of Nepal, Fiol became a multicultural maven
early in life.
“Woodstock taught me the value of understanding other perspectives,”
says Fiol – a trait that serves him well these days as Millikin’s director of international education.
His first real taste of cultural discomfort came when he arrived in the
United States to attend Bethel College, feeling very much the foreigner. “Coming to the States was my first real international experience,” he says. “I felt I
had nothing to say in college because I had no common experience with my
classmates.”
He had a lot to sing about, though.
“I had an ‘Aha’ moment when I realized I could major in the arts,” he
says. It was a rebellious move for the son of missionaries, following on the
heels of three older brothers who chose the ministry.
Not to be swayed, the happy music major worked his way
through school and performed frequently. In 1967, Fiol was
drafted into the infantry, ending his plans to accept a free
residency at the San Francisco Opera. Though he was slated to
depart for war-torn Vietnam, fate stepped in to keep him in New York, where
he trained to be a chaplain’s assistant and eventually became director of the
U.S. Army Chaplain School Choir.
After the war, Fiol returned to college, where he met his wife, a fellow
student who was also the child of missionaries. After graduation, Fiol and
his new wife spent more than a year in her homeland of Paraguay, building a
retirement home for her parents and helping a community of lepers manage a
cattle ranch. The exotic experience included a rustic shack in the rain forest, a
milk cow named “Molly,” and a neighboring Amish family that believed the
Bible forbade laughing, though Fiol occasionally coaxed a smile or two from
the children.
In addition to caring for his wife’s adopted brother and sister, Fiol’s own
family grew in Paraguay. “It was a great adventure,” says Fiol. “My oldest
daughter was born there in that shack.”
Following their return to the States, Fiol continued performing in opera

Fiol sings
a traveler’s
song
Long-time administrator
uses his world savvy to
help students travel the globe.

continued next page
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Fiol’s job search would land him at Millikin in 1976 in a
dual role as voice teacher and director of opera. Drawn by the
university’s strong opera program, Fiol was also impressed
by its newly approved musical theatre degree – the first in the
Midwest.
“It was a great beginning. We attracted the best because
we were the only one,” says Fiol. “Today, it’s hard to find a
Broadway musical without a Millikin graduate in it.”
Fiol, too, continued to perform at venues throughout the
Midwest, and these days, is increasingly drawn to directing
opera and musical theatre, most recently “The Scarecrow” at
the University of Illinois.
His 30-year career at Millikin would bring more than a
few unexpected twists up the administrative ladder. Over time,
the teacher would become director of the School of Music,
dean of the College of Fine Arts, director of Millikin’s summer school and immersion programs, and vice president of
academic affairs.
“I got caught in ‘administrative creep,’” he says. “It’s never been a goal of mine, but I view administration as a service. I
love education, and I love the students.”
His most recent appointment, as director of the center
for international education, brings the administrator and the
wanderlust together in a way that is stretching Millikin’s geographic boundaries and students’ comfort zones.

14
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“I tell parents to kick their kids
out of the house and make
them go. Expand your comfort
“I have a passion about travel, and I believe it’s the one
thing in a student’s university experience that is guaranteed
to have an impact,” says Fiol. “International education will
change the way one views one’s life in significant ways.”
He credits Millikin President Doug Zemke ’66 and Dr.
Jamie Comstock, vice president for academic affairs, for a
shared vision that he believes will prepare students for success
in a global economy.
“Business is no longer localized,” says Fiol. “Many professions are now international in scope and impact.”
Though learning opportunities will continue to be offered
around the globe, Millikin leaders recently made a strategic
decision to place a major focus on the China Diaspora and
Latin America.
“These are the areas we believe will present major opportunities and have the most impact on the United States in the
future,” says Fiol.
True to his roots, Fiol hopes to incorporate an element of
service into future international programs.
“You have to be involved in another culture in a direct
way; otherwise, it’s too easy to simply be an intellectual tourist,” he says. “Nothing can engage you like an eyeball-to-eyeball
cultural experience.”
When it comes to travel, Fiol is fearless.
“There’s nothing that scares me,” he says.
“I tell parents to kick their kids out
of the house and make
them go. Expand your
comfort zone.” ●

Cover story
Are you a young
alum? Millikin’s definition of a young alum
is a person who graduated within the last
decade or completed
at least 12 credits

Searching
for meaning

What do recent graduates want out of life? What can Millikin do to help?
They leave Millikin clutching their diplomas, excited and nervous – excited about the prospects ahead and nervous that
life may not work out quite the way they hope it will.
They are Millikin’s young alumni, and after their search
for a Millikin education ends, they turn their attention to a
larger issue: A meaningful life.
All alumni, and especially young alumni, are searching
for ways to fulfill the promise of their Millikin education by
living the three bullet points of the Millikin mission statement: professional success, democratic citizenship in a global
environment and a personal life of meaning and value. The
university can still play an important role in helping young
alums reach these goals for a balanced life, in part by helping
them stay connected with Millikin and with each other.
Professional success
In recent years, Millikin’s placement rate for new alumni
either entering the workforce or graduate school within six
months of graduation has hovered above 95 percent, and it
reached a new high of 100 percent when 2006 graduates
were surveyed about their outcomes after Millikin. Many attribute their success not only to the preparation they received
as students, but to the support they received after earning

their degrees.
Millikin professors and administrators often fill the role of
mentor to young alumni, providing references for a job search
or a graduate school, and offering advice to help the graduate
achieve success in the workplace or new academic setting.
Local alumni have been known to return to the university
to take a class or two to polish their skills or continue their
lifelong love of learning, and some have returned to the classroom to complete graduate degrees through Millikin’s master’s
degree programs in business administration and most recently,
nursing.
In addition, the university’s Career Center offers several
services during regular office hours that are free to Millikin
alumni, including mock interviews, career assessments, workshops and special presentations, online career tools, career
fairs and résumé writing assistance.
Democratic citizenship in a global environment
Beyond the classroom, alumni can still turn to Millikin to find
ways of understanding and taking their place as citizens in
today’s shrinking world. Through Millikin, they can study other
cultures as members of learning adventures, such as an alumni
and friends trip to Argentina next May led by Eduardo Cabrera,

continued next page

Let’s get together

Amy Bearden ’06, Molly Pufall ’05, Josh
Rutkowski ’03 and Chris Strong ’06 gather
for a quick photo at a young alumni bags
tournament held during fall’s homecoming.

Although social events and travel opportunities aren’t the only ways that young alumni
can stay connected to their alma mater and
each other (see above), they are important
to this age group. Many seem to have more
free time for such activities before their
responsibilities intensify, including those
that come with starting families.
Bearing that in mind, the alumni office is
planning several upcoming activities either
targeted specifically to young alumni, or
ones where they are welcome to enjoy
the networking and fellowship found in a
mix of all ages. A young alumni task force
has been helping to come up with ideas,

and your input is welcome. Here are just a
few of the events already scheduled or being
discussed:
Quarterly “NetBlue” social networking events
in the Chicago area; next one in February
Mini-golf outings in Springfield, Ill.,
and Nashville, Tenn., in summer 2008
A bike trip down the Danube in July 2008
The second annual young alumni bags
tournament at Homecoming 2008
A cruise in the Caribbean in January 2009
A family hayride (to be determined)
events organized around alumni
performances (to be determined)
Want to help plan and/or host an upcoming
15
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Q & A with the alumni office’s new ADYAR
What appealed to you about this job?
I’ve always enjoyed working with people and
when I worked at a retail job in high school,
I especially enjoyed coming up with answers
to situations in ways that would benefit
customers. One key difference at Millikin is
that I have the opportunity to “sell” much
more than some T-shirts or a fancy watch; I

YA: Get connected.
Check out the Millikin
University Alumni
page on facebook.
com.
Thanks to Izzy Neis
’01 for getting it

have an opportunity to interpret MU to a wide
Giving a thumbs up to the beginning of new
services and programs for young alums: Dan
Stuby ’07, the new associate director of young
alumni relations, with his boss and mentor, Jan
Devore, director of alumni relations

audience of past, present and future students

This recent Millikin grad loves acronyms,

ence for my alma mater. Well, that ... and

such as shortening his job title to ADYAR,

Jan Devore. In my mind, Jan is to Millikin as

short for associate director of young alumni

apple pie is to America.

relations. He and his new boss are so much
in sync in personality and work style that
they’ve been nicknamed the “Jan and Dan
show” by members of MilliSTAT, the student
alumni ambassadors group for which Dan
is adviser.
He’s Dan Stuby ’07, a music business
graduate who is charged with developing
programs and services for alumni who have
graduated within the last decade, including
establishing a volunteer admission program
to help recruit prospective students. This
new position at the university is designed to
help young alums stay connected with their
alma mater after they leave Millikin.
A recent question and answer session
with Stuby gave him a chance to elaborate
on his feelings about his new role.

and let them know what we’re all about. That
was a huge draw in my decision to apply for
this job: knowing that I could make a differ-

What’s it like making the
transition from Millikin student
to Millikin employee?
Professors on campus wonder why I’m still
around. I can see the wheels turning in their
heads, “What’s he doing here? Didn’t he
graduate?”
I’ve noticed that I have the same feelings when I’m on campus now as I did as
a student, but for different reasons. Six
months ago, I would have been walking into
a final exam or performing in a recital. Now
I’m walking into a meeting with university
administration. Same feelings of excitement,
different reasons. It’s interesting how one’s
perspective changes.
Anything else you’d like to mention?

What are your hopes, dreams

Young alums should turn to me because,

and aspirations for your position?

quite honestly, I’m kind of a big deal. I have

Basically, I hope to find new and excit-

many leather-bound books.

ing ways to engage our young alumni in

Seriously, I believe in the idea of an insti-

Millikin. This may be as simple as altering

tution that marries theory and practice. It’s

a few minor details related to an existing

one of the reasons I ended up at Millikin, and

event, or as complex as piloting a volunteer

it’s certainly the reason I’m still here. Even

admission program so alumni can serve

though I wasn’t at the top of my class, the

as Millikin ambassadors to interested high

whole of my experiences in classes, musical

school students. Sometimes, it’s as simple

ensembles, student-run businesses, intern-

as finding a location, sending out some

ships, fraternities, etc. (for a complete listing,

invites and showing up, as was the case in

dial 877-JMU-ALUM), helped me understand

St. Louis a few weeks ago. This was prob-

who I was and where I was going. I’m thank-

ably one of the simplest events I will ever

ful to Millikin for providing me with the intel-

plan and about 40 people came and had a

lectual capital to be successful. I take pride

great time. Other times, things are more

in helping young alumni find ways to stay

complex. We hope to discover (working

connected to this institution, so that together

closely with Jan and alumni, of course) why

we can help ensure that the students who

some events don’t work and find solutions

come after us have similar or even better

that will benefit our young alums.
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experiences than we did. It sounds cheesy,
but that’s the truth.

The relationships strengthened during and
after Millikin are vital to young alumni.
Above at the annual Howard Nyberg event,
held this fall in Naperville, Ill., are 2004
graduates Chip Ault, his wife, Chrissy Hulse
Ault, and Lindsey Kasha.

continued from previous page
A personal life of
meaning and value
Today, perhaps more than any generation in decades, young alumni want
fulfillment and meaning in their lives. A
recent informal survey of several young
alumni showed that many of them are
interested in opportunities where they
can volunteer their time to make a
difference. Some mentioned assisting
causes such as Habitat for Humanity or
improving the community where they
live, and several liked the prospect of
helping future Millikin students. As one
2000 graduate said: “I would be very interested in working with current Millikin
students – giving career or graduate
school advice, doing presentations or
workshops in my field of study, sharing
information about the workplace.”
Currently, plans are being formed to
pilot a new volunteer admission program
in 2008 that will allow qualified alumni
to work with high school students who
have expressed interest in attending
Millikin. Led by Dan Stuby ’07, associate director of young alumni relations
(see related article at left), the program
would especially benefit from the participation of young alumni, who can speak
from recent experience and knowledge
about the quality and value of a Millikin
education.

W

Although some schools may boast about
the number of licensed teachers they
produce, Millikin’s education department instead takes pride in the caliber
of its future teachers. “We may not
have the quantity of larger schools, but
we have the quality,” says Dr. Nancy
Gaylen, department director.
“Journey to excellence,” in fact, is
the mission that guides the department
as it reaches out to future generations of
teachers and students.
“Teaching is a calling,” Gaylen says.
“It’s a serious commitment and you
have to really want to do it.”
It is a calling heard by both traditional students and a growing number of
nontraditional adult learners seeking to
make a difference in young lives.
“We service both populations, and
our population of adult learners through
our PACE program is now growing
more rapidly than our traditional day
students,” Gaylen says. Elementary education is the most popular major among
traditional students, followed closely by
two perennially popular choices: music
education and physical education.
Gaylen believes the department’s
“wonderful retention rate” is due in part
to the cohort model used for both traditional and PACE students, which tries

Department profile
to keep the same groups of students
together in each of their classes. “Our
students are looking at theories and
then practicing what they’ve learned,
together, throughout their college experience,” she says.
Putting theory into practice is a
strong underlying philosophy in the
School of Education. For example, beginning their sophomore year, education
students spend a considerable amount
of time working in local schools, where
they learn to collaborate with teachers
while creating communities of learners.
A unique feature of Millikin’s approach is that professors also spend
a significant amount of time observing student teachers on site, offering
immediate feedback and support. And
opportunities to put theory into practice
are available globally, with immersion
programs in far-flung destinations such
as the Dominican Republic, China and
Taiwan.
Gaylen hopes these future teachers
find a passion for developing successful students – the same passion that she
sees exhibited daily by her department’s
faculty members.
“We’re teachers – we’ll never leave
any kid behind,” says Gaylen. “We
don’t give up very easily.”

Teaching
tomorrow’s
teachers
The School of Education
Full-time faculty and staff (year joined MU)
Dr. Nancy Gaylen, director (2002)
Dr. Ray Boehmer (1998)
Dr. Darlene Hoffman (1977)
Dr. Christie Hill Ferguson ’96 (2007)
Becky Creager Massey ’85,
certification officer (2001)
Dr. Jean Mendoza (2005)
Connie Newtson,
field placement coordinator (2003)
Ngozi Onuora (2002)
Dr. Georgette Page (2007)
Dr. Paula Weiss Stickles ’94 (2006)
Starla Street, secretary (2003)
David Vilmin (2007)
Felicity Williams (2007)
Marilyn Yokel (2005)
Emeriti professors
Jerald Hunt (1969-2001)
Richard Ferry ’49 (1961-2002)
William Lewis (1967-1991)

Alums enjoy journey from student to employee

From left: Paula Weiss Stickles ’94,
Nancy Gaylen, director of the School of
Education, Rebecca Creager Massey ’85
and Christie Hill Ferguson ’96

Some Millikin graduates one day find
themselves collecting a paycheck
from the Big Blue – an experience
that is both surreal and satisfying, say
three alumni working in the School of
Education.
“When I’m standing in front of the
class teaching, I can still see myself
sitting there as a student,” says Dr.
Christie Hill Ferguson ’96. “It’s surreal,
but it’s a wonderful feeling.”
Surreal moments also arise when
former professors suddenly become
coworkers. “It’s sometimes strange,
but mostly fun,” says Dr. Paula Weiss
Stickles ’94.
“I enjoy hearing my students discuss
faculty members and things they are
doing in their classes and remembering
when I sat in those same classes and
had similar experiences.”
Millikin’s cozy size helped draw

these alumni back.
“Because of my experiences as a
student at Millikin, my goal was to
work at a small liberal arts college,”
says Stickles. “I wanted to be part of
an atmosphere where I could directly
impact students.”
Rebecca Creager Massey ’85 also
points to Millikin’s size as a plus:
“Small class sizes, student interaction,
strong advising, off-campus internship
opportunities in my field, accessible
and engaged professors – all of
these combined to create an amazing
educational experience.”
From the other side of the desk as
certification officer, Massey sees the

continued on page 34
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Homecoming
Oct. 5-7, 2007
Some came to celebrate, some came to
remember and some came to be honored,
including the alumni on the next few pages.

IF THEY COULD
SEE ME NOW
2007 Alumnus of the Year

Jeffrey S. Black

During his acceptance speech,
Jeff Black noted that he had
missed an ideal opportunity; saying he would have received some
good odds if he had bet the professors and administrators in his
student days that he would one
day be named Millikin’s Alumnus
of the Year.
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Jeffrey S. Black of Decatur, a 1975 Millikin graduate, is the 2007 Alumnus of the
Year. Black is president of Black & Co., a family-owned business started by his
grandfather that is a wholesaler of industrial supplies.
Through the years, Black has demonstrated a strong commitment of service
and financial support to his alma mater. He served on Millikin’s board of trustees
for nine years before being named trustee emeritus in 2006. As a Millikin board
member, he was chair of the budget and finance committee for two years and was
a member and co-chair of the steering committee for “Millikin’s Second Century:
Advancing the Vision” capital campaign, a role that included serving as a leader in
soliciting financial support of Millikin from his fellow trustees. He also served as
a fundraising class agent and was national chairman for the Millikin Fund in 2005
and 2006.
Black has been generous and consistent in his financial support of Millikin,
including gifts to both the Millikin Fund in support of the annual operating budget
of the university, and the university’s capital campaigns. He also supports the Black
Family Scholarship, which provides a scholarship award to a deserving transfer
student from Richland Community College, with preference given to an AfricanAmerican student. In addition, Black named four seats in the newly renovated
Albert Taylor Theatre and has made several memorial gifts to the university. As
president of Black & Co., he has been instrumental in his company’s financial and
gift-in-kind support of the university through the years.
Black is active in numerous community organizations. He has twice served
as board chairman for the board of directors of Partners in Education and was the
organization’s 2001 honoree. He also has served on the board and as chair for
the Metro. Decatur Chamber of Commerce (now known as the Greater Decatur
Chamber of Commerce) and was an original board member for Project Success
of Decatur and Macon County, a school-based program that works to help children succeed in school. In addition, he has been a board member for the Decatur
Memorial Hospital Foundation, Illinois Retail Merchants Association, Decatur
Parks Foundation, Decatur Schools Foundation, Robertson Charter School, SCB
Bancorp and Soy Capital Bank and Trust Co. He is involved in the Illini Chapter of
the Young Presidents’ Organization and has served as its education chairman. He
is also a member of the World Presidents Organization and the Chief Executives
Organization.
Black earned a bachelor’s degree in marketing at Millikin where he was a member of Delta Sigma Phi social fraternity. By attending the university, Jeff followed
in the footsteps of his mother, the late “Bobby” Edwards Black ’51; and his father,
the late Stu Black ’50. He and his wife, Cindy, live in Decatur. They have three

Jack ’59 and Barbara
Witzeman McCoy ’60

William McGaughey

children: sons Benjamin and Tom, and
daughter Brady.

2007 Alumni Loyalty Award
John Eugene “Jack” McCoy ’59
and Barbara Ann Witzeman McCoy
’60 of Decatur are co-recipients of an
Alumni Loyalty Award in recognition of
their faithful service to the university as
well as their long history of community
service.
Jack recently completed a three-year
term on Millikin’s alumni board, where
he was an active member and served
as both first and second vice president.
Jack is a frequent and dedicated phonathon caller for the Millikin Fund, and
Barbara has served as class agent for
her class for the past two years. In addition to demonstrating their generous
and consistent support of the university
through gifts to the Millikin Fund, two
capital campaigns, the SAE Endowment for Excellence and other causes,
Jack and Barbara endowed the Everett
Burk Witzeman Scholarship in memory
of Barbara’s father. The McCoys are
enthusiastic supporters of Big Blue athletics as members of the Big Blue Club,
Millikin’s athletic booster organization,
and Jack was a member of the Quarterback Club. Both Barbara and Jack are
members of the Millikin Associates.
The McCoys also are involved within
the Decatur community and have made
area youth a special focus of their
volunteer and philanthropic efforts.
For more than 30 years, Jack has been
instrumental in coordinating Northwest
baseball and softball summer leagues,
a program that has positively impacted
the lives of hundreds of Decatur-area

Joe Browning ’71

children. The couple established three
scholarships at St. Teresa High School
and support Richland Community College, including through their establishment of the Elfreda Virginia Jacobson
Witzeman Scholarship at the college.
Jack was a faithful navigator of the
Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree
Assembly 0211 for the 2004-05 term;
Barbara has served as secretary of the
Ladies Auxiliary of Decatur Council
577 since 2004 and will be vice president for the 2007-08 term. The McCoys
have been active members of Our Lady
of Lourdes Church in Decatur since
1957.
In addition, Jack has served as
president of the Early Bird Kiwanis,
scoutmaster and cubmaster for several
Boy and Cub Scout troops, and as a
member of the foundation board for St.
Teresa High School. He is also a past
president of the Midstate Pharmacist
Association and the Illinois Delta SAE
alumni association and has received a
Masonic Community Award. Barbara
was an active member of the PTAs for
several local schools and is a member
of the Retired Teachers Associations of
Illinois, Decatur and Eisenhower High
School.
Jack earned a bachelor’s degree in
business administration from Millikin
and a bachelor’s degree in pharmacy
from Purdue University, where the couple has also established a scholarship.
While at Millikin, he was a member
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity and
participated in track and cross country.
Barbara earned a bachelor’s degree in
Spanish from Millikin, where she was
a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority. She

William Hopper ’63

Loyalty Award Recipient William
McGaughey ’43 gave the audience at the awards dinner some
pointers on how to be a loyal
alumnus and led them in a rousing rendition of the Millikin cheer,
“Alla Rah!” “There are many,
many others who deserve this
[award],” he said, adding with a
grin, “I outlived them.”
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Homecoming

Steven Hurst ’70

Two award receipients were unable to receive their Merit Awards
during the Homecoming ceremony, but instead accepted their
awards on other occasions. Steve
Hurst ’70, who is currently serving as AP Bureau Chief in Baghdad, received his award while in
Decatur for a three-week leave in
September. Col. Thomas Rotondi
’74 accepted his award while
guest conducting the Millikin
Symphonic Band in “An American
Salute” concert at Kirkland Fine

John McClarey ’59

Thomas Rotondi ’74

ebrated their 46th anniversary last June.
Today, Jack is a pharmacist at
Walgreen’s in Decatur; he previously
had worked for Raycraft Drug Store.
Barbara retired from teaching Spanish
at Eisenhower High School in 2001, but
has been teaching Spanish at Decatur’s
MacArthur High School since that year
for a career total of 42 years of teaching to date. They have four children:
sons John and Michael, and daughters
Cathy and Kimberly. Millikin relatives
in their family include Barbara’s cousin,
Jim Witzeman ’55; his wife, Pat Soelle
Witzeman ’57; and Barbara’s late father,
Everett Burk Witzeman ’27.
William Ray McGaughey Jr. ’43
of Decatur is recipient of an Alumni
Loyalty Award in recognition of his
extraordinary faithful service to his
alma mater.
McGaughey has served Millikin in
several roles, following in the footsteps
of his father, the late William Ray McGaughey Sr., class of 1906. The senior
McGaughey served on Millikin’s board
of managers from 1916 to 1953 and was
posthumously named a charter member
of the Millikin Medallion Society in
2001.
McGaughey has served as board
member and treasurer of the Millikin
Homestead for more than 13 years
and is responsible for coordinating the
facility’s gardening and landscaping. A
current member of the Millikin Associates, McGaughey served on the alumni
board for three years and has been a
Homecoming class reunion chair on
numerous occasions, most recently in
2003. He is a loyal phonathon caller and
a past member of the Big Blue Club. He
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has supported several Millikin scholarships and an endowment in his father’s
name.
In addition to his dedication to Millikin, McGaughey is actively involved
in serving the Decatur community.
An 11-year member of the Decatur
Garden Club, he serves on the club’s
civil projects committee, which is in
charge of gardens at various locations
in the Decatur area. McGaughey built
the club’s Scovill Park storage room
and takes care of the club’s property.
He also coordinates the volunteers who
maintain the grounds of Scovill Park
gazebo and zoo.
McGaughey was named 1996 volunteer of the year by the James Millikin
Homestead and received the Decatur
Noon Rotary Club “Service above Self”
award in 2002, the first non-Rotarian
to be so honored. McGaughey also
received an award from the City of
Decatur’s Historical and Architectural
Sites Commission in recognition of his
landscaping at the Millikin Homestead.
McGaughey earned a bachelor’s
degree in business administration from
Millikin. While at Millikin, he was a
member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, concert band and the track team.
He is a World War II Navy veteran,
serving in both Europe and the Pacific.
Before retiring, he was a self-employed
contractor and developer in Mt. Zion,
Ill., and previously worked for the
Purity Baking Co., McElroy Construction Co. and Osgood & Sons garment
factory. Bill and his late wife, Isabelle
Osgood McGaughey ’45, had three
sons, Douglas, James and Scott, and
one daughter, Ann McGaughey Loofbourrow ’79.

2007 Alumni
Merit-Loyalty Award
Joe Browning ’71 of Canton, Ga., is
recipient of a Merit-Loyalty Award, recognizing his achievements in business
and community service as well as his
unceasing support of his the university.
Browning is managing partner of
Kozo Development Group LLC, a real
estate development company in Alpharetta, Ga., after retiring as domestic
real estate manager for United Parcel
Service in 2003. He had joined United
Parcel soon after graduating from Millikin and worked there for more than 30
years, holding numerous management
positions in industrial engineering,
operations and real estate on the local,
district, regional and corporate levels.
During his time with UPS, Browning
helped lay the foundation for the company to do business in Japan.
Browning also has been active in his
community. He is a trustee for Birmingham United Methodist Church in
Milton, Ga., and from 1999 until 2006
he served as board president for The
Cottage School in Roswell, Ga. In 1990,
while serving as UPS regional chairman
for the United Way campaign, he helped
raise more than $2.25 million. He also
has served on local government committees in several communities and was
2006 city champion in men’s doubles
for the Atlanta Lawn Tennis Association. He also has been a member of the
Institute for Corporate Real Estate, the
Commercial Investment Real Estate
Council and the American Institute of
Industrial Engineering.
Browning served on the Millikin
board of trustees from 1996-2006 and
was named trustee emeritus upon his
retirement from the board. As trustee, he
served as chairman of the facilities committee; he also was a member of two
steering committees for the “Advancing
the Vision” capital campaign as well as
the presidential search committee that
selected Millikin President Doug Zemke
’66. He has been a consistent and
generous donor to the university and
is a member of the Millikin University
Investors Society. He also volunteered
his time to serve as Millikin’s representative to the inaugurations of university
presidents at other colleges. In addition,

he and his wife, Carol, have hosted
numerous Atlanta-area Millikin events
for alumni and friends of the university.
Browning earned a bachelor’s degree
in industrial engineering from Millikin. He served as vice president for
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity and
was a member of Alpha Kappa Psi
while a student. He and Carol have
four children between them: daughters
Stephanie, Mari Anne and Susie, and
son Brad. Browning’s father, the late
L. Clyde Browning, worked at Millikin
from 1959-77, teaching geography and
education and serving as director of the
evening school. His sister, Lois Browning Feider is a 1968 alumna.
William Hopper ’63 is recipient of a
Merit-Loyalty Award for his achievements in business and his consistent and
generous support of his alma mater.
Hopper retired as CEO of First Trust
& Savings Bank of Taylorville and was
also a director for FirstBank of Illinois and co-owner of Mid-Continental
Companies and its Landmark automobile dealerships. He had also previously
worked in sales management for the
Hopper Paper Division of Georgia Pacific Co. Today, he serves as president
of the Bertrand C. Hopper Memorial
Foundation, which received the 2007
James Millikin award in early October
recognizing the institution’s outstanding financial support of the university.
It is the highest award that non-alumni
friends of the university can receive.
Hopper has been a member of the development advisory council at Southern
Illinois University School of Medicine,
the Eastern Illinois University business
advisory board, the steering committee
that raised funds for the Taylorville Senior Citizens board. He has also served
on the boards and been past president
for Taylorville Country Club, Kemmerer Village, the Abraham Lincoln
Council of the Boy Scouts of America,
Taylorville Chamber of Commerce,
United Fund of Taylorville and Christian County Economic Development
Corp. He currently is associate director
for the Wisconsin State Golf Association and serves on its foundation’s board
of directors. He also has done fundraising for University of Illinois athletics,

including involvement with the Fighting
Illini scholarship program. A retired
member of the Young Presidents Organization, he is a member of the Chief
Executive Organization. He was named
Taylorville Citizen of the Year in 1988.
Hopper served as a Millikin trustee
from 1995-2005, serving on the development and nominating committees,
among others. Upon his retirement
from the board, he was named trustee
emeritus. He was a second-generation
member of the board, following his late
father, Bertrand Hopper, who served
as a Millikin trustee from 1969-82. In
addition to generous support of both the
Millikin Fund and the “Advancing the
Vision” capital campaign, Hopper and
his wife, Marilyn, have hosted several
alumni and friends gatherings in Arizona.
Hopper earned a bachelor’s degree
in business administration from Millikin. He and Marilyn have two children; a daughter, Stephanie, and a son,
Randall. Stephanie and her husband,
Wade Denby, have a son, Alex, and two
daughters, Chandler and Parker. Randall
and his wife, Alysia, have a son, Christopher, and a daughter, Isabella. Bill
and Marilyn divide their time between
Taylorville, Ill., Scottsdale, Ariz., and
Woodruff, Wis.

2007 Alumni Merit Award
Steven Robert Hurst ’70, originally
of Decatur and currently bureau chief
for The Associated Press in Baghdad,
is the recipient of a Merit Award for an
outstanding career in journalism.
Hurst began his career in 1973 as city
editor for the Decatur Herald newspaper
followed by three years as a correspondent for the AP in Columbus, Ohio.
Next he worked in Washington and
on the international desk in New York
before transferring to the AP’s Moscow
bureau, where he covered Leonid Brezhnev and the exile of Nobel Laureate
Andrei Sakharov. Later, as the NBC’s
Moscow bureau chief, Hurst covered
the end of Brezhnev’s rule. As CNN
Moscow bureau chief and television
correspondent, Hurst covered the rule
of Mikhail Gorbachev, the last Soviet
Union leader, as well as the demise of
the Soviet Union; he also reported live
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at the fall of the Berlin Wall. In all,
Hurst spent more than 12 years in Moscow before being named CNN’s state
department correspondent, where he
covered U.S. foreign affairs, including
extensive travel with former secretaries
of state Warren Christopher and Madeleine Albright. From 2000 to 2006, he
served as assistant international editor
for the AP in New York.
Hurst has received several awards
for his excellence in journalism. He
was awarded an Emmy and a Cable Ace
Award for his reporting on the Tiananmen Square uprising. For his China
coverage, Hurst received a Peabody and
DuPont-Columbia Award. His reporting
of the Soviet coup merited him a second
Peabody and Cable Ace Award as well
as an Overseas Press Club Award. After
covering the Russian Parliament uprising, he was awarded his second Overseas Press Club Award and a Columbia
University DuPont Silver Baton. Hurst
also was awarded the Defender of Free
Russia Medal, which recognizes deeds
in support of democracy during the
1991 overthrow of the Russian government; only two of the medals have been
awarded to non-Russians.
Hurst’s service to Millikin is extensive. He has taught journalism at the
university and was a 1995 commencement speaker the year his daughter,
Sally, graduated. In 1996, he spoke on
campus as a part of Millikin’s global issues programming on Russia and Eastern Europe. He also delivered the T.W.
Samuels lecture in 1999. Hurst received
the Young Alumnus Award in 1982
and in 2004, as part of the university’s
centennial celebration, he was inducted
into the Millikin Medallion Society,
honoring him as one of 200 individuals who had had the most impact on the
university during its first 100 years.
Hurst earned a bachelor’s degree in
philosophy from Millikin and a master’s
degree in journalism from the University of Missouri in 1973. As a Millikin
student, he was a member of Delta
Sigma Phi fraternity. He is married to
Kathryn Lynn Beaman Hurst ’70. They
have three grown daughters: Anne, Ellen and Sarah Jane “Sally” Hurst ’95.
John Woods McClarey ’59 of Decatur
is recipient of a Merit Award for his
distinguished career as a sculptor.
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Although McClarey is now known
internationally for his sculptures of
Abraham Lincoln, he didn’t make
sculpting his full-time career until
1996. He first spent 26 years as a history teacher, 21 of those years at Cerro
Gordo High School in Cerro Gordo,
Ill. After retiring in 1985, he became a
grant manager for the Illinois Department of Commerce and Community
Affairs (DCCA) and by 1993, he was
an anti-poverty program planner for
DCCA. But in 1996, he turned his
sculpting hobby into a full-time career
that has received international acclaim.
McClarey has completed numerous
bronze sculptures of Lincoln found
in museums, cities and collections
throughout the United States, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York and the Library of Congress in Washington D.C., as well as in
several foreign countries. Most recently,
“A Greater Task,” a nine-foot statue
of Lincoln bracing himself against the
wind, was dedicated in 2006 at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum
in Springfield, Ill. One of his most
prized commissions was a sculptured
bust of Lincoln for the Russian State
Library for Foreign Literature in Moscow, which he presented in person to
the library in 1998, acting as a “Lincoln ambassador” for the U.S. State
Department. McClarey also created the
National Abraham Lincoln Agricultural Award, 10 copies of which were
presented this year and 10 more will be
presented in 2009 at the Farm Progress
show in Decatur. The award recognizes
those who have made major contributions to agribusiness.
McClarey received the 2005 Richard
Nelson Current Award of Achievement from the Lincoln Forum, the first
visual historian to receive the Forum’s
highest honor, and his “Freedom River”
statuette is given to recipients of the
Current award each year. He was named
distinguished guest lecturer at the Lincoln Land College Foundation Educational Seminar in 2002 and is a frequent
presenter at schools, colleges and other
forums. His works have appeared in
several books and journals about Lincoln, and he has appeared on PBS and
in numerous film documentaries about
the 16th president. Among his major
non-Lincoln commissions were busts of

James Millikin, university founder, and
Albert Taylor, its first president, as part
of the Millikin’s centennial celebration.
Both busts were unveiled in 2000 and
can be viewed on the second floor of
Shilling Hall on campus.
McClarey earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology from Millikin and a
master’s degree in history from Illinois
State University. He was inducted into
the Cerro Gordo Teacher Hall of Fame
in 2000 and in 2007 was named a member of the 2008 Illinois State University
College of Arts & Sciences Hall of
Fame. He and his wife, Carole Ann Noland McClarey ’71, have four children:
daughters Eileen and Kathleen, and
sons Phillip and Stephen. Other Millikin
relatives include his grandson, Ryan
McClarey ’05, and granddaughter, Brittany McClarey ’10.
Col. Thomas Rotondi Jr. ’74 of Fort
Myer, Va., is recipient of a Merit Award,
recognizing his distinguished career as a
military band conductor.
Since 2005, Rotondi has been leader
and commander of the U.S. Army Band,
“Pershing’s Own,” the Army’s top music position. Rotondi has served in the
armed forces for 30 years in a variety of
positions, starting as a trumpet player in
the Fifth Infantry Division Band. Prior
to his current position, he was commander and conductor of the U.S. Military Academy Band at West Point, N.Y.,
the Training and Doctrine Command
Band in Fort Monroe, Va., and the U.S.
Army European Band in Heidelberg,
Germany. “Pershing’s Own” records
and tours internationally and performs
at the White House for the president and
heads of state.
Rotondi has earned several military
decorations during his career, including the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal with five Oak Leaf
Clusters, the Army Commendation
Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters and
the Army Achievement Medal with one
Oak Leaf Cluster.
He was inducted into the American
Bandmasters Association in 2004,
the highest honor given to an American band conductor and awarded for
outstanding achievement in the field of
concert bands. In October 2004, he was
the first military band officer to conduct China’s People’s Liberation Army

Band. Recently, he conducted the U.S.
Army Band to welcome Queen Elizabeth II on her visit to the United States
and also led the band’s performance at
the state funeral of former President
Gerald Ford. He has studied with John
Giordano, conductor emeritus of the
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra, and
Eiji Oue, music director of the Barcelona Symphony Orchestra, and twice
attended the conductor’s seminar at the
Tanglewood Music Center.
In October, Rotondi was guest conductor of the Millikin Symphonic Band
for “An American Salute,” a concert at
Kirkland Fine Arts Center. On April 10,
Rotondi will bring “Pershing’s Own”
to campus for a free performance at
Kirkland Fine Arts Center.
Rotondi completed a bachelor’s
degree in instrumental music education
at Millikin and earned a master’s degree
in business administration from Golden
Gate University. While at Millikin, he
was a member and president of Phi Mu
Alpha professional music fraternity,
Pi Kappa Lambda honorary music
fraternity, concert band, marching band,
jazz lab band and symphonic wind
ensemble. This August, he and several
other former band members attended
an alumni reunion held on campus in
memory of his mentor, the late Professor Roger Schueler, longtime director of
the jazz band.
Rotondi has been a member of the
Federation of Musicians, College Band
Directors National Conference and the
Appalachian Trail Conference. He and
his wife, Karen Rumgay Rotondi, also
’74, have one son, William.

2007 Young Alumnus
Amy Hagen ’94 of Taylorville, Ill., is
recipient of the Young Alumnus Award
in recognition of her outstanding career
in banking and her unwavering commitment to community service.
Hagen, who began her banking career working as a teller while a Millikin
student, is currently vice president of
treasury management sales and business lending for U.S. Bank N.A. in
Springfield, Ill., a position she has held
since 1999. She previously served as a
banking officer for Bank of America, an
assistant bank examiner for the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis and a
relationship officer in cash management

for First of America Bank Corp. She is
an accredited ACH professional and a
certified treasury professional. During
her career, she has twice been named
the highest revenue producing treasury
management partner (2002 and 2003),
and was recipient of the 2004 Pinnacle Award for treasury management
production nationwide within the U.S.
Bancorporation franchise.
Hagen’s community service is extensive. She has served or is serving on the
board of directors for the Central Illinois Food Bank, the Greater Springfield
Chamber of Commerce, Leadership
Springfield (president 2005-06), and
Land of Lincoln Girl Scout Council.
She was treasurer for the FBI Springfield Citizens Academy Alumni Association and has assisted with numerous
special events, including the Memorial
Medical Center Foundation Festival of
Trees, Springfield’s Rail Charity Golf
Classic, the St. Louis County Air Show,
the Decatur Celebration, Springfield
Air Rendezvous and Decatur’s Futures
Golf Charity Classic. She also has
volunteered for numerous organizations,
among them the United Way, Special
Olympics and the Salvation Army.
Hagen was recipient of the 2005
ATHENA award, which recognizes
individuals who have contributed to
the development of women in leadership in business and the community,
and was the featured speaker at the
2006 ATHENA award ceremony in
Springfield. In 2006, she was named
one of Springfield Business Journal’s
“40 Under 40” promising young leaders
and that same year she was recipient of
the Caught At Your Best Award. Among
her other awards and recognition are the
2002 Bell Ringer Award from the Salvation Army and selection as ambassador
for the 2004 Biennial Conference for
Women.
Hagen earned a bachelor’s degree in
economics and finance from Millikin,
where she was a James Millikin Scholar
and active in numerous student organizations, including serving in Student
Senate and as senior class chair. She
completed her master’s degree in business administration at the University of
Illinois at Springfield, where she was
chosen by a campus committee to serve
as one of only two student speakers at
the 2002 commencement ceremonies.

Hagen continues to serve her alma
mater as an alumna. She was a member
of the steering committee that launched
the Millikin Central Illinois Alumni
(MCIA) group, serves as a phonathon
volunteer and was homecoming reunion
chair for her class in 1999 and 2004.
Her alumni relatives include her uncle,
Ira Hagen ’50, and her cousin, Richard
Adams ’68.

2007 Athletic Hall of
Fame Inductees
Timothy Brylka ’01 of Elburn, Ill., has
been inducted into the Athletic Hall of
Fame for his excellence in football.
Brylka, a quarterback and four-year
letter winner, was named the CCIW’s
Player of the Year in 2000. More
than six years after his graduation, he
remarkably still holds 15 Big Blue records, including career records for total
offense yards for a quarterback (7,294),
touchdown passes (63), pass completions (462), passing yards (6,639) and
pass attempts (845). He holds the season records for passing yards (2,159),
touchdown passes (23) and total offense
yards for a quarterback (2,613). In
addition, he set game records for pass
completions (33), touchdown passes
(tied with five) and total offensive yards
for a quarterback (442). He is ranked
second and sixth on the all-time record
list in game-best passing with 372 yards
and 342 yards, respectively, and he also
compiled the Big Blue’s game-best total
offense by totaling up 442 yards vs.
Wheaton in 1998.
During his junior and senior years,
Brylka served as co-captain and was
selected to the All-CCIW first team. As
a sophomore, he made the All-CCIW
second team. During his senior year, he
was named the team’s most valuable
player. Brylka also played baseball for
three years for the Big Blue and was
named the team’s co-captain his senior
year.
Brylka earned a bachelor’s degree
in finance from Millikin, where he
graduated magna cum laude and was a
presidential scholar, plus a member of
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and
Alpha Kappa Psi. He earned a master’s
degree in education from Benedictine
University.
Brylka teaches business, coaches
freshman football and is head varsity
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Tim Brylka ’01

Felicia Britton Harris

Steven Hengst ’63

Jerome Jackson ’01

’99

baseball coach at his high school alma
mater, Wheaton Warrenville South High
School. Previously, he worked as a
financial advisor for Principal Financial
Group.
Felicia Britton Harris ’99 of Belleville, Ill., originally of Decatur, has
been inducted into the Athletic Hall of
Fame for her outstanding track career.
Felicia was 1996 and 1998 CCIW
champion in both the 100- and 200-meter runs and represented the Big Blue
at the Division III national championships. She also finished second in the
CCIW for those events in 1997 and
placed third and fourth in the 200-meter
and 100-meter, respectively, during the
1998-1999 season.
Several of her Big Blue records
still stand today, including the outdoor
100-meter (12.24) and 200-meter runs
(25.02), as well as the indoor 55-meter dash (7.33) and the 200-meter run
(26.26). Harris also played basketball
during her freshman year at Millikin.
Harris earned a bachelor’s degree
in accounting from Millikin, where
she was a Long Vanderburg Scholar,
a three-time recipient of the Wayne
Dunning Award and a member of the
Multicultural Leadership Program. She
also was named a P.E.O., Magna Bank
and First National Bank scholar. In
2005, she completed a master’s degree
in business administration through the
University of Phoenix.
Since 2004, Harris has been a tax
specialist with Ameren Services after
previously working for Illinois Power
for five years. Harris and her husband,
Frederick, have been married for eight
years. She has a step-daughter, Jade, 14,
24
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and enjoys running, basketball and reading. Her cousin, Rashawna Pender, is a
member of the Millikin class of 2003.
Stephen Hengst ’63 of Decatur has
been inducted into the Athletic Hall of
Fame for excellence in basketball and
tennis.
Hengst lettered all four years in
basketball and tennis and served as
captain for both teams his junior year.
His Millikin basketball career was
especially noteworthy. During his time
on the team, he scored 1,028 points,
making him the eighth person in Big
Blue history to score over one thousand
career points in basketball. Today, he
ranks 12th in all-time rebounding for
the Big Blue, with 652 rebounds in
71 games throughout three seasons.
(Unfortunately, the rebounding stats for
his junior year – Hengst’s best season
– were lost during a coaching transition
or that ranking would be even higher).
In 1961, he led the CCIW with a field
goal percentage of .592. Additionally,
his career average of 11.2 points per
game ranks him 28th on the Big Blue
all-time career scoring list.
After graduation, Hengst began a
30-year career with the Decatur School
District, working as both a coach and
an administrator. A teacher and coach
at Lakeview High School from 196368, he was assistant football coach in
1965, the year that Lakeview became
Decatur’s first and only unbeaten
public school varsity football team.
During the early years of his career, he
also coached tennis and basketball for
Lakeview, including serving as varsity
basketball coach for the school from
1965-68. Next, he served as assistant

principal at Mound Middle School
(1968-69), dean of boys at Lakeview
(1969-74), assistant principal at Stephen
Decatur High School (1974-85), and
principal at Eisenhower High School
(1985-90). He retired as director of
schools and curriculum for the school
district’s central office in 1993.
A member of the national Association of Secondary School Principals,
he was named 1981 Administrator of
the Year by the Decatur Association of
Educational Office Personnel. He also
was inducted into the Decatur Athletic
Council Hall of Fame in 2000.
Hengst earned a bachelor’s degree
in physical education and a master’s
degree in education, both from Millikin.
While a student, he was a member of
Delta Sigma Phi fraternity and president of the Letterman’s Club his senior
year. He and his wife, Kathy, have two
daughters, Jill Wynne and Julie Hengst
Shea ’91. Other Millikin relatives are
his son-in-law, Ben Shea ’90, his sisterin-law, Marty Vogel Horve ’93, and his
niece, Amy Svendsen ’08.
Jerome Jackson ’01 of Aurora, Ill., has
been inducted into the Athletic Hall of
Fame for his excellence in football.
Jackson, a wide receiver and fouryear letter winner, was selected to the
All-CCIW first team his sophomore,
junior and senior years. He is first on
the Big Blue’s all-time records list for
career receiving yards (2,584) and career receptions (166) and also holds the
season records for pass receptions (63)
and receiving yards (986). He holds the
first (986 yards in 2000) and fifth (763
yards in 1998) positions on Millikin’s
season-best receiving list and is ranked

Amber Crowder Kennell

Kurt Rogers ’83

Larry Rule ’62

Stacey Sparks ’92

’96

fourth (197 yards in 1999) and eighth
(171 in 2000) on Millikin’s game-best
receiving list. He served as co-captain
of the team for his senior year. Jackson
is first on the all-time list of only 12
Big Blue players who have accumulated more than 1,000 receiving yards
during their Millikin football careers;
his total career yards of 2,584 surpassed
Jeff Query ’89, who had set a total of
2,548 yards during his Millikin days. In
submitting Jackson’s name for consideration for the Athletic Hall of Fame, one
of his nominators referred to Jackson as
“possibly the most accomplished wide
receiver in MU history.”
Jackson is an account executive for
National City Bank in Naperville, Ill.
He previously was a national account
executive for Wachovia Bank, a senior
financial trainer for Career Education
Corp. and a Millikin admissions counselor in the Chicago area.
Jackson enjoys spending time with
his son Cole, who is 4, as well as
competing in triathlon competitions and
other sporting events.
Jackson earned a bachelor’s degree in communication from Millikin.
Jackson’s sister, Megan Moore, also
attended Millikin with the class of 2001.
Amber Crowder Kennell ’96 of
Shelbyville, Ill., has been inducted into
the Athletic Hall of Fame for her excellence in volleyball.
A setter and four-year letter winner,
Kennell was an integral component
of the 1995 Big Blue volleyball team
that holds the Millikin record for most
victories in a season (36) and best hit
percentage (.281). During her junior and
senior years, she served as co-captain of

the team and she was named co-MVP
her junior year, as well as sharing MVP
honors with her entire team for her
sophomore and senior years. Kennell
was selected to the All-CCIW first team
all four years and was named to the
Division III All-American second team
her senior year. She was named CCIW
Most Outstanding Player her junior and
senior years and was also a featured
WAND-TV Player of the Week. Kennell
is ranked second on Millikin’s all-time
career assist list with 4,833, third on the
all-time season assist record list with
1,498 in 1995, and fifth on that same list
with 1,289 in 1994.
After graduation, Kennell was head
volleyball coach at Shelbyville High
School, where she led the team to the
IHSA state tournament and subsequently was named Area Volleyball Coach
of the Year by the Decatur Herald &
Review newspaper. Afterwards, she
spent three years at Lake Land College
as internship supervisor and one year as
the school’s assistant volleyball coach.
Since 2003, Kennell has owned and
operated Amber Kennell Photography.
She is a member of the American
Child Photographer’s Charity Guild,
Children and Family Photographers of
America and a registered photographer
with the Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep
organization. Kennell recently raised
nearly $1,500 for the Shelbyville Little
League and Girls Softball Complex
through the Amber Kennell Photography Kids Contest. She is also a volunteer volleyball assistant at Shelbyville
High School.
Kennell earned a bachelor’s degree
in human services from Millikin and a
master’s degree in family and consumer

sciences from Eastern Illinois University in 2000. While at Millikin, she was
a member of the Behavioral Sciences
Club and volunteered at Futures Unlimited. In 2005, she organized a Homecoming reunion of Big Blue volleyball
players. She and her husband, Darren,
have three children: sons Bart and Brett,
and daughter Abbie.
Larry Kurtis “Kurt” Rogers ’83 of
Decatur has been inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame for his excellence in
collegiate and professional golf.
Rogers played four years of golf at
Millikin, serving as the team’s captain
during his junior year and co-captain as
a senior. Technically, Rogers was named
most valuable player all four years
of his college career: The entire team
shared the honor his freshman year, he
was named sole MVP his sophomore
and senior years, and he shared coMVP honors with Brad Kay ’85 his
junior year. He placed fourth his junior
year and eighth his senior year on the
All-CCIW team. During his sophomore
and junior years, he made the cut for the
Illinois State Amateur tournament.
In 1985, Rogers joined the Professional Golf Association and went on to
play in 21 Illinois Open Tournaments,
placing third in the 1998 Illinois Open
and finishing ten times in the top 15.
In the United States Golf Association
U.S. Open, he advanced to the sectional
tournament five times and twice was the
medalist at the local qualifying tournament with a score of 69 in both 2002
and 2006.
Rogers played on the PGA tour 1991
and 1994 Hardee’s Classic tournaments,
as well as the Hogan Tour, the Nike
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Homecoming
Among them, the eight 2007
Athletic Hall of Fame inductees:
– set numerous Millikin records,
27 of them still standing today.
– were named their teams’ MVPs
more than seven times

Tour, the Nationwide Tour, the Golfweek/Callaway Pro Scratch National Finals in Las Vegas, the Hawkeye Classic
in Iowa, the Greater Cleveland Open,
the St. Louis Open, the Greater Wichita Classic and the Highland Springs
Country Club-Ozarks Open in various
cities around the Midwest. He is also
a six-time member of the professional
Heartland Cup Team, which matches
12 Illinois PGA club professionals and
12 Central Illinois amateurs. In the
Illinois Professional Golf Association
of America, Rogers won the Assistants
Championship in 1996, 1997, 1998,
1999, and 2001; the Chapter Championship in 1997 and 1999; and the Match
Play Championship in 1998. He was
also five-time consecutive Assistant
Player of the Year, from 1998-2002
and Chapter Player of the Year in 1997
and 1999. Rogers holds the current
course records for Decatur’s Hickory
Point Golf Course with 61, Scovill Golf
Course with 59 and the new Red Tail
Run Golf Course with a 68. To date, he
has hit fourteen holes in one.
Rogers has also been involved with
the Boys and Girls Club of Decatur,
PGA of America and Chicago District
Golf Association. He is especially proud
of his work with First Tee of Decatur, a
junior golf program.
Today, Rogers is the full-time golf
pro at Decatur’s Red Tail Run golf
course. He was previously golf pro assistant to Richie Hammel at Fairies Golf
Course and assistant golf pro at Hickory
Point Golf Course.
Rogers earned a bachelor’s degree in
physical education, secondary teaching,
from Millikin. His sister is Kim Rogers
Dodenhoff ’81 and his brother is Kraig
Rogers, a member of the class of 1987.
Larry Rule ’62 of Decatur was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame for his
outstanding Millikin baseball career.
A transfer student who came to
26
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Millikin after his freshman year at the
University of Illinois, Rule played
only three seasons for the Big Blue but
managed to set several baseball records,
two of which remain unbroken today,
more than 45 years later. He still holds
the record for both the highest season
batting average (.492) and career batting average (.410). Moreover, his .492
season batting average was the highest
batting average of any player in Illinois
that year and among the top five averages in the nation. He holds the Big
Blue record for most doubles in a game,
with four against Elmhurst in 1960. In
addition, Rule held the records for most
season doubles, hitting 19 in 18 games,
and most career doubles, with 32 in 53
games, until both records were broken
in 2003 by Travis Beer ’03, who hit
20 season doubles in 39 games and 48
career doubles in 146 games. Rule also
hit an impressive 77 career base hits,
almost half of which were for extra
bases. In 1961, he led the Big Blue to
an undisputed CCIW conference title
with a batting average of .397, at least
49 points higher than anyone else on
his team. In two of his three years, he
had the most at-bats, and in the third
year, he placed second. He played every
inning of every game during his threeyear career.
Rule earned a bachelor’s degree in
business administration from Millikin
and was a member of Delta Sigma
Phi fraternity. He retired in 1997 as
senior buyer from Decatur’s Bridgestone/Firestone plant after 34 years of
service, and he is currently a substitute
teacher for the Decatur School District.
His interests include hunting, fishing
and golfing. Rule has five children:
son, James, and daughters Elizabeth,
Stephanie, Pamela and Jennifer Rule
’05. Other Millikin relatives include his
brother-in-law, Don Walker ’63, and his
granddaughter, Jessica Colebar ’09.
Stacey Sparks ’92 of Bloomington, Ill.,
has been inducted into the Athletic Hall
of Fame for her outstanding Big Blue
softball career.
In her two years on the team, Sparks
accomplished a number of feats, including setting four records that still stand
today: a season record 14 doubles her
senior year; a season batting average of

.467 and 43 RBIs in a season, both set
during her junior year; and a season record of 10 home runs in only 38 games,
also set during her junior year. During
her junior year, she was named to the
NCAA Division III All-American first
team, was the NCAA Division III national home runs leader, and was named
to the All-Midwest Region first team
and Midwest Region all-tournament
team. That same year, she was named
the CCIW’s all-conference first team
and shared the 1991 CCIW records for
doubles (7), and RBIs (16). She also
was named the team’s MVP that year.
Sparks continued to play with vigor
into her senior season. As co-captain,
she made the All-Midwest Region first
team, the CCIW all-conference first
team and the NCAA Division III AllAmerican second team. She batted .407,
making her the first Big Blue player
ever to have back-to-back .400 seasons.
In her final season, Sparks notched 38
RBIs and achieved a career batting
average of .439.
Sparks also played basketball during
her junior year at Millikin, where she
set the then CCIW record for threepoint goals percentage with 45 percent.
After Millikin, Sparks coached girls
basketball at West Lincoln Junior High
School and was assistant women’s basketball coach at Lincoln Land Community College, where she helped lead the
team to a record winning 21-9 season.
She also coached various YWCA and
summer youth basketball and softball
teams, including a stint coaching youth
softball in Bloomington-Normal in 2005
and 2006. She has also done radio playby-play for the Lincoln High School
Lady Railers basketball team.
Sparks earned a bachelor’s degree
in communications from Millikin and
also completed an associate’s degree in
journalism at Illinois Central College.
Today, she is a commercial underwriter
for Country Insurance. She is a member
of the Big Blue Club, a United Way
volunteer and plays on softball teams
in her area. She also has volunteered for
the Country Youth Golf Classic and the
State Farm Rail Golf Classic. Sparks’
cousin, Tiffany Conaway ’06, is also a
Millikin graduate.

Reunion photos
Among the members
of the class of 1997 and
their guests who attended
Homecoming 2007 festivities
from left, seated on floor:
Kyle and Ryan Nord (ages
3 and 5, sons of Bill and
Julie Nord), and Meredith
DiCamilla, (age 5, daughter
of Kimberly DiCamilla). First
row: Bill and Julie Petty Nord
’98, Lianne Feiertag Tebussek,
holding son Jack Tebussek (8
months), Maggie Johnson,
Trista Moody (wife of Jason
Moody) with daughter Leviana
Moody (2 months), Kimberly
Twa DiCamilla. Second
row: Nicole Nord Sharkey,
Eric Burkard, holding Caleb
Burkard (18 months), Dan
Tebussek (husband of Lianne
Tebussek), Jason Moody, Fred
DiCamilla (husband of Kimberly
DiCamilla). Third row: Stacey
Dreeke Brister, Rebecca Miller
Burkard (wife of Eric Burkard),
Victoria Brindise Cummings,
Meileen Miller Van Diggelen,
Jennifer Wagner. Fourth row:
William Armstrong, holding
Teslyn Armstrong, 7, Kirk
Gustafson, Alison Rinder (Kirk’s
fiancée), Kelly Davenport
Englum, Kristine Kjeldsen
Lecocq. Fifth row: Colin Brady,
Rob Prange, Matthew Miller
(husband of Jennifer Miller),
Jennifer Lehr Miller.

Among the members of the
class of 1962 and their guests
who attended Homecoming 2007
festivities from left, first row:
Sharen Waggoner Talbert ‘65
(wife of Jim Talbert), Ellen Rogers
Hazelrigg, Carolyn Baldwin Quinlan,
Judy Wesoloski. Second row: Jim
Talbert, Mary Margaret Werries
Gendry, Pamela Gendry (wife of
Bob Gendry), George Wesoloski,
Joann Hartke Dennis. Third row:
Dave Gendry ’59 (husband of Mary
Gendry), Ryan Jorstad, Bob Gendry,
Phillip Dennis (husband of JoAnn
Hartke Dennis).
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(upper left) Among the members of the class of 1967 and their
guests who attended Homecoming 2007 festivities from left, first row:
Sarah Niemann Repp, Martha Buckley Matteson, Carla File Scott ‘73 (wife
of Milton Scott), Lynne Bamford Hagen, Mary Ann Springer Stark, Pat
Stark. Second row: Earl Matteson, Steve Mathias, John Irish, Milton Scott,
Henry Hagen, Brad Hofeditz, Herb Friedman.
Among the members of the class of 1972 and their guests who
attended Homecoming 2007 festivities from left, first row: Mary Barnhart
Dickman, Lynn Schumacker Crecelius, Diane Lohr Coen, Diane BoldenTaylor, Barbara Elder Dick. Second row: Bonnie Kessinger Metcalf, Leslie
Bain Randle, Jan Cross (wife of Jerry Cross), Linda Gray Anders, Kathleen
O’Mullen Novack, Toni Selvey-Maddox. Third row: Greg Miller, Mike Rusk,
Fred Krows, Janice Mintel Jack, Jim Davidson, David Dick (husband of
Barbara Dick), Bruce Nims. Fourth row: Tim Henry, Bob Randle, Don
Jack ’76, Jerry Cross, Dave Coen ’68 (husband of Diane Coen), Carleton
Maddox (husband of Toni Selvey-Maddox), Mark Neville.
Among the members of the class of 2002 and their guests who
attended Homecoming 2007 festivities are from left, first row: Jeff Rusk,
Stephanie Cope Holthaus, Elizabeth Phillips Daniels, Jamie Koonce Foster.
Second row: Erik Kotewa, Amanda Wellen, Katie Cobb Powers, Celeste
Grammer, Melissa Harres, Colleen Smith Kobylinski. Third row: Kelly
Jendra, Katharine Kuberski, Angel Spiccia, Kristin Bloom Pritts, Dylan
Pritts, Jennifer Wolfe Grenier, Kelly Stark Lawrence, Nicole Smith-Hamm,
Mandi Landacre Podeschi, RJ Podeschi. Fourth row: Matt Krumtinger,
Ben Scherzer ’03, Rebekah Boddy Skowronski, Kathleen Bernard, Karen
Kunesh, Shannon Kronmiller Adcock, Kristen Turner, Jessie Coomer
Peterson, Josh Jacobs, Deborah Hendricks McMann, Tarin Wright Van
Hook. Fifth row: Michael Sarff, Betsey Burkhart, Dirk Doehring, Brad
Urban, Kent Stauder, C.J. Paschal, Edward Raffenetti.
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Golden Anniversary
Among the members of the class of 1957 and their guests who attended Homecoming 2007 festivities are from
left, first row: Julia Raffington Erickson, Judy Beaman, Jeanne Littleton Stillman, Nancy Bolen James ‘54 (wife of Roger
James), Marge McGing Wolanin (wife of Gene Wolanin), Joan Diller McBride, Rosa Lee Galloway Stevens, Barbara
Walker Breeding, Jody Sparks Hantel. Second row: Nancy Shank Bettinghaus ‘58 (wife of Jim Bettinghaus), June Stewart
Moutray, Edna Engler Kirk, Jim Stillman, Roger James, Gene Wolanin, Betsy Branstetter Rude, Kay Lambert (wife of Joe
Lambert), Gayanne Newman Petty ‘59 (wife of Don Petty), Audrey Brei (wife of Wayne Brei), Wayne Brei. Third row:
Jim Bettinghaus, Paul McKelvey, Ray Kirk, Carl Craft, Jim Brown, Fred Howell, Pat Moran Grant, Don Petty, Alice Mueller
LeFevre ‘58 (wife of Ed Lefevre), Joe Lambert, Phyllis Morris Lotchin ‘59 (wife of Roger Lotchin), Nancy Walker Watson
’56 (sister of Barbara Breeding). Fourth row: Larry Hamilton, Duane Beals, Shirley Warren, Larry Warren, Roger Lotchin,
Walter Grant, Marian Adcock (wife of Bill Adcock), Bill Adcock and Ed Lefevre.
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(upper left) Among the members
of the class of 1947 and their guests
who attended Homecoming 2007
festivities are from left, first row: Rev.
Dr. John Garver ’45, Stephanie Weyand
Yabsley, Betty Pollock (wife of Marshall
Pollock). Second row: Ellie Hurtt
Williams, Jack Brown, Marshall Pollock.
Among the members of the
class of 1942 and their guests
who attended Homecoming 2007
festivities are from left, first row:
Margaret Laughlin Fairweather ’41,
Lois Lawrence, Virginia Martin Weakly.
Second row: Naomi Edwards Davis ’41,
Murl Sickbert ’40, John Weakly ’74
(son of Virginia Martin Weakly).

Winter 2007-08 Millikin Quarterly

31

Reunion photos
Among the members of the
class of 1982 and their guests
who attended Homecoming 2007
festivities from left, first row: Becky
Stock (friend of David Burkham),
Lisa Horn Stinson, Cynthia
Hogan Fitzgerald, Renee Blakey
McKeighan, Mary Ann Ernst Pollard.
Second row: David Burkham, James
Johnson, Darryl Washington, Brian
Dees.

Among the members of the
class of 1977 and their guests
who attended Homecoming 2007
festivities from left, front row: B.J.
Blomeley Boyer, Karen Dulberg,
Jennifer Friday, Cindy Meurlot
Deadrick. Second row: Dave
Tobiasz, Angie Ward Brockley,
Randy Morton. Third row: Jim
Douglass, Bill Franklin, Gary Cook,
Sam Trusner.
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Among the members of the class of 1987
and their guests who attended Homecoming
2007 festivities from left, first row: Kathy Dugan
Danosky, Sharon Peart Pyne, Melody Anders,
Lori Conlin Poppen. Second row: Amy Bass
Grant, Jessica Madsen, Jeanette Pope Wells ’88
(wife of Jim Wells), Carol Degenhardt-Basham,
Julie Blomberg Steele. Third row: Mark Kubica,
Jennifer Jurges-Chmiel, Cara Proud Vasconcelles,
Mark Yonan. Fourth Row: Jon Rebman, Jim
Wells, Bob Schwarz, Arlyn Poppen.
Among black alumni and their guests who
attended Homecoming 2007 festivities from
left, front: Maggie Johnson ’97, Fallon Smith
’05, Cassandra Pollard Welch ’72, Diane BoldenTaylor ’72, Lugenia “TickTock” Radford ’74,
Karen Roberts Hurley ’81. Second row: Clifton
Rogers ’69, Judy Boyd ’80, John Lewis ’69,
Kisha Rivers ’02, Debra Hampton Cartman ’79,
Charles “Chuckie” Fields ’71, Barbara KenneyStarr ’72. Third row: Wilhelmina Price Mitchell
’73, Rosemary Whitfield Sykes ’74, Melvin Wilson
’70, Jennifer Friday ’77. Toni Selvey-Maddox ’72,
Ernest Hampton ’93, Patricia Jones-Banks ’74.
Fourth row: Barbara Currin Parker ’74, James
Monk Harris ’69, James Sanchez Burnside ’71,
Carlton Cummings ’70, Darryl Washington ’82,
Alfrieda Ketchens Morris ’80, Dan Parker ’73,
Debra Fields ’76. Fifth row: Gwen Miller (wife of
Fred Miller), Oashon Chalmers ‘72, Fred Miller
’73, Ollie Mack ’71, Ellery Brown ’72, Robert
Stallworth ’73, Carvel Johnson ’73.
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Among the members of the class
of 1952 and their guests who attended
Homecoming 2007 festivities are from
left, first row: Dave Hogg and wife Terri
Hogg, Joan Thiele Winick ‘50 (wife of
John Winick), Virginia Herron Cannon,
Jane Fearheiley Lawson, Betty Price
Brown ‘51 (wife of Orville Brown).
Second row: Stuart Sewell ’51, Bill Klein,
John Winick, Herbert Zuegel, Barbara
Burgis Zuegel ‘53 (wife of Herb Zuegel),
Helen Foster Swiney ‘53 (wife of Jess
Swiney), Orville Brown. Third row: Marc
Durr Erickson, Jean Spangler Goretzke,
Jackie Traughber Calamello, Marilyn
“Marny” Winslow Brozio ‘51 (wife of Bob
Brozio), Barbara Walmsley Broadbear,
Shirley Witt Mulholland. Fourth row: Dan
Erickson, Elta Turner Cooke, Donovan
Durland, Bob Brozio, Gene Broadbear,
Roger Mulholland ’51 (husband of
Shirley Mulholland), Jess Swiney.

Among the members of the class of 1992 and their guests who attended
Homecoming 2007 festivities are from left, first row: Kristen Tranmal; Doug Dowell
and his sons, Will (age 6) and Christian (age 4), and wife, Stacia; Renee Hattendorf
Brammer. Second row: Bill Marten, Thomas Chandler, Jill Goodwin Walker, Dan
Nieves, Steve Brammer (husband of Renee Brammer).
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Alums enjoy journey...
continued from page 15

tremendous amount of effort it takes to
create those experiences. “The things
that our students take for granted do not
just occur.”
For these alumni, the campus feels
much like family, both figuratively and
literally.
“Millikin has always felt like
home, and the people at Millikin are
family,” says Stickles. Families are
part of the Millikin community, too,
since Stickles’ husband, Joe, is a 1993
Millikin graduate and teaches math at
the university; and Massey’s husband,
Mark, is a 2005 alumnus and their two
oldest sons are Millikin students.
All three feel an added benefit of
working on the campus you first came
to know as a fresh-faced high school
graduate has a way of keeping you
young.
“Each time I walk onto campus I
feel like I am 18 or 20 years old again,”
Stickles says.
Ferguson agrees. “Everywhere you
look on campus, you have memories
of yourself there as a student. I think
working here will keep me young.”
For these alumni, Millikin remains a
place of comfort and camaraderie.
“On my youngest son’s first day of
kindergarten, I returned to Millikin as
an employee,” says Massey. “Instead
of crying into my Kleenex for most of
the day, I embarked on a wonderful new
adventure here at Millikin.”

Was the Big Blue proudly on display
during your wedding day?

From left: Karen Roberts, Micah Walk, Lian Alan, Darin Holthaus ’04, Abby
Large, John Cardoni ’04, Crystal Gatewood, Chad Francis ’04, Megan Lusch ’05,
Melissa Royston ’05, Julia Large Hartman ’05 (bride), Dan Hartman ’04 (groom).

Submit your wedding photo to our online wedding album:
www.millikin.edu/alumni/weddingdex.
Wedding party photos must feature Millikin alumni for
eligibility (see above for an example). Don’t forget to
include the name and class year of each Millikin alum
pictured, and be sure to include the date of your wedding!

School of Education
by the Numbers
Education majors: 500
Certification programs offered: 10
Full-time faculty: 11
Adjunct faculty: 20
Student teachers per year: 137
Interns placed per year: 245
School district sites: 75
School sites per semester: 150

Tying the knot?
Expecting the pitter patter of tiny feet?
We’d love to help you share the news! We can’t print news
about anticipated weddings or babies, but when your plans
become a reality, please let us know and we will announce your
news to your classmates and the world.
Winter 2007-08 Millikin Quarterly
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Blame it on Baja
One trip was all it took
for this Illinois native.

From left, following a presentation made by Jon Rebman ’87
during a Career Connections program for students held as
part of this fall’s Homecoming activities: Associate Professor
of Biology Judy Parrish, department chair; Associate
Professor Emeritus of Biology Neil Baird; and Rebman.

J

on Rebman ’87 came to Millikin from tiny
Rushville, Ill., dreaming of being a small-town
veterinarian like James Herriott, the best-selling
author. Instead, he became a botanist on the
West
Coast, studying cacti and other plants of southern California and Mexico. It was a career switch that was
cemented during a trip to the Baja California area of Mexico.
“I fell in love with the area,” Rebman says.
He had traveled to Baja to do research on a Fulbright
scholarship while completing his doctorate at Arizona State
University after previously completing his master’s degree
at Missouri State. As he explored the peninsula, he became
fascinated with the diverse land and its numerous and often
unusual plant life, deciding to make the area a focus of his
ongoing research. Even now, in his dream job as curator of
botany at the San Diego Natural History Museum, he makes
frequent trips back to the area where he has discovered and
named several new species of plants (eight during his doctorate). Rebman is also an adjunct faculty member at San Diego

State University.
His specialty is the study of the cholla cactus, and most
recently he has been working with prickly pears.
“It’s more difficult to make specimens of cacti,” he says,
calling it a “painful, bloody experience.”
At the museum, one of his responsibilities was to develop
and now lead the Plant Atlas Project, which uses more than
500 trained volunteer parabotanists, also known as “citizen
scientists,” to help gather and catalog plant species in San Diego County. The volunteers follow a 477-grid system that cuts
down on duplications. The scope of the project is challenging.
“San Diego County has more plant species than many
entire states,” Rebman says.
Rebman personally identifies each plant brought in by the
volunteers; in about four years, he’s identified about 26,000
out of the 30,000 specimens gathered to date.
“These specimens will last for hundreds of years,” he says,
“and will be used by many researchers looking for answers
to various scientific questions about our environment and its
biodiversity.”

Fire provides another opportunity for study
The devastation caused by recent
southern California fires could be
covered with colorful blankets of
flowers next year – if the area receives
some rain.
“Unfortunately, we have been in
a two-year drought here in southern
California, and rains are not looking
good for next year either at this moment,” says Dr. Jon Rebman ’87, curator of botany at the San Diego Natural
History Museum. Although Rebman’s
home and workplace escaped the recent fire’s destruction, he knows well
what fire can do after losing his home
to a 2003 wildfire.

According to Rebman, much of San
Diego County is within an ecosystem
where plants have evolved strategies to
cope with fires. Some plants don’t release
seeds until a fire goes through an area,
such as the cones on some cypress trees,
which respond to the blaze’s heat by opening and releasing their seeds. Others are
annual plants known as “fire followers”
that sit in the soil’s seed bank and wait for
a fire to come through. Once it does, these
plants grow and bloom for a few years before returning seeds to the soil to wait for
the next fire, possibly 50-80 years later.
“Fires like those this fall give us the
opportunity to document some of these

fire-followers
for a few years
post-fire,” Rebman
says.
He notes that
fire can cause
natural disturbances to an area, such as
bringing in non-native weeds that may
threaten to displace native plants.
“Fire is a complex story in our
region and different parts of our county
respond very differently to fires,”
he says. “The post-fire data we will
obtain, along with the pre-fire data we
have now from our Plant Atlas project
(see related article above), will help us

Above right: Cochemiea pondii, a cactus species native to Baja California that is pollinated by hummingbirds. (Photo by Jon Rebman)
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iTunes leads to work on new film
C

omposer Kerry
Muzzey of New
York, a 1992 Millikin graduate, already
had a list of film and
television scores to his
credit. Now his career
is taking another leap forward with the
upcoming release of “Hole in the Paper Sky,” a film produced by and starring well-known actress Jessica Biel.
Muzzey scored the new film and credits his involvement to iTunes, the popular digital media player that
brought the project to his virtual doorstep.
“Jessica Biel and the director, Bill Purple, found me
on iTunes,” he explains. “She launched a new production company a year ago, and they had done this film
and needed music for it. She liked my stuff and told the

Send
us your
photos!

director to listen to my music – then, all of a sudden,
I’m scoring their first movie.”
All of Muzzey’s work on the movie score was done
via e-mail, file transfer protocol (FTP) and iChat. In
fact, he met the director face-to-face for the first time at
the movie’s screening this fall.
Most of Muzzey’s music, including the score for the
new movie, is available through iTunes. “This is such a
digital era success story,” says Muzzey. “iTunes is kind
of the golden ticket – once your music is out there, a
music supervisor, director or producer can hear it and
decide to use your stuff. This is the pot of gold you want
to stumble over.” by Margaret Friend

Learn more about Muzzey at kerrymuzzey.com or at
myspace.com/kerrymuzzey

Please follow these guidelines when submitting
a photo to accompany your class note item:
1. Photographic prints: Millikin Quarterly magazine accepts all sizes
of photographs for possible use in the magazine; photos at least 4x6
inches in size are preferred. Both color and black and white prints are
acceptable. Photos printed to an ink jet or laser printer are not usable.
Mail to Millikin Quarterly, Millikin University, 1184 West Main Street,
Decatur, IL 62522-2084. Please indicate if photos should be returned.
2. Tips for sending photo prints: Photos you send for publication
should be sharp and clear. Photos that are out of focus or have harsh
shadows, over-exposed areas or red-eyed subjects may not be usable.
3. Digital photos: To submit a digital photo, attach it to an e-mail
addressed to MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu. Please note we require
high-resolution ﬁles (a minimum of 300 pixels per inch or 300 dpi)
in as large a format as possible. Photos that have a lower dpi are

Jason Gold
at the foo farb ’05 and Megha
t
n
2007. ball game during Ho Sims ’08
mecoming

usually not acceptable. Digital photos should be saved in a JPEG or
TIF format.
4. For all photos: Please supply a brief description of the photo and
all names of those and class years of alumni who appear in it.
*These guidelines apply to all photos submitted for publication.
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Evans designs and
builds career
Determination and an eye for design
landed this ’02 graduate on HGTV.

C

arey Evans ’02 is building a
career — and she’s using power
tools to do it.
An HGTV on-air personality since
2005, Evans was recently named
co-host of one of the network’s home
improvement series, “Don’t Sweat
It,” helping homeowners with projects
they don’t know how to tackle.
“The show’s premise is ‘don’t
sweat it — we can help you out’,”
Evans explains. “We’ve helped
homeowners replace windows, build
decks, repair walls, put up fireplaces
and more.”
On this show, what you see is what
the homeowners get.
“There’s no ‘smoke and mirrors’
here,” Evans says. “This is not a show
where we stop working when the
cameras stop rolling — we’re really
working hard building these projects.”
Viewers may also recognize Evans
from her design work on two other
HGTV series — “My First Place” and
“Freestyle.”
For both series, Evans flies to locations around the country, where she
often meets homeowners and oversees
the project’s first day, shops for the
project on the second day and films on
the third day.
“It’s really fast-paced and there’s
a lot of adrenaline,” Evans says. “It’s
really challenging, but at the same
time, we do have a lot of fun behind
the scenes.”
Besides lighting up the screen for
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HGTV, Evans can also be
spotted online and in print ads
for General Electric’s “Right
Light, Right Now” campaign
(find it at gelighting.com),
including ads in the October
issues of Better Homes and
Gardens, Good Housekeeping
and other magazines.
Evans also has her own private design business in New York.
“I can only take on one or two clients
every six months because of all the
other work I’m doing, but I like to keep
active in design,” she says.
“I think my eye for design has
always been with me, and I was able to
hone the skills at Millikin,” Evans says.
“In fact, I remember being in my dorm
room and watching ‘Trading Spaces’ on
TV. I had a pretty great-looking dorm
room in Hessler!”
Evans, who earned a bachelor’s
degree in musical theatre from Millikin,
served as stage manager at Kirkland
Fine Arts Center as a student and also
worked in the theatre scene shops,
where she learned to use power tools
and sharpened her design skills.
“I enjoyed my time at Millikin
and as stage manager at Kirkland,”
she says. “I learned to be comfortable
onstage or in front of a camera — I can
learn my lines and deliver them well. I
learned how to use a sewing machine,
plus I learned building skills, painting
techniques and faux finish treatments …
the only thing they didn’t teach me was

plumbing — and I definitely don’t want
to do plumbing!”
Immediately after graduation, she
pursued her dream and moved to New
York, where she paid her bills by working on displays and productions for a
creative design company while looking
for acting jobs and commercial work.
“I auditioned to be a carpenter on
‘Trading Spaces,’ but they thought I was
too young,” she says.
But recognizing that her skills and
interests made her a good match for
many of the new home improvement
shows being developed, Evans kept auditioning with HGTV and finally heard
the words she’d been waiting to hear:
“You really have a good design eye.”
“I’m enjoying HGTV immensely,”
she says. “This is absolutely the perfect
field for me with my history and background.
“My eventual long-term goal is to
have my own show where I’m able to
do the design work as well as help
homeowners do parts of the project,”
she says. “And I know I’ll keep designing, no matter what.”
by Margaret Friend

Learn more about Carey Evans at
careyevans.com.

We’ve got the
BLUES for you
and your baby!

Have a new baby in your
home? Share your good news
with Millikin’s alumni office
and get a free CD!
Each new baby welcomed
into a Millikin family receives
a complimentary copy of the
compact disc, “Those Baby
Blues.” This collaborative
project was initiated by the
staff at Baby TALK, a national
social service agency based in
Decatur and led by Claudia
Nichols Quigg ’75, founder
and executive director. The
CD project was assisted by
the Kiwanis Clubs of Decatur,
the Decatur Area Arts Council
and the Illinois Arts Council. It features the talents of
Millikin students and faculty
and was recorded in Millitrax
recording studio.
So, send us your good
news by submitting the form
on page 44 and we will share
“Those Baby Blues” with you!
(Pictured above: Eli Whitaker, son of
Tom and Tonya Parrish Whitaker ’03,
class of 2029. See note on page 44.)

Are you out of balance?
continued from page 6

their employees’ high stress levels and know that a workplace offering options
for achieving balance is more likely to attract and retain top performers.
Manage your time effectively and efficiently. Utilize calendars to track
personal commitments and spread household tasks throughout the week so
you aren’t bogged down tending to these on your day off. It’s very stressful to
return to work on Monday after a weekend of doing household chores.
Don’t feel guilty about taking time for yourself. You won’t be at your
best at work or with your family if you haven’t attended to your basic needs
(such as a good night’s sleep) and done something that recharges you emotionally, spiritually and/or physically. Make time to do things you enjoy. Leisure
activities reduce stress – especially when they add to your overall health, such
as hiking or yoga.
Enlist the support of friends and family. A strong network of support
can go a long way in helping you to keep your focus, especially during chaotic
times or when you have to travel for your job and need a babysitter.
Know when to seek professional assistance. See if your employer
offers an Employee Assistance Program (EAP). Everyone goes through a personal crisis at one time or another, and it’s okay to ask for help.
As I write this article, it’s 10 p.m. Many might think I’m a poor example of
balance. After work, I have dinner with my family most nights and then have
quality time to interact and have fun. After my son goes to bed, I get out the
laptop and start writing – something I enjoy. For me, this schedule works. I
have time to spend with my family but am still able to fulfill my work obligations. And that’s what it’s all about – finding what works for you and gives you
satisfaction. Seek ways to bring harmony to your life, nurture your soul and
create a personal life of meaning and value. It will be an ongoing challenge,
but you’ll never regret it. ●

Do You Haiku?

Bronze Man Books, Millikin’s
student-run university press, is
producing “Millikin University
Haiku Anthology,” a publication
showcasing the best work of the
Millikin haiku community. They
are currently accepting submissions from alumni, staff, faculty
and current students. The anthology will be published in October
2008.
Have a haiku to submit? Send up
to 20 of your new haiku by email to Bronze Man Books Alumni
Editor Emily Evans (see address
at left) by Feb. 1, 2008. Please
include your name, address,
e-mail address and telephone
number with your submission.

?

Questions?
Contact Bronze Man Books Alumni Editor
Emily Evans at millikinalumnihaiku@gmail.com.

Published authors may purchase
the anthology for a 50 percent
discount.
Learn more at
www.bronzemanbooks.com.
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Give a classmate a high five:
Nominate them for an alumni award.
Do you know an alumna/us who deserves an alumni award?
You can help the Alumni Association recognize achievement and service by
sending a nomination for one or more of the alumni awards. Download
a nomination form from our website or request that one be sent to you.
Nominations are invited for Alumnus of the Year, Merit, Loyalty,
Merit-Loyalty and Young Alumnus Awards and for induction into the
Millikin Athletic Hall of Fame. Those making nominations must supply
supporting documentation. Nominations are due April 15, 2008.
This year’s awards/induction ceremony will be held during Homecoming,
October 2008.
Find nomination form and award descriptions online at
www.millikin.edu/alumni/award_form.asp or send any questions to
alumnews@millikin.edu.

What’s happening?
What’s new? Here’s your chance to let your Millikin friends know
what you’ve been doing lately. Have you moved? Been promoted?
Have you become a parent or spouse? Share your news now and
watch for it in an upcoming issue of Millikin Quarterly. Don’t forget
to let us know your current address and please include a recent
photograph of yourself if possible (we’ll print the photograph with
your news item if space permits). Please print.
Name

Here’s my news (please attach
separate sheet if necessary):

Class year

Spouse’s name

Class year

(if applicable)

Your home address

City

State

Zip

Your home phone
Your place of employment and job title

Spouse’s place of employment and job title

Your work phone
Fax
Home

Work

E-mail address
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Mail form to : Alumni Relations
Office, Millikin University,
1184 West Main St., Decatur, Ill.
62522-2084. Or fax this page to
217-424-3755.
Need to update your contact info?
Visit www.millikin.edu/alumni/millilink-xp.

Please
help us
find our
lost sheep!
We have several hundred
people in our alumni files we
can’t find. And since we’re
proud of our alumni and

Thank you for reading...
and responding.

like to keep track of their

A magazine is only as good as the

learn what they’re up to these

relationship it has with its readers. Your comments in response to

accomplishments, we’d like to
days. So periodically, we’ll

our recent reader survey will help

publish a list of some of our

us improve the content, readabil-

lost sheep. If you have any

ity, navigation and design of your

knowledge of the people listed

Congratulations to the winners of
our reader’s survey drawing, who
will receive a Millikin tote bag:
Brianna Bielecki ’06 of Orland Park, Ill.
Lisa Vost Bosworth ’01 of Springfield, Ill.
Sandy Grabowski Meyer ’89 of Gurnee,
Ill.
Rex Ritchie of Lexington, Mich.

at right, please complete and
return this form. Thanks!

Help us find:
Burry, Gladys Burgess ’62
Busiere, Dennis ’75
Buten Denise Benjamin ’76
Byers, John B. ’74
Byrd, Linda R. ’81
Calatrello, Robert L. ’58
Callaghan, Daniel ’64
Callahan, Robert L. ’51
Callanan, Kim Sanders ’77
Calnon, Leslie Naughton ’80
Campbell, Diane M. ’86
Campbell, Gloria J. ’73
Campbell, Judy A. ’70
Canﬁeld, Roderick E. ’53
Cannon, Joseph P. ’76
Canny, James W. ’51
Cao, Lei ’94
Card, Jess E. ’50
Carlough, Arthur G. ’71
Carlson, Cheryl L. ’86
Carnock, J. Phillips. ’59
Carpenter, David T. ’92
Carter, Lynne Staedke ’64
Carter, Marilyn J. ’82
Carter, Richard ’02
Castle, Kris Merillat ’70
Cater, Karen H. ’76
Cerutti, Elizabeth J. ’70
Chalcraft, Larry D. ’62
Chapman, Sharon V. ’68

isn’t lost!
The last I knew he/she was:

Additionally, more than 40 alumni
responded to our alumni Q & A
survey featured in Out of the Blue,
our online alumni newsletter, and
Quarterly. Be on the lookout for
these great stories in upcoming issues of Millikin Quarterly.
Kristine Lasco Stanley ’88 of Rogers, Ark.
Congratulations to the winner of our
alumni Q & A drawing, who will
receive Millikin leather coasters:
Georgia Kay Heth ’77 of Morton, Ill.

(Please include our lost sheep’s current address or the name of a person who may know it.)

My Name
Address
City
State

Zip

Return this form to: Millikin University, Alumni Relations Office,
1184 West Main Street Decatur, Ill. 62522-2084
or send an e-mail to alumnews@millikin.edu. Thanks!
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Alumni and
Club News
Upcoming Events
Millikin Central Illinois Alumni
(MCIA) Events
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2008

Join the MCIA for the popular taco bar at
Lock, Stock and Barrel, 129 S. Oakland, from
5-7 p.m. as a warm up for the Big Blue men’s
basketball game versus the Illinois Wesleyan
Titans at 7:30 p.m. in Griswold Physical
Education Center.

Thursday, March 27, 2008
Join the MCIA for a wine and cheese
party from 7-9 p.m. at the James Millikin
Homestead. Kevin Graham ’76, Millikin’s
director of counseling services and co-owner
of The Decanter Fine Wines, will share his
wine expertise as you enjoy an evening of
fun and fellowship in the historic home of
James Millikin.

Sunday, May 4, 2008
Join the MCIA in the lower level of Richards
Treat University Center for Sunday brunch,
with entertainment by members of the School
of Music. After brunch, you’re invited to
attend the department of theatre and dance’s
annual Equinox dance concert at Kirkland
Fine Arts Center. Ticket price is $6, and the
cost for brunch is $12. Contact the Kirkland
Box Office for tickets at 217-424-6318. For
more info, contact the alumni office at 4246383 (toll free dial 1-877-568-2586).

Argentina Trip

May 21-June 1, 2008
Learn to tango in the land where the tango
originated! Join Millikin alumni and friends
for a trip to Bueno Aires led by Dr. Eduardo
Cabrera, associate professor of Spanish and
a native of Buenos Aires. This unique travel
opportunity will feature eight nights of all
that Buenos Aires has to offer. The cost is
$3,220 per person for double occupancy
($4,100 for single) and includes hotel
accommodations, round-trip, non-stop airfare
from O’Hare to Buenos Aires, an overnight
trip to the popular Iguazuu Falls, all transfers,
and a $50 gift is made to the Millikin Fund for
every trip booked. Want to know more or be
put on the mailing list? Call Dave Brandon in
the alumni and development office toll free
at 1-877-568-2568 or send him an e-mail at
dbrandon@millikin.edu.
For more information on the events
above, to get directions or to RSVP, call
the alumni office toll free at 1-877-JMUALUM (locally, dial 217-424-6383). For
calendar updates, visit www.millikin.
edu/alumni/calendar_of_events.asp
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Are you ready for some football?
Host John Cardamone ’86 and his daughter, Caroline, 9, prepare some hot dogs
at an alumni and friends tailgate before an Oct. 12 Big Blue football game versus
Illinois Wesleyan in Bloomington, Ill.

Mark your calendars
The critically acclaimed University Choir may be coming to a town near you! Check out
this year’s stops and be sure to mark your calendars for these must-see events! After
the performance, join us for a special alumni and friends reception with the choir and
catch up with friends. (Each performance stop will host an alumni and friends reception
unless otherwise indicated with an asterisk.)
Friday, Jan. 4, 2008
Central Baptist Church
501 S. Fourth St., Springfield, Ill.
7:30 p.m. performance
Saturday, Jan. 5, 2008
Kirkwood Baptist Church
211 North Woodlawn Avenue, St. Louis
www.kirkwoodbaptist.org
7 p.m. performance
Sunday, Jan. 6, 2008
University United Methodist Church*
6901 Washington Ave., St. Louis
10:30 a.m. service music
Whitney Olin Theater
Lewis & Clark Community College
5800 Godfrey Rd., Godfrey, Ill.
3 p.m. performance presented by
the Greater Alton Concert Association
Ticket Prices: in advance, adults $18,
students $5; at the door, adults $20,
students, $6.
Monday, Jan. 7, 2008
First Presbyterian Church
817 SW Harrison St., Topeka, Kan.
www.topeka1stpresbyterian.org
7:30 p.m. performance
Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2008
Liberty United Methodist Church
1001 Sunset Ave., Liberty, Mo.
www.lumcmo.org
7 p.m. performance
Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2008
First United Methodist Church.
309 N. Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa
7 p.m. performance

Thursday, Jan. 10, 2008
First Lutheran Church
1000 3rd Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
www.firstlutherancr.org
7:30 p.m. performance
Saturday, Jan. 12, 2008
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
5701 Raymond Rd., Madison, Wis.
www.gslcwi.com
7:30 p.m. performance
Sunday, Jan. 13, 2008
First United Methodist Church*
203 Wisconsin Ave., Madison, Wis.
www.wisconsinumc.org/madison-firstumc
9:30 a.m. service music
First Presbyterian Church*
7100 Harvard Hills Rd., Harvard, Ill.
4 p.m. performance
Friday, Jan. 18, 2008
United Presbyterian Church of Peoria
2400 W. Northmoor Rd., Peoria, Ill.
www.unitedpc.org
7:30 p.m. performance
Saturday, Jan. 19, 2008
St. Luke Church
1500 W. Belmont, Chicago
www.stlukechicago.org
7:30 p.m. performance
Sunday, Jan. 20, 2008
St. Patrick Church
407 E. Eldorado St., Decatur
7 p.m. performance

Alumni and
Club News
Upcoming Events
Danube Bike Trip
July 24-30, 2008

Home sweet Homecoming.
Several Kappa Sigma alumni gathered at the home of Louise and David Kidd ’67
to reunite during Homecoming 2007. First row from left: Frank Payton ’71, Ron
Jansen ’66, Tim Logston ’67, Dave Keil ’66, Fred Stein ’68, Dan Austin ’71. Second
row from left: Rick Mogler ’71, Tom Kelly ’67, Greg Saunders ’67, Bob Wellens
’68, Ken Radtke ’67, Dave Seifert ’69, David Kidd ’67, Barry Campbell ’69, Steve
Hardwick ’66, Bob Sharp ’70.

Join Millikin alumni and friends for a seven-day,
six-night bike trip from Passau, Germany, to
Vienna, Austria, on a flat bike path along the
Danube. The cost is approximately $1,414 per
person and includes hotel accommodations,
daily breakfast, six evening dinners with
three-course meals (including a farewell dinner
at a Vienna wine cellar), guide, all transfers,
including daily luggage transfers between route
stops, and a $50 gift is made to the Millikin
Fund for every trip booked. Airfare cost is still
being finalized; be sure to look for updated
details in Out of the Blue, our alumni and
friends newsletter, and upcoming issues of
this magazine. For more information, contact
Mandi Landacre Podeschi ’02 of the alumni and
development office toll free at 1-877-568-2586
or send her an e-mail at apodeschi@millikin.

They say Tuscany is beautiful in November.
Thirty alumni and friends traveled to Italy in November for an alumni and friends trip to Tuscany. First row from left: Bob
Brame ’55; Kelly Brandon, wife of Dave Brandon; Jan Devore, director of alumni relations; Peggy Madden, Millikin trustee;
Kay Tuggle ’61; Stan Tuggle; Donna Meinhold, former Millikin parent; Jackie Grabb Olsen ’55; Peg Luy ’75, vice president for
alumni and development. Second row: Carol Delaney; Jim Delaney; Pat Brame; Heather Hoke ’03; Carolyn Vermilya, sister
of Susie Marshall; Joan Adams Avis ’53. Third row: Marvin Rau ’57; Heidi Roesch ’03; Carolyn Rau; Duane Avis ’53; Barry
Basham; Carol Degenhardt Basham ’87. Fourth row: Susie Marshall; David Marshall, professor emeritus of accounting; Jean
Schumann; Dick Schumann. Fifth row: Kevin McGreevey ’78; Lisa Griebel ’78; Pat Tanis Myers ’74; Stacy Myers, former
communication department chair; Dave Brandon, director of development.
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The view from here: The DISC

The Decatur Indoor Sports Center (DISC) at Millikin, located on the corner of Wood St. and Fairview Ave., opened in October
2000 and was a cooperative project between Millikin and the Decatur Park District. The 87,000-square-foot facility serves as
a recreation and exercise complex, featuring a four-lane track, an indoor soccer field, five basketball or volleyball courts, two
dance studios, a weight room and a climbing wall. The facility, open daily from 6 a.m. until midnight, is used by Millikin students,
faculty and staff, in addition to members of the Decatur-area community.
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Dr. and Mrs. J. Roger MillerCentennial Quad Dedication
At October’s Homecoming, the central campus greenspace between Shilling Hall and Kirkland Fine Arts Center was officially dedicated and named the Dr. and Mrs.
J. Roger Miller Centennial Quad.
Dr. Miller began his tenure at Millikin in 1959 as
marching band director and was soon named dean of
the School of Music. He was later promoted to vice
president of academic affairs in 1968 and was named
president in 1971, serving until he retired in 1991.
During his tenure, Millikin built Staley Library, Richards
Treat University Center and the new halls, as well as
renovating Shilling Hall and establishing the School
of Nursing. Throughout his term as president – the
longest term in university history – Mrs. Miller was a
gracious and supportive first lady for the campus.

At left: Among those greeting the Millers prior to the
ceremony were, from left: Richard Mannweiler, dean
emeritus of the Tabor School of Business; A. Wesley
Tower, dean emeritus of the School of Music, his wife,
Marjorie, and their granddaughter Cayla Tower; Richard
Mannweiler’s wife, Sheila Witts-Manweiler ’81; Richard Decker, professor emeritus of business and former
provost; Arlene Miller ’65 and Dr. J. Roger Miller; Richard
Decker’s wife, Jeanine; Phyllis Pacholski and her husband, Richard Pacholski, professor emeritus of English.
Below right: When the University Concert Band performed for the crowd at the ceremony (rear of photo),
Dr. Miller said it invoked memories of his days of band
conducting, and he lauded their efforts to dress up and
perform on a hot day for “some old guy you don’t know.”
Bottom left: Millikin President Doug Zemke ’66 with Dr.
J. Roger Miller during the unveiling of the plaque.
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